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CHAP.  rr^llK  affairs  of  India  now  agai«  claimed  tlio   • 
K^,^    jL    attaition  of  the  public,  'Unci  the  interfe- 
i^i^riof   reuce .  of  tlic  IcgiJlaturc:  tlu' brilliant  proipc6t 

cxhi- 


-♦•^ 


GEORGE    III.  •  8 

exhibited  in  1765  vas  overcaft:  the  account!  cmap. 
from  India  prefentcd  nothing  but  rapine,  ty-  yjj^i^ 
ranny,  andmifery;  while  the  finances  of  the  t77o.^ 
company  feemcd  irrq>arably  deranged,  and  \  . 
their  trade  almoft  ilagnant. 

The  remotenefs  of  the  court  of  direftorg  Caufei^of 
from  the  country  fubjefted  to  their  govern-  II],g^^^nc^ 
ment  facilitated  abules,  and  rendered  their 
commands  contemptible  and  unavailing.  Men 
who  became  rich  by  difoheying  the  orders^of 
their  employers,  and  by  an  unprincipled  difre- 
jgard  of  the  ordinary  didates  of  juftice,  re* 
turned  elated  with  their  acquifitions,  and  not 
only  defied  puniihment,  but  their  clamours 
againft  othei^,  who  had  fliared  in  or  impeded 
their  fuccefs,  rapidly  augmented  the  wide* 
Spreading  and  well-foundea  odium  which  pre* 
vaiied  againft  the  adminiilration  in  India. 

Fortune  alfo  combined  againft  the  com-  Lofsoftht 
|>any :  the  fhip  in  which  the  fupervifors  failed,  ^^p^-     ' 
from  whofe  exertions  the  moft  beneficial  efte6U  ^  °"' 
were .  expeded,   was  loft,  and  no  certain  ac- 
counts ever  received  of  the  time  or  manner  of 
the  cataftrophe :  thus,  for  a  while,  abufeswera 
fufferedto  r^nain  uncontrouled,  becaufe  the 
operation  of  the  meafure  intended  for  fuppreif- 
ing  them  was  fufpended, '  and  a  new  appoint* 
tnent  could  not,  with  propriety,  be  made. 

In  the  year  which  fucceeded  the  improvi-  Famine  in 
dent  and  ruinous  war  with  Hyder  Ally,  a  great  ^"'*^*- 
failure  was  occaiioned  in  the  crops  of  rice,  by 
the  uncommon  dryncfs  of  the  feafon.  Not- 
withftanding  the  ftri6l  prohibitions  of  the  court 
of  direftors  againft  the  interference  of  their 
fervants  in  the  inland  trade,  this  opportunity 
was  eagerly  feized,  by  interefted  and  unprin- 
cipled individuals;  to  enhance  the  public  nii- 
fi:TY,  ajid  accumulate^  immenfe  fortunes  from 
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CHAP,  the  groans  of  famiac  and  defpair.    When  tht 
y^^  ftate  of  the  ieafon  made  it  apparent  that  the 
177^     crop  df  rice  would  be  generally  defeftive,  the 
Monopoly,  jj^giifh  canitalifts  became  eager  purchafers,  and 
fuch  was  the  effeft  of  their  pernicious  induiliy, 
that  the  natives,  befc^e  they  apprehended  the 
extent  of  their  combinations,  wei-e  already  ex- 
pofed  to  thepreffureof  diftrefs,  and  complained 
to  the  nabob  that  the  Engliih  had  ingTOiVed  all 
the  rice.    A  traffic  of  unexampled  iniquity  now 
began ;   rice,  which  had  been  purchafed  at  a 
hundred  and  twenty  or  a  hundred  and  forty 
i'e^rs*  for  a  rupee,  was  re-deliTcred  to  black 
merchants  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  fcei-s  for  a  rupee ; 
this  enormous  effort  of  avarice  was  fufficient  to 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  India,  whofe  chief 
April  Md   food  is  rice,  Xxy  utter  defpair ;  when  their  diftrefi 
^*y-        was  increafed  by  the  burning  of  feveral  grana^ 
rics  in  which  the  black  merchants  had  deposited 
Extreme     their  purchafcs.   The  nabob  and  great  men  of 
diftrefsof   i\^^  Qountry  having  exhauilcd  their  ilores  in 
***  ^^*'  benevolent  donations  to   the  poor,    and   the 
fields  no  longer  affording  the  means  of  fubfift* 
ence,  the  cities  were  thronged  with  fi;arvjn^ 
multitudes^  who  in  the  /agonies  of  death  im- 
plored a  teimination  of  thofe  miferies  from 
Mhich  they  were  not  permitted  to  hope  relief. 
Prodispous  Thoufands  died  daily  in  the  ftreets;   the  air^ 
»ortaiiiy.   ^.^^  infcftcd  M'ith  the  unwholefomc    exhala* 
tion;  one  hundred  men  were  conftantly  em- 
ployed on  the  company's  account  in  Calcutta, 
with  Hedges  and  other  vehicles,  to  remove  the 
dead,  and  throw  them  into  the  Ganges.     Vn* 
ufual  quantities  of  dogs,  jackall^  and  vultures 

»  A  Teer  is  the  fortieth  part  of  a  tnaund  {  a  maund  an  \inde(ermined 
cfuantiiy^  in  Bengal  it  is  from  7a  to  So  poiudi:  a  feer  may  chqx* 
ivre  be  ettimated  about  two  pounds.  j. 
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flocked  to  the  fcene  of  defolation,  and  by  de-  CU  Ar.. 
vouring  the  dead,  added  inconceivably  to  tha  ^^^^ 
general  horrors  of  the  f[it^acle.  The  Euro-  «77«»- 
peans,  who  no  longer  polfeifed  any  great  quan- 
tity of  rice,  could  not  efteftually  relieve  the 
milerable  Gentoos,  and  vere  themfelves  ibvere 
fuffcrers  by  this  unexposed  efteft  of  their  ini- 
quitous monopoly :  the  river  being  filled  m  ith 
human  carcaffes,  fiih  was  no  longer  conlidered 
wholdbme  food ;  hogs,  geefe,  and  ducks,  feed- 
ing alio  on  the  dead,  mutton  became  the  only 
innoxious  aliment,  and  even  this,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  feafon,  was  poor  and  fcarce.  Thus 
were  the  miferable  natives  haralled  and  de- 
ftroycd,  till  means  could  be  adopted  for  facili- 
tating their  fubfiftence  till  the  next  harvell; 
and  tlius,  by  the  a6l  of  intcrefted  individuals 
tranfgreffing  no  Icfs  the  orders  of  their  em- 
ployers than  the  laws  of  humanity,  was  an  un- 
merited reproach  entailetl  on  the  Britiih  name. 
The  company,  far  from  being  benefited,  was  ir#^ 
reparably  injured  by  thefe  iniquitieH,  which 
tended  only  to  the  aj^grandizcment  of  Ipccii*- 
lifts,  who  acquired  unlimiteil  wealth,  while  tlie 
coffers  of  the  diredors  ix^mained  empty,  and 
their  beft  hopes  fniftrated.* 

No  fpirited  or  general  meafure  was  attempted  Rptention 
for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring  order  to  govern-  fl^JyJ^^'Jj* 
ment,  and  plenty  to  finance ;  but  petty  refump-  byTi4tie8. 
tions,  and  violations  of  the  treaty  of  1760,  were 
confidered  as  the  means  of  repairing  tlK'  de-» 
ficiencv  which  threatened  ruin  to  their  affaiis. 
With  tliis  view,  orders  were  ilVued  by  the  felea  ]]%^*^ 
committee,  for  their  refident  to  withhold  at  lead 
thirty  lacks  from  the  tribute  and  other  allow- 

^  Accoont  of  the  late  dxvstlful  famine  in  luUia.— I^ranra^ions  ia 
Irdia,  Chap.  ?• 
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CHAP,  ances,  fo  that  the  receipts  and  difburlbments 
t  w^    plight  bea^r  fome  proportioi\  to  each  other.* 

»27o.         It  was  not  poffibk  for  the  Britiih  nation  to 

thcfc  ^      behold  this  progrefs  of  iniquity  and  calamity 

events  in     without  fentimcnts  of  anxiety  and  terror.  The 

fogUnd.    £^fl.  judij^  company  was  no  longer  a  firm  of 

merchants  trading  on  a  private  capital  to  a  dif- 

tantfliore;  thepoflfeffions  in  India  were  not 

fimply  beneficial  appendages  connected  with 

the  empire : .  but  fuch  was  the  intermixture  of 

their  revenues  with  the  public  finance;    fuch 

the  intimate  intertexture  of  their  commerce 

with  the  property  and   welfare  of  the  ftate; 

fuch  the  union  of  intereft  and  co-exiftence  of 

the  company  with  government,  that  its  ruin 

was  regarded  as  portending  downfal  to  the 

whole  edifice  of  the  Britiih  empire/ 

Impotcncy      The  company  could  not,  by  themfelves,  or 

of  the        the    utmoft  exercife  of  any  authorities  with 

company.    <^^.j^j^)^  |.j^gy  ^y^y^  inveftcd,  remedy  the  growing 

evils.  They  were,  in  fad,  without  importance 
in  affairs  over  which  they  nominally  prefided. 
Radical  defeds  in  their  very  inftitution ;  their 
diftance  from  the  fcene  of  aftion ;  their  being 
individually  called  from  narrow  and  confined 
occupations  to  the  extenfive  field  of  political 
management ;  their  fugitive  authority,  the  du- 
ration of  which  was  merely  fuflicient  for  the 
tranfportation  of  orders ;  and  their  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  regions  committed  to  their  fuperinteh- 
dence;  rendered  them  liable  to  be  deceived,  di- 
miniflied  their  importance,  and  frequently  fanc-» 

c  Bengal  fclefl  cor.fultations.  It  is  to  be  obfervedy  that  on  the 
death  of  Najlm  ul  Dowlah  (8th  May  1766)  the  allowance  to  the 
nabob  was  reduced  from  55  lacks  to  41  lacks  Si, 131  rupees  a  year. 

^  The  right,  intereft,  and  duty  of  government,  as  concerned  in  tho 
■JFairs  of  the  £aft  Indicsi  by  governcr  Fotvnalli  p.  4. 

tioned 
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tioQecl  a  4i&6gard  of  their  commands.  It  too  chap. 
often  happened  that  a  feat  in  the  court  of  di-  ^^ 
reflors  was  folicited  laerely  33  a  fource  of  pa-  i;7«. 
tronage,  as  the  mean^  of  providing  for  relations 
and  dependents ;  and  wnile  fuch  motives  were 
ealily  difcernible,  the  behefts  of  fuch  matters,  de- 
livered in  pompous  diction,  and  with  the  infoi^ 
lence  of  defpotic  power,  met  with  little  regard 
from  thofe  to  v.  horn  they  were  addrefled,  and 
who,  in  faft,  only  obeyed  them  when  they  ac- 
corded with  their  own  views.  Thofe  who  re- 
turned inriched  from  India,  and  obtained  feats 
at  the  board,  made  ufe  of  their  authority  in 
procuring  their  own  immunity,  and  in  prote6t- 
in^  and  Jupporting  the  friends  whom  tncy  had 
left  eitiploved  in  the  attainment  of  a  furrep- 
titious  ana  exhorbitant  fortune.' 

Th£  prefcntftate  of  the  company  was  a  dif-  p»fficuUiei 
ficult  problem  in  government:  their  charters  ingtSeir* 
guaranteed  both  their  authorities  and  poflef*  tranf»c< 
fions;  but  it  was  obvious  that  neither  fuchpof*  '^^^^'  • 
felUons,  nor  fuch  authorities,  were  in  view  when 
the  charters  were  granted,  nor  were  they  com 
patible  with  the  nature  of  government,  or  fup* 

Sorted  by  any  precedent  in  ancient  or  modern 
iftory.  On  general  principle,  their  poflcf- 
fions,  in  the  exclufive  fenfe,  M'cre  not  tenable/ 
yet  as  they  were  gradually  acquired,  and  the 
claims  of  the  company  fari6tioncd  by  otlicial 
atts  of  government,*   any  attempt  to  difturb 

*  Hiftoiy  and  management  of  the  Eaft  India  company^  chap.  vi. 

f  In  the  year  17571  the  attorney  ami  folic'iior  general,  MeflT.  Pratt 
and  Yorke,  united  in  opinion,  that  it  was  not  warranted  by  precedent, 
iior  agreeable  to  found  policy,  nor  to  the  tenor  cf  the  charters  which 
bad  V»ctrn  laid  before  them,  to  make  a  general  grant,  not  only  of  paft 
but  ok  future  contingent  conquefts,  made  upon  any  power,  European 
cr  Indian,  to  a  ti-ading  company.  Governor  Pownal's  pamphlet, 
a^ve  quoted,  p.  27. 

I  f  »iti^ularJy  during^  the  late  treaty  of  peace  at  Parit. 
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CHAP,  them  could  not  fail  of  being  regarded  with 
^y^^  jealoufy  and  apprehenfion. 


«770:         But  the  time,  was  now  arrived  when  the  ac- 
d^nw'of    *^^^  exertion  of  government  became  neceflary. 
the  com-    The  malvciiktion  of  affairs  had  grown  to  a  moft 
P*"^'        awful  extent :  the  company,  with  thoughtlefc  pro* 
digalitVy  plunged  into  unlimited  expences;  they 
dilburied  for  fortifications  alone  3,728,55«1.  ;^ 
and  although  incapable  of  performing  their 
exifting  engagements,  declared  very  high  divi- 
dends ;  M'hile  the  fadions  which  rent  the  India 
houfe  rath«-  portended  a  perpetuation  of  dif- 
trefs  through  anarchy,  than    an   extrication 
from  difficulty  by  vigilance,  prudence,  and  per- 
feverance. 
30th  Mtr,       DuEiNG  the  late  feffion,  a  bill  was  propofed, 
sJiea        ^^^  regulating  the  fervants  and  court  of  judi- 
comroittee  caturc  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.   This  mea- 
if?thr^    fure  originated  in  the  India  houfe ;  the  motion 
boofc  of     was  made  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  deputv-chairmaniof 
commoni.  t^^  court  of  direftors,  who  ftatecl,  that  the  bad 
profped  of  affairs  in  India  was  occafioned  by 
the  want  of  power  in  the  dire6iors,  to  puniih 
their  fervants  for  difobeclience  or  malpra&ices. 
The  enormities  complained  of  in  India,  he  faid, 
arofe  from  the  foleciim  in  politics,  that  the  go- 
vernors of  a  country  were  allowed  to  aft  as  mer-  • 
chants,  which  gave  birth  to   an   odious  and 
dcftruflive  monopoly.      The   bill,    after  fonie 
oppofition,  was  brought  in,  but  did  not  pafs. 
As  one  of  the  great  objefiions  againft  it  was 
the  want  of  due  information,  a  deleft   com* 
jjthApr,  niittee  of  thirty -one  members  was  appointed,^ 

on 

'  Firft  report  of  fcleft  committee.   Reports,  vol.  I  v.  p.  30. 
i  The  committee  confifted  of  the  following  pcrfons;  colonel  Bur- 
goync.    Sir  William  Meredith,   Sir  George  Savik,  lord  G««rge 

GermaiQe, 
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oh  the  motion  of  colonel  Burgoyne,  to  inquire  chai}. 
into  the  nature,  ftate,  and  condition  of  the  Eaft  ,Jf^ 
India  company,  and  of  the  Britilh  affairs  in  the     i77»*  * 
£afi  Indies. 

During  the  reoefs  of  parliament,  the  diftrcft  JjJ'^^^f 
of  the  company  was  confidcrably  augmented :  Ihe*^* 
the  inoonveniences  refulting  from  mifcondu^  p^of- 
became  prefllng,  and  increafed  in  an  alarming 
degree.    The  treafury  was  empty,  and  bills  ac- 
cepted to  an  amount  exceeding  a  million  fter- 
ling  were  nearly  payable ;  the  company  was  in- 
debted to  the  bank  for  calJi  advanced,  to  the 
revenue  for  cuftom-houfc  duties,    and  to  the* 
treafury  for  the  annual  ftipulatcd  payment,  ;is 
well  as  on  an  agreement  refpccling  an  indem- 
nification tor  teas,  which  was  attended  wth 
great  lofs.^    They  were  befiegcd  with  multifa- 
rious demands,    while  the  intelligence  from 
India  prefented  no  confoiatory  profpects,* 

Distracted  with  internal  diflienfions,  and  TiieytwN- 
alarmed  at  the  difpofition  manitefted  by  go-  ^|^* 
vernment  to  interfere  decilivdy  in  the  arrange- 
m^it  of  their  affairs,  fear  and  jealoufy  were 
confpicuous  in  all  their  proceedings.  They 
were,  however,  obliged  to  negotiate  with  the 
miniflry  for  a  loan,  to  anfwer  their  immediate 
exigences ;  yet,  as  if  anxious  to  ihew  an  in- 
dependence iu  authority  which  they  no  longer 


Gemiaine,  Rofc  Fuller,  F.  Vane,  colonel  Barre,  the  atiorney  and  fo- 
Jicitor  general,  lord  Howe,  Robert  Sutton,  Thomas  Fiit,  Welboi^ 
£Uis,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott,  George  Rice,  Pultney,  C.  J.  For,  Coiti- 
wall,  lord  Folkcttonc,  general  Conway,  Ht^tham,  H.  Ongiey,  O. 
JohnlioiK,  aKtcrman  Trecoihick,  Edward  Bacon,  A.  Ctirzon,  Sir 
John  Turner,  captain  Phipps,  Mr.  Grc£ojry,  lord  Clive,  an^  Me. 
Sirachey  i  any  feven  to  be  a  coininitiee. 

*  Annual  Regiltcr  1773,  p.  67.  Hiftory  of  lord  Norih'i  admim- 
Uration,  p.  85. 

i  Tiiey  fuftercd  a  fcvere  lof«  by  the  blowing-np  of  a  powder.ma. 
2«zine  at  Trichinopoly,  which  occaHoned  a  £;rievott$  and  extenfife 
4«tlru^ion  of  Uv:s  and  piuperty, 

poffeffcd 
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poffefled  the  means  of  retaining,  th^  raftly 
proceeded  to  nominate  a  frcfh  committee  of 
fupervifors  for  India.* 

The  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  received  their 
application  for  a  loan  with  haughty  refervc, 
and  referred  them  to  parliament,  the  meeting 
of  which  being  intended  for  an  early  day,  no 
meafures  were  purfued  for  giving  eireA  to  the 
vote  for  new  fupervifors, 
«6th  Nov.  ly  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  on  the  firft 
Notice  of    ^lay  of  the  feffion,  the  king  faid,  *'  It  i»  impof* 

lairs  iV      "  ^^^^  ^^^*  I  ^^"  ^^^^  ^^^*^  indifference  upoii 

the  King's  "  wliatcvcr  concems  either  the  commerce  and 

f|«ch.       tt  revenue  of  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  the  pri- 

"  vate  rights  and  interefts  of  confiderable  num* 

*'  hers  among  my  people ;  neither  can  I  be  in-^ 

**  fenfible  how  materially  every  one  of  thefe 

"  great  obje6b  muft  be  interefted  in  the  main** 

**  tenance  of  the  credit  and  profperity  of  the 

*^  Eaft  India  company.    When,  therefore,  I  re- 

^  ceived  information  of  the  difliculties  in  which 

"  that  company  appear  to  be  involved,  I  de- 

"  termined  to  give  you  an  early  opportunity  of 

*' informing  yourfelves  fully  of  the  true  ftate 

"  of  their  affairs ;  and  of  making  fuch  provi- 

"  fions  for  the  common  benefit  and  fecurity  of 

"  all  the  various  interefts  concerned,   as  you 

''  iliall  find  beft  adapted  to  the  exigences  of 

**  the  cafe." 

Secret  In  the  debate  on  the  addrefs,    the  fubje6| 

committee  ^.^jjic  immediately  under  difcuflion,    and  aa 

^^^^^^  •  foon  as  that  was  voted,  lord  North  moved  for 

a  fecret  committee  of  thirteen  members,  chofen 

by  ballot,  to  take  into  confideration  the  affairs 

»  The  perfons  nominated  were  lieutenant-general  Monckton, 
Cfccige  Cumrng,  WUUain  Dcvaynes,  Peter  JfilccUcs,  Daniel  Wkr^ 
|ud  i^dward  Wheeler,  clears, 

7  of 
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ef  the  company,  which  was  agreed  to  without 
a  divlfion."  This  committee  was  furniflied  with 
full  powers,  and  particularly  inftrufted  to  take 
into  confideration  the  meauire  of  fending  out 
fupervifors.  The  feleft  committee  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  fome  members  of  which  thought  their 
labours  too  flisjhtly  regarded  by  the  new  nomi- 
nation, was  atfo  revived. 

The  fecret  committee  proceeded  in  their  Firftmott 
bufmefs  with  extraordinary  difpatch,   and  in  odhcl^ 
fevcn  days  after  their  appointment,  prelented  JJ^^"* 
a  report  on  the  propofed  meafure  of  fending  out  7tiii>«. 
fupervifors,  recommending  a  bill  to  prevent  its 
being  carried  into  eftett. 

Mr.  Ha  RLE  Y  having  delivered  this  report,  as  Debtteon 
chairmanofthe  committee,  immediately  propof-  ^^  moikm 
ed  to  bring  in  the  bill :  the  rapidity  with  which  [0*^^^^ 
the  report  was  prepared,  and  the  unexpected  tbeieoahi^ 
manner  in  which  it  was  introduced,  didnotefcapcf  **JJ5  *"P** 
animadverfion.     Several  direftors,  who   were 
members,  contended  that  the  report  was  uncon- 
flitutional  and  unneceflary,  as  the  expence  at- 
tending the  comniiflion  was  not  yet  afcertained, 
and  the  directors  had  refolvcd  to  fufpend  their 
propofed  meafure  until   the  determination  of 
parliament  ihould  be  loiown.      Lord  North, 
reafoniug  from  analogy,  and  a  comparifon  of 
the  charges  of  the  late  fcommiflion  of  fupervi- 
forfhip  with  the  prcfeut,  inferred,  that  the  ex- 
pence  could  not  be  lefs  than  1 20,000 1.  a  year, 
and  Wedderburne  fhewed  the  futility  of  th6 
fuppofed  promife  of  the  court  of  direttors.     It 

■  The  meinbcrs  were  Alderman  Harley,  chairman,  (whole  great 
uncle,  the  fiift  earl  of  Oxford,  was  an  arbitrator  chofen  to  adjuit  the  i 

iBtcrcfts  of  the  two  Eill  India  companies,  wlicn  they  were  united  in 
1 701)  lord  Frederick  Campbell,  lord  Palmerflone,  Mefl".  Rigby, 
Stanley,  Jenkinfon,  Jackfon,  Fiizpauick,  Burrcl,  Ryder,  Walpok, 
Sanies,  and  Gilbert* 

was 
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.  If^^A?.  was  not  in  their  power,  he  faid,  to  keep  their 
•  ^  /^^  engagement ;  they  were  inferior  to  a  general 
^'  ^  i77».  court,  and  if  on  the  recefs  of  parliament  a  gc-- 
•^ ;  neral  court  were  called,  a  fhip  might  be  ordered, 

and  the  fuper\nfors  many  leagues  at  fea.  beforo 
the  houfes  were  again  allembled :  in  fuch  a  cafe 
not  the  promife  of  the  dire&ors,  not  even  the 
opinion  of  the  two  houfes,  nothing  but  an  aft 
of  parliament  could  be  a  fufficient  guaranty. 
Burke  declared  the  propofed  meafure  to  be  an 
invafion  of  the  company's  charter,  and  a  dtre£fc 
infringement  of  the  law  of  the  land.  In  ridi- 
cule of  the  fecret  committee,  hefaid,  "  Hera 
*Ms  a  committee  appointed  laft  year;  a  fair 
"and  open  committee,  which  has  produced 
**  nothing.  This  was  a  la>^ful  wife  publicly 
"  avowee^ ;  but  finding  her  barren,  they  have 
*'  taken  a  neat  little  fnug  one,  which  they  call 
^  a  fecret  committee ;  and  this  is  her  firft-bom. 
"  Indeed,  from  the  Angular  expedition  of  this 
*^  extraordinary  delivery,  I  am  apt  to  think  fhc 
"  was  pregnant  before  wedlock."  Continuing 
in  the  fame  vein  of  pleafantry,  intermixed  with 
more  folicl  argument,  he  obferved,  "  If  wc 
**  fuffer  this  bill  to  pafs,  we  fliall,  in  faft,  be* 
*'  come  the  Eaft  India  company ;  and  you.  Sir, 
**  will  be  feated  in  that  chair,  with  a  little 
**  hammer,  by  an  inch  of  candle.  The  treafury 
"  bench  will  be  the  buyers,  and  on  this  fide  we 
"  fhall  be  the  fellers.  The  fenate  will  become 
*'  an  auftion-room,  and  the  fpeaker  an  auc- 
*'  tioneer  1"  The  motion  was  however  adopted,* 
lethpec,   and  ir^  thvee  days  afterwards  the  bill  was  in- 

tioduced. 
Piwceed.        The  directors  were  not  fo  deprefled  by  un- 
dif^on**^  toward  circumftances,  as  to  fui-vey  thefe  pro* 


•  114104.5. 
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cceiHngs  with  indifference.     On  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  iecret  committee,  a  general  court 
refolved  to  petition  parliament  againft  the  right      n^i. 
claimed  of  inijpe^^fn^  their  books;  but  tlie  ra*  »^^««* 
pid  proceeding  of  the  committee  having  frul^ 
trated  that  intention,    they    now  petitioned  < 

againft  the  bill,   and  were  heard  by  counfeL  ,4th  and 
'Hie  petition,  however,  did  not  appear  intitled  »«thi>fc. 
to  much  attention,   it  was  feebly  compofed,  titlon  ^ 
and  f]gned  by  no  more  than  fourteen  pro-  ag«mft  th» 
prietors  of  (lock.    The  grand  point  infifted  on  *'*^' 
by  counfel  was,  that  the  malverfation  in  India 
being  enormous  in  its  amount  and  extent,  the 
&ving  which  might  accrue  to  the  company  by 
a  commiffion  of  honeft  and  able  men,  would  be 
fo  great  as  to  render  tlie  expence  of  trivial  im- 
portance; but  they  failed  in  proving  that  the 
company    poflelled    fufficient    authority   over 
their  fervants  in  India,  to  reftrain  thofe  abufes 
which  by  long  forbearance  were  grown  inve- 
terate.    Tlie  increafe  of  thefe  malprailices  was 
clearly  demonftrated;    and  the  rapacity  and 
odious  means  ufed  to  opprefs  the  natives,  witii- 
out  benefit  to  the  company,  fully  difplayed : 
but  it  was  not  advanced,  that  any  powers  de- 
legated by  the  company  alone  could  be  fuffi- 
cient to  remedy  the  evil,  which  was  more  likely 
to  infe^  the  fupervifors  theinfelves  than  be  re- 
moved by  their  exertions.     Burke  fpoke  with  Burke's 
his  accuiiomed  wit  and  eloquence:  he  difplayed  ^P«*^^- 
(to  ufe  the  words  of  an  anonymous  autlior)  all 
thofe  rare  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart,  with 
which  he  was  fo  eminently  girted.*'     He  in- 
veighed with  feverity  agaiuft  the  conduC-t  of 
minillcrs,  who,  fince  the  year  1767,  had  been 
receiving  from  the  Eaft  India  company  four 

f  Riftory  of  lord  North's  admlnillration,  p.  92. 

hundred 
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hundred  Ihoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  yet 
conniving  at  their  notorious  maladminiftration* 
for  the  purpofe  of  fuhjefting  them  fo  intircly  to 
their  own  merCy,  that  they  niigbt  plunder  their 
property,    and  invade  their  chartered  rights 
without  fear  or  fcruj)le.     Alluding  to  the  dila-  " 
torinefs  of  the  feleft,  and  the  extraordinary  dif- 
patch  of  the  fecret  committee,  he  faid,  "  One 
*'  has  been  fo  flow  in  its  motions  that  the  com* 
"  pany  have  given  up,  long  fmce,  all  hopes  of 
"  redrefs  from  them ;   and  the  other  has  pro* 
"  ceeded  altogether  as  rapidly ;  fo  that  no  one 
**  knows  where  they  will  ftop.    Like  the  fly  of  a 
"  jack,  the  fecret  committee  has  gone  rounds 
"  hey  go  mad !  the  feleft  committee  has  mrn^ed 
"like  the  ponderous  lead  at  the  other  end; 
■ '  and  in  that  manner,  have  they  roafted  the 
"  India   company."     The  reafonablenefs  and 
BOpaflcs  abfolute  neceflity  of  the  propofed  reftri6lion* 
thecoma    were,  however,  too  evident  to  be  removed  by 
*"****        rhetorical  ingenuity,  and  the  motion  for  mt 
tiihrd  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  more  than  five  to  one.'' 
Oppoled         In  the  upper  iioufe  the  bill  was  principally 
hs^i£     opp<^fed  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  who,  as  a 
lanU.        proprietor  of  India  ftock,  was  alfo  confpicuous 
at  the  India  houfe  in  refifting  the  mcafures  of 
s3aDec«    government.    A  petition  was  offered  againft 
Fcatksu     the  third  reading,  fimilar  to  that  which  was 
prefented    to    the  hoiife    of    commons,    and 
the  fame  counfel  heard,   and  evidence   exa- 
mined/   The  debate  was  not  difiinguiflied  by 

a  great 

<I5J  to  iS. 

»  From  the  flatfmcnts  macl^  to  the  hoiilc,  tt  appwred,  that  the  nctt 
jim'K£  paid  to  government  of  1,000,000 1.  per  annum*  the  indemnity 
upon  tea,  and  the  4joo,oooI.  paid  to  governn^nt,  amounted  in  the 
mkiik  to  an  annual  Turn  little  ibori  of  %,ooo,oooi«  Thxtt  t^  companjr 
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m  ^reel  difpky  of  talent ;  the  raotion  for  the 

tiiird  res^din^  was  carried,'  and  a  protell,  not    _^ 

remarkable  tor  argument  or  ingenuity,  figned     1773 
by  five  peers,  was  entered  on  tlie  journals,  ^'^^  ^^^"^ 

During  the  recefs,  the  court  of  direiSors  igthDcc. 
adopted  a  meaftire  which  prudence  and  in-  J^j^'J^'^^j"]^* 
tegrity  ought  to  have  fu^gefted  at  an  earlier 
period :  they  reduced  their  dividend  to  fix  per 
cent.  This  palliative,  for  it  was  no  more,  could 
not  however  reftore  order  to  their  finances;  and 
the  court,  feeling  the  neceflity  of  an  applica-» 
tion  to  parliament  for  a  loan,  endeavoured  firll 
to  learn  from  the  minifter  the  general  plan  he 
intended  to  propofe  for  the  mutual  good  of  the 
public  and  of  the  company.     To  the  meflage  ,4ti,pe^ 
which  conveyed  the  requeft  of  information,  1773. 
l(»d,North  declined  any  reply,  and  the  general 
court  was  obliged  to  pafs  a  vote,  that  npplica-  24.thFeb. 
tion  ihould  be  made  to  pariiament  for  tlie  loan 
of  1,500,0001.  or  fo  much  as  fhould  be  wanted  ^^JJf  to*" 
for  four  years,  at  four  per  cent,  with  liberty  of  parHament 
idifcharging  the  debt,    by  payments  of  thre^  for  a  loan, 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  each. 

loft  by  the  tndtmnity  agreement,  fincc  its  commencement,  at  leail 
iiOOo,Qool.  of  which  700,000  L  >was  to  be  piid  to  government,  and 
)oo,oool.  to  the  purchafers.  That  the  fale  of  31,000,000  pounds  of 
tea,  fold  in  the  lad  ^vt  years,  produced  a  fam  iefs  by  100,000 1,  than 
1 1,000,000  pounds  fold  in  the  preceding  fiv;e  years  :  from  which  it  ap- 
peared the  company  fuffercd'a  total  lofs  of  ioo,oool.  and  10,000,000 
founds  of  tea.  That  goTemment  had  profittcd  by  tlie  company, 
within  the  l^  &ve  years  3,)95>oool.  that  is  to  fay,  2,200,000!.  being 
the  produce  of  five  vears  and  a  half  of  the  400,000!.  ptr  annum  which 
file  company  ftipuiated  to  pay,  and  1,195,000].  increale  of  the  re*  •       " 

Teoue  on  that  branch,  compared  on  a  medium  of  the  preceding  five 
jfears.  That  the  whole  of  the  company's  receipts  of  dividend,  during 
the  fame  period,  was  (hort  of  900,000 1,  above  fix  per  cent,  the  loweft 
trading  diTideod  in  time  of  war ;  and  on  the  whole,  that  t'he  mercantile 
profits  being  on  an  average  464,000!.  per  annum  durin^r  the  above 
period,  they  would  afford  a  dividend  of  twelve  and  a  h.ilf  per  cent. 
from  vifhence  it  was  evident  that  government  reaped  an  advantage  of 
^,)95,oool.  and  the  company  or  proprietary  not  a  fingie  fbUJing. 
» Cqnieact  1^— Non-contentt  6.  .       .  .  . .  , 
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^•^ra  AP»       In  purfuance  of  this  refolotioii*  a  petitioa 

#  •  •^•'3?^    ^'^  prefented  to  parliament^  propofing  that  the 

^%  I77S.      company  Hiould  not  make  a  dividend  of  more 

»*      Fctilionf'*  *^*^  '^^  P^^  ^^'^*-  "^^^*  onc-half .  of  the  pro- 
pofed  loan  was  difcharged ;  that  the  fuFplus  of 
the  net  profits  arifing^  in  England  above  the 
•^  faid  dividend,  ibould  be  appropriated  to  the 

payment  of  the  company's  bond  debt,  until  it 
was  reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  from 
thence  that  the  furplus  profits  ihould  be  equally 
divided  between  the  public  and  the  company. 
It  was  aUb  requeilcd,  that  the  company  ihould 
be  releafed  from  the  heavy  penal  intereft  in- 
curred by  the  non-payment  of  money  due  in 
confequence  of  the  late  ads  for  the  iodemia* 
ties  on  teas,  and  alfo  difcharged  from  the  an- 
nual payment  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  public,  for  the  remainder  pf  tnc  five 
«&  Mar     y^^^^  fpecified  in  the  agreement.  .  Lord  North, 
Lonj    *    in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  after  excul- 
Nortb*»      pating  government  from  many  infmuations„ 
"*'*°°'      refi>etting  the  payment  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  a  year,  moved  a  feries  of  refolu- 
lions,  which  eftablilhing  the  neceffity  of  par- 
liamentary aflSttance,  and  the  propriety  of  a 
loan,  ordered  a  fupply  of  i,400,00(yL  with  a 
provifo  that  due  care  Ihould  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  iimilar  exigences. 
*3Mardi»      Tu£  regulations  intended  to  produce  this 
Sl>M  on     ^^^  were,  a  reftric^ion  from  making  a  greater 
the  com*     dividend  than  fix  per  cent,  till  the  loan  ihould 
P»T-        be  repaid  ;  from  iiugmenting  their  dividend  to 
a  greater  amount  than  feven  per  cent;  till  their 
bond  debts  fhoukl  be  reduced  to  a  million  and 
a  half;  and  no  larger  dividend  than  eight  per 
cent,  was  to  be  allowed  until  a  participation 
of  profits  between  the  public  and  the  com- 
pany 
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pany  fliould  take  place;  which  participation  chap. 
was  thus  defined:    after  payment  of  the  re-    yj!^^. 
quired  loan,  and  the  reduttion  of  their  bond-     1773. 
debt  to   1,500,0001.  three-fourths  of  the  net  5^»»  April. 
furplus  of  the  territorial  revenues  of  the  com- 
pany,   to   be  paid  into  the  exchequer,    and 
the  remaining  one-fourth  fet  apart  as  a  fund, 
for  difcharge  of  contingent  exigences. 

Lord  North  afterwards  moved,  that  the  27th April. 
company  ihouid  be  permitted  to   export  tea  ^"^f. 
duty  free  to  America;    a  permiffion  deemed  f^ortt^, 
faignly    beneficial,    as    feventeen    millions    of  duty  tree, 
pounds    were  then    in  ►the  warehoufes;    and  J.^^.^"'^" 
finally  he*  propofed  his  great  plan  for  regulat- 
ing the  company's  affairs,  as  well  in  India  as 
in  Europe,  tlie  outline  of  which  was,  that  the  General 
court  of  directors  fhould  be  elected  for  four  r«gu*®- 
years,    fix   members  annually,    but   none  to 
hold  their  feats  longer  than  four  years;  no  per- 
fon  to  vote  at  the  eledion  of  the  di  refers  who 
had  not  polfefled  his  flock  twelve  months;  the 
qualification,  infiead  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  one  thoufand.    That  the  mayor's  court  at 
Calcutta  fhould  be  confined  to  fmall  mercan- 
tile caufes,  to  which  only  its  jurifdidion  ex- 
tended before  the  territorial  acquifition ;  in  lieu 
of  this  court  a  new  one  was  eflablilhed,  confift- 
ing  of  a  chief  juflice  and  three  puifne  judges, 
appointed  by  the  crown.     And  a  fuperiority 
was  given  to  the  prefidencv  of  Bengal,  over 
the  other  prefidencies  in  Inaia.' 

Thkse  refolutions  gave  rife  to  many  ani-  Oppofitioti 
mated   debates,    in  which  the  riajhts  of  the  ^'^  ^^f^^ 

'  o  mealures. 

t  The  falariet  of  the  judges  were  fixed  at  S,oool.  to  the  chief  juf- 
tice,  and  6,000 1.  a  year  to  each  of  the  others.  The  governor,  general 
was  allowed  15,000!.  a  year,  and  the  members  of  the  council 
|o,ooo  1.  each. 

VOL.  II.  c  crown, 
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CHAP,  crown,   the  chartered  privileges  of  the  com* 
w^^    pany,  the  conduct  of  minifters,  and  the  expe- 
1773.     diency  of  the  propofed  meafures,  were  feverely 
arraigned,   and  ably  defended.     The  city  of 
i8tb  May.  London,  and  the  proprietors  who  pofl'effed  votes 
by  holding  ftock  of  greater  amount  than  five 
hundred  pounds,  but  lefs  than  a  thoufand,  pe- 
titioned parliament  againft  the  bill.    The  Eaft 
India  company  prefented  fevcral  petitions,  and 
were  heard  by  coiuifel;  they  even  defired  to 
withdraw  their  petition  for  relief,    declaring 
they  would  rather  fubmit  to  temporary  ditficul- 
ties  tlian  accept  a  loan  on  fuch  fevere  condi- 
tions;   thefe  applications  were  all  unavailing; 
the  bill  framed  in  purfuance  of  the  refolutions 
of  the  houfc  was  approved,  and  on  the  third 
10th June,  reading  palled  by  a  large  majority;"  the  blanks 
being  filled  up  with  the  names  of  Warren  Ilaft- 
ings,  •  efq.  governor-general,    and   lieutenant- 
general   Clavering;    the  honourable  George 
Monfon,  Richard  Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis, 
efqrs.  as  counfellors  tor  the  prelidcncy  of  Ben- 
gal. 
In  the  Ix  the  houfe  of  lords  the  bill  alfo  met  with 

*•        ftrenuous  oppofition,  and  occafioned  two  pro- 
teds,  figned  by  feven  and  by  thirteen  peers." 
Attack  on  '    In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  on  India  affairs, 
lordciive.  many  reflections  were  made  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  lord  Clive,     While  the  bill 
3oihMar.  brought  in  by   Mr  Sullivan  Mas  before  the 
His  de-      houfe,    his  lordlhip,   in  a  long  and  eloquent 
fence.        harangue,  defended  himfelf  againft  the  afper- 
fions  with  which  the  prefs  then  teemed.     His 
exculpation  extended  only  to  the  tranfadions 

«  131  to  21. 

^  Tlx  report  of  thefe  proceedings  Is  extremely  imperfect  in  De- 
bre::'s  debates  $  but  I  have  been  materially  affilUd  by  coufulting  the 

l;l!io!y  ot  lurd  North's  adminiltratiun. 

of 
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of  his  laft government :  he  depi6le(J  with  force  chap. 
and  truth  Uie  felicities  of  his  fituation,  and  the  ^^^ , 
total  M'ant  of  any  motive  to  ftimulate  avarice  it?*- 
or  ambition,  when  in  a  precarious  ftate  of 
health  he  abandoned  his  home,  his  relations, 
and  his  eafe,  to  vifit  a  diftant  and  infalubrious 
clime  on  the  invidious  taflv  of  reformation. 
He  ftated  the  difficulties  in  which  he  was  in- 
volved from  the  infincerity  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors in  wording  his  inftru6lions ;  how  eafily 
he  might  have  added  to  his  fortune,  by  con- 
niving at  and  participating  in  the  abufes  he  was 
commiffioned  to  reftrain,  or  have  confulted  his 
own  eafe  by  reiigning  himfelf  to  the  indolence 
of  defpair.  He,  on  the  contrary,  purfued  an 
intricate  path,  befet  with  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers, the  welfare  of  the  company  required 
vigorous  exertion,  and  he  took  the  refolution 
of  cleanling  the  Augean  ftable,  "  It  was  that 
'*  condu6t,"  he  faid,  ^*  which  had  occafioned 
*'  the  fcurrility  and  abufe  againft  me,  with 
"  which  the  public  papers  have  been  filled 
"  ever  fince  my  return.  That  condu6l  oc- 
"  cafioned  thefe  charges.  But  that  condu6l 
"  enables  me  now,  in  day  of  judgment,  to  look 
^*  my  judges  in  the  face. — ^That  conduft  ena- 
''  bles  me  now  to  lay  my  hand  on  my  heart, 
"  and  moft  folemnly  declare  to  this  houfe,  to 
"  the  gallery,  and  to  the  world  at  large,  that  I 
**  never,  in  a  fmgle  inftance,  loft  fight  of  what 
*'  I  thought  the  honour  and  true  intereft  of  my 
*'  country  and  the  company ;  I  was  never  guilty 
^^  of  any  a6ls  of  violence  or  oppreffion,  unlels 
"  the-  bringing  offenders  to  juftice  can  be 
*'  deemed  fo ;  an  idea  of  extortion  never  en- 
*^  tered  my  mind  ;  I  did  not  fuffer  thofe  under 
*^  me  to  commit  any  afts  of  violence  or  oppref- ' 

c  2  "fion: 
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CHAP,  '^fiou:  my  influence  was  never  employed  for 

^^    "  the  advantage  of  any  man,  contrary  to  the 

J77a«      ^'  ftrifteit  principles  of  honour  and  juftice;  and, 

*'  far  from  acquiring  perfonal  benefit  by  the 

'*  expedition,  I  return  to  England  Icfs  opulent 

"  by  many  thoufand  pounds."  • 

His  lordfliip  then  defended  himfelf  on  the 
feveral  fpecific  charges  of  monopolies  in  cotton, 
diamonds,  and  fait,  bectel-nut,  and  tobacco; 
of  frauds  in  the  exchange  and  gold  coinage, 
and  of  taking  prefents  from  Mir  Jaffier.  Of  all 
thefc  accufations  he  fliewed  the  futility  and 
want  of  foundation  ;  and  particularly  as  to  the 
laft,  he  proved,  that  inftead  of  receiving  money 
from  the  nabob  for  his  own  ufe,  he  converted 
a  legac}',  amounting  to  feventy  thoufand 
pounds,  together  with  forty  thoufand  more, 
which  he  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  beflow, 
to  the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  a  military  fund 
for  the  relief  of  invalid  officers  and  foldiers, 
and  the  fupport  of  their  widows. 

But  the  moft  intcrcfting  part  of  lord  Clive's 
defence  was  that  where  he  analyfed  the  ftate 
of  India,  and  defcribed  thofe  enormities  which 
degraded  the  Britifli  name,  and  impoveriflieti 
the  company,  while  individuals  were  fuddenly 
enriched,  and  the  natives  grievoufly  opprefled. 
The  germ  of  the  evil  was  truly  and  forcibly 
difplayed  in  the  animated  portrait  which  he 
gave  of  a  young  adventurer  firft  feeking  the 
ill  ores  of  Afia.  "  Let  us  for  a  momenV'  he 
faid,  "  confider  the  education  of  a  youth 
'•  deftined  for  India.  The  advantages  arifing 
*'  from  the  company's  fervice  are  now  gcne- 
*'  rally  known ;  and  every  man  is  defirous  to 
."  get  his  fon  appointed  a  writer  to  Bengal; 
^  ^'  >\hich  is  ufually  at  the  age  of  fixteen.  His 
"parents  and  relations  reprefent  to  him  the 
^  7  **  c  ertainties 
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"certainties  of  making  a  fortune,    inflaming  chap. 

"  his  ambition  by  reference  to  peers  and  com-    ^J^^^^ 

"  moners,  who  have  amafled  great  treafures  in     i77»- 

"  Ihort  periods.   Thus  are  their  principles  early 

**  corrupted ;  and,  as  they  generally  go  in  cou- 

"  fiderable  numbers,    they   mutually    inflame 

*'  their  expectations  to  fuch  a  degree,  in  the 

*'  courfe  of  the  voyage,   that  before  their  ar- 

"  rival  the  period  of  return  is  fixed.     Let  us 

"  now  view  one  of  thofe  writers  airived  in 

**  Bengal,  and  not  worth  a  groat.     As  foon  as 

"  he  lands,  a  banyan,  pofleffed  perhaps  of  one 

'*  hundred  thoufand  pounds,    defires  he  may 

"  have  the  honour  of  ferving  this  young  gen- 

"  tleman  at  four  fhillings   and    fix])ence  per 

"  month.     The  company  has  provided  cham- 

"  bers  for  him,  but  they  are  not  good  enough; 

"  the  banyan  finds  better.     Tlie  young  man,  in 

"  walking  about  the  toMTi,  obfcrves  that  otlier 

"  writers,  arrived  only  a  year  before  him,  live 

"  in  fplendid  apartments,  or  have  houfcs  of  their 

"  own,  ride  upon  fine  prancing  Arabian  horles, 

*'  and  in  palanquins  and  chaifes;  that  they  keep 

"  feraglios,  make  entertainments,  and  treat  with 

"  champaigne  and  claret.    When  he  reports  his 

"  obfervations,  the  banyan  aflures  him  he  may 

"  foon  arrive  at  the  fame  good  fortune ;    fur- 

"  nifhes  him  with  money,    and  acquires  over 

"  him  abfolute  power.     The  advantages  of  the 

"  banyan  advance  with  the  rank  of  his  mafter, 

"  who  in  acquiring  one  fortune  generally  fpends 

"  three.     But  this  is  not  the  worft;  he  is  in  a 

*'  ftate   of  dependence  on  the   banyan,    who 

^^  commits  a6ts  of  violence  and  oppreilion,  un- 

"  der  the  pretended  fanciiou  and  authority  of 

"  the  company's   fervant.     And  hence  arifes 

"  the  clamour  againft  the  Englilh  gentlemen  in 

*'  India." 

c  3  Loud 


J  ^ 
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CHAP.       Lord  C live,  in  conclufion,  difplayed,  in  de- 
^^^   tail,  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
177a.     fituation  qf  the  Englifli  in  India ;  fhewed  the 
dangers  which  menaced  their  profperity,  and 
indicated  the  means  of  avoiding  them :  he  dif- 
played  the  utility  of  ^  his  own  reforms,  and  de- 
monftrated  that  a  temperate  purfuit  of  a  fimilar 
fyftem  was  alone  requifite  to  render  the  Britifli 
empire  in  Afia  permanent,  honourable,  and  ad- 
vantageous. 
Reply.  A  REPLY  was  made  by  governor  Johnftone, 

but  the  effect  of  lord  Clive's  fpeech  was  not 
materially  diminifhed;    it  was  regarded  as   a* 
complete  exculpation,  and  as  a  noble  leffon  of 
political  wifdom. 
Renewed        The  fyftem  of  perfecution  ao;ainft  lord  Clive 
!^*^^.?"    did  not  here  tenninate,    but  his  laft  govern- 
ment was  no  longer  the  obje6l  of  attack;    it 
was  thought  proper  to  recur  to  a  more  diftant 
period;  to  the  depofitiou  of  Suraja^  Dowlah in 
1757/ 
lotiiMar.       The  examination  of  evidence  before  the  fe- 
1773.        left  committee  introduced  the  difcuffion,  and 
the  opponents  of  lord  Clive  feized  the  favour- 
able opportunity  of  attempting  to  turn  to  his 
prejudice  and  difgracc,  thofe  very  circumftanccs 
of  his  life  from  which  he  derived  the  greateft 
honour. 
sthAprih       General  Burgoyne,   on  prefenting  the 
'^^^'^Vth   *^^^*^  report  of  the  feleft  committee,  declared 
Sca'com-  it  contained  an  account  of  crimes  Ihocking  to 
inittec.       human  nature.     He  firft  moved  fome  general 
propofitions,  affirming  that  all  acquifitions  made 
under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,  or  by- 
treaty  with  foreign  powers,  do  of  right  belong 
to  the  ftate.     To  appropriate  acquifitions  ob- 

'  See  SmoIIefs  contijiuatioD  of  Hume,  yol.  iv.  p.  116. 

tained 
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tainecl  under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,  chab. 
or  by  treaty  with  foreign  powers,  to  private  ufe,   ^^ 
is  illegal;  and  that  great  fiims  of  money  have     i77S- 
been  obtained  by  fuch  means  from  the  fovereign 
princes  in  India.  Th^fe  refolutions  ^  ere  carried, 
though  not  without  confiderable  0|)pofition.  . 

Ox  a  fubfequcnt  day,  general  Purgoyne  re-  21ft  April, 
turned  to  the  fubje6t,'  jmd  dire(!:h*d  a  motion  3^"^^ 
perfonally  againft  lord  CTive,  which  was  fup-  goync's 
ported  by  Sir  William  Meredith,  and  refifted  «>otion» 
Dy  Wedderburne,  who  ably  expofed  the  impro- 
priety of  accuiingan  individual  ofdelinqucncy, 
upon  the  bare  report  of  a  felect  committee 
The  motion  was    not   then   difcuiVed   on    its 
merits,  but  evidence  ordered  to  be  heard  at  tlie 
bar. 

Os  a  fubfequcnt  day,  general  Kurgoyne,  af-  jdMay. 
ter  enterina:  fullv  into  the  evidence  detailed  !)e-  1^"'L 
tore  the  committee,  laid,  he  regarded  the  de-  ogainit 
pofnig  of  Surajah  DoM'lah,  and  the  revolution  ly»«*ciive. 
in  favour  of  .\lir  Jalher,  as  tlie  origin  of  all 
thofe  evils  which  operated  to  the  temporary  dif- 
trefs,  if  not  total  deftruction,  of  the  company; 
lie  enlarged  upon  the  perfidy  employed  to  bring 
about  that  revolution ;  fiated  the  fictitious  treaty, 
forged  in  order  to  elude  the  payment  promifed 
to  Omichund  (a  black  merchant  and  coniident 
of  Surajali  Dowlah,  whom  lord  Clive  and  the 
iclccl  committee  in  India  prevailed  upon  to 
join  in  a  fchemc  to  dethrone  his  mafter;)  ex- 
pofed tlie  condu6t  of  lord  Clive,  in  caufing  ad- 
miral Watfon's  name  to  be  ligned,  contrary  to 
tlie  admiral's  exprefs  inclination,  to  this  treaty; 
and  added,  that  the  perfidy  towards  Omi- 
chund was  of  the  blackeft  dye.  He  concludetl 
with  moving,  that  **  Robert  lord  Clive,  alx)ut 
''  tlie  time  of  depofing  Surajah  Dowlah,  nabob 
**  of  l>engal,  and  eftabliihing  Mir  Jaffier  on 
c  4  "  the 


'24  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND- 

CHAP,   "the  mufnud,  did,  through  the  influence  of 
^^  .  "  powers  with  which  he  was  intrufted,  ohtain, 
X773-      "  under  various  authorities,  fums  amounting 
"  to   two  hundred   and  thirty-four  thoufandi 
"  pounds,  £.fid  in  fo  doing,  abiiled  thofe  powers, 
"  to  the  evil  example  of  the  ferv^ants  of  the 
"  public."      Some   amendments  were  moved, 
and,  in  the  debate,  lord  Clive  made  a  mafterly 
defence  of  his  conduft. 
His  dc  He  inveftigated,  with  minutenefs,  the  reports 

fence.  Qf  ijie  committees,  fo  far  as  they  applied  to  him, 
and  in  anfwcr  to  the  fui-mifes  attempted  to  be 
eftabliilied,  read  irrefragable  documents,  prov- 
ing the  manner  in  which  his  condu6l  was  viewed 
£t  the  time,  and  by  thofe  Avho  were  beft  qua- 
lified to  judge.  They  confifted  of  the  nabob's 
letters  to  him  as  prcfident  of  the  fele6l  com- 
mittee, the  committee's  letter  to  the  directors, 
and  finally,  the  letter  of  approbation  from  tlie 
direftors  to  him.  He  fliewed  the  remiflhefs 
of  former  adrniniftrations  in  negletling  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  pointed 
out  the  pcrfonal  malevolence  which  produced 
this  untimely  and  unfounded  crimination. 
"  The  direflors,"  he  faid,  *'  for  t>vo  years  pafr, 
"  either  througli  ignorance  or  defign,  had  kept 
*^  the  afl'airs  of  the  company  afccret;  they  had 
*'  rioted  at  taverns,  dillolved  in  diflipation  and 
"  luxury,  but  entirely  neglected  their  duty,  em- 
"  ploying  a  man  to  think  for  them,  to  whom 
"  they  allowed  four  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
*'  num ;  hence  many  of  their  orders  were  fo 
*'  abfurd  and  contradictory,  that  their  own  fcr- 
"  vants  were  almoll  juftificd  in'  refufing  obe- 
"  dience." 

His    lordiliip  then   expofed    the    invidious 
manner  in  which  the  committees  purfucd  their 

inquiries^ 
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inquiries,  limiting  them  entirely  to  his  conduft,  chap. 
inilead  of  exploring  fubjefts  of  general  utility;    ^^L/i 
he  was  examined  before  them,  he  faid,  more     177J. 
like  a  flieep-ftealcr  than  a  member  of  their  own 
houfe.     He  vindicated  the  receipt  of  prefeuts 
as  l>eing  at  that  time  perfedly  legal  and  univer- 
fally  prattifed,  and  proved  that  if  avarice  had 
been  his  paflion,  he  could  have  realized  a  for- 
tune too  great  for  a  fubje6t. 

Hk  entered  into  a  detail  of  all  the  tranfac- 
tions  in  which  he  was  engaged ;  and  after  dif- 
playing  the  defperate  iituation  of  the  company's 
affairs,  when  it  pleafed  God  to  make  him  the 
inftrument  of  their  delivery,  related  the  circum- 
ftauces  of  the  fraud  practifed  on  Omichund. 
"  We  foon  dilcovered,"  he  faid,  ''  that  Surajah 
"  Dowlah  only  waited  for  the  departure  of  the 
"  fleet  to  exterminate  the  Engliih.  But  the 
**  nabob,  like  other  treacherous  men,  was  fur- 
"  rounded  by  perfons  of  the  fame  caft  and  dif- 
*'  pofition.  Omichund,  his  confidential  fervant, 
"  told  his  mafter  of  an  agreement  made  be- 
"  tween  the  Englilh  and  monfieur  Dupr^e  to 
"  attack  him,  and  received  for  that  advice  four 
"  lacks  of  rupees.  Finding  this  to  be  the  man 
**  in  whom  the  nabob  entirely  trufted,  we  con-* 
"  fidered  him  as  a  moft  material  engine  in  the 
"  intended  revolution.  We  therefore  made  fuch 
*'  an  agieement  as  was  neceffary  for  the  purpofe, 
"  and  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him  to  fatisfy 
*'  his  demands.  When  all  things  were  prepared, 
*'  and  the  evening  of  the  event  was  appointed, 
*'  Omichund  applied  to  Mr.  Watts,  who  was 
*'  at  the  court  of  the  nabob,  infifting  on 
"  thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  and  five  per  cent, 
"on  all  the  treafure  that  Ihould  be  found; 
"  threatening,  uuleft  this  demand  was  imme- 

"  diately 
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CHAP.  "  diately  complied  with,  to  difclofe  the  plan  to 
XX.  <«  the  nabob ;  and  that  Mr.  Watts,  with  the  two 
i>773.  "  other  Englifli  gentlemen  then  at  court,  fliould 
"  be  put  to  death  before  the  morning,  Mr. 
"  Watts  immediately  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
**  me  at  the  council.  1  did  not  hefitate  m  find- 
**  ing  a  ftratagem  to  fave  their  lives,  and  fecure 
**  the  fuccefs  of  the  intended  event.  We  pre- 
"  pared  another  treaty ;  this  was  called  the  red, 
"  the  other  the  white  treaty.  It  was  figned  by 
"every  one  except  admiral  Watfon;  and  I 
**  fliould  have  confidered  myfelf  fufficiently 
*'  authorized  to  affix  his  name,  by  a  converfa- 
"  tion  I  had  with  him.  His  name  was,  however, 
**  fubfcribed  by  another  perfon,  whether  in  his 
"  prefence  or  not,  I  cannot  fay;  but  I  know, 
"  he  thought  he  had  fufficient  authority.  This 
"  treaty  was  tranfmitted  to  Omichund,  who 
**  did  not  fufpe6l  the  ftratagem ;  and  fuccefs 
**  attended  the  projett.  The  houfe,  I  am  fully 
"  perfuaded,  will  agree,  that,  when  the  very 
**  exiftence  of  the  company  was  at  ftake,  and 
"  the  lives  of  thefe  people  fo  precarioufly 
"  fituated,  and  fo  certain  of  being  deftroyed,  it 
"  was  true  policy  and  juftice  to  deceive  fo  great 
**  a  villain.'*  Lord  Clive  then  read  letters  from 
admiral  Watfon  and  others,  fully  approving 
his  conduct,  and  fimilar  papers  from  the  court 
of  direftors,  who  prefented  him  with  a  fword 
richly  adorned  with  diamonds,  and  after  highly 
extolling  his  proceedings,  termed  the  elevation 
of  ]\Iir  father,  a  glorious  and  profitable  revo- 
lution. In  clofing  this  part  of  his  defence,  he 
faid,  "  A  late  minifter  (lord  Chatham)  whole 
"abilities  have  been  an  honour  to  his  country, 
*'  awd  whom  this  houfe  will  ever  revere,  will,*^I 
*^  am  fure,  come  to  your  bar,  and  not  only  tell 

'*  you 
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**  you  how  highly  he  thought  of  my  fervices  at  chap. 
"  the  time,  but  alfo  what  his  opinion  is  now."      y^^ 

He  complained,  that  after  fuch  certificates,  im* 
and  fo  merited,  he  Ihould  be  brought  before 
the  houfe  like  a  criminal,  and  tlie  very  bcft 
parts  of  his  conduft  conftrued  into  crimes 
againft  the  ftate.  "  I  cannot  fay,"  he  con- 
cluded, "  that  I  either  fit  or  reft  eafy,  when  I 
**  find  that  all  I  have  in  the  world  is  confif- 
^"  cated,  and  no  one  will  take  my  fecurity  for 
**  a  fliilling.  Thefe  are  dreadful  apprehen- 
"  fions  to  remain  under,  and  I  cannot  look 
"  upon  myfelf  but  as  a  bankrupt.  I  have  not 
**  any  thing  left  that  I  can  call  my  own,  except 
"  m)'^  paternal  fortune  of  five  hundred  pounds 
^'  per  annum,  and  which  has  been  in  the  family 
^'  for  ages.  But  upon  this  I  am  content  to  live; 
"  and  perhaps  I  fhall  find  more  real  content  and 
*^  happinefs,  then  in  the  trembling  affluence  of 
^*  an  unfettled  fortune.  But,  if  it  iliould  be  the 
"  cafe,  I  have  a  confcious  innocence  that  tells 
"  me  my  conduft  is  irreproachable.  Frajigas^ 
"  nonJieRes.  They  may  take  from  me  what  I 
"  have;  they  may,  as  they  think,  make  me  poor, 
"  but  I  will  be  happy !  I  mean  not  this  as  my 
"  defence.  My  defence  may  be  made  at  the 
"  bar;  but  before  I  fit  down  I  addrefs  one  re- 
"  queft  to  the  houfe,  that,  when  they  come  to 
"  decide  upon  mif  honour,  they  will  not  forget 
"  their  own." 

Having  finifhed  his  defence,  his  lordfliip  EkcuI|«- 
quittcd  the  houfe.  A  fentence  of  cenfure  pro-  |<>7r«^»- 
pofed  againft  him  was  negatived,  by  amotion 
for  the  previous  queftion;  anel  at  five  .o'clock 
in  the  morning,  on  the  motion  of  Wedderburne, 
a  refolulion  was  palled  unariimoufly,  merely  af- 
icrting  the  fact  of  lord  Clive  having  received 

the 
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the  fum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty -fonr  thou- 
fand  pounds,  with  the  additional  obfervation, 
that,  at  the  fame  time,  he  rendered  great  and 
meritorious  fervices  to  his  country." 

In  a  fubfequent  debate,  lord  Clive  recapitu- 
lated the  topics  contained  in  his  fpeech  of  the 
laft  feffion,  and  exculpated  himfclf  from  the 
charges,  made  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs, 
on  his  conduft  during  his  laft  government. 
After  this  he  intruded  on  the  houfe  no  further, 
except  to  rectify  a  mif-ftatement  of  fome  fa6ls, 
and  then,  fuch  was  the  fury  of  party-fpirit,  that 
a  member  pennitted  himfelf  to  fneer  at  lord 
Clive's  former  defence,  by  faying,  *'  the  noble 
"  lord  was  a  long  fpeech  maker,  and  would, 
"  perhaps,  offer  another  harangue  of  two  hours 
"  and  twenty  minutes." 

The  defence  of  lord  Clive's  condudl  did 
not,  however,  reft  on  himfelf  alone :  Wedder- 
burne,  the  folicitor-general,  difplayed  an  un- 
ufual  portion  of  learning,  logic,  and  practical 
good  fenfe,  in  his  behalf.  He  reproached  tlie 
committees  with  having,  inftead  of  an  open, 
liberal,  and  manly  endeavour,  to  bring  forward 
fuch  regulations  as  would  prevent  future  evils, 
reftri6led  themfelves  to  a  narrow,  contrafted, 
invidious  attention  to  the  conduct  of  indivi- 
duals. He  jullified  the  depofition  of  Surajah 
Dowlah,  on  the  grounds  of  juftice  as  well  as  of 
policy.  Far  from  admitting  that  fuch  a  tranf- 
aftlon  wasdiihonourable  to  Britain,  he  claimed 
the  admiration  of  the  hiftorian,  Avho  in  future 
times  fliould  record,  "  that  a  revolution  which 
"  acquired  to  the  company  a  dominion  larger, 
*'  wealthier,  and  more  populous  than  ever 
**  Athens  poflelfed,  or  than  Rome  itfelf,  when 
*'  ijie  had  conquered  the  Italian  ftates ;  larger 

"  than 
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**than  France,  and  in  revenues  fuperior  to  chap. 
"  mod  of  the  powers  of  Europe ;  that  in  the  ^^^ 
**  career  of  fuch  conquefts — of  fuch  great  »773« 
**  events,  fo  few  a6^ions  are  to  be  difcovered 
^*  by  the  moft  inquifitive  examination  (and  a 
**  more  prying  one  never  was  known)  fo  few 
"  that  reflcft  diihonour  on  individuals — none 
"  that  tamifli  the  Britilh  name."  He  removed 
every  imputation  of  blame  from  the  artifice 
ufed  to  circumvent  the  traitor  Omichund,  and 
appealed  to  the  lion  our  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation,  againft  an  attempt  to  deprive  an  indi- 
vidual of  the  remuneration  of  aftions,  which 
had  been  the  admiration  of  the  world — the  pride 
of  Britain — ^the  envy  of  Europe.  In  anfwer 
to  the  queftion,  Where  fuch  opprellions  and 
tyranny  were  to  be  found  as  were  praftifed  in 
Bengal  ?  he  faid,  "  In  the  democratical  tyranny 
"  of  an  Athenian  mob,  envious  of  every  great 
"  and  noble  name,  taking  off  one  for  his  wealth, 
"  banifhing  another  for  nis  family,  and  a  third 
"  for  his  fame.  This  deteflable  fpirit  occafioned 
*'  real  tyranny,  and  we  are  now  following  the 
"  example." 

Thurlow,  the  attorney-general,  was  on  the 
other  fide,  but  the  exculpation  of  lord  Clive 
appears  complete.  He  committed  no  illegal 
aft  towards  his  employers;  he  ufed  no  unne- 
celTary  cruelty  towards  thofe  whom  he  con- 
quered; nor  did  he,  in  the  purfuit  of  wealth, 
avail  himfelf  of  the  means  which  lay  fo  abun- 
dantly before  him,  to  accumulate  an  enormous 
mafs  of  riches ;  the  fortune  he  poilefled  was  un- 
doubtedly ample,  but  few  in  his  fituation  would 
have  evinced  fo  much  felf-denial,  as  to  be  fatif- 
fied  with  a  firft  acquifition,  when  many  years 
of  fubfequent  fervice  afforded  opportunities, 

and 
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and  a  pretence  for  additions  of  infinitely  greater 
importance.^ 
1773.         The  attention  of  parliament  was   alfo  en- 
wiih^the     S^S^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  public  feeling  confiderably  in- 
clrrihsof  tereftcd,  on  a  conteft  wjth  the  Carribs  of  St. 
ScViii-      Vincent's,  refpcfting  \\hich  many  forcible  ap- 
^*"'  ••       peals  were  directed  to  the  houfe  of  commons  and 
to  the  nation.  To  underlland  this  queftion  it  will 
be  neccflkry  to  recur  to  a  diftant  period,  and 
examine  hiftorically  the  ftate  of  the  ifland. 
Early hif.       Saint  Vinckxt's,  One  of  tlic  difcovcrics  of 
]a2.f^^^  Columbus,  contains  about  84,000  acres,  and  is 
twenty-four  miles  in  length,    and   twelve  in 
breadth.     The  Spaniards  were  not  fufficienily 
numerous  to  attempt  obtaining  pofleflion,  be- 
caufe  the  Indians,  who  made  it  their  place  of 
rendezvous  in  expeditions  to  the  continent, 
were  in  great  force.     Thefe  Indians,   who  are 
commonly  taken  for  the  Aborigines,  are  deno- 
minated i'cd,  fometimes  yellow  Carribs.*     They 
are  defcribed  as  a  mild  and  moderate  race,  and 
of  low  fiature;  inhabiting  the  Avoods  in  fcat- 
tcred  families,  in  a  ftate  of  primitive  fimplicity, 
and  under  a  kind  of  patriarchal  government. 

y  Although,  throughout  this  inquiry,  lord  Clive  difplayed  the 
gi"catett  firmnefs  an. I  magnanimity,  bis  mind  never  recovered  its. 
proprr  bi:is.  Wedded  to  glory,  and  pluming  himfelf  upon  thoie  ac« 
tLons  which  hadelevateil  him  to  an  unparalleled  degree  of  fame,  and 
unexampled  grandeur  of  fortune,  he  could  ill  brook  the  neceflity  of 
defence,  and  felt  as  an  ignominy  the  neceffity  of  pleading  for  hit 
chamber  and  property.  He,  upon  whoiie  plea fu re  had  fo  often  de- 
pemlfd  the  jate  of  fovereigns  and  of  ftates,  who  might  with  truth  be 
ftylcd  "  the  fttter-upand  puller- down  of  kings;''  fickcncd  at  the  re- 
coiitr^ion  of  th^t  ingratitude  which  degraded  him  to  the  pofition  of  a 
culprit.  A  feverilh  untafincfs  took  pc  flWrion  of  his  mind  j  his  feel- 
ings becoming  daily  more  agonizing,  brought  on  at  length  a  delirium, 
one  of  the  paroxyims  of  winch  teiminatcd  his  exiftence.  His  death 
happened  the  zad  of  November  1774. 

»  I  have  adopted  the  common  orthography  of  this  word  t  it  i» 
fometimes  fpelt  Charibb,  and  Bryan  Edwards  writes  ic  Qbaraihes, 

At 
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At  a  period  which  cannot  be  exadly  afcer-  c  H  ap, 
tained,  but  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  feven-   yj^^^^ 
teenth  century,  a  ihip  from  Guinea  Avith  a  large     1773. 
cargo  of  flaves,  was  wrecked  or  run  on  fliore,  J^o^*^" 
the  negroes  efcaped,  and,  either  by  favour  or  twecn  red 
force,    eftabliflied   themfelves    on  the   ifland.  JI!^^^^^*^ 
Thefe  negroes  were  of  the  Mocoa  race,  tall,    " 
flout,    violent,   irritable,    and    crafty.      They 
foon  increafed  their  numbers  by  intermanying 
among  themfelves  and  with  the  natives,  and 
began  to  invade  the  property  of  their  too  con- 
fiding hofts.     After  a  feries  of  ftruggles,,the  in- 
truders obtained  poffeffion  of  the  moft  valuable 
parts  of  the  country,  and  by  frequent  flaughter 
reduced  the  number  of  their  opponents  to  com- 
parative infignificance.      The  defcendants   of 
thefe  Africans  were  called  black  Carribs. 

In  the  year  1719,  the  difputes  between  the  The 
races  of  Carribs  being  carried  on  M'ith  great  ^in"a\^^ 
violence,  the  French  inhabitants  of  Martinico  licmcm, 
conceived  hopes,  that  by  favouring  one  party, 
and  fubduing  the  other,  they  might  gain  pof- 
feffion of  the  ifland ;  they  therefore  landed  a 
confiderable  force,  and,  calling  themfelves  al- 
lies of  the  red  Carribs,  committed  fome  hoftili- 
ties  on  the  other  party.  The  expeded  afliftance  •  * 
was  however  withheld,  either  through  fear  or 
jealoufy,  and  after  lofmg  many  lives,  the  French 
were  compelled  to  make  peace.  Failing  in  their 
hopes  of  conqueft,  they  fucceeded  in  obtaining 
an  eftablifliment  by  negotiation,  and  from  fmall 
beginnings  increafed  their  number  of  fettiers 
to  eight  hundred  whites  and  three  thoufand 
flaves.  They  did  not, acquire  tliis  advantage 
without  many  humiliating  conceflTions,  and 
mortifying  infults;  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit,  without  refiilance,  to  all  the  caprices  of 
favage  licentioufnefs,  to  permit  the  feduftion 

of 
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of  their  flaves,  the  phmder  and  burning  of  their 
^   ^    eftates,  anil  to  conipromife  with  the  black  Car- 
1773.      1  lbs  under  terms  of  the  mod  abjeft  and  degrad- 
ing fubniiflion.*     They  hoped,  by  temporizing, 
to  gain  an  entire  afcendency,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  endeavoured  to  live  on  amicable  terms  ti'ith 
*  the  ferocious  Carribs,  to  whom  they  imparted 
a  fmall  knowledge  of  the  catholic  religion,  af- 
fefting  towards  them  an  extraordinary  attach- 
ment. 
Arrange-    *    Wn  I LE  Saint  VinccntV,  and  other  iflands  in- 
roenisin     habited  by  the  Carribs,  were  thus  anxioiifly 
of  Ab^'ia    coveted  by  the  French,  they  were  no  lefs  ob- 
Chapciiej   jefts  of  dcfirc  to  the  Englilh  ;  but  at\era  long 
and  ineffeftual  conteft,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  1748,  that  thofe 
iflands  ihould  be  conlidered  neutral,  the  pro- 
perty being  vefted  in  the  Carribs,  but  the  Eu- 
ropean fubje6ts  retaining  their  private  poffel^ 
fions.    Both  nations  were  afterwards  diflatisfied 
with  this  arrangement,  in  M'hich,  from  mutual 
jealoufy,  they  had  conceded  their  own  rights 
hito  the  hands  of  a  race  who  were  not  parties  to 
At  the       the  contract.    In  the  negotiation  of  1762,  they 
pace  of     adopted  a  contrary  fyfteni,  and  without  naming 
'^  *'        the  Carribs,  or  adverting  to  their  rights,  real 
or  imaginary,  the-illands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  Tobago,  were  allotted  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, while  France  kept  pofleifion  of  St.  Lucia.** 

a  The  following  inftance  is  given  by  the  Abbe  Raynal.  «*  The 
••  black  Carribs,  conquerors  and  mailers  of  all  the  leeward  coaft, 
«<  required  of  the  Europeans,  that  tbey  (hotild  again  buy  tlie  lands 
«*  they  had  already  purcbafed,  A  Frenchman  attempted  to  fliew  tbe 
««  deed  of  conveyance  from  a  red  Carrib;  1  knew  nor,  fays  a  black 
«  Carrib,  what  thy  paper  fays  j  bur  read  what  is  written  on  my  ar- 
«*  row.  There  you  may  ice,  in  cJiaraacrs  which  do  not  lie,  that  it  you 
<«  do  not  give  me  what  I  demand,  1  will  go  and  burn  your  houfe  to- 
"  night." 

fc  In  'his  account  I  fiave  principally  followed  Edwards's  hiftory  of 
the  Wcit  Indies,  vol.  i.  b,  iii.  chap.  3,  with  occafional  references  to 
Kaynaly  Guthrie,  and  the  papers  produced  to  the  houfe  cfc<  mmons. 
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MA!Ct  of  the  French  inhabitants,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Englilh,  left  St.  Vincent's,  and  the 
Carribs  alfo  fulicited  from  the  French  governor 
of  St  Lucia,  permiflion  to  fettle  there,  which 
was  refufed.    A  commilVion  was  fmmed  for  fur-  Procfcd- 
veying  and  difpofing  of  the  lands ;  but  although  B?|iSfg||^ 
no  ftipulation  was  made  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  vernment 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  forbad  the  commif-  "^'^^  J«- 
fioners  to  fuffel*  any  furvey  of  the  territory  in-  undtT 
habited  or  claimed  by  the  Carribs,  till  the  re-  14th  Mar, 
ceipt  of  further  inflruftions,  that  their  num-  '^^^ 
bers,   difpofitions,    and  fettlements  might  be 
more  fully  known. 

At  firft  the  Carribs,  uncertain  of  their  future  Condua 
deftiny,  Ihewed  the  utmoft  humility,  and  in  ^f^^^^^"' 
compliance  with  the  projjofitions  of  govern- 
ment, many  of  them'  took  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, atid  were  received  as  fubjecis,  ihewing 
a  perfect  underftanding  of  the  tranfaflion,  ex-' 
preffing  themfelves  much  favoured  and  obliged 
by  being  placed  on  fuch  a  footing,  and  con- 
fenting  to  give  up  fuch  lands  as  they  could  not 
cultivate/  Afterwards,  however,  when  they 
underilood  the  nature  of  the  inflru<5lions  to  the 
commiilioners,  and  had  received  advice  from 
the  French,  tliey  claimed  more  land  than  could 
be  ufeful,  or  than,  under  other  circumftancesj 
they  would  have  prefumed  to  demand/ 

After  three  years,  William  Young,  efq.  fii-ft  tirtr  April 
commiifioner  for  the  fale  of  lands,  in  a  memo-  j^^J' 
rial  to  the  tredurv,  ftated,  that  the  total  num-  Young's 
ber  of  Carribs  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand,  «»«'«^'^*^ 
including  women  and  children:  the  original 

c  See  rtport  of  Mr.  Maidnnd  and  otber  perftms  coTvemed  in  tht 
tlkndbf  St.  Vincent,  to  lord  Hilliborough  i  bobrett^sDebaus,  vol.  v^ 
p.  366. 

^  See  Memoir  of  Mr.  William  Young  $  Debrttt'i  Debates^  vol.  vu 
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Carribs  beini;  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number/ 
living  remote  from  the  blacks,  and  under  con-  * 
tinual  apprchenfions  from  their  known  ferocity. 
The  black  Carribs  were  fcattered  over  the  moft 
cxtenlivc  and  iincft  part  of  the  ifland,  but  they 
cultivated  only  a  fmall  portion  of  the  land  in 
detached  pieces,  principally  relying  for  fub- 
liftence  on  hunting  and  filhing.     It  was  con- 
fidered  dangerous  to  the  colonifts  that  thefe 
lands  fliould  remain  in  the  pofleflion  of  lawlefs 
and  wild  favages,  and  therefore  further  inftruc- 
tions  were  rcqucfted.      Mr.  Young  intimated 
the  propriety  of  atibrding  protettion  to  the  red. 
Carribs,  as  permitting  their  extermination  by 
the  blacks,  would  be  rej)ugnant  to  humanity  ; 
and  he  confidcred,  as  a  fubjeft  of  curious  fpc- 
culation,   the   adoption  of  fuch  meafurcs  as 
would  reconcile  the  happinefs  of  both  races  of 
Carribs,  with  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  fubjccts/ 
Jan.  1768.      In  puifuance  of  Mr.  Young's  rccommenda- 
^"7J^y^»'-  tion,  the  lords  of  the  treafury  inftrutted  the 
commiffioners  to  furvey  and  difpofe  of  certain 
parts  of  the  ifland  claimed  by  the  Carribs;  but 
not  to  attempt  removing  them  until  notice  of 
the  whole  arrangement  and  defign  iliould  be 
fidly  imparted  to,    and   underftood   by  their 
chiefs :  humanity,   mildnefs,  and  attention  to 
the  habits  and  convenience  of  the  Carribs  were 
exprclsly  enjoined  ;  the  commiffioners  were  re- 
ftricted  frou)  receiving  fees,  dire6ted  to  avoid 
violence,  and  to  obfcrve  the  ftricteft  good  faith 
in  their  tranfaftions.     In  the  lands  allotted  iiv 
exchange  no  quit-rent  was  to  be  referved,  and 
jlie  Carribs  were  to  receive  the  fum  of  four 

.'  «  According  to  the  beft  accounts  not  above  one  hundred  f^milieu 
f  Set  this  memorial  ac  kn£th«  DehreU't  Debates,  rol  vi.  p.336« 

*  •      "  Johannes, 
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Johannes,  or  feven  pounds  four  fliillings  fterling, 
for  every  acre  they  had  cleared.' 

On  receipt  of  thefe  inflructions,  the  king's  May^769. 
furveyors  began  to  examine  the  country,  and  ^"^^\ 
hiake  a  road.     The  black  Carribs,  filled  with  iofnmif-  * 
alarm  and  indignation,  aflembled  a  force  of  ^»^»<^.rs. 
two  hundJ-ed  men  in  arms,  and,  loudly  declar-  ofthc'^^ 
ing  their  refolution  to  maintain  their  freedom  Wack  Car* 
and  preferve  their  lands,  infulted  and  obfirufted  "^** 
the  furveyors,  and  furrounding  a  detachment 
of  forty  men,  fent  to  guard  them,  cut  off  every 
fupply  of  water  and  provifions.    Mr.  Alexander,  Armngw. 
prefident  of  the  council,   ading  for  the  go-  "*"^ 
vernor  in  his  abfence,   collected  a  force  of  a 
hundred  men,    but  having    pofitive   inflruc- 
tions to  avoid  hoftilities,  propofed  to  ful'pend 
making  the  road,  and  defift  from  all  proceed- 
ings till  further  orders  from  the  king,  of  which 
he  would  give  due  notice :  the  Carribs,  fatisfied 
with  this  declaration,  promifed  to  return  quietly 
to  their  habitations;  the  forty  n>enwere  liberat- 
ed, and  tranquillity  reftored  without  bloiDdfhed.* 

An"  appeal  to  force  now  feemed  inevitable.  Their  for* 
The  Carribs  declared  their  refolution  not  to  {g*^^***' 
fuffer  the  proceeding  of  the  furveyors;  pre- 
vented the  military  from  going  to  their  new 
barracks  at.Merccrika;  pulled  down  the  houfe 
allotted  for  that  pui-pofe;  denied  fubjeciion  to 
the  king,  and  refolved  to  preferve  their  inde- 
pendence. After  the  arrangements  with  Mr. 
Alexander,  they  broke  up  the  road  begun  by 
the   troops  and  furveyors,   burned "  the  huta 

<  Debrett*$  Debates,  toI.  tI.  p.  341. 

^  See  lieuteDanNgovernor  Fitzmajirice^s  letter  to  Idrd  Hilliboroughi 
Mr.  Win.  Young's  Jctter  to  Harry  Alexander  5  the  ls:tter  of  Mr. 
Alexander  to  lieutenant-governor  Fitzmaurice,  and  the  memorials 
and  fuUequent  papers^  paflim.  Dehrctt's  Debates,  vol«  ▼•  f.  3469 
ct  feqq. 
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crc6led  for  tlicir  ufc,  and  committed  many  tz^ 
vages  on  the  neighbouring  plantations.     The 
red  Carribs  did  not  interfere  in  the  contcft: 
the  lords  of  tlie  treafury  lliewed  humane  at- 
tention towards  them,  by  directing,  that  if  the 
remains  of  this  unfortunate  people  wiflicd  to  be 
fettled  apart  from  the  negroes,  their  inclina- 
tion fliould  be  comi)lied  with. 
Artificfcs        Non  would  the  black  Carribs  probably  have 
of  the        fliewn  fo  determined  an  oppofition,  on  a  point 
of  no  importance  to  them,  but  for  the  artful 
inftigutiou  of  the  Trench,    M'ho   ufed   every 
means  to  excite  antipathy  againft  the  Englifh; 
even  tlie  little  information  they  imparted  of 
the  catholic  religion  was  fubfervient  to  this 
purpofe ;  and  in  execrating  the  Britilh  name, 
the  Carribs  did  not  forget  to  fligmatizc  thera 
as  heretics.     For  fome  time  after  the  peace, 
however,  no  inftanceof  difaiFedionhad  appear- 
ed, except  that  of  maintaining  a  contraband 
intercourle  with  the  French  inhabitants  of  SL 
Lucia  and  jMartinico,  and  declining  all  com- 
merce with  the  Englifli  in  St.  Vincent's.  From 
the  vicinity  of  St.  Lucia,  and  tlie  ancient  ha- 
bits of  tlie  Carribs,  this  preference  might  have 
been  confidered  of  fmall  importance,  had  not 
the  malignant  genius  of  the  French  foon  ren- 
dered it  extremely  dangerous,     llie  Carribs 
were  inftigated  to  rclift  the  claims  of  England 
by  Frencli  emiflaries,  whofe  intrigues  in  the 
Weft  Indies  formed  a  part  of  the  plan  which 

fromptcd  the  attack  on  the  Britilh  property  at 
ulkland's  lilands.  Tliey  taught  the  black 
Carribs  to  believe,  that,  as  they  were  moftly 
<lcfcendcd  from  a  race  of  flavcs,  bound  in  an 
En^^UHi  fhip  to  Barbadoes,  the  heir  of  the 
owner  had  obtained  an  order  to  fell  them  as 
bis  awa  property.    M'hen  animofity  was  fuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently  excited  by  thcfe  calumnies,  the  French  chap. 
fupplied  them  with  fire-arms,   and  encouraged    ,J1^^ 
hoitilities. 

The  removal  of  four  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment Rationed  at  St.  V^incent's  to  Dominica, 
was  the  iignal  for  armed  oppofition,  and  at  that 
crifis  thev  attacked  the  funeyors. 

The  planters  of  St.  Vincent's  were  in  daily  Akrmt 
expe6lation  of  a  war  with  France;  and  f;iw  thiit  »»»«*  re- 
in tlie  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  illand,  furroundcd  Slan^ 
by  a  numerous  and  inveterate   enemy,   well  of  th** 
armed,   and  difciplincd  by  French  fugitives,  ^^^^^''^* 
their  property  and  lives  were  on  a  moft  infe- 
cure  and  hazardous  tenure.     Rumours  of  pro- 
je6ted  maflacres  and  conflaiijrations  were  circu- 
lated.    The  planters  rqprefented  tlicir  condi- 
tion with  anxiety  and  folicitude,  and  all  their 
difpatches  to  government,  after  the  late  com- 
motion, earneiUy  requefted  an  augmenfcition  of 
the  armed  force.     Avarice  too  had  its  iliare  in 
thefe  reprefentations ;  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander expreffed  in  ftrong  terms  his  impatience 
at  being  reftrained  from  extremities,  his  reluc- 
tance at  leaving  fo  foon  that  fine  cream  part 
qf  the  ijlandy  and  his  hopes  tliat  his  ablence 
from  it  would  be  but  fliort.* 

The  lieutenant-governor,  however,  endea-  Efforts  of 
voured  to  reftoretranquiUity;  he  erii  bodied  the  ^**{**«^*^- 
imlitia,  and  illued  a  nnld  and  temperate  pro-  Temor. 
clamation  to  the  Carribs.      He  forwarded  to  >«'«M«ne^ 
government,  by  the  hands  of  the  fpeakcr  of  the  ^^  ^* 
allembly,  a  correct  delineation  of  the  ftate  of 
tlie  colony,  but  forcibly  reprefented  the  impof- 
fibility  of  retaining  an  advantageous  pofl'eflion 
while  fo  large  k  portion  of  the  illand  was  occu- 
pied by  the  negroes,  without  any  mixture  of 

*  See  the  papers  in  Debrett's  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  346  to  355. 
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CHAP,  white  inhabitants,  as  they  muft  continue  unctr 
sj^^^   vilized,  lawlefs,  difaffeftcd,  ufelefs,  and  prone, 
in  cafe  of  war,  to  join  the  enemy.     He  alfo  ob» 
fenced,  that,  "  as  from  the  moft  exad;  calcula- 
"  tions  they  could  not  exceed  a  thoufand  fight-* 
"  ing  men,  though  headed  by  feveral  intelU* 
"gent  and  refohite  chiefs;  another  regiment 
"  properly  difpofed,    aflifted  by  his  majefty  s 
*'  fhips,  together  with  fome  expence  for  pre* 
**fent8,  and  other  incidental  charges,  would 
**  infure  their  fubmiffion  to  government,   with 
**  little  or  no  bloodlhed ;  the  white  inhabitants 
•*  could  then  live  peaceably  among  them,  and 
^*  the  expence  Mould  be  greatly  overpaid  by  the 
"faleofthelands."^ 
Orders  of       TuE  Britifli  cabinet  was  not  influenced  by 
govern-      thcfc  rcprefcntations  to  adopt  ralh  or  violent 
""^"^        meafures.    The  earl  of  Hilllborough,  in  a  pru-* 
4.th  Aug,    dent  and  temperate  letter  to  Fitzmaurice,  ap- 
J769.        proved  his  meafures  of  defence,  authorifed  him, 
m  cafe  of  continued  hoftility,  to  make  applica-- 
tion  to  general  Gage,  at  New  York,  for  addi- 
tional troops;  but  exprefslv  ordered  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  tranfmit  to  the  general  a  full  and 
explicit  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  the  ifland, 
a  minute  explanation  of  his  reafons  for  making 
fuch  requifition,  and  his  motives  for  fixing  on 
any  precife  number  of  men.* 
Tncrcafing       Elated  with  their  fuccefs  in  oppofing  the 
infoiencc     furvcyors,  the  black  Caixibs  increafed  in  info- 
ribs!^^*'   lence  i^nd  ferocity.     They  fent  an  embafly  ta 
count  d'Ennery,  or  d'Heiiri,  governor  of  Mar- 
tinico,  offering,  with  a  fmall  affiftance,  to  cut 
oiF  all  the  Eng^ifli,  and  deftroy  their  fettlements* 

^  See  Fitzmauricc's  letter  to  lord  Hilliborough»  Debrett^s  Debatesji 
vol.  vi.  p.  356,  and  his  proclamatioiiy  p.  361, 
1  See  loid  Hilliborov^h^s  letter  to  Ueuteoant-^ovcrDorFitxiQaa* 
I  rice,  ibid.  p.  35 5« 
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The  humanity  of  tlic  French  ffovcrnor  pre*-  Chaj^. 
vented  his  accedino;  to  tliis  horrible  propofi-  y^^^^ 
tion,  and  as  the  militia  was  ibon  aftrrwards 
raifed,  the  Carribs  tor  a  flioit  periotl  affected  au 
humble  and  lubniiflTive  tone.™  ^Yct  they  con- 
tinued an  illicit  intercourfe  with  the  Trench 
iilands,  and  the  iuccellbr  of  count  d'Ennery, 
as  well  as  the  j^ovcrnor  of  St.  Lucia,  appear  to  •  ' 
have  encouraged  them  in  arts  of  hoftility  and 
infubordination.  The  Carribtj  ufed  continual 
endeavours  to  feduce  or  even  iteal  the  ilaves 
belonging  to  the  planters;  cruelly  murdering 
thofe  who  would  not  Avork  or  confent  to  be  fold 
to  the  French.  Although  the  magiftrates  re- 
ceived full  information  of  the  names  and  refi- 
dences  of  the  perpetrators  of  thefe  enormities, 
they  durft  not  attempt  puniihing  them:  the 
Carribs,  armed  and  infulting,  traverfed  every 
•part  of  the  Britilh  territory,  while  their  jealoufy 
guarded  every  accefs  to  tlieir  own  domain/ 
They  blocked  up  the  high  road,  burned  the 
houfes  of  obnoxious  perfons,  and  threatened  to 
<leftroy  the  king  s  barracks  at  Prince's  Bay,  a 
fettled  part  of  the  country,  far  diftant  from  that 
which  they  inhabited  or  claimed. 

Thsse  violences,  and  the  alarms  tlKy  ex-  Reprcfcn- 
cited,  occafioned  many  applications  to  the  king  ^^'""^l^^^ 
.and  council,  fupported  by  affidavits  and  docu-  ttrs^to"hc 
ments,  to  prove  the  dangerous  connexion  be-  •^*"g- 
tween  the  Carribs  and  the  French.     The  pro-  27d  June, 
j)rietors  of  lands,  in  theii*  memorial,  demon-  *77o. 
ftrated,  that  the  defence  of  the  whole  colony  in 
cafe  of  a  war  would  be  incumbent  on  them,       .  . 
•while  the  Carribs  not  only  forbad  all  approach 

o  See  reports  of  Mr.  Maitland  and  others,  in  Debrett's  Debates, 
▼ol.  vi.  p.  366. 

n  Idem.  p.  367.   Report  of  the  commifnouers,  Debrett*s  Dcba;eS| 
vol.-vi.  p.  37S. 
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to  gceat  part  of  the  ifland,  but  were  ready  with 
a  fuperior  force  to  affift  the  enemy.  The  plan* 
ters  difclaimed  every  wilh  to  treat  the  favages 
with  iiihomanity,  but  merely  required  protec- 
tion for  their  lives  and  properties,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  enjoving,  advantageoufly,  the  eilates 
which  they  liad  purchafed  under  the  expreiS 
guaranty  of  the  crown.  The  commiflioners  for 
the  fale  of  lands,  in  a  report  to  the  board  of 
trade,  certified  many  of.  the  fame  fa6ts,  and  the 
board,  in  their  reprefentation  to  the  king,  con- 
curred in  the  neceffity  of  increafing  the  infular 
military  eftabliffiment. 

Still  theminiftry  was  defirous  to  avoid  ex- 
tremities, and  governor  Melville,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  indulgent  and  favourable  orders 
tranfmitted  to  him,  received  xnth  kindnefs  a 
deputation  of  about  fifty  Carribs,  who  attended 
him  at  Grenada,  and  endeavoured  to  exculpate 
themfelves  from  the  charge  of  difafFeAion  to 
the  Britifh  government,  and  undue  intercourfc 
with  the  French.* 

Influenced  by  governor  Melville's  repre- 
fentations,  the  miniftry  again  fent  inflru&ions 
to  the  commiflioners,  who  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  the  principal  Carribs,  at  a  place 
called  Mome  Garou,  and  made  a  very  liberal 
proffer  for  the  purchafe  of  about  four  thoufand 
acres  of  practicable  land,  which  they  only 
claimed  but  did  not  inhabit,  with  an  afluranc«, 
that  the  reft  of  their  pofleffions  ihould  be  in- 
alienably fecured;  but  the  Carribs  pofitively 
and  inflexibly  refufed  to  pennit  a  fettlement  in 
any  part  of  the  country  over  which  they  ex- 
tended a  claim.  Being  afked,  whetlier  they 
would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  fubje6ts 

•  HU  letttr  giving  an  account  of  the  intemew,  is  dated  5lib  Ju^jt 
1770.    Debates,  yoL  vi.  p.  375^ 

tqr 
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to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  one,  in  the  nmiie  chap* 
of  the  reft,  anfvvered,  they  were  equally  indc-      ^^• 
pendent  of  the  kings  of  Great  Britain  and   ^7rif 
France;  but  confefled  a  great  partiality  to  the 
French,  and  faid,  the  governor  of  Martini.co 
had  promifed  them  proteftion,  if  they  obeyed 
.his  orders  in  refufing  to  furrender  any  portion 
of  land.     This  explicit  avowal,  combined  with 
the  general  tenour  of  the  conference,  convinced 
the  commiflioners,  that  the  Carribs  acied  in^ 
tirely  under  French  influence.     The  chief  did 
not  appear  diiinclined  to  accede  to  the  propofals, 

,  but  the  principal  fpeaker,  who  feemed  to  polfefe 
the  greateft  'fliare  of  influence,  had  refilled  in 
Martinico  from  his  infancy,  and  was  but  lately 
returned  to  St.  Vincent's. 

In  reporting  thefe.  tranfaSions,  the  commif-  i6thoa. 
fioners  reprefented  the  impoflibility  of  fo  fmall  ^77x- 
an  iiland  continuing  long  divided  between  a  the^ow^- 
civilized  people,  and  favages  bound  by  no  tics  miffionerfc 
of  law  or  religion ;  exempt,  by  tlieir  lituation, 
from  fear  of  puniiliment,  and  prompt  at  the 
earlieft  inftigation  to  ruin  the  colony.     They 
obferved,   that  the  fale  of  the  land  was  no 
longer    the   moll  important  object;   but  the 
honour  of  the  crown  became  concerned  for  the 
prote6Hon  of  its  fubjeds  againfi  a  lawlefs  race, 
who  might  commit  any  kind  of  violence  with- 
out control ;  and  they  recommended  the  former 
plan  of  making  a  rosid  and  mixing  white  inha- 
bitants among  the  natives,^ 

The  alarms  of  the  people  of.  St.  Vincent's  Treachery 
received  an  additional  impulfe,  from  the  inter-  p^.*H 
ception  of  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  St. 
Lucia,  in  which  the  Carribs  were  treated  as  an     » 

tindependent  pcpple;  the  French  complained  of 


f  See  Debateti  vol.  iv.  p.  363. 

their 
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their  deviations  from  propriety  to  theniielrc% 
_  alone,  demanded  redrefs,  without  reference  to 
V7i.  the  authority  of  the  Britilh  government;  and 
with  the  threats,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
ufe,  mingled  fuch  flatteries  and  complacencies 
as  tended  to  makethefe  favages  ftill  more  proud, 
ftuhborn,  and  uncom])lying  towards  the  Eng- 
lifli.^ 
30th May,  ]\|i.  Leyboxtrne,  the  govcmor  of  St.  Vin- 
Kcmon-  ccut's,  iuclofed  to  lord  Hillflborough  the  intcr- 
ftiances  cepted  letter,  and  fuggefted,  that  as  an  hoftile 
ifla^dl^^  correfpondence  was  now  clearly  proved,  and 
lenient  meafures  had  l)een  found  ineflFeftual, 
force  muft  be  the  laft  refort;  the  tianquillity  of 
the  ifland  with  its  neighbours,  and  refpeftabi- 
lity  of  the  fleet  in  thofe  feas  rendered  the  timfc 
particularly  advantageous.'  The  council  and 
aifembly,  at  the  fame  time,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
king,  detailed  their  fears  at  being  fuiTounded 
by  lawlefs  favages,  in  ftrength  and  number  far 
fuperior  to  themfelves,  and  notorioully  at  the 
diipofal  of  a  foreign  enemy.  After  difplaying 
the  infults  and  injuries  they  were  obliged  to 
fuftain  without  poffibility  of  redrefs,  they 
claimed  protection  as  a  right,  from  their  hav- 
ing purchafed  crown  lands  at  high  prices,  ad- 
ventured their  health  and  fortunes,  and  ftrained 
their  utmoft  credit  in  forming  the  fettlement, 
all  which  they  had  done  under  a  firm  aflurance 
of  being  placed  in  as  fecure  a  fituation  as  the 
fifter  iflands.  They  obferved,  that  the  fuffering 
fuch  a  feparate  empire  was  not  only  incompa- 
tible with  their  fatety,  but  highly  derogatory 
from  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Britilh 

9  See  the  intercepted  leUer,  dated  Sept  1771.    Debrett^s  Debates, 
vol.  vi.  p.  371. 

'  Idem.  p.  371.  , 

crown; 
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crown;  that  lenity,  and  every  humane  expe-  chaf. 
dient,  had  been  long  tried  without  fuccefs;  but    J^;^ 
with  natures  incapable  of  gratitude  or  fenti-      177*. 
inent,  the  mild  hand  of  benevolence  loft  its  ef- 
fect, and  forbearance  would  only  fer\'e  (as  it 
had  already  done)  to  increafe  the  infolencc  of 
the  Carribs,  while  it  would  eventually  prove 
the  greateft  cruelty  to  the  king's  own  fab* 
jeds. 

The  experience  of  near  five  years,  from  the 
period  when  an  attempt  was  firft  made  to  pur- 
chafe  from  the  Carribs  a  part  of  their  lands, 
had  fully  convinced  the  Britiih  government 
that  the  tenure  of  the  ifland  in  its  prefent  ftate 
was  impoflible,  and  that  they  muft  either  yield 
it  up  to  the  French,  or  reduce  the  Carribs  to 
fubjedion.  The  delicacy  fhewn  in  the  year 
1 704,  in  not  immediately  afluming.poffeflion  of 
.the  vacant  lands,  and  the  refpeft  paid  to  a  claim 
without  either  occupancy  or  cultivation,  had 
fubjefted  them'  to  much  oppofition,  rendered 
the  favages  haughty  and  inflexible,  and  ena-  • 
bled  them  to  court  and  obtain  that  countenance 
by  which  they  were  encouraged  to  infult  the 
Britiili  authority,  and  fpurn  control. 

Orders  were  now  difpatched  to  the  com*-  x6th  April 
manders  of  Ihips  on  the   leeward  ftation,   to  i77». 
prevent  all  communication  between  the  Car-  operation* 
ribs  and  the  iflands  of  Martinico  and  St.  Lucia,  aRainftthe 
and  an  armed  force  was  ordered  to  St.  Vincent's.  ^^"^'^** 
In  a  letter  to  governor  Leybourne,  the  fecre-  xSthApriL 
tapy  of  ftate  explained  the  intentions  of  the 
cabinet     It  was  hoped  that  the  Carribs,  when 
they  faw  the  hoftile  preparations,  and  knew  the 
refolution  of  government,  would  avoid  extremi- 
ties, and  the  governor  was  diretted  to.  ufe  his 
utmoft  efforts  in  promoting  fuch  a  difpofition ; 
Xo  avoid  unneqeffary  feverities,  and  in  whatever 

mode 
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mode  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Carribs  might  be 
^  _  obtained,  the  defirable.  obje6i  was  to  coutinuc 
"i??*-  them  on  the  ifland,  under  conditions,  which 
might  be  a  fufficient  pledge  of  fafety,  and  with 
an  allotment  of  a  neceflary  portion  of  territory. 
If,  however,  neceffity  ihould  demand  their  re- 
moval, they  were  to  be  conveyed  to  fome  un* 
frequented  part  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  defert 
ifland  adjacent,  to  be  treated  on  the  voyage 
with  every  humanity,  and  when  put  on  fliore, 
fupplied  with  provifions,  tools,  and  implements 
requisite  for  their  prefent  and  future  fubfift- 
ence.' 

Two  regiments  were  difpalched  from  New 
York,  and  fome  battalions  from  Dominico  and 
other  iilands:  the  operations  being  commenced 
late  in  the  year,  the  refult  was  unknown  whea 
the  affair  was  difculfed  in  parliament. 
9th  Dec.  The  army  efti mates  being  prefented,  Mr. 
Difcuffion  Thomas  Townfliend  required  an  examination 
houfcof  *^^*^  the  management  of  troops  in  the  Weft 
commoDt.  Indies;  he  had  ceilaiu  information  that  the  re* 
giments  in  St.  Vincent's  were  without  tents  or 
camp  equipage,  and  flept  in  the  woods  without 
covering.  Alderman  Trefcothick  afferted,  that 
a  fcene  of  iniquity  and  cruelty  was  tranfa^in^ 
in  St.  Vincent's,  fimilar  to  the  condud  of  the 
Spaniards  towards  the  Mexicans,  and  demanded 
the  caufe  of  thofe  hoftilities  againft  a  defence- 
lefs,  innocent,  and  inoffenfive  people.  Colonel 
Barre  made  a  fpeech  of  fome  length,  in  repro- 
bation of  the  wanton  manner  in  which  the 
lives  of  the  trooj^s  were  facrificed.;  and  lord 
George  Germaine  fpoke  with  vehemence  on 
the  fame  fide.     Lord  North  barely  reminded 

•  See  lord  Hil1(borough*s  letter  to  governor  l^l;)ovrn^    Pebrett's 
Debates,  vol.  vi,  p.  3l|$. 
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the  houfc,  that  they  were  defertinsr  tlie  bufinefs  chap, 
of  the  day,  profeflecl  liis  willingnefs  to  meet  the    ,J[^^ 
inquiry,  and  furnilli  the  houfe  with  all  proper 
information.     Mn  Townfliend  proi^iifed  to  pro- 
fecute  the  fubjeft,  and  in  two  days  atlerwards  nth  Dec. 
made  a  motion  for  papers  which  was  acceded      "^*' 
to  without  a  divifion.     Thefe  papers  clearly 
proved  that  the  charge  of  neglecting  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  troops  was  unfounded. 

The  general  queftion  came  again  under  con-  ^otu  Fcbu 
iideration  after  the  rccefs,  when  Mr.Townfhend  yjl/itnette% 
moved,  that  generals  Wooten  and  Trapaud,  examineiL 
commanders  of  the  two  regiments  employed  at 
St  Vincent's,  ihould  be  examined.  General 
Wooten  had  received  no  accounts ;  general 
Trapaud  read  an  extraft  of  a  letter,  dated  the 
fourteenth  of  November,  and  received  the  fe- 
venteenth  of  December,  in  thefe  words:  "  The 
**  mortality  among  the  men  is  very  great,  ow- 
**  ing  to  the  heavy  and  continual  rains  which 
•*  M'e  have  at  this  feafon.  The  poor  Carribs 
•*  have  been  ill  ufed.  They  aft  with  great  cau- 
•'  tion;  and  the  woods  are  fo  thick  that  they 
**  knock  our  men  down  with  the  greateft  fecu- 
"  rity  to  themfelves,  as  it  is  impoffible  we  can 
"  fee  them.  We  have  only  been  able  to  pene- 
"  trate  four  miles  into  the  country.  CJod 
"  knows  how  this  pretty  expedition  will  end; 
"  all  Ave  hope  for,  is,  that  the  promoters  and 
"  contrivers  of  it  will  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy 
"  and  fevere  account."  The  credit  which 
might  be  due  to  this  imperfeft  and  fpeculative 
fcrap  was  greatly  diminirtied,  by  a  declaration 
from  the  miniller,  that  no  letter  either  of  com- 
plaint or  intelligence  had  been  received  by  the 
lecretaiy  of  ftate,  fince  the  feventeenth  of  No- 
rember.  ^ 
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On  a  fubfeqiient  day,  evidence  was  exattiin-* 
ed,  chiefly  refpcdHng  the  difpofition  of  the  Car- 
ribs.    Two  >s  itnelies,  lieutenant  Fletcher  and 
governor  Gore,  fpoke  of  them  in  advantageous 
tenns,  but  the  former  left  the  ifland  in  1757  ; 
the  latter  in  1 765.    Captain  Farquhar,  who  had 
afted  as  governor  Melville's  deputy  for  eleven 
inonths,  declared,  he  knew  no  inftances  of  their 
ill  behaviour,  but  found  them  peaceable  and 
difpoicd  to  trade.     On  the  other  hand,  cap- 
tain Rois,  who  had  recently  left  the  colony,  de- 
clared, they  were  by  nature  thieves,  and  unwor- 
thy of  confidence.     Mr.  Shaipe,  the  fpeaker  of 
the  aife^nbly,  clepofed,  that  tney  were  a  faith- 
lefs  people,  and  while  they  continued  in  the 
ifland,  neither  the  lives  nor  properties  of  hi^ 
majefty's  fubje6ts  could  be  fecure;  that  murders 
and  robberies  were  frequent;  that  his  own  ne- 
groes had  been  murdered  in  the  field;  and  no 
inducements  were  wanting  to  encourage  the 
flaves  to  defert;  the  Carribs  were  much  ad- 
ditted  to  drinking,  and  in  their  debaucheries 
were  cruel,  and  abandoned  to  every  fpecies  of 
vice.     The  overtures  to  count  d'Ennery  were 
alfo  proved. 

Mr.  Townsmen D  expatiated  on  the  cruel- 
ties and  injuftice  to  which  the  Carribs  were  ex- 
pofed,  and  defcanted  on  the  unparalleled  inhu-» 
manity  of  fending  them  to  an  uninhabited 
ifland,  where  they  mufl:  perifli  by  famine,  or, 
if  landed  on  the  continent,  fall  a  prey  jto  the 
mercilefs  negro  inhabitants ;  and  that,  by  means 
of  the  ftill  more  mercilefs  negroes  of  the  cabi- 
net. He  made  two  motions,"  firft,  That  the  ex- 
pedition to  St.  Vincent's  was  undertaken  with- 
out fulficient  provocation,  upon  the  reprefen- 
tatious  of  interefted  men,  and  muft,  if  lucceflT- 
"^  ful. 
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f«l,  eRtl  in  total  extirpation;   t])e  other,, Tliat 
tlie  military  were  fcnt  out  in  an  improper  fea-    ^^^^ 
fon  of  the  year,   and  that  the  ruin  of  fome      1773- 
of  the  bell  troops  in  the  fervicc  Mas  likely  to 
enfue. 

A  LONG  debate  was  maintained,  in  which  few 
arguments  of  great  weight  or  importance  were 
ufed.  Colonel  Barre  was  fmgularly  happy,  in  a 
ludicrous  comparifon,  between  Mr.  Alexander, 
the  prefident  of  the  council,  and  Alexander  of 
Macedon.  In  defcanting  on  the  conduft  of  the 
Gommiflioners  towards  the  Carribs,  he  intro- 
duced an  anecdote  of  the  late  war  in  America. 
A  volunteer  being  on  a  party  with  fome  light 
infantry,  and  a  few  friendly  Indians,  thpy  were 
furrounded;  the  volunteer  ihewing  iigns  of 
fear,  an  Indian,  and  old  friend,  inquired  the 
caufe;  the  volunteer  exprefled  a  dread  of  beiaig 
fcalped  by  the  enemy.  O!  replied  the  Indian, 
I  will  remove  that  uneafmefs,  for  I  fhall  take 
care  to  fcalp  you  myfelf.  Tlie  proceedings  of 
government  were  ably  defended  by  Hans  Stan- 
ley, lord  Harrington,  and  lord  North.  The 
motions  were  loft  by  great  majorities,'  as  was 
another,  for  an  addrefs  to  inform  the  houfe,  by 
whofe  advice  the  expedition  was  undertakeui 

BEFORE  thefe  debates  were  terminated,  the  'tenmm. 
fubjeft  ceafed  to  exift:  After  a  campaign,  in-  t'o«o|i^ 
cvitably  protrafted  by  the  nature  of  the  coun-  ^^^^^  * 
try,  and  of  the  enemy,  the  Br itifli  troops,  aided 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  fleet,  which  prevented 
all  extraneous  fuccour,  reduced  the  Carribs  to  17th  Jan. 
the  neceflity  of  acceding  to  a  treaty,  by  which 
every  point  in  conteft  was  fully  adjulled.     The 
Carribs  acknowledging  fubjetlion,  and  agreeing 
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to  take  tlie  oatlis  of  allegiance,  an  ampkr* 
portion  of  land  Mas  allotted,  and  ^aranteed  to' 
then]  for  ever.  The  Britifli  fubje6ls  were  al-' 
lowed  free  accefa  to  their  territory  in  fearch  of 
runaway  flaves;  to  make  roads  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  and  the  laws  of  Britain  were  to  be  reforted 
to  in  every  cafe  between  the  Cart ibs  and  the 
colonifts,  althoudi,  in  their  traufadtions  with 
each  other,  the  fovages  Mere  left  at  libertv  ta 
regulate  thcmfelves  by  their  oM'n  cuftoms.  The 
lofs  in  this  expedition  nws  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  killed;  one  hundred  and  ten  fell  vic- 
tims to  the  climate,  and  at  the  time  of  con-' 
eluding'  the  treaty,  four  hundi'ed  and  tMenty- 
eight  were  fick  and  m  ounded." 

A  i>r.TiTi0N  from  the  captains  of  the  narj, 
for  an  increafe  of  pay,  was  prefented  by  lord 
HoMT,  and  though  oppofed  by  lord  North 
and  Mr.  Fox,  adopted,'^  in  confequeftce  of 
which,  their  falary  M'as  augmented,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  iliillings  a  day. 

A  BILL  was  again  brought  in,  though  con- 
fiderablv  altered  from  that  of  laft  year,  for  re- 
lief erf  tlie  proteftant  diffenters.  It  was  debated 
in  an  animated  manner,  in  the  houf<?  of  com- 
mons, and  paffcd;  but  Mras  rejefted  by  the 
lords.*  Sir  William  Meredith  aUb  ,made  a 
motion   Relative  to    fubfcribing   the   thirty- 

V  Setf  th«  treaty  of  peace*  comprized  in  24:  articki ;  Hiftory  of 
lord  Nortlfs  adininifh-ation,  p.  95,  et  feq.  I  have  detailed  this  tnnf- 
a6lion  at  ^reat  length,  and  quoted  the  authorities  with  miAurenefs,  oA 
account  of  the  mifreprerentations  which  have  prevailed  oA  the  Tub- 
jeA.  It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  while  this  ftruggle  1f9a» 
maintaired  in  St.  Vinccnt^s,  the  Portugueze  in  the  Brazils,  aod  the 
Dutch  in  Surinam,  both  allies  of  England,  were  engaged  in  e'ottteftt 
with  lite  natives,  and  with  their  i-ebcJiious  (laves. 


*  « 54- to  1.VS. 
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nine  articles,  at  the  time  of  matriculation  in  chap. 
the  univerfities;  but  aiier  a  long  deb»t^  it  was 


XX. 


negatived/  t77i. 

r  On  this  occafioi^  the  followiog  obibvAtions  are  (kid  to  bavt  bcea 
ifnde  by  IcNrd  Cbatbam.  Dr.  Dnimm«nd,  archbiihopof  Vork,  hary 
lag  ctlkd  the  ditcotiiig  mimAen  **  Men  of  cMb  ambitSoh  ^  brti 
Chatham  acctilbd  him  ot' judging  onchariaibiy  t  <*  Wbocror  brought 
**  fuch  a  charse  againft  them  defamed,**— Here  he  paufed^  and  tbea 
imcecded-^^  The  diienting  minitters  are  rcprefeoted  aa  men  of  dofe 
««  MAbition.  They  are  fb*  my  locdas  and  tneir  ambition  b  to  keep 
**  cioie  to  the  college  of  iilhcrmeDy  not  of  cardinalt ;  and  to  the  doc'^ 
'^  trine  of  in({itred  apoftlei»  not  to  the  decrees  of  interefted  and  afpir- 
<<  ittg  biiiDpa.»-^Tbey  contmi  for  a  Ipiritual  creed,  and  fpiHtual 
**  worfliip.  We  have  a  Cahiniftk  creed«  a  Popifli  litufgy»  and  aa 
^  Arminian  dergy.^  Thit  debate  it  not  reported,  and  for  this 
I^Mch  I  hare  no  authority,  except  a  report  of  Btirke*s  (j^etcht  on  tbo 
adofMarchy  «7^  iaOebiettSFariiaiMntaiy  JUgyftar^fiLanii* 
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CHAPTER   THE  TWENTY-FIRST: 

1771  —  1774. 

Plewof  the  war  betuxeu  Ruffia  and  the  Porte. 
^^Commencement  of  hojtititics. — Succejfes  of 
Rtiffia.-^DeJlruciion  of  the  Turkijkfieet.--^ 
Jealoufif  ofFrance.-^Congrefs  at  Fokjkiani 
— Preparations  of  France. — Augmentation 
of  the  Britijh  naval  force.  '^French  minijler 
eager  for  war. — The  king  avcrfe.  —  Prepa- 
rations at  Brcji.  —  Conference  of  loj^d  Stor- 

.  ,mont  wjth,  the  French  mtnyier.-^ Arma- 
ment at  Breji  difcontinued.  —  New  one  at 
Toulon."^ Preparations  in  England.  —  iSe- 
cond  conferefice  of  the  Britijh  embajador 
with  the  French  minijier. — France  deterred 
from  hojiilities.  —  Preparations  mutually 
fufpend^d. — Peace  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte.-^Tranfactions  of  the  city  of  London. 
—Refolutions  refpecting  the  duration  of  par- 
Ham'ent. — Addrefs  and  remonfrance  to  the 
king. — Ineffectual  efforts  to  revive  the  po- 
pularity of  IFilkes.^^He  moves  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  which  is  negatived.-^ Libels  the 
lord-mayor — And  is  unfuccefsful  as  candi" 
date  to  fucceed  him. — State  of  Ireland.^— 
Meeting  of  parliament.^ The  houfe  fur^ 
rounded  by  a  mob.—OppoJition  to,  andpro-^ 
teji  againji  the  addrefs.^ Refgnation  of 
Mr.  Ponfonby. — Proceedings  in  the  enfuing 
feJfion.-^AddreJjes  oppo fed.— Amended  hioney 
bill  rejected.— Alterations  in  the  ejiablijh^ 
ment  of  revenue  officers.— Hearts  of  Steel — 
Loan  negotiated.-^ Prorogation  of  parlia-^ 
ment.  ^  Lord  Townjliend  recalled.  —  Suc- 
ceeded 
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deeded  by  lord  Harcourt. — Affairs  of  Ame-*  *  ' 
rica. — Conteft  of  the  New  England  affembly 
with  the  governor. — Taxation  of  revenue  of-* 
ficers.  — Addrefs — Remonf  ranee— And  pro^ 
rogation  of  the  affembly. — Progrefsof  oppo- 
ftion. — InfHcnce  in  the  affembly.  —Fercerfe 
ufe  of  the  prefs, — Dependent  Jiate  of  the 
judges. — Governors  prohibited  from  receiv-- 
ing  prefents. — Proceedings  of  the  affembly. 
^^Legi/lature  removed  back  to  BoJton.-^Tu- 
multuous  Jiate  of  that  town. — Revenue  of- 
ficers infulted.  — Thefchooner  Gafpee  burned. 
— Report  of  the  intention  to  fix  the  falaries 
"of  the  judges.  — Town  meeting.  -^  Ccrrefpond^ 
ing  committees  appointed. -^Obfervations  on 
them. — Declaration  of  rights.-^  Addrefs  to 
the  people. — Meeting  of  the  legijlature.  — * 
They  deny  the  legijlative  authority  ofpartiu'^ 
metit. — Tranfactions  reflecting  the  falaries 
if  judges.  — The  governor  ajjents  to  the  act 
^But  refiifes  to  affent  to  a  further  grant. — 
Activity  of  the  correfponding  committees.-^ 
Publication  of  tetters  from  Hutchinfon  and 
Bernard. -^  Proceedings  of  the  affembly.'-^ 
They  petition  the  king  to  remove  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor. — Effect  of  the  pub" 
iicatioM  in  America.  -^ Effect  of  the  act  for 
exporting  tea  dutyfree. — Proceedings  at 
Bojion. — A  r rival  of  a  Jhip. — Body  meeting. 
—  Other  Jhips  arrive.  — Their  cargoes  thrown 
into  the  fea. — Proceedings  in  other  pro* 
"vinces.-^ Impeachment  of  the  chief-jujiice^ 
'  ^^His  letter. — Affembly  diffolved. 

CRAP 
JN  his  fpeech,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion  of  par-      xxi.  * 

liament,  the  king  mentioned  the  affairs  of  ^^f^ 
the  continent  in  thefe  terms:  "  The  continu-  1773- 
"  ance  of  the  war  between  Ruflta  and  the  Porte,  J^"f|^\j 
"  withtoth  of  whom  I  am  clofely  conncfted  thedoTeoT 
£  2  <<  UX  tb«ftffi«a« 
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CHAP.  '^  in  frien,dflnp,  although  under  no  engagement 
^j^^  "  to  either,  gives  me  great  concern.  But,  from 
"  the  pacific  difpofition  of  other  powers,  I  have 
V  rcafon  to  hope  that  thefe  troubles  will  extend 
"  no  further.  I  fliall  perfevere  in  my  earned 
^*  endeavours  to  preferve  the  general  tranquil- 
•  '  lity  of  Europe;  at  the  fame  time  it  fliall  be 
^'  tlie  coiiftant  objecl  of  my  care,  to  be  fuffi- 
^'  ciently  prepared  againft  any  event  wliich 
^*  may  aftecl  the  honour,  fafety,  or  intereft  of 
"  my  kingdoms^." 
Com-  Hostilities  between  thefe  two  powers  had 

mcncemenf  raged  fince  the  year  1 769 :  their  firft  fpring  maj- 
ties  be-  ^  probably  be  found  in  the  intriguing  genius  of 
tvvecn  Ruf.  Choifcul,  wlio  fomented  difturbances  in  Polaijd, 
Portc^^*^  for  the  puipofe  of  rcl'crving  to  his  cabinet  the 
power  of  interfering,  when  a  favourable  occa- 
lion  Ihould  prefent  illclf  By  the  exertioas  of 
the  French  niinifter,  a  pai  ty  was  foftered,  called 
the  Confederation  of  Bar,  wlio,  uniting  reli- 
gion with  patriotifm,  maintained  open  rebellion 
againft  the  authority  of  kinj*Stanillau5  Auguf- 
tus.  Tliey  frequently  folicited  tli6  afliftance  of 
the  Turks,  but  without  efi'ed,  till,  in  October 
1768,  prince  (iallitzin,  in  purluing  a  party  of 
Poles,  not  only  entered  the  Turkilh  dominions^ 
but  burned  Balta,  a  fniall  town  belonging  ta 
the  fultan. 

Ihritated  by  this  violation  of  territory, 
and  inftigated  by  the  interefted  reprefentations- 
of  France,  the  fultan  imprifoned,  in  the  Seven 
Towers,  Olbrekow  the  eniprefs's  minifter  at 
Conftantinople.  This  violence  qccafianed  thr 
commencement  of  a  war,  during  which  the 
.  lluflian  empire  firfl  eft'edaally  difplayed  iti 
mighty  energies;  the  conteft  was  condu6led: 
with  great  animofity,  but  generally  favouiably 
to  the  Ruflians :  tliey  over-ran  Wallachia  an^ 

Moldavia^ 
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MoWavta ;  and  the  eniprefr  having  adopted  the  CH  A  r. 
novel  and  bold  meafure  of  fendiiisf  a  fleet  into     ^^^- 
the  Mediterranean,  liad  the  fatirfacHon  of  fee-  Dcftruc- 
ing  thcTurkilh  marine  effeftually  dcftroyed,  Xur^fn!^ 
in  the  harbour  of  Chefm^s  on  the  coaft  of  Na-  fleet. 
tolial 

Fraxck  beheld  the  progrefs  of  the  Ruflians  jeaioafyof 
with  jealoufy  and  alarm ;  ihe  had  encouraged  France. 
the  commcnceoicnt  of  hoftiiities,  in  the  hope  of 
reducing  the  power  of  RuiTia,  and  was  propor- 
tionaJly  irritated  at  binding  them  tend  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  dif- 
, grace  of  the  Turks.  The  Ruiriati  naval  power 
was  regarded  with  peculiar  malevolence;  and 
the  French,  cabinet  made  feveral  efforts  to  aflift 
the  grand  fultan,  but  were  always  over-awed 
by  tlie  refolutioa  and  formidable  appearance  of 
the  Britifti  fleet 

I\  Auguft  1772,  a  pacificatory  congrefs  was  Congreft 
ineffedually  held  at  Foklhiani,  and  probably  ^ij^^'      * 
the  French  influence  was  ftill  exerted,  in  pre- 
venting the  Tufki  from  acceding  to  terms, 
humiliating   to   them,    and    advantageous  to 
RufKa. 

("oxsTDEUABLE  maritime  preparations  were  Prepara- 
niade  in  the  French  ports,  and  every  means  at-  tion«of 
tempted  to  lull  the  fufpicions,  or  elude  the  vi-  ^"°^^' 
giiance,  of  the  Britifli  miniftry  ;  but  in  vain. 
The  king,  bound  by  treaties  with  both  the  con- 
tending powei-s,  refufed  to  permit  the  undue 
interference  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  an  arma- 
ment, for  the  puipofe  of  dictating  a  mode  of 
pacification.     Early  in  the  late  felhon  of  par-  ^j  Dcc, 
Jiamenti  meafures  were  adopted  for  putting  the  ^77*. 
navy  on  a  refpciSlable  eftablilhment;   twenty  totlw'of" 
thoufand  men  were  voted  for  the  fervicpof  the  thcBntiih 
year;  and  although  the  delicacy  of  the  crifis  "^*^ 
forbad  the  miiiiftry  to  difclofe  the  real  motive       '  ■ 
'  E  :?  «f 
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tH  AP,  of  their  preparations,  it  did  not  efcape  the  pe- 
^J^J2l/    netratipn  of  oppofition,    who  obferved,    that 
while  the  king's  fpeech  breathed  fentiments  of 
peace,  the  nieafures  of  his  fervants  indicated 
nothing  but  hoilility.* 
French  mi-      TiiE  dukc  d'AiguiUon,  who  was  at  the  head 
f^v^F^  of  the  French  mihiftry,  wais  aiixioiis  to  engage 
in  the  conteft,  and  efl'ayed  every  art  to  mak^ 
the  Britilli  court  regard  the  ]>voceeding  with 
aiBtbMar.  indifference.     In  a  council  at  Veifailles,  d'Ai- 
»773-        guillon  announced  a  demand  made  by  Sweden, 
for  certain  fuccours  ftipulated  by  France,  on 
the  plea  that  her  independency  wa^  threatened, 
by  a  joint  attack  from  Ruffia  and  Denmark : 
The  king    the  king,  and  many  members  of  the  cabinet, 
avcrft.       y^QYC  averfe  from  hoftUity,  as  other  great  na- 
tions would  alfo  interfere,  and  a  general  war 
would  probably  enfue:  they  propofed  a  fupply 
in  money,  but  d^Aiguillon  afferted,  that  Sweden 
infifted  on  a  fuccour  de  force,;'  a  fleet  of  four- 
teen fail,    he  faid,   might  be  equipped  in   a 
month;  England  would  not  oppol'e,  and  Hol- 
land would  afiift  in  the  meafurc.     Louis  XW 
was  difpleafcd  at  the  profpeft  of  impending 
boflilities;  but  the  other  members  of  the  coun- 
cil having  declared  their  fentiments,  did.  not; 
venture  further  to  oppofe  the  minifter,  and  or-^ 
pfepara.     dcrs  wcic  difpatched  to  Brefl  for  arming  twetvo 
^ons  at      fliips  Qf  the  line  and  two  frigates,  manned  M'ifh 
'^  *        feven  thoufand  failors,  a  number  fo  greatly  ex-- 
ceeding  the  ufual  complement,*  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  officers  and  foldiers  were  intended  to  be 
inchided  under  that  defcription. 
30th  Mar.    '    I31  an  interview  with  lord  Stormont,  tlie  Bri-i 

•  Spe  Debrett*8  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  301  to  314.  Alio  refpc^ing 
the  war,  CEuvrea  du  Roi  de  Pruflfe,  vol.  iv.  Life  of  the  Emprefa 
Catherine,  voU  ii.  c.  v.  VJ.  and  vii.  £ton*8  Survey  of  the  Turkiih 
Empire,  c.  v.  •     .    < 
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%ifli  embaflador,  irAio;uillon  dwelt  on  the  ain-  GH  Ap? 
)>itions  .views  of  Kuflia,  her  demands  on  the  yjj^^' 
Porte,  and  her  aiming  to  reijjn  defpotically  in*     nn- 
the  north,  by  regulating  the  government  6f  ^^^f 
Sweden,  and  attacking  that  kingdom  in  con-  lord  Stor- 
ccit  with  Denmark;  France,  he  faid,  was  bound  SjrFrench 
by  every  tic  of  interell  and  honour,  to  fupport  minito. 
Sweden,  if  attacked,      Lord   Storinont,    per- 
reivingthe  drift  of  thefe  obfervations,   an-* 
CwcTcd,  much  would  depend  on  the  mode  of- 
fiipporting  Sweden;    for  although   the    king 
wilhed  to  avoid  whatever  coutd  difturb  the  har- 
mony  fubfifting  between  the  two   courts,  a 
French  fleet  in  the  Baltic  woukl  dt^w  a  Britiili- 
licet  there  aha  The  duke,  dilfatisfied  at  this  in- 
timation, ob'fcrved,  tliat  England  aj ways  biicked         *     ^ 
her  friendly  profeflions  with  a  declaration,  in- 
iifting,  that  France  fliould  renounce  her  lio- 
nour,  by  aban<loning  her  ancient  ally,  threat- 
ened with  deftruftiou ;  a  re<(uifition  with  which 
he  conld  never  comply.     Lord  Stormont  re- 
plied, that  France  might  give  other  fuccours, 
but  the  entry  of  two  fleets'  into  the  Baltic, 
would  in  eflcft  be  no  mor^  beneficial  than  a 
neutrality:  this  declaration  was  carefully  qua- 
lified, by  obferving,  he  had  never  faid  the  Bri-* 
iilh  would  attack  the  Fi^ench  fleet,  but  he  could 
not  be  refponfible  for  contingencies   arifing 
from  two  fleets  in  the  fame  feas. 

This  vigorous  language -produced  fome  ef-  4AApriL^ 
fe6l;    the  preparation  at  Breft  was   counter- ^^g^*J*"^ 
manded :  but  llill  the  French  court,  hoping  to  difcon- 
ehide  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifl)  government,  **""*'^* 
directed  an  armament  of  twelve  or  thiiteen  fail 
of  the  line  to  be  equipped  at  Toulon,  under  New  one 
pretence  of  exercifmg  the  failbrs ;  and  the  oixlcr  « 'I'ouion. 
for  (even  thoufand  men  at  Breft  was  not  re- 
traded. 

k  4  l» 
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QHAF*      In  announcing  this  infoimation,  lord  Stor^ 

^^^   BQont  fuggefted,  that  vigorous  and  immediatiG 

«773.     preparations,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  with-i 

r^p2S.V^^t  affe6led  fecrecy  or  afFedted  oftentatioop 

tioBft  in      might  be  the  moil,  effe^ual  means  of  preferv' 

EngUnd.    ijjg  tj^^  public  tranquillity.    This  prudent  ad- 

yth^priL  v«;e  A^as  perfeftly  confonant  to  the  judgmeok 

of  the  cabiniet,  and  on  the  fame  day  his  iettev 

waa  received,  th^  embaifador  was  inftruded  to. 

declare,   if  France  ftirred    an  oar,    England 

would   immediately  beml  her  fails:   no  proT 

pofal  could  be  admiflible,   tending,   in  any 

fliape,    Ip  lead  Great  Britain  to  connive  at 

France  fending  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic  or  Medi-i 

terra^ean. 

6thApra.       Before  the  receipt  of  thefe  laftru^iona, 

wnf-ll^nce  d'AigUillon  cxpTcfsly  ayowed  to  lord  Stormoni 

ofthefiri-  the  intended  armament  at  Toulon,  though  he. 

fadbr'^th'  ^^l^red  it  was  only  equipped  for  the  purpofe 

tbe French  of  pcrfonning  cvolutions.     After  much  dilcuf- 

minifter.     fiQj^  {qj^^  Stormout  ohfcrvcd,  that  although  he, 

bad  not,  in  his  former  difcourfe,  mentioned  the 

iVfediterranean,    yet  his  arguments  refpefting 

the  Baltic  appUed.  with  equal  force  to  that 

fea,;   he  then  aiked  the  duke  if  he  ferioufly 

meant  the  fleet  fpr  eyolutions  alone?  d'Aiguif- 

lon  replied,    he  indeed  intended  it  fo,    but 

It   might  pofiibly  be  cnjployed   in  affiftingf 

Sweden.  ^     .....         . 

7*  ApriL  Co N  V I N c E p  froflT  the  manner  of  the  French 
minifter,  that  he  was  benfa  on  plunging  the  two 
kingdoips  ia  war,  and  appreheniive  he  did  not 
truly  rcprefent  to  his  fovereign  the  fentiments 
of  the  Britiih.  court,  lord  Stormont  fuggefted 
the  propriety  of  delivering  a  memorial  to  the 
duke,  as  he  then.muft  fubmit  it  to  the  king  of- 
France;  he  alfo  aimounced,  that  the  Toulon, 
fquadroii  would  be  ready  for  fca  by  the  end  of; 
^'  '^  May, 
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May;  and  recomniended  an  immediate  arma*  CHAP, 
mrat  as  the  beft  means  of  preferring  peace.         J25!^ 

Is  purfuance  of  thefe  fuggeftions,  a  memo-     >775- 
rial  uras  jfbr warded  to  lord  ^tormont;  and  pro-  j^^J^I^ 
per  orders  iflueil  for  a  naval  equipment.  to  the 

Ik  the  mean  time,  another  council  was  held^  ^'*™* 
at  Vet&tiles,  in  which  d'Aiguilton  faithfully  re-  2^,  ^,1^ 
parted  the  fentiments  of  the  Britifli  niiiMmr ;  p^*  >»^ 
and  lord  Stormont  was  foon  informed  tliat  the  tertedfiSaL 
TonloR  fquadron  was  either  difansMd  or  cowfi*  hoftiUtiea^ 
derably  reduced.   This  infbrmetion  was  con-  *  *J^ 
firmed  by  the  dukehimfelt^  who  negligently  fitid, 
opders  had  been  iflued  to  fufpend  the  arma- 
ment, and  the  failors  countermanded :  twa  fri- 
gates only  would  be  fent  to  the  Archipelago, 
and  three  /hips  of  the  line  to  Breft. 

Shortly  afterwards,   d'Aiguillon  intent)-  -sth. 
gated  lord  Stormont  on  the  naval  preparations  P«i*» 
in  England,  who  anfwered,  that  the  proceed-  tlSfy^f^ 
ing^'qt  FVance  would  regulate  thofe  of  his  fo-  pcnded. 
verergnj   in  a  few  days  he  wajs  officially  in-  30A. 
formed,  that  tite  armament  was  abandoned  till 
ftuther  orders.* 

Thus,  by  a  timely  exertion  of  refolution  and  Peace Im?. 
vigour,  tempered  with  moderation,  Great  Bri-  bl^iifge^ 
tain  not  only  avoided  the  calamities  of  war,  povrtn. 
but  effe6Uialfy  ferved  tlie  caufe  of  hcr  ally,  and' 
facilitated  the  peace,  which  was  in  the  next 
yeap  concluded  between  Ruflia  and  the  Porte.*" 

Thk  progrefs  of  this  affair  oecaHoned  no 
great  fei^tion  in  England^  The  faction  in  the 
city  was  reduced  by  divifions  to  the  loweft  ebb^ 
5^y  attempted  to  intereft  the  public  by  recur-  «<th  FcK 

^FgomipdnitthiormaAom^  Icttinaad  miimte»  taken  on  thtoc* 
fafioiu 

c  The  BatUb  fleet  ww  in  June  aflemUed  at  Poitiinouth :  on  the 
ttd^  the  kin?  went  to  view  this  grand  national  bulwark,  and  en- 
tetd  bioafel?  ta  tveqr  ombj  hie  affiUitj  and  bounty, 

ring 
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pHAP.  ring  to  general  topics  of  legiflation,  and  thw/' 
,  ^^j;^   fore,  on  the  niotion  of  Oliver,  the  court  of  al-. 
1773.     dermen  paffed  a  refohition,  "  That  a  frequent 
^wwpaflcd  ^'  ^PP^al  ^^  *'he  conltituent  part  of  the  people^ 
by  the  city  "  by  iliQrt  parliaments,  was  tl>eir  undoubted 
ofL<»tdon,  M  right,  and  the  only  means  by , which  the  right 
t^^dura?    "  ^f  ^  real  reprefentation  could   be  enjoyed 
tiwofpw-  ^^  and  maintained."     In  confequence  of  this 
H S^Mar.  ^^^  ^  Uvcry  wa3  called,  who  p^'ed  a  fimilar 
refolution,  and  proj)ofc(l  a  teft  tor  the  city  can-.' 
didates  at  any  future  clcdion,  by  which  they 
ijiould  bind  themfelves  to  ufe  every  endeavour 
in  obtaining  annual,  or  at  leaft  trienqial  parlia- 
ments, 
Addrefc          TiiEY  alfo  agreed  to  anew  addrefs,  petition, 
and  re-       ^nd  remonftrince,  on  the  old  fubjefts  pf  the. 
mon^rance  j^jj^^ji^g.^  clcftion,  the  impiifonment  .of  the 
king.         magiflrates,  and  the  erafiire  of  the  tecord  io 
.  Wilkes's  cafe,  and  praying  for  a.^Uffolution  of 
parliament,  and  difmiflion  of  the  miniftry.  The 
f^ihMar,  king,  whcn it  wa» prefented,  faid,  it  wasfo  void 
of  tbwndation,  and  conceived  in  fuch  clifre- 
fpeftful  terms,  that  he  was  convinced  the  peti-. 
tloners  thdmfelves  did  hot  ferioufly  imagine  it 
could  be  complied  with. 
Efforts  to       Many  attempts  were  ineffeftually  made  to 
Wilkes's    ^^^^^'^  ^be  populai*  enthufiafm  for  Wilkes.     On. 
popularity,  a  call  of  the  houfe,  the  Iheriffs  fummoned  him 
71b  April,  among  the    county  and   city  members,   and 
toth.        omitted  Mr.  Luttreli;  Wilkes^  in  a  letter  to  the 
fpeaker,  renewed  his  claim  to  a  feat,  and  in  the 
ufual  manner  inveighed  agaihft  the  return  of- 
his  opponent:  he  applied  at  the  petty-bag  of- 
fice for  a  ceilificate  of  his  eleftion,  which  was 
refufed.  as  the  firft  return  of  the  writ  had  been 
altered  by  the  houfe.     He  tranfmitted  his  com-^ 
plaint  on  the  fubjeft  to  feijeant  Glyrin,  who 
mentioned  it  in  parliament,  .^nd  made  an  un-. 

fucccfsful 
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fucqefsful  motion,  that  Wilkes  ihould  be  per-  chap, 
mitted  to  fubftantjate  his  charge.     Sir  Georget  y^ij. 
Savile  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  ^73-. 
renew  his  motion  relative  to  the  rights  of  elec- 
tion ;  it  occaiioned  a  debate,  but  was  nega- 
tived.^ . 

Wilkes,  who  in  purfuinghis  favourite  ob-  9th June. 
je6l  of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  king,  was  |^ad<Lrrf«i 
never  reftrainedby  delicacy  or  decorum,  made 
a  ujotion,  in  a  court  of  common-council,  for 
an  addrefs,  congratulating  his  majefty  on  the 
fafe  delivery  o^  the  duchefs  of    Gloucefter. 
This  ^ort  of  mean  and  wanton  infolence,  was 
pppofed  as  an  ^ffrbnt  to  the  king,  and  at  length  which  k 
negatived,  becaufe  it  was  not  ufual  for  the  city  negatived, 
to  addrefs,  except  for  the  iffue  of  the  immediate 
heir  to  the  crown. 

Libels  againft  the  members  of  diiFerent  Wikes't 
juntQ5  in  the  city  were  now  no  lefs  common  o^the***** 
and  frequent  than  thofe  againft  the  court  and  lord- 
fourtiers.  *  Wilkes,  in  a  public  paper,  ftigma-  ^^^J^* 
iized  the  rule  of  the  lord-mayor  (Townfliend) 
for  violericfe,  tyranny,  negledl  of  public  bufi- 
iiefs,  contempt  of  order  and  decorum,  and  the 
nioft  fordid  parfimony.      For  this  offence  he. 
was  palled  to  account  by  the  court  of  alder-  lothScpt. 
men;  but  inftep^d  of  denying,  he  gloried  in  the 
charge,  and  added  partiality  and  cruelty  to  his 
former  accufations.     Wilkes  was  candidate  for 
the  mayoralty,  but  witho^jt  fuccefs;  alderman 
Bull  was  elected,  and  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  17th  Nor.  r 
late  raagiftrate  was  accompanied  by  a  motion 
of  cenfure  on  hid  libeller,  which  was  only  with- 
drawn on  the  interceffion  of  Townfliend  himfelf. 

Discontent  and  turbulence  ftill  prevailed  state  of 
}n  Ireland.  The  fudden  prorogation  of  parlia-  ^^^^^ 
pent  was  not  forgiven,  and  thofe  who  felt  the 
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greateft  refcntment  employed  the  interval  in 
reinforcing  thoir  triendsj  and  concerting  new 
ttieaiWes.  Lord  Shannon  and  Mi**  Ponfonby 
were,  during  i!ie  rocefs,  deprived  of  all  their 
places,  and  the  acceflion  of  their  llrengtb  and 
influence  was  auxioufly  expefted  by  the 
minority, 

Thk  lord-lieutenant  met  the  legiflature  with 
a  conciliatory  fp&ech,  informing  them,  that  the 
bounties  on  exportation  of  linen  were  continued 
and  extended ;  and  that,  with  a  very  ftrict  eco- 
nomy, the  duties  granted  in  the  lal^  ielTion 
^oalcl  be  fufficient  for  the  expences  of  the 
year,  and  no  fupply  refjuired.  He  re^joiced  iii- 
the  opportunity  of  co-operating  with  tliem  for 
the  public  welfare,  and  flatteiTd  himfelf  that 
their  mutual  endeavours  would  bring  the  ief- 
fion  to  a'lpeedy  and  ha|)py  conckiiion. 

Ox  the  enfuing  day,  when  the  addrefs  w*as 
to  be  nioted,  a  mob,  amied  with  clubs  and 
cutlaflefi,  furroundcd  the  houfe  of  parliament, 
and  attempted  to  compel  feveral  members  to 
take  an  oath  of  their  dilating,  which  bei'nof 
fefufed,  many  perfgns  dillinguiflied  for  theiv 
adherence  to  government  were  infulted  and 
mal-treated,  nor  was  the  tumult  quelled  withr 
out  the  afliftance  of  the  military. 

The  addreflTes  were  Itrenuoufly  oppofed  in  both 
houfes;  and  a  paragraph,  thanking  the  king 
for  continuing  lord  TownJhenddn  the  lord-lieu- 
teriailcy,  occafioned  a  ftrong  pmteft,  figned  by 
fifteen  peers,  a^id  concluding  in  thcfe  terms: 
"  Becaufe  moderation,  firmnrfs,  confiftency,  a 
"  due  diftinftive  regard  to  all  ranks  of  perfons, 
"  a  regular  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  being,  as 
'''  we  conceive,  indifpenfably  re^juifite  to  tlie 
**  fupport  and  dignity  of  government,  and  to 

"  the 
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•*  the  coadiia  of  his  majefty'5  affairs,  ve  can-   CH  ai\ 
*'  not,  without  violation  of  truth  and  juftice,    J^5Jj^ 
'*  return  thanks  to  the  king  for  continuing  a 
**  chief  governor,  who  in  contempt  of  all  forms 
**  of  bufinefs,  and  rules  of  decency,  heretofore 
"  refpefted  by  his  predccdfors,  is  aftuated  only 
"^by  the  nioft  arbitrary  caprice,  to  the  dctri- 
"  nient  of  his  majcfty's  intergft,  to  the  injury 
"  of  this  opprelfed  country,   and  to  the  un- 
**  fpeakable  vexation  of  perfons  of  every  con- 
"  dition."     Mr.  Ponfonby,  the  fpeaker  of  tlie 
houfe  of  commons,  at  the  fame  time,  refigned  Refigna- 
the  chair,  declaring  by  letter,  that  he  confidered  p**"^  ^' 
the  addrefs,  after-  the  tranfactions  of  the  laft  4ai"MStfch, 
feffion,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  houfe:     »77»« 
he  was  fucceeded  by  Air.   Pery.     The  king 
returned  a   gracious   anfwer  to  the  addrefs; 
but  the  bufinefs  of  the  feflion  was  not  im- 
portant. 

PuRiNG  the  recefs^  the  prefs  teemed  with  Efforts  of 
publications  relative  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  opi»f*tw*» 
the  conduct  of  the  lord-lieutenant;  and  oppofi- 
tion  prepared  to  exert  itfeif  with  increafed  vi- 
gour.    The  viceroy,  in  his  fpeech,  obferved,  gthoa« 
that  tlie  revenue  had  fallen  confiderably  ihort  Proceed- 
of  its  intended  purpofes,  and  attributed  the  de-  eo?ui'„y** 
ficiency,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  premiums  fcffion. 
and  bounties  allowed  by  parliament,  and  the 
expences  of  public  works. 

Th  e  ftrength  qf  oppofition  was  again  effayed  Addreflet 
in  both  houles^  in  combating  the  addreffes:  in  oppoTcd* 
the  lord%  the  minority,  headed  by  the  duke  of 
Leinfter,  and  lord  Moira,  infifted,  {that  the  de- 
ficiencies co^npbined  of  in  the  lord-lieutenant's 
fpeech  did  not  arife  from  the  caufes  he  af-* 
figned,  but  from  the  late  unconftitutional  pro- 
rogatioEr    Failinja;  in  tlieir  attempt  to  negative  Prottft. 

the  ^*  ^^' 
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CHAP,  the  addrefs;*  all  the  peers  who  compofed  th^ 
^^^^^^  minority,  joined  in  a  proteft. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  feveral  Eminent 
orators  diftinguiihed  tliemfelves  in  tefifting  the 
addrefs:  they  alleged  the  impropriety  of  con- 
curring in  it,  at  leaft,  till  accounts  delivered 
to  the  houfe  enabled  them  to  judge  whethef  the 
deficiency  in  revenue  was  truly  attributed  to' 
patriotic  exertions,  or  whether  it  arofe,'  in  faft, 
from  the  great  mimber  of  places  and  penfions 
fo  flagrantly  diftributed  among  the  members 
compofmg  the  court  partj^  The  conduct  of^ 
the  lord-lieutenant  in  proroguing  parliament 
was  alfo  feverely  arraigned.  The  meafures  of 
government  were  defended  with  equal  ability, 
and  the  vote  of  the  laft  feflion,  thanking  the  king 
for  continuing  lord  To^^nfllend  in  his  fituation, 
wras  applied  in  convicting  thofe  who  M^ere  now 
fo  anxious  to  criminate  him,  of  inconfiftency; 
and  attempting  to  miflead  the  houfe;  After  a 
debate;  which  lafted  till  half  after  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  addrefs  was  carried* 
Strcnuouf  Xhe  oppofition  party  ^^re  neither  difpiriteil 
©n^pofi-  ^^^  difconcerted  by  this  failure :  they  faw  their 
ikm.  importance  and  numbers  increafe  on  every  di- 

vifion,  and  perfevered  with  all  the  ardour  in- 
fpired  by  a  view  of  fuccefs.  For  four  monthd 
the  houfe  nfever  fofe  before  ten  o'clock,  and 
frequently  fat  feveral  hours  after  midnight:* a 
new  attack  was  almoft  every  day  made  on  go- 
5jb  Dec.  vernment  On  a  propofition  for  a  new  board 
of  accounts,  after  a  <protra6led  debate,  tlie  op- 
pofition divided  a  minority  of  five  only,'  but 
in  the  rejedion  of  a  money  bill,  obtained  a 
complete  triumph. 

•  It  was  carried  by  2$  to  tx.      ^  tH  to  1x9* 

An- 
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An  i6l  of  the  Irifli  parliament  was  fent  to  char. 
England,  containing  means  of  fupply,  but  was    J™[^, 
returned  from  the  Britiih  council  altered  in  Money 
three  material  particulars.     On  its  return,  af-  Amended 
ter  an  animated  debate,  it  was  rejected  without  in  Eng- 
a  divifion ;  but  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  avert  !^J{Jji7ii 
the  calamities  which  would  refult  from  a  want  ireiani 
of  fupplies,   inftantly.  brought  in  a  new  bill^  aoihDec. 
containing  all  the  grants  of  the  former,  and 
even  admitting  two  of  the  three  amendments 
which  occafioned  its  rejediion:    they  read  it 
tliree  times  in  the  fame  fitting,  and  fent  it  to 
the  lords.    The  whole  tranfa^Hon  did  not  oc-' 
Cupy  two  hours.     The  fpeaker,  in  prefenting  iftjan. 
the  bill  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  aflured  him  of  '77»? 
the  inviolable  attachment  of  thet  commons  to 
the  king,  and  their  zeal  for  his  fervice. 

Another  meafure  of  government  which  Altci»- 
gave  great  offence,  was  the  incretde  of  revenue  JJ^jJJ' 
officer,  by  putting  the  cuftoms  and  excife  un-  rcycnuc 
der  feparate  boards;  this  alteration  created  an  ^^^* 
additional  expence  of  fixteen  thoufand  pounds    *  '  '^'^** 
j?er  annum,  but  the  difterence  was  abundantly 
repaid  by  the  prevention  of  frauds.     The  party 
in  oppofition  alleged,  that  a  great  part  of  the 
revenue  officers,  already  appointed,  refided  in 
England,  and  the  increafe  of  the  number  tended 
merely  to  the  augmentation  of  patronage.    A 
refolution  pafled  the  houfe  of  commons,  expreff- 
ing  difapprobation  of  the  meafure  before  it  was 
known  to  have  been  adopted  by  tlie  king ;  and 
when  the  appointment  wag  announced,  a  refo- 
lution was  paiTed,  declaring,  that  whoever  ad- 
vlfed  tlie  increafe  of  commiffioners  of  the  re- 
venue beyond  feven,  advifed  a  meafure  con* 
trary  to  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,*    A  bill  was  alfo 

brought 

%  The  4Ivifioii  wat  cqual«  io5  on  cacb  fide  j  iSbit  ipeaker  gave  a 

cafting 
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CHAP,  brought  in  for  limiting  the  number  of  place* 
.^h;    nien  to  fit  in  parliament,  but  failed* 

it7*-         Meanwhi LE  the  north  of  Ireland  was  over* 

Hwus  of    ^^^  jjy  ^  turbulent  and  favage  banditti,  ^h(s 

under  the  name  of  Hearts  of  Steel;  perpetrated 

the  greateft  outrages,  and  the  blackeft  crim^t 

they  were  in  fufficient  force  to^  keep  the  whole 

'    country  in  alarm,  and  were  HOft  quelkd  without 

the  aid  ot  the  military. 

loannc.        SuCu   coutinual  efforts  of  Oppofition,  frc* 

gotiated.     quently  attended  With  fuccefs,  amd  iTich  fre- 

'   quent  infarreftions  in  the  country^  not  only 

impaired  the  energies  of  government,  but  di* 

minilhed  its  pecuniary  credit    The  receipt  of 

revenue  was  fo  much  impeded,  and  the  ekpen* 

ditnre  ft>  much  overcharged,  in^conftijden^re 

of  popular  motions,  that  an  alarming  deficiency 

which  had  been  felt  for  many  years,  and  was 

continually  increafingi  was  futraitted'td.pkr-; 

liament.    The  houfe  of  commoriis  propbfeif  td 

affift  government  by  a  loan  of  two  fnilfidns ; 

but  men  of  property  were  not  eafily  ittdtic^ed  io 

advance  the  requifite  fums  on  the  ilcftdrir  fecu- 

rity  of  tax  acis,  paifed  for  only  two  years,  Whfle 

by  the  efforts  of  oppofition,  the  permaneiit  fe** 

venue  was  incumbered  to  the  annual  aniSimt 

of  fifty  tlioufand  pounds,  and  while  the  tuVbu* 

Icnce  of  the  populace  was  in  fome  meafure  fane* 

^tioned,  and  inftigated,  by  repeated-  at&c3c$  idn 

the  conftitution.  "  .,      ♦/  K--*f 

%A  June.         The  viceroy,'  at  the  ciofe  of  the-feflSdnf/'A-* 

Tcrmina.    prcffcd  approbation  of  fcverir  iffts  of  the  JefflT- 

tionofthc    '^  ''^  ,.1  w    J.     /  .    )       -f%- 

ieifign,  •        *  '       -       ; 

'    -w     .  »..«■..       .         ,         ,m,  ...  I      I      >■  .       ■■■■,1  ■  ,,J 

Qafting  voice  in  tWafErmatiTft  The'  feMfi^  wAk*a  mere  imlK^i 
as  the  king  had  created  the  commiflionertr  before  the  pafling  olFm 
fefoiotion  alkKled  to,  p  containing  tht  fenfe  of  tb^  htAiCbi  Mf  the 
ition»n>  and  tha  ilnengthof  op>poiition^' Ibew' tbc  ilatfe  of  fMk 

opinioB.  '     i  *    j«j '  •       <fc  -   ' 
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hiUittj  t>ut  compfauned  of  tbe  fmallnefs  of  fup*  c  u  a^; 
^es,  and  fuggefied  the  impoffibility  of  thdi'  ,J™[^. 
uifficisg,  imtefs  a  confidetable  increafe  in  thf     irrti 
levenue  vaa  efiiided.    The  conclufion  of  his  9^  oa. 
beech  had  a  yz\edi&6ty  appearance,  and  be«  x^^^^ 
me  tile  nest  niMlii]^  of  the  legiflatvfe  he  was  hendi^ 
tocaUed,^  aad  replaced  fay  lord  Hatcourt»  who  ^^^^ 
iraa  reteived  with  gteat  joy  by  the  Irilh.    Dif*  «sth  Nor. 


tUi&dgnSdoa  was  however  generally  )>reValent,  J^J"**}^; 
aad  exaggerated  accounts  were   circulated^  i^ttiuuitr 
teodiag  to  inlprefs  a  belief  ai  ^niigrations,  to 
taenoRdoiis  and  dangerous  amount,  from  M 
the  towns  and  manufaifturing  ccHinties  in  the    - 
kaigdoin.^ 

Tm  rifing  and  widely  diffufed  fpiiif  of  dif*  Affairtoi 
faUsfiuElion  and  oppofitton,  which  had  aheady  Amcriob 
occaiioned  fo  nluch  eimbarraflinent  in  tlie  go- 
fernolent  of  America^  now  aifumed  a  more  igt't 
midabte  aipe^  aiid  produced  tbofe  events  by 
trhich  the  fqiarsltion  of  tbe  parent  fiate  from 
ks  colo^iies  was  eSc&Mi 

The  repeal  of  American  duties  was  not  fa*  1771^ 
tis&^ly  to  the  oppofitioii  party  in  the  colo^ 
hie%  the  exception  of  tea  afforded  an  oppoi"* 
timtty  of  urging  that,  although  Great  Britaia 
iiad  been  twice  toiled  in  attempts  to  raife  a  re- 
venue, the  intention  was  not  abandoned,  but 
the  right  being  referved,  an  opportunity  alone 
was  wanting  to  carry  it  into  execution^    The  / 

infinoation  was  not  devoid  of  plaufibility^  and 
the  prefs  frequently  adverted  to  it  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  exciting  diflatlsfadion ;  but,  although 

\' 

f  JLocd  ToiiinibHid  was  itoC  tealled  under  circumftaneet  of  (Sr« 
mcc :  be  was  immediately  a|»oiiited  mailer- general  of  the  ordnance. 
The  perfimat  rancour  txaitd  by  hie  aditimiftration  wat  fo  great,  tfait 
he.wae.oblifKl  to  Mk  (id  J^eb.  I77a)  a  ^^  wkb  lord  BaUameoit, 
|vbo  was  duifiammy  wounded  in  the  body,  but  recovered. 

i  Pipr  thefe  ckvumftancett  fie  tbe  accounts  preiervM  in  .the  piortodiV 
iid  miUBeatiQna, 

vox.  II. .  f  jestloufy 
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CHAP,  jealoufy  and  akroi  Were  thud  kqjt  alive,  tM 
.J^^   majority  of  the  people  werd  not  eaiily  propelled 
i77».     to  a6iion  by  mere  theoretical  ilatements  and 
furmifed  poffibilities.     Yet  cordiality  was  not 
reftored:    tea  from  Great  Britain   was  ftill  a 
prohibited  article,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
•  New  England  provinces  affiduouily  cheriihed 
the  fentiments  of  difaife&ion,  which,  though 
not  immediately,  they  hoped  ultimately  to  im** 
part  to  other  colonies.     Thefe  refolute  repub- 
licans would  not  have  been  fatisfied  with  a 
total  abolition  of  the  claim  to  taxation ;  they 
anxioufly  awaited   fuch  conceflion  from  the 
mother- country,  as  would,  in  faft,  relider  Ame^ 
1  rica  independent. 

Cbnteftof       The  removal  of  the  legiflature  from  Bofton 
Niafiachuf-  to  the  town  of  Cambridge,  diftant  about  four 
with  go^    miles,  aiforded  room  for  Itrenuous  complaints 
vrrnor       froui   the   lioufc    of   repveientatives    to     Mr. 
fon^^^"'    Hutchinfoi),  Sir  Franci."^  Bernards  fucceflbr  in 
the  government  of  AlalihchuOtt's  Bay,      In 
30th  May,  anfwer  to  a  meUlige  on  this  fubjcct,  he  aifured 
*77i.        them  be  was  nnable  'to  comply  unlefs  autho- 
rized  by  the  king,  but  would  folicit  his  permif- 
fion,   and  hoped  to  obtain  it  before  another 
feilion. 
Taxation    .    Before  thc  end  of  iho  fiflion,  however,  he 
omcm"*^   found  it  neceflary  to  alter  this  conciliatory 
language.     The  eftablifhmcnt  of  a  board  of 
cuftoms,  and  the  powers  committed  to  the  re- 
venue officers,  formed  a  more  important  ground 
of  complaint  than  any  taxation  impofed  or  at- 
tempted by  Great  Britain ;  and  the  legKlators 
of  New  England,  although  they  could  nfot 
make  the  prevention  of  fmuggling  a  fubjeft  of 
invedlive,   ufed  every   little    art    and  finifter 
chicane  to  opprefs  the  perfons  employed  in  pro- 
teftingthe  revenue.     During  late  years  they 
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W  intit^duced  a  t>ra^ce  of  aflefline  the  of^  CHAP* 
fipcw  of  the  crown,  refiding  among  them,  for   ,3^; 
the   profits  derived. from  their  commiffiona:     x77^«  ^ 
the  governor,  in  confequence  of  reprefentations 
on  me  fubje6^  was  exprefsly  inilruded  to  with- 
hold his  confent  from  ftich  law^,  on  whatever 
pretence  they  might  be  fouhded. 

The  legiflature  having  pafled  an  ad,  in  the  4th  July^ 
new  formi  for   "apportioning  and  afieffing  *^^** 
"  a  tax  of  ij500l,"  the  governor,  in  very  mild 
terms,  informed  them  of  his  inilru6tions,  and 
llated  that  the  general  claufe  in  the  bill,  em-  » 

|>Qweriiig  aflfefibrs  to  tax  all  commiflions  of 
profit,  needed  qualification,  biid  Aould  ei^tend 
only  to  commiffions  peculiarly  relating  to  the 
province^  otherwife,  ^ny  of  his  majefiy!s  fer- 
vants,  occafionally  refident  for  a  fliort  term^ 
might  be  taxed  for  profits  received  from  their 
commifitons  and  places  in  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  pfirt  of  his  majefty 's  dominions.   * 

,A  STRENUOUS  debate  enfued,  and  a  copy  5th. 
of  the  inftrudiona  being  communicated,  tlie  j^^^j^!^ 
afiembly  unanimoufly  voted  an  addreft,'  in  wy. 
which  they  termed  the  governor/s  reafon  for 
tefufingito  fandion  the  biU,   fuiprifing  .and 
alarming.     "  We  know  of  no  comraiiUoners 
"  of  his  ijiajefty-s  cuftoms,"  they  faid,  "nor  of 
**  any  revenue,  his  majefty  has  a  right  to^ftar  / 
"  bliih  in  North  America :  we  know,  and  we 
"  feei  a  tribute  levied  and  extorted  from,thofei 
"  who,  if  they  have  property,  have  a  right  to 
"the  abfolule  difpolal  of  it." 

.    A  REMONSTRANCE,  was  alfo  agreed  to  on  Rcteon^ 
the. governor's  refufal  to  ratify  the  grant  of  ^^^' 
certain  fums  of  money  to  Meffrs.  fioUan  and 
De  Berdt,   the  colonial  agents.    Hutchinfon  Affcmbly 
checked  the  progrefs  of  thefe  detatfes,  by  pror  P'^w*^ 
rogutng  the  gen^^al  court    In. his  fpoech^  ht 
..    ..;  FS         *         .        '  fai^ 
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cirilP.  i^,  vhaterer  might  be  the  right»of  the  legftf^ 
J™^  laturie  in  Aiattersef  taxation,  the  crown  had  fc- 
jfiu  fecved  toitfelf.  the  prerogative  of  difellowhig 
iscwif  and  a^  the  fe^eftio^  of  a  tax  a^  after  n 
waa  Jir  pnirt  executed,  ironld  caufe  great  per-* 
pkxity,  the  king^s  inftru^iions,  pointing  otit 
thpfe  parts  wluch.he  difapproved^  afforikd  aii 
Biiexc^ioxiafale^  infianoe,  of  tendemefs   and 

Catemal  regajrd.     He  promtfed  aUb  to  tranfmit 
is  mefikge^aad  their  extvaordinajy  aniWer*  to 
be  laid  Kib^e  his  majeiiyv 
pkogrdiof     The  determmed  ^irit  o^  oppoiition  Aevn 
•ppofitioii.  by  tiKJ  iiflfeiiihly/.ajjd  the  fyftem  and  perfe* 
veiaaoe  with  wl^iph  it  was  profeoute^,,  indicated 
great  ilreingth  of  .ceMhiitatio%  aad  ftrmneft'Of 
arrangemoit.     £yery  ifi,eafuw  taken  by  the 
popular  party  fince  the  connnemcemeat  of  diP 
potea  betM«ttt  thd^othet^couBtry  a^^^  colo- 
i|iai,  tended  to  give  vtginir»  j^nd  enihre  Aiccefa^ 
to  their   l^terJor  eflfovts.     The  government, 
when  tranquillity  was;  apparently  reilored,  re^ 
joiced  in  the  abfimcr  of  dmontent,  and  bfmiilied 
all  fear  and  jealoiify  ;*thBoppofitioa  party,  on 
.  tlie  contrary^  dvtaded  the  abatement  of  public 
eflervefctn^e,  and  ftimulat^ed  fnfpicien  iaiid  ap« 
prehension  by  the  rmival  of  old  topics  of  diip- 
putC;  aiid  x^e  fiiggeftiptt  of  n^w  />nes,,  eiii^er 
exifting;ai:pfobaW^^^    Effigies,  paii^ti^g8«,g]^ 
i>ther. imagery t^  wer^  exhibited  tor^s^ne  the 
,  publjclinmil:^^  iburteenth  of  ^uignfi  was 
ann^till^;  celebrated  as  a  fcitival  in  commemo- 
ration 5H\^e.uciVrudion, of  a  building)   the 
.  property  of  Uxe  i j^cutt nant -gov ernor,  which  w^ 
demoli^eci  )^y  u  0^^      on^iM>  fuppofition  of  i^ 
feeing  defi^^i^ J^^a  fw,iwp-Qttice,  and  of  the 
,. .  ,  ,  owner>  being  compelled  to  refign>  ]m  office  of 
::'»    flb^mp-mf^ftcr.und^t  t^^  The 

.-"       fifth  d  March,  the^  smniverlary  erf  the  pjw- 
I  tended 
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leiidod  mftflacre  of  Boftoa,  wu  alfo  narked  Chap# 
out  ^r  the  periodical  ddiver^  of  oratioM  at  >J^^ 
we  of  the  meeting-houfes ;  lifts  of  imaginary  v?^ 
grievances  were  continuiklly  publiilied^;  w9 
people  were  told  that  the  miniftiy  h4d  fonlied 
Si  plan  to  enflave  tlietn,  and  coniuredt  by  t)t^ 
du^  they  owed  to  theinfelves^  their  countrvj 
and  their  God,  by  the  rev^ence  due  to  the 
(acred  memory  of  th^tr  anceftors,  and  by  their 
affidflioa  for  uiiborh  milliony,  to  toufe  c»id 
exert  themfelvea  in  the  comsion  canft.  They 
were  farther  ftimulated*  by  pretences  that  the 
people  of  England  vrepe  depraved,  the;  par-  ,  ' 
liameat  venali  and  the ftiptlhy  corrupt;  nor 
were  attempt!  wteiting  tj^traduce  ihsdefty  itfel€ 
The  kitt|^dotn  of  <jrf eat  fl^ta^h  was  depi6ked  aa 
JM  ancient  Uruftnrey^ncfe  the  admiratioii  of  the 
work^  now  Aiding  from*  iU  bafey'bnd.i'ufting 
to  ita  fall;  at'  thd  fiihe  tinte  ttieioiatives  were 
called  upoii  tb-ijniurk  tl^  own  'tapid  growti|i» 
and  to  behold 'the  certain  evidence;  th^^Ame^ 
rica  wa^  upon  \1^  ei^fe;  Qf  independent  empire* 
The  dilTenling  rtiihiiWrt^tt^ely  ineuloated  the 
fame  feAtimehtslfrbito^' their ^  pipits/  and  witili 
leligiotts  folemfrityy  ^th  forbible  appeals  to 
UeavMi;  and: with  all  the  advantages  derived 
Arom  habit»  religibds^  opihioi^  und  pppqlar  pr0r 
dile^ion^  enforced  the  topics  aiad  principle 
which  their  audience  had  before  road  in  newiV 
papera, '  'The  ftienda  of  governpi^t  could  not 
tecttr  to  the  f^fne^  or  0ven  oidinary  apeans^  in 
fuppciyt  of  th^ir  cauie^  as  the  prefs  was  intirely 
'teiQa:v64  po  tb*  oth^r  party;  printer*  were 
ihreateoed  with  ruin  for  publiibiiag-  in  their 
)>ehftlf^  wd  onepria^r  was,  K>r  his  perftYerabde^ 
compelled  to  abandon  the  countir. 

Tut  legiflatiire  wa^  intirdy  iubje<3ed  to'  a  tnaoence 
tommjltte?  of  ibe  jnoft  adive  imongft  the  po-  j^y* 

T3  pular  ^^* 
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CHAP,  pular  tnfinbers;  who,  in  fecret,  fraihed  th« 
yJ^JL/  P^P^^^r  refolves,  and  other  violent  ineafures: 
,>77«-  It  was  their  policy  to  particularize  the  votes  of 
every  member,  which  were  publilhed  in  the  enr 
iuing  gazette,  with  the  names  of  the  repre* 
fentatlves,  who  were  expofed  *to  refentment 
and  contempt  by  fevere  ftnftures  and  inveftives. 
Individuals  thus  rendered  obje6ls  of  detenati6li 
to  their  cohftituents,  were  eafily  ftipplanted  at 
a  new  election ;  aild  although  the  lots  of  a  feafc 
was  not  in  itfelf  of  great  importance,  vet,  when 
the  unfuccefsfUl  candidate  became  ftigmatlzcd 
as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  he  was  expofed  ttt 
infult,  his  profeflibnal  purfuits  wereimpeded; 
and  the  welfare  of  himfelf  and  femily  rendered 
preearioul  Under  the  influence  of  thefe  ter- 
rors, ftw  members  could  be  found  fufficienttjr 
hardy  tooppofe  the  popular  voice;  theapparetit 
unanimity  of  the  affembly  encduraged  fadipus 
proceedings  out  of  doors;  and  the  popular 
party  iil  the  legiflature  derived  new  courage 
from  the  fuccefs  of  their  adherents  in  the  town.* 
Dependent  While  fucli  was  the  ftatc  of  the  legiflative 
Ki%^  **  body,  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  due 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  as  the  governor  and 
the  judges  were  dependent  for  their  falaries  on 
the  votes  of  the  colonial  legiflature,  although 
their  commiffions  were  given  by  the  king,  and 
tenable  during  his  pleafure.  The  falaries  of 
the  judges  were  inadequate  to  the  dignHy  of 
their  (laticyils^  and  difproportionate  to  thofe  of 
other  officers  of;  goverhment :  they  had  often 
petitioned  fot  an  advance,  but  without  efFedi 
and  their  kiiowii  dependence  diminiflied  their 
authorilyC     In  vain  did  they,  in  their  charges 

*        • 

.  :  •       k  See  Mal&ieb«0f teiifis»  a  feries  pf  Letters  by  Mr.  Lefiafd,  a 
member  of  the  council  of  Maflachuflet's  Bayj  Bofton,  printed  | 
.Lon4oo,  tcpm^idi  fir  Mathews  io  die  Strand,  1776.— Lctior  nt 
■  .'^  to 
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to  grand  jurieS;  recommend  the  prevention  of  cWap; 
riots  and  infurredions ;  the  jurors,  who  were  ^J^^. 
men  of  property,  and  invariably  of  the  popular     177*/ 
party,  refilled  attention  to  the  inftru6tions  of 
men  whofe  rank  in.fociety  was  rendered  lefs 
refpeflable  by  the  want  of.  a  fuiHcicnt  efta- 
biiihment ;  and  libels  on  magiftrates  and  go^' 
vckrnkMii^,  Avere.  repeatedly    fuiFered  'to  pafs^ 
unnoticed,    althougli  the  proof  was  /x>pioua. 
and;  flagrant.  *  Party  extended  its  influence  to  '^^ 

the  whole  admin iftmtiou  of  juftice;  juries, 
ev^nun  cafes  of  property,  gave  decifions  biafled, 
by  the  political  conne6tions  of  th?  fuitors,  and 
the  Judges,  reftrainedby  a  recoUe6tion  of  their 
own.  dependence,  could  not  reverie,  fcy  a  de-^ 
claration  o^'tke  iaw,  thefe  injurious  proceed-  •  '  ^^ 
ings/  *       »]•....  ••'.'. .'] 

Sensisle  of  theneceility  of . terminating  this^  177s. 
di%racef5ul  fubjection,   the*  mbiftry,    in  pur-.  ^^^J'["j^* 
ibance  of  an  a6t  of  parliament,  enjoined  xhe  From' re- 
^oveniors  of  provinces  .to  withhold  their  con-^  cciving 
lent  from  any  aft,  for  a  gift  or  prefcnt  from.  P*^*"" 
theaifembly  or  others  to  tnem,  on  pain  of  re-  'i 

call,     ..      .  ..;•...  "'; 

Taa  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  Maflachuflet's  May, 
Bay,  &n  a  meflage  to. Mr.  Hutchinfon,  required'  Pr^^. 
information,  whether  provifion  was  made  for  inesof  the 
him  as  governor,  •  in  any  other  than  the  ufual  ^^^'y^ 
manner  by  gifts  and  grants. from  tlie  general 
aflenibly  ?  He  anfwered.  That  liis  majeily,  m 
purfuance  of  an  ad  9f  parliament,,  bad,  mado 
certain  4CDd  adequate  provifion  for  his  fuppoiiC 
in  his  fiation;  aim  fuppofed  hi  opuJd  not,  witb'^ 
out  fpecial  permiflion,    accept  of  any  grant 
from  tl»e  province  for  his  ordinary  feryices,  •  ^ 

'<  On  thisanfwer,  tlie  aiiembly  voted. the  go^^ 

IjMaffichuffirteaiut  fatter  iil 

r  /  F  4  vernor's 
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CHAP,  iremof s  accqHaiiice  of  fupp^rl-  «pt  doenrdl 

i77»<     Tation, .  vfhifik  tpn^tttd  mai  independcii^  of. 
the  Mople,  aad  not  fiich  a  governor  aa  the 
people  conimimg  to^.«l  the  time  of  gr«»tiiig    * 
their  charter:   and  they  lOpft  ibl^Mn^y  fri^    - 
tefted  agaijoft  tkp  ionfyvatwtl^  as  an  itoporttut 
cha&gepf  the.QOBftitutidii,  whieh  expcMnitlMi 
|»raviiioe  to  delfK>tifin* 
i^i£t^      NoTwiTHfiTAHX)iiiothi«cobtuittackH»i>roff   j 
r^ed     peediag  in  the  afibnbly,  the  gov^mfit  iTaa  dtf^    . 
^^^     pofild  to  cGoiciltiibDi^  'Sieafitn^  and^-  »  4bo  /. 
^  ^      fereurable  report  of  tnt  conneil,  criyifilifd  irMi     < 
^kt  uridi^oi  tho  people^  bjr  ad^ufBiins.thtf' 
kffnm  fov^njkyr  in^y%  «od  appomtiog  tlnaM^.: 
Ji"iSlSf  ^^**  »eelw|;.  at  .JBo(W-    But,  altfaouj^.tba,  r, 
ti^attoini.  council  certified,  on  their  oi^u,  that  tik^f^t:*.: 
Terkorinight^  yith  ft  proper  rc^d  to  liifrkiii^ 
Inflni^ifms^i^  remove  the  genecal  ,coi}rtrlo^JbC:»  * *^s 
ton,  that  t}Mru:;Ws»  iliU  in  a  aaoft  tmBidtnouft  4^1 
fiate^  and;  the  fpkit  of  infnbordiiuUi0ik  M^i^^  ji 

R^rcmie  T-^ft  ajftafeWbiMi^t  of  ^  bftiiid  of  Ofiii)nH&  ds 
fiijS!  '"'  fi^r^^»  iafiA:th«  >naivity  ewpl^^yrf  jnahe  pri^.  a 
ven^i^/nwtggliHgi  occa^ed  the  ntliioft*:^: 
difcoat»lpi  Md,  4£ter  t}H^  reANw^Jbof.  the  tod^M:^: . 
iaroiii  MMiis,tly&.  mvfime  etfic^v  weafi  «ftp«£edi  vj 
to  {[tonfiant  ipfults:  the  ofTepdera  were  not'^fov  *x, 
;•.- ikainc^i>jir  th«  OlaeiifaWDy,  and^opbadiE  oi^r 

'  thennee«e|^d  ^^Jcalb^f^  wd,  in^lM^  Attt^t^.* 
e^i^t|iSoiight)«eftiretavai^^  . 

BurninK  of     JiM^  l>Ml^/^^  EuvHukA  prarmoQs.  pnvt^i^ '  * 
Pit. 

»  8ee  Afiyotf»r\<l<Wij  %i1b^l|^  149* 

/r-rt   r.  V  vidence. 
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fidniie^  in  Rhocfe  Uandt,  a  pittce  noUMi#itt  •hah 
for  fiMggfiHg,   a  king's  fcbooMr  caHed  tka  J^^^ 
Gai^ee   was    (iKlioafo;    the  <mDiaaiider  of    t/^s, 
whicli,  lieutenaiit  Daddrngftoa^,  vta  dcteAed 
ferjbb  rigiiaiiee  aad  aftitity,    Atnidftight^  «^J<«a 
the  Gsfpee  tru  boarded  bjr  two  hmidred  armad 
watA  Aoai  boaH   vho,    after- wDnadtag  tlfit 
coamtaader,  and  forcibly  eafrjrbij^  htm^  kmI 
the  crev  on  ihore,   burnied  tbe  YoffeL    Thd 
ycipctrntaaa  of  thb  daiflng  exploit  w«re  aorar 
difeovend^  aHfaoagb  a  regard  of  fit>e  faandvad 
pooailB  ^waa  offidrad^  together  wttfa  a  paidon,  ii 
daittidi  hj  anjr  aiHw  occoitelieM/ 
^  I>0iif«i»«'twe6jaftdielqgiaatw««f  Mafla^*q^«f 
chitfTct*  flay,   it  waa  rumoured,  aa  the  faft  2i2!£ 
teSj  af«%  tbaaiite  mituftrjrliitaBdcdfon^     ihtAiAiA 
notiDciefif  the  gA^erhoi^  ma  Ihe  jadgei^  iiide«^  ^i'^v^* 
jrindttft  m  tfieir  ofiutea,  by  aggniag  to  them 
adequto^laria%  f«)^le  oait  of  ttie  {rtiMid 
IBaenlic*:  4lK|ia|Hiftar  paitgr  ita^^  tbiaai 

a  — ■iftrriai  (rtav^  to,  Mader  tbe  jih^  de^ 
pcttdeat  on  me  croiwa;  and  the  fmfii  kwie^ 
diately  teemed  with  new  inve^vea.  Great 
Jhitaiii,  ft  iraa  ftid  iaviA^  ikikil  iii'Uie  Mt-  ^ 
Ixmpt  to  dragoon  tae  provm<ie  into  k  Havilk 
fubaufBolii  waa  now  aiming  at  the  aoaotfcpiift^i 
tient  of  the  ihiM  end,  by  eerrapttiig  tteMMto 
ofwi&ce.'  ' 

T«a  Meft  mM  hkimedictely  appomtod  a  ^^^ 
town  toe<itxft|^  i^  Faneuil  HaH,  to  bnoidkeltttdi  ^^ 


the  gvcmnds-of  the  riepaitJ    A  antOaga  ««»  Md&g?  f^ 
firanfmitted  tb  tfati  govern*!-,  Aating,  thfctdatm  <^r>- 
excitod  aaMMig  all  eon&lehite  perfoofir  by  the  *^* 
leport  of  a  iMcflire,  tending  tapidivi  to''  ^ma^ 
plete  the  ilaveiy,  which  originated  in- a  powers 
aiaimci^  by  nheliMfe  af  conuntaa  of^Xltwt 

Brttai% 
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CfHAP.  Britain,  to  js^rant  tKe  money  of  the  coloniilr 
^^^-     without  theirconfent ;  and  requeftinj^  informal 


i77»;     tinn^  Whether  4ic  had  receivcil  advice  on  the 

fubje6k?  Htttchinfoti  anfwered,  it  was  not  pro* 

per  for  him  to  lay  before  any  town  his  cone- 

l|H>ndence  as  :governor,  or  to  acquaint  them 

whethci:  he*  had  <or  had  not  received  advices 

fetaftini^  to  lifaa  public  aiFairs.of  govemmefit 

Ui&anlwer^i'as  deemed  unfatisfa^tory,  and  a 

committee  appointed  to  petition  him  to  con* 

voae  the  afTembly)  which  he  declined,  affigning 

Corrc-       Ws  reafon;    They  then  refolv«d  to  petition  the 

fponding    king  fpr  redreft  of  grievan^^es,  and  eftabliflied 

awwMmf^  a.  ixtti&iiiittee  tti*  correfpond  with  other  pro- 

.  ",  ,,*"  Tinces*';  '..::..•;, 
Mfim^.i  M THfsobale&il  effe£b;of  thefe  committees  had 
^JJJ^«»-^  bebniakeadypcperienced  in  t^e  colonies;  Aeir 
intrddodlion  into  America  is.  attiiboted  te 
Frahkliuy^  and  is  aptly  teimed,  ''.tiielicmiefi^ 
ibiitileil,*  and  moft  venqmcnui  (ferpent  that  ever 
ifliiied  from  the  eggs  of  (edition/'''  The  cc^Bimt^ 
tecs  wiere  ^gf  neraily  chx)fen  at  town  meetbigi,t 
J..-.: »    .-  ■•  -•    . 

.  #,  Tbtf  ir^itfy«li  >)•  ,ftr  inoiv  anmenti  corrdpoBdii^  o^nmiUfC^ 

vrcFe  e(lMiii()ied  qmong  the  republicans  and  feflaries  in  tip  time  oT 
CJhaHcs  I.  **Ttfcfy  vvcre  probably  revived  -in  America'  at  the  fog- 
gctbop  pwffMk\ti^%  .1, 

»  A^  A^itricHi  iprriter,  esultiug  jn  1^  fifi^a^alreadj^f  plpducedjbf 

thefe  commltteeSj  and'  auguring  the  purpofes  to  which  they  might 
be  converted  in  other  countries,  exprcfles  htmMf  in -thefe  terms  i 


^  may-bt httiudiitbj  pron/idintt  U^^com^fi  great  evemts*    WM 
}  <<  tj^p  eloci^ce  and  talemt  pf  Demofthcncs  couid  not  cffe5»  anaoog 
'  J : ;  •♦  '*^  the  f!ai^  of  Greece,  might  have  tjben  cfFeiSled  by  fo  fiinplc  a  device* 
«•  dadije,  Antig<)i)»  Valencia/ 'Maj^n^,  tie,  alt  cimiplain«d  of  op- 


<«  of  the  genius  to  invent  a  committee  of  correfpondeilte»  perhaps  the 
**  liberties  of  the  Spanifh  nation  .might  have  remained  to  this  hour.*^ 
See  Almonds  Remembramcer)  vohri.'  (>•  3)^  ^ 

.*    '•   ^  moft 
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mifcoitipofeci  of  the  moil  fiery  and  uncontroulw  c<hapj^ 
abtefpiritsof  oppofition;  they  had  an  opportu^     *^'* 
nity,  under  the  apparent  fan£lion  of  their  toirnSy     tnsf 
mfclandefiiaely wreaking rcvetigeon obnoxious  ' 
perfons,  by  traducing  and  reprdenting  them  as 
enemies  to  the  country .  Thus  many  individuals 
of  principle   and  property,    while  travdlingy 
Irand  thomfelves  infulted  and  reviled  by  men 
whom  tiiey  had  never  feen,  andibr  whofe  male^ 
volence  they  were  at  a  lofs  to  divine  a  motive. 
ThuA  was  fedition  propagated,  and  Biifrepj-e-r 
fent^tion,  both  of  individuals  and  of  public 
neafares,  rendered  current  through  all  paits 
Withis  vail  ccoitineirt :  hv  the^e  means  did  the 
fione  ehimours.  mrife  in  to  inany  parts  of  th^ 
ddonies  at  the  fame  mome&t,   that  tothoib 
who  fuppofed  the  proceeding  fpontaneous^  it 
i^peared  almoft  miraculous.^  •   l^»«» 

•   Fa^OM  the  oommitteerat  Bofion  originated. a  *d  Nor*  \ 
report,  contahtingainew  declaration  of  lights,  ^-1^^^™^^ 
more  extenfive  than  any  hitherto  iTamed.;'<)hd  frameadei 
authority  of  parliament  to'  legiflate  for^the  «|«^onof 
colonies,  in  any  refpeft  whatever,  was  explicitly  "^  ^ 
denied.     The  rights  of  the  colontfis,  and  the 
violations,  of  them,   were  enumerated.    The 
declaratory  aft  of  1 766,  was  particuIarlycooiT 

{dained  of;  by  this,  they  faid,  the  Britifh  par- 
iament  affumed  the  power  of  iegiflating  for  ^ ' 
them  without  their  confent;  and,  under  pre-r 
tence  of  that  authority,  impofed  taxes  in 
the  colonies^  and  appointed  new  officers  to  be 
xefident  amongft  them,  unknown  to  their  con* 
Aitution,  becaule  unauthorized  by  their  eharter. 
The  Butiih  mint{lr}%  by  framing  the  new  regu- 
lation for  granting  falaries  to  the  judges  and 
crown  officers  out  of  this  odious  ttibutei  were 

charged 


»e  HISTORY  or  EKOLAND. 

CB AF.  charg^  with  defigninff  to  cMitifiitt  ti^  fyHtm 
j^joo^    ef.  flavcry  conunoicea  in  tiie  hoiiA  f>f  C9tii# 

ii7»«     mom. 

Aadr^o      Xhis  iil?{MHt  being  apprnrtd  aft  aa  adjsMnad 

^  P^*  Bieettng  of  «Im»  inhabitiats,  iix  homdiM  co|mi 

were  printed,  and  difperfed  tiiroiieli  all  tha 

towns  of  tlie  province^  with  an  admefr  to  tte 

people,  exhorting  them,  in  the  tooHnon  ami 

ufed  for  piupoies  of  fadion ;    '^  By  die  wgaid 

*^  they  owed  to  the  rifing  geBeration,  not  ta 

<^  doze,  0rJ^fUpineiyin^^ereMi^  tm  the  ArBrI 

*^  afdejtruciiofif  aiule  the  trim  hBifii  ^^ffr^*' 

^  jiofi'WQs  daiiy  tearing  the  ehoic^  Jrm^ti 

^  J  rem  the  fair  tne  ^flmerty^  {dantedbr  tjidf 

^f  worthy  pnedecefibrs  at  the  cicpeace  or  tfaeit 

^'  tMaftiTc,  aiid  abundantly  watered  bg  tkm 

^  bimdr^ 

ctkjam        As  thefe  general  Ipeenlalaons  had  hetn  ft 

Meii^'tigQf  BUfparingly  promulgated,  and  with  fome  ttp* 

tbe  ipu-  pearsSice  of  anthdrttativv  fanAibn^^HutcIiinlflil 

!*^         thought  proper,  at  the  opening  of  the  g^tend 

'     eourt,*  to  alwrd  the  legiflatiire  aii  opportubiij 

of  difavowiifg  auy  ctmciinrirence  in  fu<^  4te^ 

gerons  fekttiments,  and  thereftf're  took  oceaafiob 

to  infiil  on  tlie  fiipreme  legiilativi  authoHty  of 

J^^^y  parlianteiit.    The  aflembly,  however,  were  not 

tive  autho-  difpofed  .to  recede  as  a  body  from  the  oreten* 

rityofparyfions  whtch,  as  individuals^*  they  had  kooiirad 

to  maintai'ti :  in  their  addrefs  they  denied  tiic 

competency  of.  parliament,  not  only  to  lory 

taxes,  but  to  legjllate  fbrlhem  in  any  refpefi:; 

and  they  added,    ^'  If,  in  any  late  tnftances, 

H  there  had  becfn  a  fulmiffion  to  m&%  of  parlia- 

^'  ment,  it  had  been,  in  their  Ojpinion^  rather 

^^  from  ineonfideration,  ot  relnaance  to  con^ 

^'  tend  ^  with  the  parent  Aate,  than  from  a  coa^ 

^  Stcdman,  vtl.  ifi*  |ft«  Aittoa'a  GilMEio»»  Iw. 

"  Viaioh 
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^  ViAion  jQQr-acknmvlc^pnMit  of  the  fiiprone  CKAft 
^  legiflatiTt  authority  of  parlianient"*    .  vJS> 

Tu£  grand  popular  topic  was  not  long  wr-     lf7^ 
mittedto  Ma^n  qaiefcent:  the  houfe  ol  re-  ^^^L 
pMJisntativiea  voted  fabriea  tathe  ludgte^  aa  a  tbe  (aimt 
compeoiation  for  their  fervicea  tof  one  year  f^ff^ 
fading  tJU^  firft  of  Janwoy.      Hie  governor  ^f^ 
ddaying*  to  fanftioa  this  vot^  wasrequefted 
to  make  known  J^is  difficulty,  and  acquainted 
that  the  pe^le  were  uniTenaUy  alarmed  with 
the  r^rt  of  ialaries  being  ^m  to  the  offii^es 
of  the  jufiioet  by  order  of  the  crown*    His  ex-  4fi>FA 
ceUahcy  aYOwed  hu  information  that  the  king 
had^eded  fidariesf;  but  had  received  no  in^^ 
teUigence<^  warrantu  beingp  iflued  for  payment ; 
he  hud  therefofe  delayed  giving  his  immediate 
tfleot  to  the  grants,  teaft  when  the  r^irrants 
fimnthe  crown  ^ould  be  tanfmitted,  they 
mi^  include  fums  dne  for  {>art  of  the  time  for 
which  the  atfembly  hed  provided. 

A  pJ^FiTTATioK  was>m  Gonfequence  of  this  tttdFA. 
tteflagr^  intruded  tCL  wait  on  the  governor, 
and  seprafent,  that,   ^'  no  judge,  who  had  a 
^  diiewgard  to  Jnfiice,  of  even  to  his  own 

4  $9dk  w^i  tiif  iwyfopor  t^idcncy  of  tbi*  %dd|Wf  thtt  tfas  awnn* 
ti^lbemiefvti  thought  ipoptti  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Dartiiiouth» 
KiJttJUf' m  wRcT  ror  AdienoaBn  aibin^  dttcd  s^tli  Jutit  i T7 )»  ^ 


^Afal^bt'fDr /dieiexprdfioiit  tbeyhadiiftd.    Eyca  tbia 
^nk  9or  done  ^tiout  tbtbt  chicane  wA  hvpocrify  t  they  accufed  tbt 
|oirtrnor  Sf  fabMhg  oMie^d{iHri)ybixNigliftr«e  fabjea  of  parliamentary 
'  v.muks.09fifi4tratibfVMdtte 


te^Mi^  w^  09fifi4trati^ 

of  tbt  lefioa^  Riitcbnfon  caikd  oq  the  cvMi  fei&s  in  fuch  a  pieifing 
mtniiet,  ai'ankniotedWBttlelhoitof  a  challei^e'to  aiilwer  him« 
lato  fiMil'iiritti0mni:rffeft  th^jj^^iodgkt  lyy^the  fpceth,  they  (ay,  that 
tkey.  f^  tifidcF  a  pec^^y  ot  fmn^  Gieh  ^^irvrerj  at  they  aid,  or 
hsvtfl^tUr  condti^t  cohftnied  into  afk  acquiefceace  wtth  the  doc« 
txin^  ci^aabad  'm  it»  which  ip^oulit  haife  be^  «n  implicit  acknow* 


hiaamm  that  tkej^voviict  mu  if  a  ftiUcof  flibjeaSoa.  aiflbriog  ttvf 
lidto  finom  Havcry.  The  atkfweN  in^re  the  effeft  or  necefllty,  and 
thb  neceffity  occaitooed  great  grief  fo  the  two  houfes.  *<  The  peo* 
•  iihiof  ll«i  p#Me;  mf  tord,'*  th^  coaiinued^  ^  are  true  and 
^.btnipU  fdbjeStn  of  hit  maicftjp  and  think  theoifcJvet  happy  is 
;*  cheir  ^onne^on  with  GffBiX  Britain.**    Stcdmany  and  Almotk 

^'  charafter, 
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'^  charader,  vould  chufe  to  be  placed  undcf 
'^  an  undue  bias,  by  accepting  of,  and  become 
^^  ing  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  fala- 
*^  ries."  The  meafure  wa^  imputed  to  the  king's 
being  mifinformed  re&eding  their  conftitutionv 
and  the. governors  reaioBs  for  delay  were  treat*^ 
ed  with  great  difregard,  "  When  we  con-. 
"  fider,"  they  faid,  "  the  man^  atfcempts  that 
"  have  been  made,  to  render  nuH  and  void 
"  tliofe  claufes  in  our  charter,  iqion  which  the 
"  freedom  of  our  confiitution  depends,  we 
"  i}idvild  be  loft  to  all  public  feeling,  did  w» 
**  notmanifeftiajuftrefeutment.  We  are  more 
^'  and  more  convinced,  that  it  has  been  the  de* 
*'  fign  of  adniiuiftration  totally  to  fubverl  th^ 
'^  conftitution,  aud  intcoduce  an  arbiUary  go^ 
•'  vernnient  in  this  province;  and  wo  cannot 
"  wonder  that  tlie  apprehenfions  of  this  people 
'!  are  thojoughly  awakened,"  In  conclufion, 
they  exprefled  a  hope  that  the  judges  would 
refttfe  »to  accept  of  fupport  in  a  manner  fo  juftly 
obnoxious  to  the  dilmterefted  and  judicious 
part  of  the  coniinunity,  being  repugnant  tothe 
charter,:  and  utterly  incouiifi^nt  with  their 
fafety,  rights,  liberties,  and  property. 

'The  governor,  contrary  to  the  expedations 
mf  the  demagogues,  at  length  ^ave  his  confen^ 
tO'the  vote;  but  as  the  queftioA  would  now 
temain  at  reft  for  a  longet  period  than  fuited 
the  views  of  the  popular  fadion,  they  adopted 
an  unprecedented  meafure  for  the  purpofc  of 
inftantly  reviving  it,  by  voting  fimilar  grants 
for  the  year  enfuing.  Hutchinfon  refuted  to 
confirm  this  proceeding ;  he  alleged,  that  as 
there  was  no  inftance,  fmce  tlie  charter,  of  aa 
allowance  made  to  judges  fot  fervices  not 
aflually  performed,  and  as  thofe  grants  wer« 
profpective,  and  palfed  in  fo  fliort  ^  time  after 

the 
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the  inibnnation  he  ItiaA  given  the  houft^  hi§  CHAK 
aflent  would  appear  to  counterafik  the  kinged  JP^^ 
intentions.  •    -  '     irr^ 

Tus  year  1773  produced  abundant' caoTes  Aa;vityof 
ofdifconte&t  in  NewEhsrland;  the^difputc  re*  ^^?^oxa- 
fueoing  the  judges  was  never  rdmquimed ;-  and  concfpoA. 
tneconunittees  of  correfpondetice  wfere  a6tively  <i«n««^ 
employed  in  difleminating  feditioni     In  confe- 
quence  of  the  outrage  committed  on  board  the 
Oafpee^  a  court  of  inquiry  was  inftituted  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  with  powers,  conformablrtoa 
late  aft  of  parliament^  to  fend  the  otfenders  to 
£ngland  tor  trial.     A  fub-committee  of  cor^ 
ref^ndence  was  formed  by  liie  people  of  Bof^ 
ton,  to  inquire  by  what  authority  the  court  of 
inquiry  held  its  fittings ;  the  alfembly  of  Vir* 
ginia,    and   feveral  other   legiflative   bodies, 
adopted  the  correfponding  fcheme,  and   the 
whole  continent  was  thus  prepared  for  the  in- 
fiantaneous  reception  of  an  uniform  impnlfe. 

The  hatred  of  the  people  of  Malfachulfet's  puWic«- 
Bay  to  their  governor^  and  to  the  Britifh  go*  jionoftfie 
vemment,  received  at  this  time  new  force  from  huuhi^ 
a  treacherous  and  unwarrantable  a^,  commit-  fon  and 
ted  by  Dr.  Franklin  their  J^ent    The  appoint-  ^^«^^- 
ment  of  Franklin  at  a  critical  period  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned :  his  continuance  in  his 
appointment  was  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
oppofition  party  in  theaflembly ;  who,  contrary 
totbepra6i:ice  and  forms  of  the  colonial  confti** 
tution,  which  required  the  concurrence  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  legiflature  in  the  nomina-* 
tion,  continued  him,  aluiough  the  council  had 
appointed  another  perfon  to  officiate  for  them, 
Franklin^s  information  was,  however,  highly 
piized  by  hk  adherents ;  his  delineatibns  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  king,  the  niiniftry,  the  par- 
Kameat,  and  the*  nation,  were   d'eemed  niojt. 
*•'  -^  ^      -^  authentic. 


1^  lllStOAT  Of  tvatAUti, 

fiHArj  nuthjefttic.    He  tdv^fed  the  cdioaifts  to  petf 


$fju  refolutions^  to  cherijh  a  military  (pint;  ami 
tiTiireii  hi$  eonfiitvetitay  thiit,  }f  finn«  they  had 
nothing  to  ibir  from  the  people  of  Engkndx 
He  fuggefted  modes  of  vkimnce  to  goi^^tfn-' 
tnifttf  mnA  the  popular  mcafunes  wens  gc&eraUy 
ietraduted  to  the  hovfe  by  letters  fiom  fahiL 
The  rtaicpeout  oppoiitwn  whidi  vu  di<|]iayed 
dmieg  the  fpytrmmenU  of  Ber&aid  and  liuCeh- 
iyifoirky  vt9  attrihiited  to  the  imfri^^rdGsaitatioiii 
their  cha^  of  ^tfty  tgeaU.  Bernard  was  a  mw  of  «f 
iaaeis.  kfuovtedg^  abUitiesi  and  the  utmoft  iitt^ij^  9 
he  catqe  to  the  apcrrerameiit  6f  Mafladiuffea't 
8ay,  fecotftineiuMd  by  the  aflfefiioni  of  liie 
peo()I«  of  New  Jevfey,  over  whom  he  hgui  be^ 
iioTC  preiklrd.  iiiitdiififon*)  charter  in  pn* 
wate  life  vr^  aAiiaUe  and  exemplaiy :  bis  abl^ 
littes,  h«»saafiity>  and  honoiur^  were  veil  knowtt 
to  the  province,  from  his  condud  in  raiaoiis 
kapoftant  departments,  partkxdarly  that  of 
chAef  jvAice,  and  he  was  endowed  witli  a 
tliorough  knowledge  of  the  inteictfb,  connect 
tioiia,  aacr  alTafrs  of  kts  govemm^tt/  As  a 
friend  to  H^i  conftiiuition  eftabltihed  by  char*' 
ter,  ha  oppoieci  tlie  innovations  oftherepulH 
Ucnns,  aAil  his  coalidential  comihunicataws 
with  the  imniiiry  ot*  Great  ftitain,  exprefled 
with  freedom  hia  fentiments  refoefting  the 
orii^y  coatioaanoet  and  means  of  pseretttiog 
thofe  diiturbanccs  which  agitated  ihe  colony. 
Froeef4-  By  meaiUs  which  have  never  bora  a£certain<< 
!l^»wt^*  ed,  Fj-anklin  became  poflelfcd  of  fome  of*  theft 
a^««  ^*  letters  J  the  modse  ot  obtainmg  them  ctHdil 
Botbehottonrable^  and  the  nie  to  mk^dti  ht 
(^nveFted  Uiem    was  highly  ilBai^ious^   fat 

f  Mafia€huflcttDfi$,  kUK  •&« 

tranfmitteJ 
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tranfmitted  them  immediately  to  the  houfe  of  cttAP. 
reprefentatives,  where  they   gave  birth  to  the    J?i;^ 
moft  violent  proceedings*    A  committee:  M'aited     *?7  v 
on  Hutchinfon,  and,  refufmg  to  truft  the  letters 
from  their  o^vn  cuftody,  inqutreri :  wliether  he 
acknowledged  his  iignature.    ;Having;i-ece3  ved 
an  explicit  avowal,  the  a{reixibly;iira{):):ired  xi  pe-> 
^tion  and  reroonfinancc  to  the  king;  ciBargiiig 
.  tlwigovenior  Ivith betrayinjjhiai^trudl, Ami flan- 
dering.  the  people,  by  giving  private^  partial,, 
and  falfe  information;,  he  wa3  cleclaird.  .an 
enemy  to  the  coloiw ;  and  they:  prayed  fijr  hi$  •        : 
removal,  and  that  of  Mr.  OUrer^  the  j[ieiii:eiiai3t* . 
governor.  .  ,    •       :  ;.;         i 

These  letters  have  been  niudx.tle{cat)ted.6»,  obferv*. 
and  produced  in  vindication  of  proceedings  tiooton 
whicjitheyarenotealoiilatedto  juOify:  in  the  ^^^^^^* 
ikuation  m  which  the  governor  was  placed, 
viewing  with  alarm  and.apprehenfion  tho  daily 
inroads^  made  on  a  cohftitution  whtdi:  he  per^ 
fe^y  underftoodi  and  wad  commiffioned  to 
prQte£^  his  counfels  do  hot  feenfi  didated  by  a 
jpirit  of  violence,  or  comniiiinicated  in  termi^ 
of  undae  warmth :  they  are  the  effiifions  of  a 
thinking  mind,  occupied  in  difcufling  public 
affair^  of  tlie  firft  moment :  he  did  not  pretend 
to  difclofe  private  or  confidential  communica* 
tjons,  but  detailed  free  opinions  relative  to  the 
•politics  of  government,  and  the  means  of  fe- 
^.curing  the  dependence  of  the  colonifts,  the  ter^ 
ininatipn  of  which  he  clearly  anticipated.  As 
he  wrote  with  the  utmoft  franknefs,  fome  of  his 
expreflions  might  be  defcanted  on  to  his  dif- 
advantage;  but  his  letters  contained  no  in- 
formation unfounded  on  faft,  nor  were  his  rea- 
^nings  recojumended  by  any  promifes  to  unite 
a  partvi  or  to  affift  in  fubverting  the  chaiter  of 
the  colony;  he  merely  pointed  out  fuch  means 


tea 

America. 
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CHAP.  ^  v^fc  in  his  opinion  calculated  to  counteraft; 
XXL      the  daily  infra^ons  of  the  conilitution,  which 

^TJt]!^  were  made  under  an  afFefted  pretence  of  afpir-. 
ing  at  Engliih  liberty,  hut  were,  in  fajR,  moil 
frequently  founded  on  appeals  to  the  abftra^ 
and  anti-focial  rights  or  nature.  The  letters 
of  Oliver*  were  of  the  fame  charader,  but  his 
counfeU  were  more  fpecific ;  he  recommended 
the  removal  of  the  principal  incendiaries ;  the 
eflabliihment  of  a  patrician  order,  and  feveral 
other  meafures ;  but  his  advice  was  no  more 
than  a  confidential  difclofure  of  his  own  par«^ 
ticular  opinions,  and  not  combined  withan\ 
propqfition  for  giving  effed  to  meafures  which 
might  refult  from  it. 

Tbejr^ef.  f^  the  ftatc  of  mind  which  prevailed  in 
"^  America,  a  temperate  view  of  thefe  letters 
could  not  be  expe6ied;  pafiion,  intereil»  and 
fa&ion,  combinea  in  the  efforts  to  render  the 
writers  univerfally  odious.  The  committees, 
of  correfpondence  printed  and  inclofed  in  a  cirr 
cular  addrefs,  the  letters  of  the  governor  an4. 
lieutenant-governor,  and  the  refolves  of  the 
affenibly :  the  ferment  became  general ;  town 
meetings  were  held,  and  violent  refolutions 
adopted ;  one  town  even  declared  it  was  better 
to  rifle  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of 
their  rights,  civil  and  religious,  than  to  die 
by  piece-meal  in  flavery. 

Jffeft^f^      While  the  fpirit  of  oppoiition  was  at  the  ut- 

^^  "^  ^  moft  height,  intelligence  was  received  of  ib^ 
2L€t  of  the  Britiih  iegiflature,  permitting  the 
Eaft  India  company  to  export  tea,  free  from 

•.  The  letten  at  Uupgo  have  been  frequently  publilhed ;  and  d» 
jieader  may  form  a  candid  judgment  froin  a  penifal  of  the  vvhok} 
ft  few  phraftt  malicioiiily  ielefbed  and  falfified  by  tTpograpbicfll 
«rti6ce«  am  only  kad  to  (DifapprebaiilQni   tui  f»lb^i^t  coik 

'^.-    ''  ;  duly; 
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duty,  to  all  parts  of  the  globe^  while  it  was  CHAP; 
charged  with  a  duty  of  three-pence  per  poond,  siSlLr 
on  its  arrival  in  America.  Since  the  non-im-»  ^^i* 
portation  agreements,  the  colonifts  had  been 
principally  fupplied  with  tea  fmuggled  from 
Holland;  a$  the  duty  taken  off  in  England 
was  one  fhilling  per  pound,  if  the  introduAion 
M'as  now  pennitted,  its  cheapnels  would  form 
an  irrefiftible  counteraction  to  the  non-impor- 
tation covenants,  and  a  duty  would  be  received 
by  England  from  America,  notwithftaading 
ail  the  efforts  of  oppoiition.  The  prefs  again 
poured  forth  a  torrent  of  inveAivc,  and  im** 
puted  every  finifter  defign  to  the  mother- 
country;  the  duty  on  tea  was  reprefented  as 
a  prelude  to  various  other  impofitions,  and  the 
coloniils  were  taught  to  expe&  a  window-tax, 
a  hearth-tax,  a  land-tax,  and  a  polUtax,  as  im- 
mediate and  inevitable  confeqnences, 

Several  of  the  provinces,  influenced  by  fncM- 
thefe  reprefentations,  compelled  the  confignees  sS^ 
of  tea  to  renounce  their  agency,  and  entered 
into  flrenuous  refolutions  againu  pufchaiing  or 
permitting  it  to  be  landed.  In  Bofton  the 
fame  attempts  were  made ;  but  the  coniienees, 
inflead  of  yielding  to  the  commands  of  the  po* 
palace,  implored  proteftion  of  the  governor, 
who  immediately  convened  the  council,  and  «9***>^« 
fubmitted  the  petition  to  their  conllderation, 
The  council  declined  giving  advice;  the  mob 
furrounded  the  houfes  of  the  confignees,  and 
on  their  ftill  refufing  to  renounce  their  employ, 
broke  their  doors  and  windows,  and  compelled 
them  to  take  refuge  in  Caftle  William:  the  go*? 
vernor's  proclamation  for  fuppreiling  this  riol 
was  contemned  and  derided,  and  the  iheriff  in^ 
fulted  while  attempting  to  read  it 

The  moit  yiolent  oppofitioQ  \o  th^lnqding  AH^of 
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CH  AlP.  of  tea  being  now  expefted,  the  firft  fliip  whicli 
JL^ij  *^" ved  was  detained  beloW  Caftle  Willianfi.  An 
■774*  affembly  of  the  {leople  was  convoked  at  the 
2^Dg.  O^^  South  meeting-noufe,  called  a  body-meet- 
ing: this  convention  differed  from  a  town- 
meeting,  by  being  open  to  all  perfons^  without 
inquiry  as  to  qualification.  It  confifled  of  fe- 
veral  thoufands,  coUefted,  not  only  in  Bofion, 
but  from  all  the  circumjacent  towns:  the  owner 
of  the  tea  fliip  was  fummoned  before  them,  and 
required  to  bring  his  veffel  to  the  wharf;  his 
compliance,  as  tiiey  knew^  compelled  him  to 
enter  his  cargo  at  the  cuftom-houlc,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly reported  his  tea,  afler  which  twenty 
days  were  allowed  to  land  it,  and  pay  the  duty. 

The  body-meeting  having  thus  fucceeded 
in  creating  a  difficultv,  palfed  a  refolution,  that 
the  tea  ihould  not  be  landed,  nor  the  duty  paid, 
but  return  in  the  fame  bottoms  in  which  it  was 
brought  This  was  placing  the  captain  in  an 
inextricable  dilemma ;  for  as  the  iliip  had  been 
compelled  to  come  to  the  wharf,  and  was  en- 
terea  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  it  could  not  be 
cleared  out  without  the  previous  payment  of  the 
duties,  nor  could  the  governor  grant  a  permit 
for  the  veffel  to  pafs  Caflle  William,  without  a 
certificate  from  the  cuftom-houfe. 

The  body-meeting  then  appointed  a  mili- 
tary guard,  to  watch  the  fhip  every  night  till 
further  orders.  The  confignees  having  been 
compelled  to  feek  refuge  from  the  fury  of  the 
populace,  the  council  fiad  declined  interfering^ 
jand  the  governor  perfevefed  in  that  line  M'hich 
the  law  marked  out  as  his  duty:  his  iuflexibi* 
lity  in  this  point  M'as  oppofed  by  an  equal  ob- 
ftinacy  on  the  part  of  the  towns-people,  who 
rejefted,  with  difdain,  the  offer  of  the  con- 
fignees to  land  tlie  tea,  and  ftore  it  under  the 

car* 
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care  of  Ihe  feled  men,  or  a  committee  of  the  chap, 
town,  till  they  could  receive  further  orders  from  J?i^ 
England.  »77s- 

Two  more  fhips  were  now  arrived,  when  the  Tea 
military  guard  was  unexpededlj'  withdrawn,  iJ^^fca; 
or  the  renewal  omitted.  A  numerous  mob,  in 
the  difguife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  fuddenly  fal* 
lied  forth,  boarded  the  ihips,  fplit  open  the 
chefts,  and  committed  the  whole  cargoes  of  tea 
to  the  waves. 

Measures  were  adopted  in  other  provinces  Fiweed- 
to  prevent  the  landing;  fome  Ihips  were  com-  I^£.'lp. 
pelted  to  returQ  without  comine  to  anchor;  yincn. 
and  feveral  cargoes  were  deftroyed;  but  in  no 
other  place  was  fuch  a  fyftematic  and  over- 
bearing fpirit  of  oppofition  manifefted  as  ia 
Bofton.^ 

The  aflembly  were  too  much  animated  with  Imp«di. 
the  popularity  of  the  late  proceedings,  to  omit  J5J|2.  *^ 
any  opportunity  of  renewmg  perfonal  contefts  juftice, 
with  the  governor.     In  the  kft  feffion  they  de- 
clared, that  judges,  who  received  falaries  from 
tlie  crown  inftead  of  the  people,   would  no 
longer  enjoy  the  public  confidence  and  eAeeni, 
and  it  would  be  the  indifpenfabk  duty  of  the 
province  to  impeach  them  befoi^  the  governor 
and  council.    Not  intimidated  by  thefe  threats, 
the  judges  refufed  to  accept  more  than  half  of 
tlie  lums  granted  by  the  houfe  of  reprefenta-  14th  F^. 
tives,  who,  in  this  leflion,  put  their  menace  in  «77i- 
execution,  by  voting  articles  of  impeachment 
againO:  Peter  Oliver,  efq.  chief-juftice  of  tlie* 
fuperior  court  of  judicature,  charging  him  with 
a  defign  to  fobvert  the  conftitution  of  the  pro- 
vince, and   to  introduce  into  the  court  over 
which  he  prefided,  a  partial,  arbitrary,  and  cor- 

^  .Stedman-*-Andrewt— ^Maflacbufletenfii,  letter  W* 
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CHAP*  ru|>t'admini{iration  of  juftice,  in  confequencC 
,J°^  of  which  he  had  declined  receiving  grants  ot 
«774.  the  general  aflembly,  but  accepted  an  annual 
ftipend  frota  his  majefty's  minifters. 
iCi  lettwr.  In  a  letter  addrefled  to  the  houfe,  the  magi* 
fixate  ren)onftrated,  that  during  the  feventeen 
years  he  had  been  in  office,  he  was  unconfcious 
of  any  violation  of  the  laVs  in  his  judicial  ca- 
pacity; he  had  fuftained  by  privation  of  bufmefs^ 
and  the  infufficiency  of  his  (lipends,  a  lofs  ex- 
ceeding three  thoufand  pounds  fierling;  he  had 
toot  folicited  a  falary  from  the  king ;  but  when  it 
was  offered,  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  bell  of 
ibvereignS)  induced  him  to  accept  the  munifi- 
cent donation.  This  appeal  was  infufficient  to 
^arm  the  fury  of  the  aflembly ;  the  impeach- 
ment was  voted  by  a  large  majority;'  but  the 
governor  difclaiming  any  authority  to  try  and 
determine  high  crimes  and  tnifdemeanors,  re* 
fufed  to  receive  it  ITie  reprefentatives,  how- 
ever, perfevering  in  their  attempt^  and  renewing 
iottiMar.  the  impeachment  in  another  form,  Hutchinfon 
^MfS^  diflblved  the  affembly-  His  fpeech  was  couched 
in  terms  of  fevere  reprehenfion ;  he  laid,  "  As 
"  fomeofyour  votes,  refolvcs,  and  other  pro- 
"  ceedingS;;  which  you  have  fuffered  to  be 
*?  made  public,  ftrikc  dire6lly  at  the  honour 
**  and  authority  of  the  king  and  parliament,  I 
"  may  not  negle^  bearing  public  teftimony 
*'  againft  them,  and  making  ufe  of  the  power 
•5  vefted  in  me  by  the  conftitution,  to  prevent 
*  your  further  proceeding  in  the  fame  M'ay^" 

^  9«  to  ii 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-SECOND: 
1774. 

Meeting  of  parliament.  —  King's  fpeech.  — • 
Peace  epabliJhment.'^fVoodfall  and  Home 
brought  before  the  houfe  of  commons  for  a 
libel — and  difcharged. — Act  for  trying  the 

,  merits  of  controverted  elections  maaeperpe^ 
tual.'— Petition  from  Majfachuffefs  Bay^ 
heard  before  the  privy-counciL^^  Franklin 
difmiffedfrom  the  poji-oj^ce. — American  pa* 
pers  laid  before  parliament. -^The  king^s 
meffage.  —  Bill  for  (hutting  Bojlon  port.  -^ 
Its  progrefs  through  the  houfe  of  commons^ 
•^Petition  from  the  Americans  rejident  in 
London.^^Uppoftion  in  the  houfe  of  lords^ 
— Bill  for  regulating  the  government  a/* 
Maffacnuffefs  Bay.  ^^  Proceedings  in  the 
fiouje  of  commons. '•^Proteji  in  the  upper 
houfe.-^Bill  for  the  impartial  adminijtra* 
tion  of  jujtice  in  America. — Oppojition  in 
the  lower  houfe.^^^ Debates  and  prote/l  in  the 
lords.  ^^ Second  petition  from  the  Americans 
in  London. ^-'Motion  for  repealing  the  duty 
vn  tea. '^  Burke's  famous  Jpeech. -^  Lord 
Chatham's  fpeech  on  American  affairs.-^ 
Bill  for  the  government  of  Canada. '^^Fiew 

if  the  bill — And  of  the  oppojition,  and  ife- 

fence  in  both  houfes. — Petition  from  the 
Penn  family — And  from  the  Canada  mer* 
vhants.-^ Evidence  examined.'-^ Petition  t0 
the  king. — Mifcellaneous  acts  of  the  fc- 
gi/lature\^^Clo/e  of  the  fejion.^^  King's 
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'T'HE  extent  of  American  difturbances  "WM 
'^  not  fully  known  when  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment aflembled.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech,  ret 
viewed  the  ftate  of  the  continent,  and  antici* 
pated  a  long  duration  of  peace:  he  recom- 
mended attention  to  internal  and  domeftic  iro* 
provement,  and  mentioned  the  deteriorated 
ftate  of  the  gold  coin,  as  an  obje£i  claiming 
peculiar  exertions.  The  addrefs  was  carried  in 
both  houfes  without  divifion  or  debate. 

The  early  part  of  the  feflion  was  employed 
in  fixing  the  number  of  feamen  and  folcliers 
on  the  peace  eftablifhment;  on  Sawbridge's  an- 
nual motion  forihortening  the  duration  of  par- 
liament ;  and  on  Sir  George  Savile's  fimilar  ef- 
fort to  procure  a  bill,  for  fecuring  the  rights 
of  ele&ors,  and  for  declaring  the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  Middlefex  eledion  illegal ;  both 
which  were  rejefted. 

Some  attention  was  alfo  excited  by  the  pro- 
ceeding againfl  H.  S.  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  A^'^ertifer,  and  the  Rev,  John  Home, 
for  a  libel  on  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, charging  him  with  injuftice  and  par- 
tiality. Sir  Fletcher  Norton  complained  to  the 
houfej  and  having  obtained  the  teftimony  of 
Sawbridge,  who  knew  the  progrefe  of  the  affisur, 
in  favour  of  his  reditude,  declared  himfelf  fa- 
tisfied,  and  exprelfed  contempt  of  the  imputa-^ 
tJons  of  fa£iion. 

Mn  Herbert  conceiving  tlie  dignity  of 
parliament  would  be  degraded,  if  a  matter  of 
iiich  importance  paffed  with  impunity,  moved 
for  bringing  the  printer  beforCvthe  houfe.  Sir 
Jofeph  Mawbey  thought  the  intention  of  ihe 
libeller  was  to  injure  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs, 
^id  create  a  variance  between  the  king  and  the 
i:it^,  apd  therefore  wiflicU  the  houfe  to  abftain 
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from  noticing  the  libel,  and  referred  the  fpeaker  chap. 
to  the  courts  of  law  for  redrefs.     Mr.  Fox  vji^^li^ 
agreeing  with  Sir  Jofeph,  refpefting  the  views     '77*» 
of  the  writer,  differed  in  his  concluiions.     The 
letter  was  full  of  fuch  flagrant  falfehoods,  that 
no  man  of  fenfe  could  place  belief  in' it;  but, 
was  any  member,  much  more  the  fpeaker,  to  be 
fo  groisly  libelled,  and  obliged  to  defcend  to  a 
law-fuit?    No!  he  hoped  they  would  always 
maintain  their  prerogative,  and  proteA  them- 
felves ;  for  it  would  be  no  lefs  abfurd  for  them 
to  appeal  to  an  inferior  court,  than  for  the  court 
of  king's  bench  to  apply  for  protedlion  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas.     The  confequences 
ariiing  from  the  motion  were  dreaded,  becaufe 
the  lenity  formerly  fliewn  had  led  printers  to 
conceive  themfelves  entitled  to  libel  any  mem- 
ber, and  if  fuffered  to  proceed,  they  would  next 
claim,  as  a  privilege,  the  right  of  libelling  whom 
they  pleafra.    After  a  debate  of  fome  length, 
in  which  a  refiftance  to  the  order  of  the  houfe;^ 
by  fome  alderman,  ambitious  of  popularity,  wa« 
anticipated,  and  the  futility  of  the  claim  of  the 
city  to  obftruft  the  execution  of  the  fpeaker's 
warrant,  fully  eftablidied,  the  paper  was  unani- 
moufly  voted  a  libel,  and  the  printer  ordered  to 
attend* 

Wood  FALL  obeyed  without  hefitation,  and,  14*  Fd^ 
on  his  interrogatory,  declared  the  Rev.  John 
Home  author  of  the  obnoxious  papen  A 
firenuous  debate  enfued,  in  which  lord  North 
pn^fed  committing  the  printer  to  the  Gate- 
noufe,  and  Mr.  Fox  recommended  Newgate ; 
but  he  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  by 
the  feijeant-at-arms.  After  fome  demurs,  re- 
lative to  the  fummons,  Mr.  Home  was  brought  «7tbf 
before  the  houfe.  He  extricated  himfelf  from 
Ihe  agcufatio^  with  ^reat  dexterity :  having 

attempted 
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ICRAP.  attempted  to  remove  the  imputation  of  conta^ 

^v?>Sl/   ^^^y^  ^^  inquired  whether  Woodfall's  declaia^ 

>774-     tiotis  were  to  be  taken  as  evidence,  or  as  the 

charge  againft  him ;  after  fome  heiitatioo^  he 

was  told,  they  conftiluted  the  charge,    and 

pleaded,' as  in  any  other  court,  not  guilty.   The 

noufe  was  emharraffed:   Woodfall  was  again 

called,  and  confronted  with  Hornc;  but  as  he 

t^as  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  the  publication^ 

his  teftmiony  was  deemed  infufficicnt  to  w«it* 

If* Feb.    T^^^  conviction.   Three  of  Woodfall's  ioumey* 

And  dif-    men  afterwards  attended ;  they  failed,  nowerer, 

*^^     in  proving  th^  accufation,  and  Mr.  Honte  was 

diicharged. 
«5thFeb.       SiR  Edward  StANiEY,  anticipating  a  ge* 
^■viiie   neral  eledion,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
periJ^.   bill,  to  render  perpetual'  the  law,  introduced 
tinder  the  aufpices  of  the  late  George  Gren* 
ville,  for  trying  controverted  ele^iions  by  com*- 
mittees.     The  motion  produced  an  animated 
debite,  in  which  the  queftion  was  not  treated 
as  an  affair  of  party,  but  difcuffed  freely  on  the 
merits.     The  principal  objeftions  againfi  ren* 
dering  the  aft  perpetual,  were,  the  approach  of 
a  general  eleftion,  which  would  afford  oppor^ 
.  tunities  of  making  more  decided  experiments 
of  its  benefits;    and  the  impropriety  of  the 
honfe  furrenderihg  its  own  privileges.     In  an^ 
fwer  to  the  fiift,    it  was  ftated,  that  five  in* 
ftances  had  already  occurred,  and  not  one  trial 
had  been  improperly  decided.     Dunning  hu* 
mouroufly  apologifed  for  fupporting  the  mo- 
tion :    "  No  perfon,''  he  faid,   "  had  a  jufler 
"  right  to  refill  the  bill  than  hinifelf,  it  had 
"  done  him  gieat  injury;  for,  llnce  the  ad,  not 
»     *'  one  trial  nad  come  into  Weftminfter-hall; 
*'  and,  he  was  confident,  were  it  made  per- 
*'  petual,  there  never  would  be  one/'    In  axp* 

fwer 
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iwci*  to  the  argument againft  the  refignation  of  Chap* 

jprivilegcs,  the  improper  means  ufed  to  influ-  ^J^!^ 

cnce  members  in  former  times,  were  detailed     «774* 

by  lord  George  Germaine.  "  The  parties  ufed," 

he  faid,  "  to  apply  to  one  fet  of  the  houfe  to 

"  be  their  managers,  another  fet  to  give  their 

^*  attendance  and  intereft;  to  a  third  fet,  ^vith 

**  whom  they  were  intimate,  they  would  apply 

***  for  their  Vote;  and,  to  the  lazy  part  of  the 

**  houfe,  they  would  fay,  We  won't  trouble  you 

'*  to  attend  the  dry  ejcamination  of  witnefles; 

'**  only  let  us  know  where  you  will  be,  and 

**  when  the  queftion  is  goin^  to  be  put,  we'll 

*^  fend  you  a  card."   The  motion  was  at  length 

carried,*  and  the  bill  paifed.* 

•  »50  to  i»i.  * 

•  ^  Tie  iDttiu  of  tlihedebrBtedhiir,  are  thus  elegantly  defcribed  by 
k>r.  Johnfto  i  **  The  new  mode  of  try'tng  elections,  if  it  be  found 
*•  eftduali  will  difiuie  its  confoquences  further  than  feems  ytt  to  be 
^  fsMK^eau  It  is,  I  believe,  generally  confidered  as  advanta|eoua 
*'  only  to  thoie.  #ho  claim  feats  in  parliament  $  but,  if  to  chu&  re- 
<«  prefentativet  be  one  of  the  moft  valuable  rights  of  Englifhmen, 
^  «very  voter  mnft  confidcr  that  law  as  adding  to  his  mippinefs^ 
*<  wbich  makes  his  fnffrage  efficacious }  fince  it  was  in  vain  to  chufe^ 
**  while  iht  election  could  be  controuled  by  any  other  power.  With 
**  what  imperious  contempt  of  ancient  rights,  and  what  audacioul^ 
<*  nels  of  arbstrary  authority  former  parliaments  have  judged  the 
'*  difputca  about  aeAtotos,  it  is  not  neceflary  t^  relate.  1  i.e  claim 
*<  of  a  candidate*  and  the  right  of  elcAors,  are  faid  fcarcely  to  haver 
*<  hwUf  crren  in  appeal auce,  referred  to  confcience ;  but  to  have  been 
**  decided  by  party*  by  paffion,  by  prejudice*  or  by  frolic.  To  have 
V  firiends  in  the  borough  was  of  Uitlenrc  to  him  whow.mted  friends 
«<  in  the  houfe }  a  pretence  was  eafily  found  to  evade  a  majority*  and 
<<-  Iho  feat  was  at  laft  his,  that  was  chofen  not  by  Ms  eI«dors*  hut  his 
**  fellow  Senators*  Thus  the  nation  was  infulted  with  a  mock  elec- 
^'  tioDi  ^nd  the  parliament  was  filled  with  fpurioos  reprefentatiycF  % 
^*  one  of  the  man  important  claims*  that  ox  a  right  to  fit  in  the  fu- 
**  preme  council  of  the  kingdom*  was  debated  ip  jeft*  and  no  man 
<*  vould  be  confident  of  fuccefe  from  the  juftice  of  his  caufe.  A  dif- 
««  puted  eieftion  is  now  tried  with  the  fame  fcrupuloufnefs  and  fo- 
«<  leronity  as  any  other  title.  The  candidate  that  has  deferved  well 
««  of  his  neighbours*  may  now  be  certain  of  enjoying  the  eflPe^  of 
""  dieir  approbation  j  and  the  ele6br  who  has  voted  honeftly  for 
^  known  merit,  may  be  certain  that  he  has  sot  voted  in  vain.**  See  r 
Tbt  PaHMt,  Johsfon's  Works. 

Meanwhile 
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CHAP.       Meanwhile  the  miniftry  received  full  in* 
J  ^^Ji^    telligence  of  the  late  tranfadions  in  America^ 
am-     and  were  preparing  ta  fubmit  to  parliament, 
^^^5^^  meafures  ot  correction  and  prevention.     The 
ischaiTct^t  petition  from  the  legiflature  of  Maflachuflet'g 
Ba;r  iw»rd   jgj^y  ^rgj^  heard  before  the  privy  council ;  Dr. 
pri^        Franklin,  as  agent  for  the  houfe  of  re prefenta- 
ciHincii.      tives,  was  examined  as  a  witnefs,  and  fully 
s^juK    avowed  his  own  flagitious  condu6l  in  obtaining 
and  publilhing  theletters  which  had  excited  fo 
jnucn  rancour.    Wedderbume,  who  attended  as 
council  for  the  governor,  delivered  an  animat- 
ed and  eloquent  oration  againil  the  condu& 
of  Franklin;  the  petition  was  declared  ground- 
FrankrmU  ^^f^  vexatious,  and  fcandalousy  and  Franklin 
deprived  ot  deprived  of  his  office  of  deputy  poft-maflcr 
**•  ******   general  for  the  colonies.* 

c  Fraokltn  bimfelf  fpeaks  oi  the  tranfaftnns  m  the  follownig 
terms  i  **  This  petition  was  beard  before  a  committef  of  the  lat^ 
**  of  the  privy-council,  where  an  iUiberai  lawyer  was  hii«d  and  per« 
<*  mttted  to  abufe  the  petitioners,'  and  their  agent,  in  the  groileft 
*«  terms  icurrility  could  invent;  and  the  lords  rfported,  that  the 
**  petition  was  groundkre,  vexatious,  and  fcandatous,  and  caku- 
<*  lated  only  for  the  feditioiis  purpofes  of  keeping  up  a  fpiritof 
<*  clamour  and  difconterit  in  the  province.  That  nothing  had  been 
*'  laid  before  them  which  did,  or  could  in  their  opinion,  in  any 
*'  manner,  or  in  any  degree,  impeach  the  honour,  integrity,  tar  cob« 
**  du6l,  of  the  governor  or  lieutennnt-govemor.**  Before  this  clir- 
cuflion  in  the  privy- council,  Franklin,  in  confequenoe  of  a  dud 
between  Mr.  Whately  a  banker,  brother  of  the  late  fecretary  to 
the  treafury,  and  Mr.  Temple,  lieutenant-governor  ofNewHamp- 
Ihire,  avovi^  himfelf  alone  to  be  the  peifon  wlio  obtained  the  lecient 
and  tranfmitted  them  to  Bofton.  See  Annual  Rejgifter,  1773,  p.  15s. 
After  the  decifion  of  ihe  privy- council,  the  effigies  oi  Wedderbume 
and  Hutchinfon  were,  by  the  populace  of  Bonon,  placed  in  a  cart, 
with  rancorous  and  fcumlous  libels,  and  after  being  expofed  fevcral 
hours,  hung  and  burned*  I  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  an  au- 
thentic minute  of  Wedderburne's  celebrated  fpeech,  of  vi^ich,  I  am 
;kfl\ired,  no  correal  outline  has  yet  been  given  to  the  public ;  but^  fcr 
the  prcfenr,  I  am  difnppointed  $  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  ig,  that 
the  eloquent  and  indignant  advocate  applied  to  Franklin  tbc  lines 
'from  Juvenal,  4 

<(  •  #  •  •  $«d  ^uo  cecidit  fub  erimine  ?  Quifiiam, 
«'  Delator  ?  Quibus  indiciis  >  Quo  tefte  probabit  ? 
"  Sil  borum  tftrboja  ei  gnrntUs  ifnfiola  *vemt. 
"  It  would  be  an  eternal  ftigma,**  'he  added,  *'  on -the  oane  of 
««  i«Vanklio>  to  caU  him  a  man  of  letters/* 

The 
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Th e  information  from  America  excited  con-  chap. 
fiderable  alaim   and  eagernefs  in  the  public,   ^^"• 
when  lord  North,  having  previouflj  intimated      1774. 
his  intentions,    fubmitted  to  parliament  the  ^"*^"^ 
papers  relative  to  the  deftruftion  of  tea.     They  hc^puw 
were  introduced  by  a  meffage  from  the  throne,  '**/"??• 
flating  that  unwarrantable  and  outrageous  pro-  ^h- 
ceedings,  obftruding  the  national  commerce,  King^« 
andfubverfiveof  the  conftrtution,  having  been  "**^**«^ 
adopted  in  North  America,  and  particularly  at 
Bofton,  the  king  thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole 
matter  before  parliament;  confiding  in  their 
zeal  for  his  authority,  and  attachment  to  the 
welfare  of   all    his  dominions,    for   effeftual 
powers  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  thofe  dif- 
orders ;  and  for  further  regulations,  and  per- 
manent provifions,  for  better  fecuring  the  exe- 
cution of  the  la^vs,  and  the  juft  dependence  of 
the  colonies  on  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain.       Loyal  and   afteftionate  ad-  "*• 
drefles  were  unanimoufly  returned. 

The  documents  prefented  to  parliament  were 
ample,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  in  num* 
ber,  confiding  of  copies  and  extrafts  of  letters 
from  the  different  magiftrates  and  officers  in 
America,  the  votes  and  refolutions  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Bofton,  and  other  interefting  com- 
munications.    Lord  North  founded  on  them  a  gjjj  ^^ 
motion  for  a  bill  to  remove  the  revenue  officers  ihutting 
from  Bofton,  and  to  difcontinue  the  landing  ^^^ 
and  (hipping  of  merchandize  at  the  town  or 
within  the  harbour. 

In  recommending  this  meafure,  the  minifter  Lord 
aflerted,  that  theprefent  diforders  were  intirely  ^^"^'*   • 
occafioned  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton :  our  ^^  ' 
commerce  could  not  be  fecure  while  it  remain- 
ed in  that  harbour,  where  the  officers  of  the 
cuftoms  had  been  tluice  prevented  from  doing 

their 
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CHAP,  their  duty ;  and  dated  the  neceffity  of  finite 
J^WJ^    fome  other  port,  where  the  laws  could  afFora- 
1774*     full  protedion.    Anticipating  an  objection  that^ 
in  a  meafure  fo  general,  fome  innocent  perfons 
would  fufFer  with  the  guilty ;  he  faid,  wl^re  tlie 
authority  of  a  town  had  been,  as  it  were,  afleep 
and  inaftive,  it  was  no  new  thing  for  the  whole 
town  to  be  fined;   he  inftanced  the  city  of 
London,   in   the  reign  of   king   Charles   II* 
when  Dr.  Lamb  was  killed  by  unknown  per-* 
fens ;  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  in  captain   For* 
teus's  affair ;  and  Glafgow,  where  tne  houfe  of 
Mr.  Campbell  was  pulled  down^  and  part  of 
the  revenue  of  that  town  was  fequeftered  for 
the  purpofe  of  indemnity,    Bofton,  he  obferved^ 
did  not  (land  in  fo  fair  a  light  as  either  of  thefe 
places,  for  it  had  been  upwards  of  feven  year^ 
m  riot  and  confufion.     He  then  detailed  the 
proceeding  with  refpeft  to  the  tea  Ihips,  and 
^      denounced  it  as  a  mod  violent  outrage,  by  pco* 
pie  who  could  not,  in  any  ihape,  claim  more 
than  the  natural  privilege  01    trading  with 
their  fellow  fubje6ls.     The  violence  of  Bofton 
had  influenced  the  reft  of  the  continent ;  Bof- 
ton was  alone  to  blame,  and  fliould  alone  bo 
the  objedof  punifliment     A  claufe  in  the  bill 
would  prevent   the  crown  from  re-eftabliflit 
ing  the  harbour,  till  full  fatisfa6lion  was  ^lade 
to  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  lofs  of  their 
tea ;  and  this,  not  as  a  tax,  but  by  requifition, 
He  ihould  be  happy  that  the  promoters  of  the 
difturbances  were  difcovered,  and  compelled 
to  make  reparation;  but  as  they  were  unknoun 
in  England,  Bofton  would,  no  doubt,  endear 
vour  to  difcover  tliem,  or  pafs  afts  of  their 
own  affembly,  to  levy  the  money  in  the  moft 
equitable  manner.     He  always  regretted  the 
lieceflity  of  puflifliment,  aad  therefore  hoped 

9  for 
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fpr  thut  unanimity,  which  would  give  flrength  CHAlv 
to  the  meafurc*     He  trailed  all  would  agree  ,^!^. 
with  him,  peers,    members,    and    merchants,  "^ji^, 
4nd  unaninioufly  animadvert  upon  fuch  parta^ 
of  America  as  denied  tlie  authority  of  this 
country.    We  mufi  puniih,  contioul,  or  yield 
to  theuL 

Some  flight  oppofition  was  made,  principally.  OppoM 
by  Mr.  DowdefwcU,  who  inquired  for  evidence  ^  ^J\ 
of  general  concurrence  in  the  inhabitants  of  ^ 
Bofton;  he  faid,  the  examples  of  punifhment 
which  had  been  mentioned  were  not  fimilar. 
to  the  prefent  c^fe;  the  obligation  on  the  coun- 
ties to  compenfate  for  loflfes  between  fun  and, 
iita,  was  an  ancient  regulation  not  enaded  for 
a  particular  purpofq ;  but  this  would  be  an  ea^ 
po/i  facto  law.  The  cafe  of  a  corporation  was 
aao  different;  they  chofe  tlieir  own  officers, 
while  the  magiftrates  of  Bofton  were  elected  by 
the  province  at  large.  Would  the  houfe  con<» 
demn  without  evidence,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
parties  ?  The  motion  was,  however,  fupported 
by  fome  oppofition  members,  and  carried  with-* 
out  a  divifion. 

Tn^  bill  was  twice  read,   and  committed  isthmd  • 
without  oppofition ;  but,  in  the  committee,  the  »«*  Mar* 
lord  mayor,  Mr.  Bull,  prefented  a  petition  from  Petition  of 
feveral  natives  of  North'  America  relident  in  AmcricMi* 
London.     They  claimed,  as  as  inviolable  rulc^ '"  ^^^^^ 
of  natural  juftice,  that  no  man  iliould  be  con<« 
demned,  without  being  called  upon  to  anfwer^ 
to  heai'  evidence,  ancT  make  a  defence.     But 
ynder  the  intended  bill,  no  individual  or  cort 
porate  body  in  America,  could  enjoy  fecurity :, 
for  ihould judgment  immediately  follow  an  ac<^ 
^ufatio%  iuppoited  even  by  perfons  notorioufly 
attCY^mity  with  them,  the  acc.ufed,  unacquaint^ 
^  with  the  charge,  a^d  from  the  nature  of 

their 
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CHAP,  their  fituation  incapable  of  defending  them* 
^ILj  ^^l^'^Sj  every  fence  would  be  pulled  down,  juf- 

*  1774*  tice  no  longer  be  their  ihield,  nor  innocence  an 
exemption  from  punifliment.  The  petitioners 
hardily  afferted  that  juftice  was  executed  by 
law  with  as  much  impartiality  in  America,  as 
in  any  other  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions ; 
diftinguiihed  between  the  cafe  of  Bofton,  and 
thofe  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  mentioned  in 
.  lord  North's  fpeech ;  and  attempted  to  fix  the 
blame  of  thetumults  on  the  governor,  who  had 
omitted  to  reftrain  them  by  means  of  the  exe- 
cutive force.  They  declared,  a  proceeding  of 
fuch  exceffive  rigour  and  injuftice  would  fmk 
deep  in  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,  and 
tend  to  alienate  their  afFeftions.  The  attach- 
ment of  America,  they  faid,  cannot  furvivc  the 
juftice  of  Great  Britam ;  and  if  the  Americans 
fee  a  new  mode  of  trial  eftabliflied  for  them, 
which  violates  the  facred  principles  of  natural 
juftice,  it  may  be  produdive  of  national  dif- 
truft,  and  extinguim  thofe  filial  feelings  of  re- 
fpeft  and  aifedlion  which  have  hitherto  attach- 
ed them  to  the  parent  ftate. 

Amend-  •  After  thcrcadingof  this  petition,  Mr.  Rofc 
Fuller  moved  an  amendment,  mitigating  the 
rigour  of  the  original  propofal  into  a  fine.  The 
Boftonians,  he  faid,  would  refufe  to  remit  money 
to  pay  their  debts:  and  numerous  confedera- 
cies would  be  created ;  the  bill  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution  without  a  military  force: 
if  a  fmall  number  of  men  were  employed,  the 
Bofton  militia  would  cut  them  to  pieces;  and  if 
a  large  number,  the  Americans  would  feduce 
them. 

Oppofed         The  propofition  of  a  fine  was  oppofed  as 

feX*  tending  to  increafe  the  difficulty,  and  lord 
North  faid,  though  he  M'as  no  enemy  to  lenient 

proceeding 
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Jifoceedings,  he  found  refolutions  of  cenfure  chap^ 
and  wamiDg  unavailing,  and  coercive  meafures  ,J[^^j 
ieceflary.  "  Now  is  the  time/'  he  faid^  "  to  *77*. 
"  perfift,  to  defy  them,  to  proceed  with  refolu- 
*'  tion,  and  without  fear*  This  bill  Aiould 
**  convince  all  America  of  our  firnmefs  and 
"  vigour ;  biit  that  conviction  would  be  loft  did 
"  they  perceive  in  our  councils,  heiitation  and 
"  doubt."  In  anfwer  to  the  fuggeftion  that 
the  Americans  would  withhold  the  payment  of 
their  debts  to  Britiih  merchants,  he  faid,  they 
tifed  fimilar  threats,  unlefs  the  ftamp  ad;  were 
repealed,  but  though  they  obtained  that  point, 
they  did  not  pay  their  debts,  and  he  believed 
their  condu&  would  be  the  ikme  on  this  occa-» 
fion.  If ,  psf^'liament  were  to  be  influenced  by 
fuch  threats,  all  remedies  would  become  nuga- 
tory, and  the  pfopofed  fine  could  be  as  effec- 
tually refifted  as  tne  operation  of  the  bill.  He 
denied  that  a  military  force  would  be  neceflary 
to  enforce  the  a6l,  as  four  or  five  frigates  would 
fufiice ;  but  were  it  neceflary,  he  Ihould  not 
hefitate  to  compel  due  fubmifliou  to  the  laws* 
'*  If  their  difohedience  to  this  a<ft,"  he  con* 
tinued,  "  is  to  produce  rebellion,  that  confe- 
**  queifce  belongs  to  them,  not  to  us;  they 
"  sdone  occafion  it  j  we  are  only  refponfible 
*'  for  the  equity  of  our  naeafures;  firmnefs, 
"  juftice,  and  refolution  alone  can  fecure 
"  obedience  and  refpeCt  to  the  laws,  and  fe- 
"  curity  to  trade-" 

The  debate  was  maintained  with  confider- 
able  ability,  and  at  much  length;  the  princi- 
pal fpeakers  in  favour  of  lord  North's  meafure, 
were  Meflrs.  Gafcoigne,  Montagu,  Stanley, 
Ward,  Jenkinfon,  and  general  Conway.  On 
the  other  fide  were  Mr.  Byn^  and  Mr.  Demp- 
fler.  The  iieceffity  of  ihewing  refentmenll  by  J^^J: 
.  VOL.  II.  H  puuilhment  jea«<i« 
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GHAP.  pufliflrment  being*,    however,    geoerally    arf-^ 
^^^    initted,  and  the  difference  arifing  only  as  to 
i774«      the  mode;  the  committee  adopted  the propofal 
originally  fuggefted,  withont  alteration, 
o^^fili^rt       Ox  the  third  reading,  Fox,  for  the  firft  time, 
•luhVtWi^  appeared  in  oppofition,  and  particularly  cen- 
wading,     fyred  the  claule  which  vefted  in  the  crowa  the 
power  of  reftoring  the  port.     It  confided  to  the 
crown  that  authority  with  which  parliament 
was  afraid   to  truft  itfelf.     The   quarrel  wb» 
with  parliament,  and  pai-liament  was  the  pro< 
per  power  to  end  it.     He  was  anfwe^ed  by  Mr* 
Phipps,  who  fliewed  the  propriety  of  continue 
ing  to  the  crown,  that  which  had  always  beev 
its  attribute,  mercy :  nor  could  the  refiosatioa 
of  the  port  be  fo  well  vefted  in  the legiflature, 
for  parliament  might  happen  not  to  be  fitting 
at  the  moment  when  the  cxercife  of  lenity  be- 
came proper. 

The  debate  afliimed,  for  a; moment,  ^  new  . 
Colour  from  the  intemperance  of  Mr.  Van^ 
who,  defcanting  on  the  flagitioufnefs  of  th^ 
offence  committed  by  the  people  of  Bofton, 
faid,  their  town  ought  to  be  knocked  about 
their  ears  and  deftroyed.  "  DeUnda  efi  Cat'- 
"  thago  r  he  exclaimed  :  *^  you  will  never  pb- 
"  tain  proper  obedience  t^  the  laws,  until  yott 
"  have  deftroyed  that  neft  of  locuftsv" 

This  exceflive  vindictivenefe  called  up 
colonel  Barre,  who  earneftly  deprecated  fucb 
language :  he  expreffed  approbation  of  the  bill^ 
though  he  feared  it  was  intended  to  in  volvethe 
fetal  doftrine  of  taxation.  "  I  have  not  a 
'^  doubt,"  he  faid,  "  but  a  very  fmall  parf  of 
^*  our  ftrength  will  at  any  time  overpower  the 
"  Americans.  I  think  this  bill  moderate ;  but 
^  laugur  that  the  next  propofition  will  be  a 
"  black  one.  You  have  not  a  loom,  nor  an  anviJ,^ 
3.  **  but 
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•*  but  what  is  ftamped  with  Amerida;  it  is  the  chap, 
"  main  prop  of  your  trade."  •  J^Sii 

The  claufes  objefled  to  were  acquiefced  in     1774^ 
iPithout  a  divifion,  and  the  fpeaker  put  the 
queftion  for  paflling  the  bill.  ' 

Mr.  Fox  then  revived  his  obje6lions,  in  or- 
der, he  faid,  to  fhew  on  the  journah  that  fome 
member  had  refifted  thofe  claufes. 

Mr.  DowDEswELL  opjpofed  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill;  cenfured  the  celerity  of 
palling  it,  which  prevented  the  tendering  of 
petitions  from  the  manufafturers,  whofe  in- 
terefts  it  would  affeft ;  blamed  the  feledion  of 
Bofton  for  fignal  vengeance,  when  many  other- 
places  had  been  equally  culpable,  and  con- 
fidered  the  meafure  more  likely  to  injure  the 
merchants  of  England,  than  the  delinquents  in 
America. 

Burke  derided  the  notion  of  a  local  re- 
iMedy  for  a  general  diforder.  One  town  in 
profcription,  the  reft  in  rebellion,  can  never  be* 
a  remedial  meafure  for  general  difturbance. 
*^  Have  you  confidered,"  he  faid,  '*  whether  you 
^  have  troops  and  fhips  fufficient  to  enforce  an 
"  uni  verfal  profcrfption  to  the  trade  of  the  whole 
"  continent  of  America  ?  If  you  have  not,  the 
**  attempt  is  childifli,  and  the  operation  fruit- 
"  lefs.*'  He  blamed  Hutchinfon  for  not  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  the  military, 
who,  it  appeared  from  the  papers  on  the  table, 
could  have  quelled  the  riot,  though  not  vdth- 
out  killing  many  innocent  people :  the  fault  of 
the  governor  ought  not  to  be  the  means  of 
punifhment  on  the  innocent  Univerfal  dif- 
content  prevailed  throughout  America,  he  faid, 
from  an  internal  bad  government.  He  wiflied 
to  fee  a  new  plan  of  legiflation  in  that  country,  * 
not  founded  on  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  Great 

H  2  Britain^ 
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CHAP.    Britain^  but  on  the  vital  principles  of  Engliilr 

»77*.  Burke  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper, 
who  exprefled  furprize  and  forrow  at  hearing, 
him  upbraid  government  for  not  ufing  military 
force.  "  It  has  been  faid,"  he  continued, 
"  that  the  Americans  cannot  be  heard  in  their 
"  OM^n  defence  before  this  meafure  takes  eifeft. 
"  Look  at  the  papers  on  the  table,  where  you 
"'  fee  the  refoUitions  of  their  public  meetings, 
*^  ordered  to  be  tranfinitted  for  our  informa- 
"  tion."  After  fuch  a  defiance,  could  they  be 
exf>efted  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  defend 
themfelves  by  thofe  laws  Arhich  they  exprefsly 
refufed  to  obey  ?  He  compared  the  mode  of 

Euniflmient  to  the  black  sih,  where  the  whole 
und»redy  although  not  prefent,  is  fined  for  the 
mifcondu6l  of  individuals.  The  bill  was  fram-' 
ed  for  the  prote6lion  of  trade ;  it  was  a  mild 
meafure,  and  if  oppofed  in  America,  the  refult 
would  make  the  punifhment. 

Alderman  Sawbridge  alfo  oppOfed  the 
bill,  and  governor  Johnftone  predided  that  it 
would  occafion  a  general  confederacy  to  refift 
tlie  power  of  Great  Britain:  it  would  be  no 
more  prejudicial  and  abfurd  to  prevent  the  in- 
habitants of  Middlcfex  from  fowing  corn,  thair 
to  hinder  the  town  of  Bofton,  from  reaping 
profit  from  their  trade  and  merchandize. 

Lord  North  ably  vindicated  his  meafures^ 
as  being  founded  in  jullice,  and  the  moft  eligi- 
ble under  all  circumftances ;  he  oppofed  the 
ftiggeft ion  that  a  foreign  enemy  would  take  ad- 
vantage  of  our  conteft  with  the  colonies,  by 
declaring  the  time  of  peace  to  be  the  only  period 
for  regulation,  and  the  prefent  time  the  xrifis 
.  when  the  difpute  ought  to  be  decided.. 
BiU  ^likd.      The  bill  pajfed  without  a  divifion^ 
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In  the  houfe  of  lords  it  was  afti vely  oppofed  chap. 
by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  who  prefcntcd  a  peti-    J^^ 
tion  from  the  natives  of  Apierica  refident  in      1774. 
London,  fimilar  to  that  fubmittcd  to  the  houfe  S^g^Se 
of  commons.  ©fiords. 

Lords  Mansfidd,  Gower,  Lyttleton,  Wey- 
mouth, and  Suffolk  fupported  the  bill,  which 
was  oppofed  by  the  dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Mancneftej,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  and 
lords  Camden,  Shelburne,  and  Stair.  It  pafled  30th  Mar. 
the  houfe  in  five  days,  and  no  pjoteft  was  en-  ****  p*^- 
tercd  on  the  journals/ 

On  introducing  the   Bofton  port  bill,  lord  Bill  for re^ 
North  faid  it  was  not  the  only  meafure  he  in-  St^'"™- 
tended  to  propofe ;  otlicr  parts  of  more  nice  mcnt  of 
difquifition  would  ftiU  r.cmain  for  future  con-  ^^^^ga^^^^^ 
iideratiou.    Accoirdingly^  while  the  Bofton  port  aSih  Mar. 
bill  was  yet  depending  in  the  lords,  he  laid  be- 
fore the  lower  houfe,  in  a  committee,  .the  plan 
of  a  law,  "  For  better  regulating  the  govern- 
*'  ment  of  Maflachuffet's  Bay  " 

He  faid,  the  papers  would  render  indifput-  Lord 
able  the  want  of  an  executive  power  in  that  f^'^^^ 
country,   and   the  neceflity  of  itrengthening  ^^ 
the  magiftracy ;  the  force  of  the  civil  power 
confifted  in  the  pojfe  comitatuSy  and  confider- 
ing  that  poiTe  as  the  very  people  who  had  con  -    ^ 
mitted  all  the  riots,  the  prefer vation  of  tie 

*  See  Hiftory  of  Lord  North's  Adminiftf^tion,  p.  136.  Soon 
after  the  addrefs  was  voted  on  the  prefentation  of  the  papers,  Mr. 
Bollan,  agent  for  the  ccuncii  of  MaiTachuflef  s  Bay,  prefeutcd  to  the 
boafe  of  commons  a  petition,  which  was  reciived,  ana  orucred  to  lie 
upon  the  table.  During  the  progrefs  ot  tlx  bill,  he  tendered  another 
petition,  in  the  fame  character,  but  the  houfe  refufed  to  admit  it,  aU 
iegine,  that  the  agent  of  the  council  alone  was  not  competent  to  ap- 
jxrar  for  the  whole  corporation.  This  refufal  was  warmly  cenfuretl,  at 
creating  an  inconiifiency  hetveen  the  proceedings  of  the  two  houfes^ 
and  between  two  proceedings  of  tlie  fame  houfe,  and  it  was  faid,  a<« 
funilar  reafons  would  apply  againft  all  the  American  agents,  th^ 
Jkouiewjould' thus  cut  off  sdl  communication  between  themi'clv^s  and 
^e  coleniits  whom  their  afls  oiofl  imme«1  lately  aliened. 

H  ^  peace 
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CHAP,  peace  could  not  be  expe6led  from  them.  The 
,^^^^  conftitutional  power  appeared  totally  defeAivc. 
1774-  If  the  detftocracy  fliewed  contempt  of  the 
laws,,  the  governor  had  no  authority  to  appoint 
a  magiftrate  willing  to  enforce  them,  nor  tp 
remove  one  who  would  not  aft;  that  powxr 
was  vefted  in  the  council,  whofe  dependence 
was  on  the  democratic  part  of  the  coniiitution. 
If  the  governor  publiflied  a  proclamation,  thpre 
was  hardly  found  a  magiftrate  to  obey  it ;  nor 
could  he  iflue  any  order,  without  the  confent 
of  feven  of  the  council ;  government  was  in  fo 
forlorn  a  fituation,  that  no  governor  could  en- 
force obedience ;  nor,  with  mch  a  want  of  civil 
authority,  could  it  be  fuppofed^hat  the  military, 
however  numerous,  could  be  ferviceable.  To 
remedy  thefe  evils,  the  minifter  propofed  that 
the  governor  fliould  a6l  as  a  juftice  of  peace, 
with  power  to  appoint  civil  officers,  fuch  as 
iheriffs,  and  provoft-marflial,  (the  chief-jullice, 
and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  excepted),  re- 
moveable  only  by  the  king,  under  his  fign 
manual,  and  upon  good  reprefentations  made 
in  England.  The  irregular  alfemblies,  or  town- 
*  meetings  held  in  Bofion,  were  no  longer  to  be 
convened  without  the  confent  of  the  governor, 
unlefs  for  the  annual  eledlion  of  certain  officers, 
whom  it  is  their  province  to  choofe,  and  the  no- 
mination of  juries'  required  regulation.  The 
minifter  profeffed  himfelf  open  to  difcufiion, 
and  inclined  to  reform  his  opinions  where  er* 
roneous;  he  conceived  fome  immediate  and 
permanent  remedy  neceffary,  and  fubmitted 
the  bill  as  tending  to  purge  the  conftitution  of 
Maifachuflet's  Bay  of  all  its  crudities,  and  give 
ftrength  and  fpirit  to  the  civil  magiftracy^  and 
executive  power. 
After  a  few  unimportant  obfetvations,  and 

an 
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Ah  explanation  from  lord  North,  informing  the  chap. 
hbufe,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  was  intended  to  J^^ 
aflfeft  the  legiflative  power  of  either  the  council     »r7** 
er  affembly,  lord  George  Gennaine  exprefled  a  Lord 
wifli  that  the  minifter  had  made  his  fcheme  Gcorgt 
more  extenfive.     He  approved  the  aboh'tion  of  ^' •. 
iown-meetmgs,  and  declared  it  higlily  improper  fiiggcf- 
for  men  of  a  mercantile  call  to  alfemble  daily,  *'**"•• 
for  the  puTpofe  of  debating  on  political  matters ; 
they  fliould  follow  their  occupations  as  mer- 
chants, and  not  confider  themfelves  as  minifters 
of  the  country.  He  recommended  that  the  coun- 
cil of  Maffachuffet's  Bay  lliould  be  put  in  the 
feme  ftate  with  thofe  of  other  colonies:   the 
formation  of  juries  he  particularly  expofed,  as^ 
deplete  with  abfurdities;  the  grand  juries  were 
ehofen  for  life,  with  a  yearly  lalary.   The  petty 
juries  were  elefted  annually  from  each  town; 
thus  offenders  againft  government  were  enabled 
to  enfure  immunity,  at  the  expence  of  law  an^l 
juftice.  Thefe  juries,  he  faid,  were  totally  differ- 
ent from  thofe  of  England,  and  required  great 
regulation.      He  wifhed  the  council  of  IVlaffa* 
chuffet's  Bay  to  be  rendered  fimilar  to  the  houfe 
©f  lords ;  and  ad vifed  the  adoption  of  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem  as  would  obviate  the  neceffity  of  aflerting 
the  rights  of  parliament  by  words,  while  the 
colonies  denied  their  authority,  and  prevented 
the  execution  of  their  laws. 

Lord  'North  complimented  lord  George 
Germaine's  pro}X)fitions  as  the  offspring  of  a 
great  mind,  and  promifed  to  refervc  them  for 
the  confideration  of  abilities  fuperior  to  his 
own ;  the  charter,  he  faid,  ought  not  to  form 
mi  obftacle  to  ijbe  regulation  of  thofe  defefts 
jai  the  coloifial  conftitution  which  prevented 
tlie  reftoration  <Jf  tranquillity. 

^ME  o|)pofition  was  made  by  Mr.  Fhipps, 
u  4  '         an<j| 
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CHAP,  and  by  Pownall,  who  minutely  inveftigatedtbe 
J^j^  conftitution  of  Maflachuffet's  Bay,  where  he 
»77+.  had  been  governor;  and  affirmed  the  Americana 
to  be  a  confcientious,  good,  religious,  peacea-r 
ble  people;  not  lefs  refpedable  than  any  his 
majefty's  dominions  could  produce. 
jsthApriU  After  the  Eafter  recefs,  the  miniiler  pre- 
Sfi^bUJ*  ^"  ^^^^^^  l^is  bill  to  the  houfe,  confiderably  altered 
from  the  original  outline:  the  nomination  of 
the  council  was  vefted  in  the  crown;  they  were 
to  have  no  negative  voice,  nor  were  the  lieute-^ 
nant-governor  and  fecretary  to  be  members, 
xinlcfs  appointed  by  the  king.  The  general 
fun6tions  of  the  council  remained  alinolt  unal- 
tered, except  in  the  nomination  of  judicial  offi«» 
cers.  The  mode  of  choofing  juries  was  reformed 
according  to  lord  George  Germaine's  fuggef» 
tion ;  but  lord  North  acknowledged  this  to  be 
a  regulation  of  peculiar  delicacy,  which,  if  the 
houfe  required  it,  he  would  make  the  fubje6l  of 
a  feparate  law. 

The  principal  oppofition  at  die  introduAion 
of  the  bill,  was  made  by  Mr.  Dowdefwell,  who 
faid  it  was  calculated  to  deftroy  the  charter  of 
MaflTachuflTet's  Bay.  The  Americans  had  la^ 
boured  with  unwearied  induftry,  and  flouriflied 
for  near  fourfcore  years,,  under  that  democrat 
tic  charter;  tliev  had  increafed  their  pofleffions, 
and  improved  tfieir  lands,  to  an  unexpe6ied  de-i 
gree ;  and  England  had  reaped  the  benefit  of 
their  labour:  yet  it  was  intended  to  abrogate 
that  very  charter  which  had  fo  long  fubiifled 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  England  and  America^ 
"  The  charter,"  he  faid,  "  breathes  a  fpirit  of 
**  liberty,  fuperior  to  any  thing  either  of  the 
^*  former  or  prefent  times.  It  was  granted  in 
^'  k'mir  William's  days,  and  is  more  adapted  to 
f'  ^e  iyif\\  of  SL  free  people,  t^iaa  any  that  can 

\"  ^ofObly 
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^  poflibly  be  framed  by  aminifter  in  thefe  times."  c  h  af. 
Applying  the  metaphor  fo  frequently  ufed  of  a  J^^j 
parent  and  child,  he  compared  the  condu6l  of     »77fi 
the  mother-country  to  thofe  perverfe  and  fple-^ 
netic  exertions  ot  authority  in  parents,    by 
which  evil  difpofitions  in  their  offspring  arc 
fermented,  and  lading  animofities  implanted  ia 
the  bofoms  of  both. 

GovEENOR  PowNALL  dcfcribcd  feveral 
points  of  American  polity,  which  appeared  to  be 
mifunderftood,  or  mifreprefented.  The  council 
were  eleded  by  the  legiflature,  and  not  by  the 
people  at  large;  the  lelect  men  were  (imilar  to 
the  aldermen  in  Englilli  corporations.  Great 
inconvenience  would  arife  from  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  town-meeting3  where  all  municipal  bu^^ 
linefs  was  tranfatted,  till  the  governor's  confent 
could  be  obtained,  as  the  towns  were,  in  many 
places,  three  hundred  miles  diftant  from  the 
capital. 

During  the  progrefs  of  tliis,  and  another 
aft,  the  oppdfition  increafed  in  ftrength  and  re- 
folution.  Onthefecond  reading,  a  llrenuous  ^idApnl. 
debate  took  place:  Sir  George  Savile  warmly 
deprecated  the  privation  of  charters,  without 
hearing  the  parties,  or  going  through  a  legal 
courfe  of  evidence. 

He  was  anfwered  by  Welbore  Ellis,  who  con- 
iidered  chartered  rights  by  no  means  fo  facred 
as  never  to  be  altered ;  the  prerogative  of  grant- 
ing them,  veiled  in  the  crown  for  the  good  of 
the  people;  if  the  legiflature  found  charters,  fo 
granted,  repugnant  to  public  utility,  they  had 
a  right  to  make  them  fit  and  convenient.  The 
)egi{]ature  would  not  take  away  private  pro- 
perty without  a  full  recompence;  but  in  public 
regulation,  they  were  entitled  tp  correft,  con- 
(fol,  or  deprive,  as  might  belj;  fuit  the  public 

welfare. 
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CHAP,  welfare.  With  refpeA  to  evidence,  he  ddemedi 
3cxn.  the  papers  on  the  table  amply  fufficient,  as  they 
«?*•  proved  the  governor's  application  to  the  coun<- 
oil  for  advice,  their  negledl;  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  to  the  council  for  protection,  their 
contumacious  adjournment  for  ten  days,  white 
the  governor  was  unable  to  a^  without  their 
opinion,  and  finally  their  refolution,  declaring 
the  total  infufficiency  of  their  power.  This  was 
evidence  competent  to  ground  the  bill,  which 
had  no  further  obje6i  than  to  remedy  two  de- 
fefts  ftated  by  themfelves:  a  form  of  govern- 
ment incapable  of  proteding  property  ought 
to  be  altered. 

Geneeal   Conway  obfcrved,  the  papers 

.     proved  nothing,  unlefs  the  allegations  of  the 

parties  inculpated  were  heard.    The  Americans 

nad  only  a6led  as  every  fubjed  would  a6t  in  an 

arbitrary  ftate,  where  laws  were  impofed  againft 

'  their  will;  he  predided  certain  misfortune,  and 

Erobable  rtiin,  from  the  meafure  before  the 
oufe. 
LoRP  North  (hewed  the  abfurdity  of  poft- 
poning  the  afliftance  to  be  expeded  by  the 
iiibje6tv  for  a  whole  tvi^elvemonth,  in  expedta^ 
tion  of  hearing  at  the  bar,  men,  who  having 
difclaimed  all  obedience  to  government,  would 
moft  probably  not  appear.  "  The  Americans," 
he  faid,  "  have  tarred  and  feathered  your  fub* 
*'  jefts,  plundered  your  merchants,  burnt  your 
^^  ihips,  denied  all  obedience  to  your  laws  and 
*'  authority;  yet  fo  clement,  aiid  fo  long  for* 
*'  bearing  has  been  our  conduft,  that  it  is  in* 
'*  cumbent  on  us  now  to  take  a  different  courfe, 
**  Whatever  may  be  the  confequence,  we  muft 
*^  rifk  fomething;  if  we  do  not,  all  is  over." 
Mr.  Jenkinron,  on  the fub jeO: of  charteftd 
rights,  declared,  that  where  the  rights  was^  ^ 

high 
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high- political  regulation,  parliament  was  not  CHiiP. 
bound  to  hear  the  parties,  out  only  where  pri-   J^^^ 
vate  property  was  concerned.    Long-continued     it;** 
oppofitioa  to  authority,  refufal  of  prote6iion  to 
his  majefty's  fubjefts,  and  difobedience  of  the 
laws  had  rendered  it  neceffary,  either  to  forfake  " 
the  trade  with  America,  or  to  afford  it  due  pro- 
tedion. 

Governor  Pownali^  declaring  that  he 
fpoke  for  the  laft  time  on  the  fubjecl,  uttered  « 
moft  extraordinary  predidion.  He  faid,.  "  The 
n^eafure  you  are  purfuing  tvill  be  rejijied, 
not  bjfforce^  or  the  effeS  qfarms^  but  a  re- 
gular  united  f^em.  I  told  this  houfe  four 
years  ago,  that  the  people  of  Ameiica  would 
refifl  the  tax,  then  permitted  to  remam  on, 
them — ^that  they  would  not  oppofe  power  to 
power,  kut  they  would  become  implaca- 
ble. Have  they  not  been  fo  from  that  time 
to  this  very  hour?  /  tell  you  nowy  that  they 
mil  rejyi  the  meafares  now  purfuedj  in  a 
more  vigorous  way.  The  committees  of  eor^ 
refpondence  in  the  different  provinces  are  in 
conjiant  communication — they  do  not  truji 
in  the  conveyance  of  the  poji-office — they 
have  fet  up  a  conjiitutional  courier,  which 
will  Joon  grow  up  to  the  fuperfeding  of  your 
pQji'Office.  As  foon  as  intelligence^  of  theje 
affairs  reaches  them,  they  will  judge  it  necef- 
fary to  communicate  with  each  other.  It 
will  be  found  inconvenient  and  ineffeQual  fo 
to  do  by  letters — they  muji  confer.  They 
will  hold  a  conference — and  to  what  thejt 
committees,  thus  met  in  congrefs,  will  grow 
upj  I  will  not  fay.  Should  recourfe  be  had 
to  arms,  you  will  hear  of  other  officers  than 
thofe  appointed  by  your  governor.  Then, 
as  in  the  late  civil  wars  of  this  country,  it 

''  wiJl 
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CHAP.  ^'  will  be  of  little  confequence  to  difpute  who 
XXII.  "  were  the  affCTeiTors  —  that  will  be  merely 
1774.     "  matter  of  opmion. 

After  fome  converfation  on  the  right  of 
taxing  America,  Sir  Richard  Sutton  clofed  the 
debate,  by  infifting  that  in  the  mod  guiet  times, 
the  difpofition  to  oppofe  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try was  ftrongly  ingrafted  in  the  Americans, 
and  all  their  actions  conveyed  a  fpirit  and  willi 
for  independence.  "  If  you  a(k  an  Ameri- 
"  can,"  he  faid,  *^  M^ho  is  his  mailer  ?  he  will 
"  tell  you,  he  has  none,  nor  any  governor,  but 
*'  Jefus  Chrift."  The  oppofition  to  the  legif- 
lature  of  this  country,  is  a  determined  pre- 
pofleflion  of  the  idea  of  total  independence. 
0dM»jp  On  the  third  reading,  the  debate  was  no  lefs 
ftrenuoufly  maintained.  Dunning  took  a  long 
and  critical  review  of  the  proceedings  from 
the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  compared  the 
people  of  Maffachuffet's  Bay  to  prifoners  who 
had  furrendered  at  difcretion,  and  denied  that 
any  proof  was  adduced,  or  even  alleged  on  the 
face  of  the  bill,  which  could  juftify  the  inculr 
pation  of  treafon,  or  warrant  the  intended  fe^ 
verity.  "  If  there  isti^afon,"  he  faid,  "  there 
*'  are  traitors ;  let  them  be  difcovered,  and 
"  brought  to  condign  punilhment."  He  en- 
tered into  a  long  difcufliou  to  prove  the  char- 
ter of  Maffachuffet's  Bay  not  more  defefiive 
than  thofe  of  other  colonies,  and  deprecated 
the  meafure  before  the  houfe,  as  tending  to 
difunite  the  affedions  of  the  American  fub- 
je6ls  from  this  country;  and,  inftead'  of  pro- 
moting peace,  order,  and  obedience,  to  pro- 
duce nothing  but  clamour,  difcontent,  and  re- 
bellion. 

The  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America  was 
ably  vindicated  by|Sir  William  Meredith ;  and 
Mr-  Stanley  viewed  hiftorically  the  rife  of  Ame- 
rican 
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riean  government,  and  fliewed  how  tliofe  er-   CHAr. 
roneous  opinions  of  independence  had  origi-    ^^^ 
Bated,  which  now  claimed  the  cotFeftion  of  go-     ifjk* 
vernment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend,  thongh  an  op- 
poiition  member,  fupported  the  bill  in  an  ho- 
nourable and  manly  fpeech.  He  declared  he 
iliould  confider  himfelf  the  loweft  wretch  on 
earth  if  he  fuffered  party  prejudices  to  fmother 
private  opinion.  Though  averfe  to  meddle 
with  charters,  he  thought  the  inconvenience* 
arifing  from  the  town-meetings,  juftified  an 
amendment.  The  juries  were  properly  altered^ 
according  to  the  conftitutionrof  this  country* 

Colonel  Barre  ftrongly  reprobated  the 
violence  in  both  houfes :  in  the  lords  the  phrafe 
was,  fVe  havepajed  the. Rubicon  ;  in  the  com- 
mons, Delenda  eji  Carthago.  He  defcanted  on. 
the  flourifliing  ftate  of  French  finances,  and 
argued  that  during  oar  conteft  with  the  colo- 
nies it  was'impoflible  that  France  fliould  ab«- 
ftain  from  interfering. 

Fox  denied  the  right  to  tax  Amerrca,  con- 
fidered  the  bill  as  one  of  pains  and  penalties^ 
and  recommended  that  the  colonies  fliould  be 
governed  by  management,  rather  than  by 
lorce. 

.  Thurlow,  the  attorney-general,  declared^ 
while  the  fovereignty  remained  in  this  coun- 
try, the  right  of  taxings  was  never  furren- 
dered.  The  charter  of  Maffachuffet's  Bay  was 
a  matter  of  mere  legiflative  power;  and  no 
ppwer  was  given  to  control  tlie  right  of  tax- 
ation by  Great  Britain. 

Burke  deprecated  meafures  offeverity,  and 
recommended  a  repeal  of  the  tax  on  tea  as  the 
means  of  reftoring  peace  and  quietnefs ;  but  al- 
though the  Americans   could  not  refill  tl)e 

force 
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CHA?.  force  of  Great  Britain,  a  great  black-booki 
xxy*     and  a  great  many  red- coats,  could  not  gorem ; 
S774«     they  would  make  diilurbancesr  never  to  be 
quieted. 

Lord  Nokth  fett-catftically  deprecating  a  re- 
ference to  natural  rights^  denied  that  the 
bill  deftroyed  any  crcil  rights  \  no  military  go-* 
vemment  wan  eftabliihed;  but  the  civil  go- 
vernment was  altered.  The  meafure  M'as  adopt- 
ed as  the  beft  at  prefent ;  he  did  not  fay  it 
"Would  fncceed,  but  hoped  for  good  confe- 
qnences ;  if  Mafiadhuffet's  Bay  v^ag  to  be  go-' 
vemed  by  management,  no  other  meafure  ap- 
peared fo  feafible ;  and  the  return  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  their  duty  would  re-animate  the  kind- 
ncfs  of  the  mother-country. 

After  a  few  remarks*  fioni  Sir  George*  Ssl-' 
vile,  the  bill  paffed,' 
Oppafition      ix  was  vdiemently  oppofed  in  the  upper 
^fcof     boufe,  but  the  debates  are  not  preferred.^      A 
lords.  .      proteft  in  feven  aiticles  was  figned  by  eleven 
Frou^^*  peers,*  and  fuppofed  to  contain  all  the  argu- 
ments of  the  minority.     Many  of  its  pofitiona 
are  mere  recapitulations  of  arguments  already 
noticed  in  the  other  houfe,  on  the  forms  of  in- 
culpation, the  right  of  defence,  and  thelacred- 
nefs  of  charters.     The  precipitation  in  pafTmg 
the  bill  was  cenfuredj  becaufe  if  the  numerous 
land  and  marine  forces  employed,  could  not 

•  «39  againft  64. 

'  The  impolicy  of  not  fuiFering  debates  to  be  publiihed  is  ftron^ 
evident  in  this  inftancc.  The  proteft  on  the  journals,  and  an  alJe 
pamphlet,  by  Dr.  Shipley,  bifhop  of  Sr.  Afaph,  called^''  a  Speech  in^ 
tended  to  have  been  fpoken/'  convey  all  the  argumenU  which  could 
be  urged  again  ft  the  ineafures  of  gorernment,  and  both  appear  with 
ap  atr  of  authority,  while  the  miniftry  left  their  proceedings  to  be 
defended  only  by  the  ordinary  means  of  the  prefs}  and  their  fboceft 
in  the  houfe  was  converted  into  an  argument  of  the  impolicy  of  their 
meafures. 

'%  The  divifiont)&  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  was  91  to  ao. 

maintain 
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ttsuntain  Order  in  the  province  till  their  char*  chap,^ 
ter  could  be  legally  tried,  no  regulation  in  that  J^^* 
bill,  or  in  any  other,  coold  be  eife6tual ;  and  the  <774« 
mere  celerity  of  a  decifion  againft  the  chaiter 
would  not  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people 
to.that  form  of  government  which  wa»  to  be 
eftabliihed  on  its  ruins^  The  mode  of  appoint* 
ing  the  council,  and  nominating  the  judges  and 
iberiffa,  was  obje6ted  to  as  means  ot  tyranny, 
injuftice,  and  oppreffion.  The  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  the  fubjed  were  fubjeAcd  to  the  go- 
vetnorand  council,  without  control;  and  th« 
iuvaUiable  right  of  trial  by  jury  turned  into  a 
faare  for  the  people,  who  had  hitherto  looked 
upon  it  as  their  main  fecurity  againft  the  licen-' 
tioufnefs  of  power.  Finally,  the  bill  was  de- 
dared  to  |)e  intended  for  the  (upport  of  an  un- 
adviled  fyflem  of  taxing  the  colonies,  in  a  man- 
n^  new  and  nnfuitable  to  their  fituation  and 
conftitutional  circumftances.  The  free  grantd 
of  the  American  alfemblies  would  be  far  morer 
beneficial,  far  more  eafily  obtained,  lefs-oppref^ 
five,  and  more  hkely  to  be  lading,  than  any  re- 
venue to  be  acquired  by  parliamentary  taxiesy 
accompanied  by  a  total  alienation  of  the  aftec-* 
tions  of  thofe  who  were  to  pay  them.  The 
contradi6lions  in  conduct  which  had  arifen 
fince  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft,  and  the  many 
weak,  injudicious^  and  precipitate  fteps,  ac- 
companying that  condud,  were  alleged  to 
have  kept  up  a  jealoufy  which  was  fubfidingy 
revived  dangerous  queftions,  and  gradually 
eftraoged  the  afFedions  of  the  colonies  from 
the  mother-country,  without  any  object  of  ad- 
vantage to  either.  To  render  the  colonic*  ' 
permanently  advantageous,  they  muft  bq  fatif- 
fied  with  their  condition,  and  that  fatisfu6tion 
Qoixid  only  be  reftored  by  recurring  to  the  wifa 

and 
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CHAP,  and  falutary  principles  on  which  the  ilampa^ 
^  ^}\    was  repealed. 

1774.  While  this  bill  was  pending^  lord  North 
isthAprii.  introduced  another,  "  For  the  impartial  ad- 
Slp^ai  "  miniftration  of  juftice,  in  the  cafes  of  per* 
adminif.     "  fods  qucftioued  for  any  afts  done  in  execu» 

2J^^^  "  *^^"  ^^  ^^^  1^^'^^  ^^  ^^^  *he  fuppreffion  of 
"  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province  of  Mal&« 
"  chuflet's  Bay."  By  this  law  it  was  declared, 
if  any  perfon  were  indifted  in  that  province  for 
murder,  or  any  other  capital  offence^  and  it 
iliould  q)pear  to  the  governor,  by  information 
on  oath,  that  the  fa6l  was  Committed  in  the 
exefcife  or  aid  of  magiftracy,  in  fupprefling 
tumults  and  riots,  and  that  a  fair  trial  could 
not  be  had  in  the  province,  he  fhould  fend  the 
perfon  fo  indi6led  to  any  other  colony,  or  ta 
Great  Britain,  for  trial.  The  charges  on  both 
fides  to  be  borne  out  of  the  cuftoms  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  a6i;  to  continue  in  force  four 
years. 
Ofpofition  As  the  bill  for  regulating  the  government, 
Jnddcbatcs  3jjj  ^j^^^  f^^,  ^^^  adminiftration  of  juftice  in 

iioafe  of     Maflachuffet's  Bay  were  before  the  houfe  at  the 
commons,  f^mc  time,  the  arguments  of  a  general  nature 
frequently  applied  to  both,  and  the  oppofition 
wajs  uniformly  conduced. 

On  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill, 
lord  North  expreffed  his  hope  that  it  would 
efFe6lually  fecure  the  province  from  future  dif- 
turbances.     He  then  detailed  the  principal  re-* 

fulations,  and  propofed  it  as  the  laft  meafure  to 
e  taken  by  parliament,  after  which  vigilance 
and  firmnefs  in  his  majefty's  fervants  would, 
alone  be  required. 

Colonel  Barre,  with  relu6lance,  refifted 
a  meafure  in  its  infancy,  before  its  features- 
were  well  formed,  but  blamed  himfelf  for  his 

previouj^ 
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j^Vevious  moderation.  He  fupported  the  Bof-  CHAP. 
ton  Port  bill,  though  in  many  rcfpcfts  cruel,  ,J^)ljf 
unwarrantable,  and  unjuft;  it  was  a  bad*Avay  of  1774- 
tloing  riglit,  yet  right  was  its  objeft,  and  he 
would  not,  by  opjiofing  it,  feem  to  countenance 
the  violence  which  had  been  committed.  But 
this  pvopofition  M'as  fo  glaring;  fo  unprece- 
dented in  parliamentary  proceedings;  lb  un- 
waiTanted  by  any  delay,  denial^  or  perverfion 
of  juftice  in  America;  fo  big  with  mifery  and 
oppreffion  to  that  country,  and  with  danger  to 
this,  that  he  was  alarmed  and  roufed  to  oppofi- 
tion.  It  was  propofed  to  ftigmatize  a  whole 
people  as  pcrfecutors  of  innocence,  and  incapa- 
ble of  juftice;  vet  no  fmo'le  fad;  was  or  could 
be  produced  to  ground  that  nnputation :  the 
i.nftances  of  captain  Prefton  and  Mr.  Otis,  were 
decidedly  adverfe  to  the  propofition.  Our  go- 
vernment, on  the  contraiy,  had  been,  for  many 
years,  a  feries  of  irritating  and  oifenfive  mea- 
fures,  without  policy,  principle,  or  moderation^ 
"  Have  not  your  troops  and  yourfliips,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  made  a  vain  and  infulting  parade  in 
"  their  Itreets  and  in  their  harbours?  You  have 
**  ftudiouflv  ftimulated  difcontent  into  difafFec- 
^  tion,  ancl  you  arc  now  goading  that  difafFec- 
"  tion  into  i-ebellion.  Can  you  expeft  to  be 
"  well  informed,  when  you  liften  only  to  parti- 
**  zans?  Can  youcxpeft  to  do  juftice,  when  you 
"  will  not  hear  the  accufed?"  He  then  examin- 
ed, as  precedents,  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  aft  in  1745 — -the  fubjefting  fmugglers 
to  trial  in  Middlefex,  and  the  Scotch  rebels  in 
England,  and  proved  them  all  incompetent  to 
fupport  the  meafure.  Proceeding  to  invefti- 
gate  the  military  charafter,  the  colonel  de- 
clared the  bill  a  prelude  to  infolence  and  out- 
rage, and  that  every  paiTion  pernicious  to  fo- 
voL.  II,  X  ciety 
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C  H  A.P.  tiety  would  be  let  loofe  upon  a  people  unaccui^ 
^j^  toniecl  to  licentioufnefs  and  intemperance.  "  I 
'  177^  "  have  been  bred  a  foldier,"  he  obferved,  '*  have 
"  ferved  long,  refpe6l  tlie  proteflion,  and 
*^  live  in  the  ftrideft  habits  of  friendlhip  with 
"  many  officers:  but  no  country  gentleman  in 
."  the  houfe  looks  on  the  army  with  a  more 
"  jealous  eye,  or  would  more  ftrenuoufly  refill 
"  the  fetting  them  above  the  controul  of  civil 
"  power.  No  man  is  to  be  trufted  in  fuch  a 
."  fituation.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  foldier, 
"  but  the  vice  of  human  nature,  M'hicli,  un- 
**  bridled  by  law,  becomes  infoleut  and  licen- 
"  tious,  wantonly  violates  the  peace  of  fociety, 
"  and  tramples  upon  the  rights  of  human 
"  kind."  He  implored  the  houfe  not  to  pur- 
fue  meafures  tending  to  exafperate  the  Ameri- 
cians,  "  Alienate  your  colonies,"  he  faid,  "  and 
"  you  will  fubvert  tlie  foundation  of  your 
'*  riches  and  ftrength.  Let  the  banners  of  re- 
"  hellion  be  once  fpread  in  America,  and  you 
^*  are  an  undone  people.  You  are  urging  this 
"  defperate,  tliis  deftruciive  iffue.  You  are  urg- 
**  ing  it  with  fuch  violence,  and  by  meafures 
"  tending  fo  manifelUy  to  that  fatal  point,  that, 
*'  (but  that  a  ftate  of  madnefs  only  could  in- 
^*  fpire  fuch  an  intention,)  it  would  appear  to 
*'  be  your  deliberate  purpofe.  You  are  becom- 
''ing  the  aggreffors,  and  offering  tlie  laft  of 
"  human  outrages  to  the  people  of  America, 
"  by  fubje6ling  them,  in  eft5e<9:,  to  militai^y  exe- 
^  cution.  I  know  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  your 
**  difciplined  troops  over  the  provincials;  but 
"  beware  how  you  fupply  the  want  of  difci- 
"  pline  by  defperation.  They  may  be  flattered 
. "  into  any  thing,  but  they  are  too  much  like 
^*  yourfelves  to  be  driven.  Have  fome  indul- 
"  gcuce  for  your  Qwn  likenefs;   rcfpeft  that 

'*  fturdy 
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^  fturdy  Etiglifli  virtue;   retraft  your  odious  chap. 
'*  exertions  of  authority,  and  remember  that    ^^JJ^ 
**  the  firft  ftep  towards  making  them  contri-     1774% 
"  bute  to  your  wants,  is  to  reconciie  them  to 
^^  your  government." 

Wedderburne  explained,  and  defended 
the  principles  of  the  propofed  bill,  which -wis 
only  intended,  during  a  limited  time,  to  pro- 
cure that  which  every  one  muft  defire,  a  fair 
trial  for  imputed  crime. 

On  its  introdudion,  alderman  Sawbridge,  in  nftApril, 
a  vehement  fpeech,  declared,  he  fliould  think 
himfelf  highly  unworthy  a  feat  in  parliament, 
if  he  fuiFered  fo  pernicious  a  bill  to  pafs  in  any 
ilage,  without  his  hearty  negative.  He  termed 
the  meafure  ridiculous  and  cruel,  and  denied 
that  witnefles  againft  the  crown  could  ever  be 
obtained  from  America.  "  I  plainly  forefee," 
he  faid,  "  the  dangerous  confequences  of  this 
"  aB,;  it  is  meant  to  enflave  the  Americans; 
**  and  the  fame  minifter  would,  if  he  had  an 
"  opportunity,  enflave  England;  it  is  his  aim, 
"  and  what  he  wiflies  to  do ;  but  I  (incerely 
"  hope  the  Americans  will  not  admit  of  the 
**  execution  of  thefe  deftru6tive  bills,  but  nobly 
"  refufe  them;  if  they  do  not,  they  are  the 
"  moil  abje6i  flaves  that  ever  the  earth  pro- 
"  duced,  and  nothing  the  minifter  can  do  is 
*'  bafe  enough  for  them." 

To  this  vulgar  ribaldry,  lord  North  replied 
with  great  moderation ;  he  wiflied  to  have  the 
meafure  thoroughly  difcuffed,  and  if  bad,  re- 
jefted.  He  d  ifclaimed  every  in  tentiDn  of  enflav- 
ing  America,  and  declared  the  alTertion  to  be  no 
better  founded  in  truth  than  another,  import- 
ing, that  the  Americans  had  feen  their  error, 
and  were  willing  to  make  reparation  to  the 
Eaift-India  company.    So  far  were  they  from 

I  %  fuch 
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CHAP,  fuch  fentiments,  that  letters  recently  received 
y]^^    brought  accounts  of  renewed  afts  of  violence. 

>774-         On  the  third  readinjr,  the  debate  was  not 
6ih  May.    j^^g  ^j.  intercfting,  anil  the  bill  paffed  by  a 

great  majority^. 
In  the  In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  oppofition  was 

SS  ""^  fimiiar  to  that  on  the  former  aft.  On  the  third 
reading,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  detailed 
at  confiderable  lengthy  his  objeSions.  He  re- 
viewed the  tranfaftions,  relative  to  America, 
from  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a6l  during  his 
own  adminillration ;  and  while  he  laboured  to 
fhew  the  propriety  of  that  meafure,  ftigmatized 
the  tea-duty  as  an  uncommercial,  unproduc- 
tive, pepper-corn  claim,  retained  only  for  the 
fake  of  contention.  He  particularly  objeGed 
to  the  bill  in  queftion,  that  if  officers  were 
men  of  fenfibility  and  honour,  their  fituation 
would  be  woife  under  the  proteftion  of  fuch  a 
law  than  without  it,  as  no  acquittal  could  be 
honourable  where  the  profecutor  had  not  4he 
ufual  means  of  fecuring  a  fair  trial. 
,  frotttt.  The  bill  paffed  by  a  great  majority  j'  but  a 

proteft,  figncd  by  eight  peers,  and  containing 
very  forcible  ftatements,  was  entered  on  the 
journals. 
xSthMay.  The  proteftmg  lords  faid,  that  after  the  va- 
•riety  of  provifions  made  in  the  fcffion,  for  new 
modelling  the  whole  polity  and  judicature  of 
the  province,  this  bill  was  an  humiliating  con- 
feffion  of  the  ^Veaknefs  and  inefficacy  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  parliament.  By  fuppofing  that- 
it  may  be  impradicable  to  obtain  a  fair  trial 

*  127  t«  34^ 

'  43  to  iz.  .The  partial  puMication  of  debates  preekidet  the  pet- 
iibility  of  eftimatiog^  the  arguments  of  the  peers,  who  fuppoited  ad* 
miniftration.  The  principal  fpeakers  on  that  fide  were  the  cbaoccDoTy 
rad  the  (ar)s  iff  Dcnbighyv  tnd  Suidwiefa. 
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for  perfons  aft ing under  government,  thehoufe  chap. 
was  made  virtually  to  acknowledge  the  Britifli    ^S^Hj, 
government  univerfally  odious  to  the  province,     >77t* 
By  fuppofmg  the  cafe,  that  fuch  a  trial  may  be 
equally  imprafticable  in  every  other  province 
of  America;  parliament,  in  effeft,  admits  that 
its  authority  is,  or  probably  may,  become  hate^ 
ful  to  all  the  colonies.     The  bill  was  defcribed 
as  one  of  the  many  experiments  towards  an  in* 
troduftion  of  elTential  innovations  into  the  go<>^ 
vernment  of  the  empire;  and  the  proteft  con* 
eluded,  by  declaring  it  a  virtual  indemnity 
for  murder,  and  recapitulating  the  arguments 
againfl  the  difficulty  and  hardfliip  of  fending 
parties  and  witneffes  fofar  for  juftice. 

The  natives  of  America,  refident  in  London,  ad  May* 
again  attempted  to  intereft  the  legiflature  by  a  ^ecoo^jie* 
petition;  but  if  the  temper  of  the  colony  had  theAm^u 
pot  been  exprefled  in  a  manner  fufficifntly  for-  |^*  "^ 
cible,  to  juftify  the  proceedings  of  adminiftra-         "'^ 
iion,  the  terms  in  which  this  extravagant  re«- 
monftrance  was  conceived,   would  liave  con-^ 
vinced  the  impaitial,  that  the  fpirit  of  oppofi- 
Ition,  and  contempt  of  government,  by  which 
the  coloniils  were  actuated,  required  vigorous 
repreffion,  or  that  the  claim  of  the  mother-? 
country  was  reduced  to  a  mere  verbal  preten- 
iion. 

These  petitioners  deprecated  the  two  bills, 
as  fatal  to  the  rights,  liberties,  and  peace  of 
Aaierica;  complained  of  the  Boiion  Portal,  as 
a  violation  of  the  firft  principles  of  juftice,  and . 
the  law  of  the  land^  ^  it  puniihed  without 
hearing  the  accufed.  After  defcanting  on  the 
violation  of  cliarters,  and  the  propofed  mode  of 
appointing  and  removing  judges,  they  added, 
they  perceived  a  fyftem  of  judicial  tyranny  de- 
Ijbef ately  impofed  on  them,  which  from  bittef 

13  expedience 
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CHAP,  experience  of  its  intolerable  injuries,  had  been 
viS^    aboliflied  in  Great  Britain.     The  bill  for  more 
1/74.     impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  decried 
as  an  immunity  for  murder,  of  which  the  fol- 
diery,  already  taught  by  the  incendiary  arts  of 
wicked  men,  to  regard  the  people  as  clefer\''ing 
of  every  fpecies  of  violence  and  abufe,  would 
not  hefitate  to  avail  themfelves.     The  infults 
and  injuries  of  a  lawlefs  foldiery,  they  faid,  were 
fuch  as  no  free  people  could  long  endure;  and 
they  apprehended,  in  the  confequences  of  this 
bill,  the  horrid  outrages  of  military  oppreffion, 
followed  by  the  defolation  of  civil  commotions, 
.  while  the  difpenfing  power  given  to  the  go- 
vernor, advanced  as  he  already  was  above  the 
law,  and  not  liable  to  impeachment  from  the 
people  he  might  opprefs,  muft  copftitute  him 
an  abfolute  tyrant.     They  boafted  of  the  loy- 
.  alty  of  the  colony,  and  throwing  all  the  blame 
of  the  late  difturbances  on  the  governor,  boldly 
averred,  that  among  a  people  hitherto  remark- 
able for  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and  affeftion  for 
Great  Britain,    no   hiftory    could  fliew,    nor 
would  human  nature  admit  of,  an  inftanoc  of 
general  difcontent,  but  from  a  general  fenfe  of 
oppreffion.     They  wijhed  they  could  perceive 
any  difference  between  the  mod  abjeft  flavery 
and  an  entire  fubje6lion  to  a  legiflature,  in  the 
conftitution  of  which  they  had  not  a  iingle 
voice,  nor  the  lead  influence,  and  in  which 
no  one  was  prefent  on  their  behalf.     They 
ftrenuoufly  urged  the  principle  of  taxation  bv 
confent  alone,  affimilated  themfelves  to  Ireland, 
and  declared  the  bills  would  reduce  their  coun* 
trymen  to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  being  to- 
tally enfjaved,  or  cqmpelled  into  a  conteft  the 
molt  fhockihg  and  unnatural,  with  a  parqiit- 
ftate,  which  had  ever  been  the  objeS  of  t\it\i 
^  '  '"' '  '      .  veneratiou 


GEORGE    III.  119 

veneration  and  love.  They  concluded  M-ith  chaF. 
thele  words,  no  lefs  remarkable  for  hypo-  ^^^}\ 
criiV  than  for  refoliite  contumacy:  In  adif-  1774.. 
treft  of*  mind  which  cannot  be  defcribed,  the 
petitioners  conjure  the  houfe  not  to  convert 
that  eeal  and  affeftion  which  have  hitherto 
united  every  American  hand  and  heart  m  the 
interefts  of  England,  into  paiTions  the  moft 
painful  and  pernicious;  moft  earneftly  they 
befeech  the  houfe  not  to  attempt  reducing  them 
to  a  ftate  of  flavery,  which  the  Englifli  princi- 
ples of  liberty  they  inherit  from  their  mother- 
country,  will  render  worfe  than  death;  and 
therefore  pray  that  the  houfe  will  not,  by  paf- 
fingthefe  bills,  overwhelm  them  with  affli£);ion, 
and  reduce  their  countrymen  to  the  moft  abje£fc 
ftate  of  mifery  and  humiliation,  or  drive  them 
to  the  laft  refources  of  defpair. 

Thf.  notion  that  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  ijth  April 
tea  would  tranquilize  oppofition,  and  fupprefs  ^J^Z^' 
every  difagreement  between  the  colonies  and  of  the  duty 
the  parent-ftate,  induced  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  an  ^^^ 
old  member  of  parliament,   and,  in  general,  a 
fupporter  of  the  minifter,  to  move  for  a  com- 
mittee, intended  to  produce  that  meafure;  and 
he  introduced  his  propofition  with  great  mo- 
deration. 

He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Pennant,  and  an 
a&imated  debate  enfued.  The  fupporters  of 
Mr.  Fuller's  motion  argued  chiefly  the  impor- 
tance of  retaining  the  friendfliip  of  America,  ^ 
the  trivial  amount  of  the  tea  duty,  the  impro-» 
priety  of  founding  a  claim  to  real  taxation  on 
mere  imaginary,  or  virtual  reprefentation,  and 
the  hoftile  appearance  which  the  legiilature 
muft  aifume  by  rejeeiing  the  motion.  Thefe 
topics  were  principally  enforced  by  captain 
Phipps,  Mr.  Stephen  Fox,  Mr.  Charles  Fox, 
Mr.  Frederick  Montague,  and  colonel  Barre. 

M  P» 
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CHAP.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended  that  tk& 
^J^^  amount  of  the  tea  duty  was  not  unimportant; 
'  177^  the  Americans  would  not  be  fatisfied  with  the 
repeal  of  the  tax,  but  their  views  extended  to 
an  emancipation  from  aU  controul ;  this  was 
proved  by  referring  to  the  conduct  of  the  le- 
giflature  of  Maflachuffets  Bay,  long  diftin-j 
guiflied  for  it5  rebellious  tendency,  and  the 
combination^,  and  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
people.  It  was  alfo  argued  that  the  repea^ 
Would  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  weaknefs, 
tather  than  a  conciliatory  tendernels.  It  wasi 
even  remonftrated  that  a  want  of  unanimity  ui 
rejecting  this  queftion  would  be  proiiufctive  of 
dangerous  confequcnces,  by  aiibrding  coun- 
tenance to  refiftance ;  and  firmxiefs  3^nd  refolu- 
tion  were  recomi^iended  as  the  only  ^leans  of 
refloring  peace.  The  fpeakers  on  this  fide  were 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Cornwall,  lord  Beauchamp,  Mr. 
Buller,  the  folicitor-general,  and  lord  North- 
Buike*8  Some  refle6lions  in  the  debate  on  the  repeal 

SS-"^  of  the  ilamp  ad,  produced  from  Burke  one  of 
the  moll  brilliant  fpecimens  of  fenatorial  elo- 
quence, which  tlie  records  of  any  age  or  coun- 
tiy  can  Voaft.  He  contended,  that  from  the 
period  of  repealing  the  (lamp  acl,  the  praftical 
right  of  taxing  America  ought  to  have  vanifli- 
ed  from  the  ^ninds  of  ftatefmen,  and  decried 
the  abfurdity  of  continuing  a  tax  merely  for 
the  fajce  of  a  preamble  to  an  a6l  of  parliament, 
when  five  fixths  of  the  revenue  intended  to  be 
raifed  were  abandoned.  He  read  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  lord  Hilliborough,  when  fi^ciretary  of  ftate 
for  America,  upon  which  he  grounded  an  in- 
ference of  an  abfolute  promife  that  taxation 
would  not  be  again  attempted.  He  iaid,  that 
from  the  pafling  of  the  navigation  ad,  till  the 
year  1761,  trade,  and  not  taxation,  being  the 

pbje^ 
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0bje£l  of  England,  no  attempt  had  been  made  crab, 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America*  The  firft  glim-  ^  ^^^ 
merings  of  the  new  cplony-fyftem  dawned  un-  '  ^ 
der  Mr.  Grenville.  Burke  then  depided  in 
animated  terms,  and  with  confidcrable  force 
and  difcrimination,  the  talents,  politics,  and 
meafures  of  that  niinifter,  Purfuing  his  hiftory 
pf  the  ftamp  aft,  its  repeal,  and  the  fubfequent 
proceedings,  he  delineated,  in  a  iimilar  manner^ 
t;he  marquis  of  Rockingham,  lord  Chatham^ 
and  his  motley  adminiilration,  and  Charles 
Townfhend,  under  whofe  aufpices  the  exifting 
American  revenue  ajft  was  palfed.  By  the  fub- 
fequent repeal  of  the  whole  feries  of  taxes,  ex- 
cepting that  on  tea,  the  revenue  was  nearly 
annihilated,  and  nothing  remained  worth  a 
conteft,  unlefs  it  were  the  preamble  of  the  aft 
which  declared  it  was  ejcfKdUnt  to  raife  a  re^ 
tenue  in  America. '  lie  recommended  the  re- 
peal of  the  tax  as  a  meafure  of  policy,  and  ad- 
Vifed  th^  houfe,  if  they  afterwards  apprehended 
iU  effefts  from  conceffion,  to  flop  fliort,  decline 
reafoning,  and  opjwfe  the  ancient  policy  and 
pra&ice  of  the  empire,  as  a  rampart  againil  in- 
novators on  both  fides,  and  thus  they  would 
jland  oil  gre<it,  manly,  and  fure  ground.  '^  I 
"  am  not  going,'-  he  faid,  "  into  the  diflinc- 
"  tions  of  rigl^ts,  nor  attempting  to  mark  their 
**  boundaries.  I  do  not  enter  into  thofe  me- 
^'  taphyiical  diflin6liQns;  I  hate  the  very  found 
"  of  them.  Leave  the  Americans  as  they  an- 
"  ciently  flood,  and  thefe  diflindions,  born  of 
"  our  unhappy  contefl,  will  die  along  with  it 
"  They,  and  we,  and  their  and  our  anceflors, 
*'  have  been  happy  under  that  fyftem.  Let 
"  tlic  memory  of  all  aftions,  in  contradiclion 
f  *  to  that  good  old  mode,  on  both  fides,  be  ex- 
f^  iinguilhed  for  ever,      fie  content  to  bind 

"  America, 
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CHAP.  "  America  by  laws  of  trade  ;  you  have  alwayg 
XXII.  «  done  it  Let  this  be  your  reafon  for  binding 
377+.  "  their  trade.  Do  not  burtlien  them  by  taxes; 
"  you  were  not  ufed  to  do  fo  from  the  begin- 
"  ning.  Let  this  be  your  reafon  for  not  tax- 
"  ing.  •  Thefe  are  the  arguments  of  ftates  and 
"  kingdoms ;  leave  the  reft  to  the  fchools  ;  for 
"  there  only  they  may  be  difculfed  with  fafe- 
*'  ty/'  If  this  advice  were  rejected,  he  augured, 
as  a.  certain  confequencc,  refiftance:  if  the 
fovereignty  of  England,  and  the  freedom  of 
America  could  not  be  reconciled,  the  Ameri- 
cans would  caft  off  fovereignty,  for  no  man 
would  be  argued  into  (lavery. 

In  reconciling  his  prefent  opinion  to  the 
declaratory  ^&,  Burke  appears  to  have  been 
embarrafled ;  he  attempted  a  diftindion  fome- 
what  too  fubtle  to  form  a  bafis  of  adion  in  go- 
vernment. '^  The  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
"  tain,"  he  faid,  "  fits  at  the  head  of  her  ex- 
"  tenfive  empire  in  two  capacities*:  one  as  the 
"  local  legiflature  of  this  ifland,  providing  for 
"  all  things  at  home,  immediately,  and  by  no 
"  other  inftrument  than  the  executive  power. 
"  The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobler  capacity, 
*^  is  what  1  call  her  imperial  character;  in 
"  which,  as  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  fhe 
"  fuperintends  all  the  feveral  inferior  legifla- 
"  tures,  and  guides  and  controuls  them  al! 
*•  without  annihilating  any.  As  all  thefe  pro- 
"  vincial  legiflatures,  are  only  co-ordinate  ta 
"  each  other,  they  ought  all  to  be  fubordinate 
"  to  her.  It  is  neceflary  to  coerce  the  negli- 
**.  gent,  to  reft  rain  the  violent,  and  to  aid  "the 
"  weak  and  deficient,  by  the  ovef-raling  pleni- 
"  tude  of  her  power.  She  is  never  to  intrude 
"  into  the  place  of  the  others,  whilft  they  are 
"  equal  to  the  common  ends  of  their  inftitu- 

"  tion. 
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**  tion.  But  in  order  to  enable  parliament  to  CHAf. 
*^  anArer  all  thcfe  ends,  of  provident  and  bencr  vJSil; 
"  ficent  fuperintendence,  her  powers  muft  be  »774if 
"*  boundlefs-  Gentlemen  who  think  the  powers 
"  of  parliament  limited,  may  pleafe  thcmfelves 
"  to  talk  of  requifitions.  But  fuppofe  the  re- 
"  quifitions  are  not  obeyed?  What!  Shall  there 
"  be  no  referred  power  in  the  empire  to  fupply 
"  a  deficiency  which  may  weaken,  divide,  and 
"  diflipate  the  whole  ?  We  are  engaged  in  war ; 
"  the  fecretary  of  ftate  calls  upon  the  colonies 
"  to  contribute;  fome  would  do  it,  I  think 
*^  moft  would  cheerfully  furnifh  whatever  is 
•*  demanded ;  one  or  two,  fuppofe,  hang  back, 
"  and  eafing  thcmfelves,  let  the  ftrefs  of  the 
"  draft  lie  on  the  others ;  furely  it  is  proper 
**  that  fome  authority  might  legally  fay,  Tax 
"  yourfelves  for  the  common  lupply,  orpar^- 
^*  liament  will  do  it  for  you.  This  backward-  . 
*'  nefs,  as  I  am  told,  was  aftually  the  cafe  of 
**  Pennfylvania  for  fome  fliort  time,  towards 
"  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  owing  to  fome 
**  internal  diffentions,  But^  whether  the  faft 
"  were  fo  or  otherwife,  the  cafe  is  equally  to 
"  be  provided  for  by  a  competent  fovereign 
**  power.  But,  then  this  ought  to  be  no  or* 
*'  dinary  power ;  not  ever  uled  in  the  firft  in- 
"  ftance.  This  is  what  1  meant,  when  I  have 
*'  faid  at  various  times,  that  I  confider  the 
"  power  of  taxing  in  parliament  as  an  inftru- 
"  ment  of  empire,  and  not  as  a  means  of  fup- 
"  ply-"  He  recommended  lenity,  and  that 
policy,  not  rancour,  Ihould  be  the  rule  of  con-  ^ 

du6t.  "  Let  us  aft,"  he  faid,  "  like  men,  let 
"  us  aft  like  ftatefmen ;  let  us  hold  fome  fort  of 
5^  confiftent  conduft.  It  is  agreed  that  a  re- 
"  venue  is  not  to  be  had  in  America.  IfM^e 
"  lofe  the  profit,  let  us  get  rid  of  the  odium." 

By 
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By  this  fpeech,  which  was  aftenvards  polN- 
liHied,  the  orator  acquired  great  applauie,  and 
his  party  an  important  benefit.  The  f\  ftem 
recommended  was  fpecious,  and  calculated  to 
captivate  by  a  mixture  of  moderation  and  re^ 
foUition ;  it  unfolded  many  wife  principles  of 
policy,  while  every  gratification  was  afforded 
to  the  fancy,  by  playful  and  elegant  {allies 
of  imagination,  exprefled  in  the  happieft  lan- 
guage, and  ijluftrated  by  images  iiTcfiftably 
pleafant ;  but  the  advice  it  contained  was  in- 
admiffible:  the  time,  the  unrepented  aggrellion 
of  tlie  Americans,  the  acknowledged  neceflity 
of  puniflunent,  and  the  propriety  of  reftraining 
the  exertions  of  difloyalty,  forbad  the  adoption 
of  a  fyftem  which,  iixftead  of  difcouraging,  ap- 
peared tQ  proffer  a  premium  for  oppofition  to 
the  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain. 
Motion  re-  TwE  motion  was  rejefted,"  and  Mr.  Rofe 
ieftttU  Tuller,.  afterwards,  in  oppofing  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  government  of  Maifachufiet's 
Bayy  faicT,  "  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of 
•*  the  whole  plan.  You  will  commence  your 
*'  ruin  from  this  day.  I  am  fprry  to  fay, 
*^  that  not  only  the  houfe  has  fallen  into 
V  this  error,  but  the  people  approve  of  the 
"  meafure.  The  people  are  mifled ;  butaifliort 
"  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of  this  bill. 
"  If  ever  th^re  M^as  a  nation  running  headlong 
"  to  ruin,  it  is  this." 
»7thM3y.  TiiE  ranks  of  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of 
Lord  Chat-  lords  wcrc  rcinforccd  by  lord  Chatham,  who, 
f ^cTch  on  ^^*^^  entirely  abfentjn^  himfelf  from  parlia- 
Ameii«n  mcntary  attendance  durnig  the  two  lall  feflions, 
affairs.  made  his  appearance  on  the  third  reading  of  a 
bill   for  quartering  tioops  in    America,  and 

^  iZt,  to  49. 


o  e  o  R  G  E  nt.  us 

rated,  at  large,  his  opinions  on  the  proceedings  chap. 
relative  to  that  country.  viSL*» 

He  began  by  obferving,  that  a  tranfient  view  jjr^ 
of  the  motives  which  induced  the  anceftors  of 
the  Americans  to  quit  their  native  land,  and 
encounter  the  difficulties  of  unexplored  re- 
gions in  the  weftern  world,  would  remove  all 
impreffions  of  aftoniihment  at  the  condud  of 
their  defcendants.  There  was  no  comer  of 
the  globe  into  which  men  of  their  fre«  and  en- 
tei-pri^ing  fpirit  would  not  fly  with  alacrity, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  flaviih  and  tyranni- 
cal principles,  which  prevailed  at' that  period 
in  their  native  country ;  and  fliall  we  wonder 
if  the  progeny  of  fuch  illuftrious  chara6lerd 
fpurn,  with  contempt,  the  hand  of  unconftitu- 
tional  power;  that  would  fnatch  from  them 
fuch  dear  bought  privileges  as  they  now  con- 
tend for?  Had  the  colonies  been  planted  by  any 
other  kingdom  than  our  own,  the  inhabitants 
would  have  carried  with  them  the  chains  of 
(lavery,  and  fpirit  of  defpotifm ;  but  as  they  are, 
they  ought  to  be  remembered  as  great  inftance* 
to  inftruft  the  world,  what  exertions  mankind 
will  naturally  make  when  left  to  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  their  own  powers.  He  blamed,  in  un- 
qualified terms,  the  conduft  of  the  Americans 
in  fome  inftances,  particularly  the  riots  in  Bof- 
ton  i  but  the  meafures  purfued  to  bring  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  were  aftonifliing  from 
their  diametrical  oppoiition  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  found  policy.  In  proof  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  Americans  for  the  repeal  of 
the  (lamp  aft,  and  their  fincere  loyalty  at  that 
period,  lord  Chatham  read  an  extrad  of  a  let- 
ter from  governor  Bernard,  and  he  inferred, 
that  the  fame  temper  would  have  continued 
but  for  the  fruitUls  endeavours;^  fubfequ^itly 

made. 
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CHAP,  made,  to  tax  them  without  their  confetit.  Froih 
•tj?^  the  complexion  of  the  proceedings,  he  thought 
*774-  admihiftration  had  pnrpofely  irritated  them 
into  thofe  violent  afts,  for  which  they  fo  fevere- 
ly  fmarted,  purpofely  to  be  revenged  for  the  vic- 
tory they  gained  by  the  repeal  of  tlie  (lamp  aft ; 
a  meafure  in  which  the  miniftry  feemingly  ac- 
quiefced,  but,  at  the  bottom,  were  its  real  ene- 
mies. What  could  induce  them  to  drefs  tax- 
ation, that  father  of  American  fedition,  in  the 
jobes  of  an  Eaft  India  direftor,  but  to  break  in- 
upon  the  peace  and  harmony,  fo  happily  fub- 
fifting?  He  advifed  the  adoption  of  a  more- 
lenient  plan  in  the  government  of  America, 
as  the  day  was  not  far  diftant  when  America 
jnight  vie  with  thefe  kingdoms,  not  only  in 
arms,  but  in  arts.  The  principal  towns  in 
America  were  learned  and  polite,  underftood 
the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  and  coufequent- 
ly  would  have  a  watchful  eye  over  their  liber- 
ties, to  prevent  encroachment  on  their  here- 
ditary rights.  In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  he 
read  an  extraft  from  tne  pamphlet  of  an  Ame- 
rican author,  denying  the  right  of  the  motlier- 
country  to  tax  the  colonies.  Affirming  this  to 
be  his  own  opinion,  which  he  would  carry  with 
,him  to  the  grave,  he  recommended  the  fubfii- 
tution  of  kindnefs  for  rigour.  "  Inftead  of 
"  adding  to  their  miferies,"  he  faid,  "  adopt 
"  fome  lenient  meafures,  which  may  lure  them 
"  to  their  duty ;  aft  like  an  affeftionate  parent 
"  towards  a  beloved  child ;  and,  inftead  of 
"  thofe  harfli  and  fevere  proceedings,  pafs  an 
"  amnefty  on  all  their  youthful  errors ;  clafp 
"  them  once  more  in  your  arms,  and,  I  will 
"  venture  'to  affirm,  you  will  find  them  chil- 
"  dren  worthy  of  their  fire.  But  fhould  their 
"  turbulence  exift  after  proffered  terms  of  for- 

"  givcnefs. 
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''  gjvenefe,  I  m\\  be  among  the  foreihoft  to  chap. 

"  promote  fuch  meafures  as  will  effedliially  pre-     ^x^^- 

"  vent  a  future  relaple,   and  make  them  feel     i774- 

"  what  it  is  to  provoke  a  fond  and  forgiving 

"  parent !    A  parent,  whofe  welfare  has  ever 

**  been  my  greatell  and   moft  pleafing  con- 

"  folation.      This  declaration  may  feem  un- 

"  neceliaiy ;  but  I  will  venture  to  declare,  the 

"  period  is  not  far  diftant,  when  ilie  will  wan^ 

"  the  afliftance  of  her  moft  diftant  friends:  but 

"  ihould  the  all-difpo(ing  hand  of  Providence 

"  prevent  mc  from  affording  her  my  poor  affifi- 

"  ance,  my  prayers  Ihall  be  ever  for  her  wel- 

'*  fare—  Length  of  days  be  in  her  right  hand, 

"  and  in  her  left  riches  and  honour ;  may  her 

"  ways  be  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her 

"  paths  be  peace  I" 

One  more  law  relative  to  America,  was  in-  Bill  for  the 
troduced  during  this  feffion>  and  occafioned  ^^ 
ftrenuous  debates.  Since  the  ceifion  of  Ca-  Canada. 
nada,  that  extenfive  fovereignty  had  been  go- 
verned entirely  by  royal  proclamations;  no 
parliamentary  fyftem  was  eftabli/bed ;  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  land  were  not  fan<5tioned  by  ex- 
plicit confent,  or  meliorated  by  a  more  perfe^ 
form  of  jurifprudence.  Yet  the  fubjeO;  had 
not  lain  dormant ;  the  government  of  Canada 
was  often  deliberated  in  council ;  but  the  diffi- 
culty and  danger  of  deciding  on  abftrad  prin- 
ciples of  government,  and  the  inftabihty  of  ad- 
mmiftrations,  liad  hitherto  prevented  an  effec- 
tual progreis.  At.  length,  in  1771,  the  king, 
by  an  order  in  council,  direfcbed  the  reports 
and  papers  relative  to  the  laws  and  courts  of 
judicature,  and  the  defeats  in  the  mode  of  go- 
vernment of  Quebec,  to  be  referred  to  the  ad- 
vocate, attorney,  and  folici  tor-general,  to  pre- 
pare a  geaeral  .plan  of  civil  and  criminal  law; 

and 
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CHAP,  iand  they  were  fubfequently  dire3ed  to  make 
y^Jil^  feparatc  reports  to  the  king  in  council.  Every 
i7t4*  fpecies  of  infonnalion  was  refolted  to,  and  dili- 
gently compared,  and  appltedvin  the  fdrmatioti 
of  thefe  reports,  on  the  bafis  of  which  a  bill  wa« 
framed,  "  For  making  more  effeftual  |)l'oviiiun 
"  for  the  government  of  that  province/* 

It  paifed,  without  material  oppofitioii,  through 
the  upper  iioufe,  where  it  was  firft  introduced; 
but  in  the  houfe  of  commons  the  refiftance  was 
more  ftrenuous  than  had  been  made  to  any 
meafure  during  the  whole  fefliorti 
Vicwbf  The  firft  objeft  of  the  bill  was  to  define  the 
^  ^»i^  boundaries  of  Canada,  which  were  enlarged  to 
po!>d*?nd  an  unexpected  extent,  including  all  the  lands 
defended,  in  America  not  fubjeft  to  any  previous  grant, 
or  comprized  in  any  charter.  The  limits  thus 
extended,  ftretchecl  from  Chaleue  bay,  along 
the  fouthern  coaft  of  St.  Lawrence,  almoft  to 
Crown  Point;  they  were  alfo  carried  over  the 
whole  interior  country,  which  lay  behind  the 
New  England  provinces,  together  with  thofeof 
New  York  and  Pennfylvania,  to  the  borders  of 
Ohio.  The  boundary  line  then  proceeded  weft- 
A^^ard,  tlirough  ten  degrees  of  longitude,  to  the 
eaftern  banks  of  the  Miffiffippi,  whence  it  ex* 
tended  northward,  to  the  fouthern  boundary  of 
|he  lands  granted  to  the  lludfon's  Bay  com- 
pany, being  from  about  the  fortieth  to  the  fif* 
tieth  degree  of  latitude. 

The  government  of  this  domain,  which  ap* 
peared  from  evidence  to  be  inhabited  by  about 
three  hundred  and  fixty  Englilli,  and  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  French  fettkrs,  was 
yodelled  with  ftri6l  attention,  to  tlie  habits^ 
prejudices,  manners,  and  convenience  of  the 
people.  Abftrad  theory-,  as  well  as  national 
*<  piedileftioDi 
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})redileflion,  wonM  have  pointed  out'rtie  Enj^-^  CHAyi 
i(h  conftitiition,  both  in .  church  aiid  ftate,  as  J^^^ 
the  heft  model  for  the  government  of  Canada:  if 7^ 
But  no  wife  ftatefman ;  no  conqueror,  nnlefs  a 
Inere  predatory  tyrant,  would  attempt  the  rafli 
experiment  of  forcing  on  a  whole  people,  ^ 
fchcmeof  govetnment,  fortned  at  a  diftancefrom 
their  abode,  and  arranged  without  a  pretence  of 
confulting  their  wants,  their  grievances,  theit 
means  of  informatir^n,  cht  their  views  of  happi^ 
nefs.  Thefyftem  of  mutual  reprefentation,  mu; 
tnal  reliance,  and  mutual  refponfibility,  which 
forms  the  bafia  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and 
is  admirably  adapttd  to  the  genius,  the  man-* 
ners,  and  the  commercial  and  political,  rela- 
tions of  the  nation,  would,  if  applied  to  a  peo; 
pie  living  widely  fcattered  in  a  thinl^f  inha^ 
bitcd  country,  aud  educated  in  habitual  predi- 
leftion  for  another  mode  of  government;  have 
been  a  curfe  inflead  of  a  beriefit,  a  bad^e  of 
ilavery  inflead  of  a  buckler  of  defence.,  Yet  there 
were  points  of  elfential  importance  in  thef  l3ri- 
tifh  conftitution,  which  a  due  regard  to  the  rea\ 
happinefs  of  the  governed,  would  not  jullif;^ 
the  governors  in  omitting.  . 

Th  e  Canada  or  Quebec  bill,  therefore,"^rant^ 
ed  the  free  exercife  of  the  religion  o^the  cTiurci 
of  Rome,  fubyeft  to  the  king's  fupfemacy,  4nA 
the  clergy  were  permitted  to  oil  joy  their  pro-* 
perty,  and  receive  the  accuftomed  duerfrom 
perfons  profeffing  that  peifuafion ;  with  a  pro- 
vifo,  that  the  king  fhould  not  be  difabfed  frorii 
making  fuch  proviOon  as  he  iKould  think  fit 
for  the  proteftant  clergy* 

All  property  was  to  be  held,  arid  all  contrlo- 
Verfies  relative  to  it  among  Canadian^,  wcrfc 
to  be  decided,  by  the  exifting  laws  of  Canadii, 
and  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury :  a  pro- 
ve l.  11.  K  vifg 
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CHAP,  vifo  was  made  for  freeing  eftatesfrom  feudal 
^^  entails,  and  excepting  from  the  rule,  all  lands 
I774*     granted  by  the  king* 

Th£  crimiiial  law  of  England  was  inftituted^ 
with  trial  by  jury. 

A  LEGISLATIVE  body  was  confiituted,  con- 
fiding of  perfoiis  refident  in  the  province,  in 
number  not  lefs  than  feventcen,  nor  more  than 
twenty-three,  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  his 
majefiy  in  council.  They  were  to  make  ordi* 
nances  for  the  government  of  the  province,  but 
not  to  impofe  taxes ;  and  their  edifts  were  to  be 
confidercd  as  abfolutely  repealed,  if  difapproved 
by  the  king  in  council.  The  Icgiflature  was 
alfo  refiraiiied  from  ena<5}ing  fevere  penalties  for 
religious  offences,  and  from  meeting  at  undue 
feafons  of  the  year,  and  without  fuilicient  no- 
tices. 

FiliALLV,  the  king  .was  empowered  toereft 
any  courts,  criminal,  civil,  or  ccclefiaftical,  by 
letter^  patent  under  the  great  fcal. 
sCth  May       TiiE  chief  general  objections  to  the  bill  were 
to  nth      derived  from  its  tendency  to  eftabliih  a  def- 
Op^fi*      potic  government,  contrary  lo  the  royal  pro*' 
tion.     '     damation  in  l/Gs,  and  the  indecency  of  urg- 
ing a  bufinefs  of  fo  much  importance,  at  a  late 
period  of  the  feffion,  when  many  oF  tlie  mem^ 
bcrs  had  retired  into  the  country. 

The  feveral  claufes  were  oppofecl  on  their  re- 
fpcciivc  merits.  That  which  Ijxcd  the  limits  of 
the  -province  was  cenfured  on  tt^o  grounds, 
firi>,  if  in  any  future  war,  Canada  fliould  be  re* 
ftored  to  the  French,  they  would,  by  the  expli* 
cit  avowal  of  the  Britiih  parliament,  poiTefs  an 
undoubted  claim  to  a  territory,  more  ^xnplc 
than  they  had  ceded  at  the  laft  peace;  fccond- 
ly,  if  wc  were  to  retain  the  province,  the  enor- 
mous addition  operated  nis  a  gricvajice  on  the 

inhabilauLs 


C£OtlO£    Itt  .  131 

inhabitants  of  the  planted  and  chartered  colo*  ch  ap« 
nies.     If,  in  order  to  live  on  what  they  had  J^^i^ 
ever  efteemed  their  direcl  property,  they  croffed     «774^ 
an  imaginary  line,  they  round  themfel  ves  fud- 
denly  deprived  of  all  their  own  charters,  and 
all  the  common  privileges  of  Engliflimen,  and 
fubjefted  to  an  arbitrary  fyftem  of  French  go^  ^ 

Vemment:  this  was  decried  as  a  violent,  cruel, 
knd  odious  meafure,  which  tore  up  juftice  And 
^11  its  principles  by  tlie  root. 

The  argument  relative  to  the  refloration  of  Anfifm 
the  colony  to  the  French,  was  anfwered  by 
Thurlow^  who  faid,  the  limits  and  importance 
of  ceffions  were  ttever  dependent  on  legirtative 
arrangements,  but  on  the  length  of  the  fword : 
fuccefs  in  M^ar  would  give  fuccefs  iii  peace,  and 
not  imaginary  lines  drawn  by  ailate  for  its  co- 
lonies: nor  had  the  limits  now  defcribed  any 
reference  to  old  Canada:  it  was  not  a  reftora* 
tion  of  the  limits  once  contended  for  by  France^ 
but  a  new  fcheme,  including  countries  foi* 
which  France  had  never  contended. 

With  refped  to  the  injury  to  be  fuftained 
by  the  inhabitants  of  chartered  colonics,  it  was 
obferved,  that  they  muft  voluntarily  place 
themfel  ves  in  a  fituation  to  receive  it  5  and  it 
would  be  extremely  liilprudent,  in  favour  of 
fuch  a  fappofition,  to  leave- without  govern* 
ment  all  the  chain  of  pofts  already  eftabliflied 
through  the  whole  country  included  in  th(J 
bill,  and  not  protefted  by  any  law,  or  defended 
by  any  charter. 

The  Penn  family  petitioned  againft  this  part  Petition  of 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  deprived  them  JlJ^^*!^* 
of  part  of  their  legal  eftate.     The  minifter  ad-   *""^'  v 
niitted  the  validity  of  the  petition,  and  faid, 
it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  meafure  to  af- 
fect the  juft  rights  of  the  proprietors  01  of  the 
colon  ics« 
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CHAP.    '  The  cluiife,  allowing  the  exercife  of  the  ca-^ 
^^   thoHc  rcligiop,  was  not  much  oppofed  in  the 
«'^4.;     houfe.     Some  diftinftions  ^vere  made  betM'^eeu 
S*Uw  IX  toleration  and  eftablifliment,  but  nothing  of 
jea  of  re-   hnportatice  was  urged,  nor  any  amendment  at-* 
iigion.       tempted,  except  in  the  form  ot  one  of  the  pre- 
Petition      fclrbed  oaths.     An  eflbrt  was,  however,  made 
from  the     to  excite  popular  projCidicc  on  the  fubjeft,  and 
the  •  corporation  of  London,  in  their  petition 
againft  the  bill,  did  not  forget  to  remind  the 
'* '  '*    king,  that  the  Romifli  religion  was  idolatrous 
and  bloody,  and  that  his  illuftrious  family  was 
called  to  the  throne,  in  confequcnce  of  the  ex- 
clufion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  ancient  branch 
of  the  Stuart  line,  \mder  an  exprefs  flipulation 
to  profefs  and  maintain  the  Proteftant  faith, 
^ppofi-  Thk  continuance  of  the  French  law,  difpcnf- 

ATbtca  of^  ^^^5  jnftice  M'ithout  a  jury  in  civil  cafes,  while 
law.  the  Englilh  code  was  granted  in  criminal  mat- 

ters, occafioned  numerous  and  violent  debates. 
Tire  op])ofition  infiftcd,  that  by  this  diftintlion, 
a  complete  dcfpotifm  was  efiabliilied :  the  king, 
by  mixing  his'Englilh  v/ith' French  i\ibje6ts,  and 
involving  both  in  the  fame  law,*  obtained  over 
both  all  the  powers  of  a  French  king :  he  might 
even,  if  he  pleated,   imprifon  by  Lettrps    de 
Cachet.  '  The  privation  of  the  trial  byjuty,  in 
all  cafes,  and  of  the  Hdbcas  Corpns,  wasreprc-' 
fentcd  as  lui  intolerable  hardjfhip.    ' 
Petition  of  *.  The  merchants  -of  London*  trading  to  Ca-^ 
the  Canada  ftada;  petitioned  againft  this  part'of  tlic  bill,  a^ 
SlpucToS.  tending  to  render  their  property  lefsfecure;  and 
'  were  beard  by  counfel.     Two  merchants  were 
Evidence;   produccd  as  witucffcs,'   wlio  ftatcd,  tlijat  the 
people  of  Canada  Avcre  highly  pleafed  with  the 
trial*  by  jury  in  civil  caufes;  and  that  a  difcon- 
tiuuaticc  of  it  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to 

1  Edward  WattSj  and  Svsucl  Morin» 

-.  the 
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.the  colony/     On  the  other  hand  five  witnefles  chap. 
were  examined,  fome  of  whom  had  been  long  ^^"* 
xefident,  and  filled  important  ftations   in  the      i774« 
colony;"  from  their  information  it  generally 
rdulted,  tliat  the  Canadians,  though   highly 
|)leafed  with  the  Britifti  form  qf  criminal  jiirif- 
pnidence,    had  an   infurmountable  difguft  t^ 
fubmit  civil  caufes  to  the   decifion  of  ajiuy- 
The  enormous  expence  of  that  mode  of  trial 
in  a.  country  thinly  inhabited ;  the   dilKcuUy 
.of  obtaining  the  attemlance  of  jurors,  ami  the 
amount  of  their  travelling  charges  and  main- 
tenance,  were    fuccefsfuUy  urged   as  reafons 
.againft  tlie  eftablilhment.      An   attempt  was 
jnade  during  the  progrefs  of  tlie  bill  to  obtain 
a  right  for  either  party  to  demand  a  ti  ial  by 
juiy^  but  without  eficd.     The  general  argii- 
fiients  relative  to  tyranny,  and  the  want  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  were  not  to  be  decided  on  mere 
fuppofitions;  time  would  difcovcr,  and  the  le- 
giflature  of  the  colony  would  announce,  whe- 
ther the  king  did  in  fa6t  imprifon  his  fubjeft-s 
by  Lettres  (le  Cachet,  and  whether  they  felt 
any  real  grievance  from  the  non-introdudion 
*of  a  new  writ,    incompatible  with  the  forms, 
and  not  underftood  in  the  texture  of  that  law 
by  which  they  preferred  to  be  governed.     It 
was   alfo  faccelsfully  urged,  that  if  tyrai.ny 
were  the  aim  of  the  bill,  the   means  taken  to 
eftabliih  it  were  fingulai-  and  unapt;  a  govern- 
ment by  law  was  fubftituted  for  one   purely 
optional,  and  the  king's  power  of  ruling  by 

^  They  were  general  Carlcton,  governor  of  Canada;  Mr. 
Mafcrcs,  curfitor  b^ron  oF  the  exchequer,  late  attorney-general 
of  the  province,  and  agent  to  the  £ngli(h  inhabitants ;  Mr.  Hey» 
chiei'  juftice  of  the  piovinccj  M.  Lolbinicrc,  a  French  gentle- 
man of  copfiJeiable  property,  and  Dr.  Marriott,  the  -king's  ad- 
ifocate-gcncrai. 

K  3  '  proclamation 
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CHAP,  proclamation  was  abolilhed  by  aft  of  parlia* 

I774-.  Maw  objeftions  were  tnadeagainft  vefiing 
the  legiflative  power  in  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil alone,  without  an  aflembly,  as  in  other  co* 
lonies.  But  the  extreme  abfurdity  of  a  pre- 
tended election,  the  rights  of  which  fliould  re* 
fide  in  three  hundred  and  fixty  perfons,  while 
the  number  governed  was  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand,  was  an  irrefragable 
argument  againil  the  propofition  for  eilabliih* 
ing  a  reprefentative  fenate.  It  was  alfo  proved 
in  evidence,  that  the  Canadians  were  not  de- 
firous  of  being  reprefented  in  any  aflembl}-, 
and  from  the  afpe«;  of  the  times,  policy  dic- 
tated that  they  Ihould,  as  little  as  poffible,  be 
])laced  in  the  fame  fituatiou  with  the  other 
provinces  of  America. 

Pebatet  {a      As  fevcral  alterations  were  made  in  the  bill, 

the  lords,  j^  beeanie  nccelfary  to  return  it  to  the  upper 
houfe.  Although  in  a  lefs  exceptionable  form 
it  had  part  almoft  without  oppofition,  yet  its 

J7ih  June,  principles  were  now  ftrenuoully  refifted.  Lord 
Chatham,  on  the  third  reading,  recapitulated 
all  the  obieAions  iifed  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  called  it  the  child  of  inordinate 
power,  He  invoked  the  bench  of  biihops  to 
•refift  a.  law  by  which  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion would  become  the  efiablifiiment  of  a  vaft 
continent,  and  infifted  that  parliament  had  no 
more  right  to  alter  the  path  of  fupremacy,  than 
%o  repeal  the  Great  Charter,  or  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  Lord  Dartmouth  and  lord  Lyttleton 
defended  the  bil|,  but  with  no  new  argu- 
jnent.** 

«!<!.  The  corporation  of  I^ondon  inefTeftually  p?3 

petition  to 

^  ^^^'  »  It  was  carried  %^  toy. 

titioned 
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titioned  the  kin?  to  refufe  his  fandioq  to  the  chap. 
bill.  .FiL 


During  this  long  and  aftive  feffion,  manjr     J"^*- 
other  objefts  of  public  importance  were  agi-  of  hatU.* 
tated  in  parliament.    The  houfe  of  Jord5»,  ^y  mcm^ 
revcrfing  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery, 
eftablifhed  the  principle  that  bookfellers  have 
not  a  perpetual  right  in  the  copies  of  Morks, 
which  they  pofleft  by  affignmeqt  from  their 
authors.      Several  beneficial  regulations  were 
made  in  the  gold  coin,  purfuant  to  the  fug* 
geftion  in  the  king's  fpeech.    A  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  llate 
of  the  liuea  and  woollen  trades,  and  i^n  act . 
paffed  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  and 
prifoners  incapable  of  paying  their  fees, 

Ix  terminating  tluj  feflion  the  king  applaud-  "^* ,  ^ 
/ed  the  Quebec  a&,  as  foundeil  on  the  cleareft  fp^fh*on 
principles  of  humanity  and  Juftice,   and   cal-  couciudiBg 
culated  to  produce  the  heft  eftcdts  jn  quieting  ^^^«^*^"«- 
the  minds  and  promoting  the  happinels  of  the 
Canadians.     He  lamented  the  dangerous  fpirit 
of  refiftance  difplaycd  by  the  people  of  AlatJa- 
chuflet's  Bay,  but  approved  the  meafurps  adopt- 
ed by  parliament  to  rctlrain  them.     IJe  laid, 
'*  The  temper  and  firmnefs  with  which  you 
"  liavx?  conduced  yourfclvcs  in  this  important  ' 
"  bufinds,  and  the  general  concurrence  with . 
"  which    the  rcfolution    of  raaintaining  the 
''  authority  of  tlie  laws  in  every  part  of  my 
''  dominions  hath  been  adopted  aad  fupportcd, 
'^  cannot  fail  of  giving  the  greateft  weight  to 
*'  the  mcafijrcs  which  have  been  the  rcfult  of 
*'  your  deliberations.      Nothing  tli«it  depends 
"  en  meiziall  be  wanting  to  render  them  ellee- 
*'  tual.     It  is  my  moft  anxious  defire  to  fee  my 
"  deluded  fubjcols,  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
K  4  "  rcturninjjr 


jlS6  HISTORY    OF   ENGLAND. 

6HAP.  "  returning  to  a  fcnfe  of  their  duty,  acquiefc- 

.J^^iHl^    "  ing  in  that  juft  fiibordinalion  to  the  autho- 

*  J774-     ^'  rity,  and  maintaining  that  due  regard  to  the 

"  commercial  intercfis  of  this  country,  which 

'*  muft   ever    be   infcparably  conneded    witU 

"  their  own  rcalprofperily  cind  advantatge," 
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CHAPTER   THE  TWENTY-THIRD: 

1774. 

Pyoceedhigs  in  Majfachiifftt's  Bay, »—  Arrival 
and  effect  of  the  lioJJon  port  act.'— The 
caufe  of  Bojion  efpoufed  in  freer al  colonies, 
— The  afjlmhlif  of  Mafjachuffefs  Bay  re-» 
moved  to  Salan.  —  Their  addrefs  to  the  go- 
rcr(wr.  —  Members  appointed  to  a  ge?teral 
coHgrefs.-^Recoinjnendation^  to  the  people, 

—  Diffolution  of  the  affcmbly.  — Toicn-meet- 
ing  at  Biffton,  —  Addrefs  of  the  merchants 
(indfrecholdci^  of  Salcu  to  the  governor.  — 
Solemn  league  and  covenant.  -^Efforts  at 
conciliation.  —Drafts  of  the  other  bills  ar^ 
rive  ^^  their  effect.  —  Amval  of  troops. — 
Alarm  on  placing  guard  at  Bojion  Neck.  — r 
New  council  formed. — Juries  and  law  off i4 
ears  refufe  to  act.  —  Militia  difarmed  and 

jlores  feized.  —  Public  refent7nent. — Bojion 
Neck  fortiftcd.  -—Outrages  of  the  people.  — r 
they  arm,  — Suffolk  meeting  —  their  refohes 
and  remonjlrance. — Gage''s  anfwer.-'^The 
(ifjcnibly  meet  in  dejiance  of  the  governor.  — r 
Refolve  themfehes  i)ito  a  provincial  congrefs. 

—  Their   remonji ranee.  —  Gage's  anfwcr  — 
and  proclamation.  — i>itting  of  the  general 
4fongrefs   at    Philadelphia. — Formation.  — 
Mode  of  voting.  — Secrecy  in  debate,  — De-  .  ' 
tached  proceedings.  —  Declaration  of  rights. 

—  AJfociation. — Addrefo  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain.  —  To  th^  colonies.  —  To  the 
people  of  Quebec.  —  Petition  to  the  king,  — 
Jn/t ructions  to  their  agents.  —  Diffolution. 
— Obfervations  on  their  proceedings. — Ef-^ 

Jccts     ' 
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fccts  of  the  congreps.  —  itoynl  proclatMtion. 
—  Iiifurrection  at  Rhode  ijiandy  and  in  Mew 

Hampjhirc. 

CHAP.  T^EFORE  intelligence  of  the  parliamentary  pro- 

^iiL     D  ceedings  could  be  received,  the  people  of 

»774      MaflachulVet's  Bay  manifcftcd  a  difpofition  to 

ciool'pro-  txafperate    the    mother-country  by  repeated 

ccedingtitt  outragcs.    Tea  iliips  which  arrived  after  the 

fetSIj?'  deftruftion  of  the  firft  cargoes,  v/cre  treated 

in  a  fimilar  manner ;  a  poft-oftice  was  projeSed 

to  rival  the  government  cftabliihmcnt;    and 

the  airembly,  before  their  diflblutiout  found  a 

iicrw  fuhjed  of  conteft  with  the  governor,  by 

refolving   to  continue   Franklin  their  agent, 

while  Hutchinfon  rcfufed  to  ratify   the  ap; 

pointmcnt,  or  fandion  the  law  for  paying  lii^ 

falary. 

General         Amoxg    othcr    miniftcrial   arrangements, 

Gage  ap-    -vv^M^  thc  rcmoval  of  Hutchinfon;  he  was  fuc- 

^rnorl^***  cccdcd  by  general  Gage,  who  was  married  to 

an  American,  had  long  commanded  the  troop$ 

in  the  province  of  MaflTachufiets,  and  was  re- 

iBthMaj.  fpefted  for  his  prudence  and  urbanity.     The 

aufpices,  under  which  he  commenced  his  office^ 

were  in  the  higheft  degree  dilcouraging,  for 

fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  attempting 

the    cuftomary   civility   of    a  complimentary 

mcffage  to  the  cx-goveriwr,  their  proceedinij 

was  proteftcd  againft  by  many  of  the  citizens, 

and  the  populace  expvelVed  their  hatred  and 

contempt  by  hanging  him  in  effigy.     General 

Gage  was,  however,  received  with  the  accuf- 

tomed  honours ;  the  council,  magiltrates,  cierg}', 

military,  and  town  officers  rcfpe6tivcly  payiug 

the  ufual  homage. 

Arrival  The  Bofiou  pott  acl -was  already  arrived, 

cflhf^r.  ^^^  received  with  a  mixed  fenfation  of  indig- 

ton  i^rt  natioa 
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nation  and  terror.    The  feverity  of  its  ena6l«  chap 
ments,*  and  the  impoiTibilityof  evafion,  ap-   xxiii.  • 
palled  the  fa6kious,  and  the  uncertainty  whe-     1774, 
ther  the  other  colonies  would  join  in  the  caufe, 
or  take  advantasjc  of  their  fituation,  produced 
the  utraoft  anxiety  and  confteniation.    The  re-'  M*  M«y. 
folves  of  a  mcetins:,  held  to  take  the  a6t  into  ^"JJ-n" 
confideration,  no  longer  breathed  the  haughty 
and  impetuous  tone  of  former  days,  but  indi^ 
cated  fear,  hefitation,  and  irrefolution.    They 
declared,  if  the  other  colonies  would  decline  all 
commercial    intercourfe   with    Great  Britain 
and  the  Weft  Indies  till  the  repeal  of  the  ob- 
noxious act,  their  refolution  would  prove  the 
falvatlon  of  North  America  and  her  liberties; 
but  otherwife,  fraud,  power,  and  the  moft  odi- 
ous opprefliion,    would   rife   triumphant    over 
riffht,  juftice,'focial  happinefs,  and  freedom. 
The  impolicy,  injuliice,  inliumanity,  and  cniel- 
ty  of  the  law,  exceeded  all  their  powers  of  ex- 
preffion  :  and  they  left  it  to  the  juft  cenfureof 
God  and  the  world.     Copies  of  this  vote  were 
tranfmitted  to  all  the  colonies ;  the  aft  of  par- 
liament was  printed  on  paper  bordered  with 
black,    hawked   about  the  ftreets   as   a  bar- 
barous, .  cruel,  bloody,  and  inhuman  murder, 
and  in  fome  places  burned  with  great  folein** 
nity. 
The  horrors  of  fufp^nfe  did  not,  however,  i!ijj|^7* 

»  By  this  aft  it  wa9  ordained,  that  from  the  firft  of  June  1774,,  ^^^^^^ 
no  perfon  fhould  receive  or  difchar^ie  any  cargo  or  lading  at  the  h;ir-  efpoufed  by' 
hour  of  BoiloHf  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  largo  and  the  veflel ;  and  Virginia, 
any  wharfinger  yvfy*  permitted  fuch  laiitng   or  difcharge  to  take 
pLnce  at  hit  wharf,  was  to  forfeit  treble  the  value  of  the  cirgo,  com- 
pated  at  the  higheft  price,  together  with  tlie  craft  employed  on  tbo 
occafioD.    No  veijcl  was  allowed  to  moor  within  the  harbour,  or  t» 
be  feen  hovehrig  about  the  bay,  after  fix  hours  notice,  on  pain  of  for* 
feituiy.    Siiveral  penlailtite  vttre  infilled  to  prevent  collufions,  and 
the  aft  was  to  continue  in  force  till  (atisfaftion  made  to  the  Bail 
fndia  company,  and'till  it  ikould  appear  to  the  king  in  council,  that 
the  people  pf  ^oftofi  were  fubmiflivf  to  U^  and  good  ordcf. 

long 
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long  continue  :.lhc  houfe  of  burgefles  in  Vir* 
ginia,  decreed,  that  the  day  on  which  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bofton  port  ad;  m  as  to  commence, 
ihould  be  fet  apart  for  fafting  and  humiliation : 
"  Devoutly  to  implone  the  divine  interpofi- 
*^  tion,  for  averting  the  hea\'y  calamity  which 
"  threatened  delhuflion  to  civil  rights;  and 
**  the  evils  of  civil  war;  and  to  give  one  heart, 
"  and  one  mind  totlie  people,  firmly  to  oppole 
*'  every  injury  to  the  American  rights." 

Such  an  encroachment  on  the  governors 
prerogative,  as  the  appointment  of  a  fail  Mith- 
out  his  concurrence,  combined  with  the  mo- 
tives of  the  proceeding,  induced  him  todiflblve 
the  aflemblv;  but  eiohtv-nine  of  the  members 
iigned  an  alfociation,  xlenouncing  the  attack 
on  one  of  the  fifter  colonies  to  compel  fub- 
miffion  to  arbitraiy  taxes,  as  an  attack  on  all 
Britifli  America ;  they  therefore  recommended 
their  committee  of  correfpondence,  to  cora^ 
municate  with  cither  committees,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  deputies  from  tlie  fcr 
reral  colonies,  to  form  annually  a  general  coD'- 
grefs,  and  deliberate  on  meafures  conducive  to 
the  united  interefts  of  America-  This  paper 
avowed  that  other  meafures  were  in  contem- 
plation, and  exprefled  a  hope  that  Great  Bri- 
tain would  not,  by  perfifting  in  the  fyfteni  of 
arbitrary  taxation,  compel  them,  relu^antly^ 
to  relinquilh  all  commercial  intercourfc. 

The  people  of  Philadelphia,  excepting  the 
quakers,  agreed  to  fufpend  all  bufinefs  on  the 
firft  of  June,  as  an  exprefFion  of  fympathy- 
and  in  order  to  g^in  an  oppoitunity  of  re^ 
fleding'  on  the  precarious  fituation  of  Ame^ 
rican  rights.  They  alfo  held  a  town-mectino;, 
pafled  ^rdblutions  in  reprobation  of  the  act^ 
and'in  faypur  of  a  congTcfs,.and  entered  into 
Sr  fybfcription  for  relief  of  the  fuffering 
6  inhabitants 
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fnhabitants  of  Bofton.     Several  ottier  colonies  chap. 
fiibfequently  adopted  finiilar  refolutions,  and   ^l^ 
Qie  caufe  of  Hofton  was  cfpoufed  with  an  ar-     177^. 
dour  coTiforniable  to  their  moft  fanguine  wiiljes.  ^jJ^nj^J,^**^ 
Meanwhile  the  aflembly  of  Mafllicliuffet's  ajihMay. 
fiay  met  for  the  laft  time  at  Bofton,  and  pro-  Proceed- 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  a  council,  on  the  day  Ifff^hiyof 
prcfcribed  by  tlieir   cliarter.      General  Gage  Mairachuf. 
opened  thfe  feUiion,  by  cxprefTing  his  inclina-  ^^^f,^*^'  ' 
tion  to  concur  in  all  m'cciiiires  tending  to  the 
welfare  of  the  province,  but  cinnounced  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  removing  the  f;encr:il  court  to  Salcnu 
Tlicy  petitioned  liim  to  fct  apart  a  day  for  ge- 
neral fafting  and  humiliation,,  with  which  he 
fefufed  to  comply,  and  apprehending  tlic  ill 
cftefts  of  protracted  debates,  adjourned  the  le-; 

^  giflatiire  to  the  feventh  of  June,  then  ,to  meet 

^  at  Salem.  .  . 

In  this  interval  the  people  were  apprized  of  EfFeaof 
tlie  manner  in  which  their  caufc  was  patroniz-.  ^^^^^f^"' 
ed;  they  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  learning  that  other^c<^* 
their  fuflferings  occafioned  imiverfal  inirligna-  Aomfei-' 
tion,  and  that  the  taft  on  the  fiVfl  of  June  wasj 
almoft   e;;vcry  where,  obfcryed  with  fanatical      ..    .  -^ 
firi6lnefs.      Mcafures  M'ere  generally  adopted  -  . 

for  contravening \heintereft.s. of  Great  13 ritaih,      *  ' 
Tlie  wifli  for  a  congrcfs  was  widely  diffufed,  unci      ...  '  /* 
the  province  of  Maryland  even  it>flrut'ted  ihe 
lawyers,  not  to  commence  fuits  for.  recovery 
of  debts  due  to  inhabitants,  of -Great  Urltuin, 
till  the  Bofton  port  o,£t  fliould  be, repealed.*' 

A^^ I  MATED  by  thefe  aflurances,  the  legifla-  sfthjun«. 
ture  took  the  carlieft  opportunity , of  infultinir  ^^^"^*^* 
the  gavcrnor,  under  pretext  or  anlwermg  his  vcruor.- 
fpeech  at  the  GommcnGemcut  of  the  feirion. 

^  A  proteft  againft  th-J  rcrdutit^  '^a»  figr.ed  by  i  tcfp€^ibte  bod^ 
of  mcFchaots. 

thw 
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CHAP.  Their  ad^lrcfs  began  with  ordinary  felicita* 
^J^    tions,  t)ut  in  its  progrefs  expreffed  a  hope,  that 
1774-     his  adminiftration,  in  principles  and  general 
condu6^^  might  be  d  happy  contrail  to  that  or 
his  two  immediate  predeceffors.     Gage  intei* 
rupted  the  chairman  of  the  committee,   who 
read  the  meflage,  rcf ufing  to  receive  an  addrefs, 
containing  inciecent  retlefiions  on  the  former' 
governors,  whofe  condu6t  had  been  approved 
iby  the  king,  after  a  trial  and  acquittal  before 
the  pvivy-council ;  he  confidered  it  ah   infult 
on  liis  majefty,  the  lords  of  the  council,  and 
himfelf. 
jijih  June;      The  houfe  of  rcprcfcntativcs  next  appointed 
a^^mcd    i  committee  for  a  general  congrefs,   felefting 
to  con-      for  that  purpofe  five. of  their  body,  who  were 
greff.      .  moft  confpicuous  in  oppofition;  and  voting  five 
hundred  pounds  for  their  ufe,  out  of  tlie  trea- 
fury.       In   this    appropriation   of  the  public 
money,  tliey  Exceeded  their  authority,  and  the 
jgovernor  refufing  his  affent  to  the  vote,  the}- 
Irecommended  a  levj'^  to  llial  amount^  by  cqiii- 
table  proportions,  among  the  towns  and  diftrids 
of  the  province. 
Committee      A  PHOttoGATiON  or  diffolutiou  of  the  aflcm- 
To'Same*    bly  bciug  anticipated,  a   cotnmittee  was  ap* 
recom.      pointed  to  prrfcribe  rules  of  conduct  to  the  peo* 
STiM  *"      P'^'  under  the  form  of  recommtndatioh.s,  which, 
in  the  aftual  ftate  of  oppofition,  would  bave  the 
17th  June.  eife6l  of  laws*     They  fpeedily  prefentcd  a  re- 
port, ftating,  that  their  colony,  as  well  as  othci^ 
in  North  America,   had  long  bech  firugirlinjj 
under  the  heavy  hand  of  power;  their  dutiful 
petitions  for  redrefs  of  intolcmble  grievance* 
difregarded,  and  the  dcfign  totally  to  defuoy 
the  free  conftitution  of  America,  to  efiablifli  ar- 
bitrary government,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants 
to  flaycry,  appeared  to  be  more  and  more  fixed 

and 
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fliul   determined    on:    the    inhabitants    were  chap, 
therefore  recommended  to  difcontinue  the  con-    yxm. 
fumption  of  tea,  as  well.as  of  all  other  merchan-     177^ 
dizes  imported  from  India  and  Great  Britain, 
till  a  redrefs  of  grievances  fliould  be  obtained ; 
and  encourage  to  the  utnioft  tlie  manufa^ures 
of  America, 

Although  the  committee  intended  to  keep  DiflTointioo 
their  proceedings  profoundly  fecret,  and  de-  f^^^^^" 
luded  tlie  governor,  by  a  pretence  of  l>eing  **"  ^* 
employed  on  conciliatory  meafures,  they  could 
not  prevent  the  difclofure  of  their  real  inten- 
tion»  and  Gage  difpatched  the  ibcrctary  to  the 
court*hou{e  to  difolve  the  aliembly.  The  of- 
ficer finding  the  iloors  locked,  tranfmitted  in* 
tbrmation  to  the  fpeaker,  that  he  was  charged 
with  a  meliage  to  the  houfe;  the  aliemblv, 
however,  refuled  to  oj>en  the  doors;  and  the  Ic- 
cretary,  in  prefence  of  fcveral  members,  made 
proclamation  on  the  ftairs,  of  the  diffolutlon  of 
the  general  court.  They,  however,  conlidered 
the  palling  of  their  refolu lions,  as  a  material  ad- 
vantage gained  over  the  governor. 

NoTWiTHSTAXDINC  thc  dilibUltion    of  the  Town. 

legiflativc  body,  tlie  efforts  of  oppolition  were  S^^i"** 
not  fufpcnded:  a  town-meeting  was  held  at 
Bofton,  where  refolutions  were  paflTed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  tranfmltted,  by  the  correfponding 
committees,  to  other  colonies,  containing  al- 
furances  of  the  2eal  and  adivity  prevailing  in 
Mairachuflet  s  Bay,  and  the  general  anxiety  to 
meet  in  congrcfs. 

At  Salem,   the  merchants  and  freeholders  i^thjuw. 
4)refented  an  addrefs  to  Gage,  perfonally  com-  ^f^^'f^^^ 
nliinontarry,  but  highly  cenfuring  the  meafui-es  chamsof 
tie  was  deputed  to  lupport.     Tiicy  commifer-  ^.^'*"*  *^ 
atcd  the  people  of  liolion,  but  declined  availing  v.-row. 
tlicmfelve*of  thc  uiUantagcs  tendered  by  thc  at4, 

by 
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CHAP.  l>y  removing  the  trade  from  the  capital  to tlieif 
xxiih    town.  They  faid,  "  Nature,  in  the  formation  of 
i774«      *'  their  harbour,  forbad  a  ri  vallhip  with  the  con-» 
**  venient  mart  of  Bofton,  and  were  it  other-^ 
wife,  they  muft  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  juf- 
tice,  loft  to  all  feelings  of  humanity,  could 
*'  they  indulge  one  thought  to  acquire  M'calth, 
'•  and  raife  their  fortunes  on*  the  ruin  of  tJieir 
^'  fuftering  neighbours."   They  fpoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  hardlliips  encountered  by  their  an-' 
ceflorsyWho  lo  avoid  opptcflion, braved  every  dan- 
ger, and  began  a  fettlement  on  bare  creation; 
in  a  dreary  wilderncfs  filled  Avith  favage  beafts^ 
■and  yet  more  favage  men ;  and  complained  of 
the  hardlhips  endured  by  themfelves,  the  pro- 
geny of  fuch  anceftors,  in  being  checked  and 
dilhonoured  for  exhibiting  proofs  of  that  fpirit 
^vhich  in  their  fathers  produced  fuch  aitoniili- 
ing  eifcfts.     They  ardently  M'iflied  for  a  happy 
union  M'ith  the  Britifli  empire,  and  would  glad- 
ly adopt  every  mcafure  compatible  with  \ht 
Wrt  an-      ilignity  and  fafety  of  Britifli  fubjeSs.    The  go- 
*^'         vernor,  in  his  anfwcr,  aifuped  them  of  his  fyn-H 
•  •     '  pathy  wfth  the  people  of  Bofton,  and  of  thtf 
'  godd  will  of  Great  Britain  towards  her  colo- 
nies^ but  the  mother-country  retaining  her  an- 
cient fpirit,  found  it  neceflhry  to  fupport  her 
tights,  as  head  of  the  empire,  not  by  checking 
tlie  free  fpirit  >vhich  colon ifts  derived  from  their 
anceftors,  but  by  inculcatingthat  due  obedience 
to  the  king  and  parliament^  which  their  fathers 
had  acknowledged. 
Soiewii  By  the  activity  of  the  correfponding  commit^ 

league  awJ  ^^  ^  grencral  alibciation  was  framed  throusrh- 
out  tl>e  contment,  which  was,  accordmg  to  the 
puritanical  cant  of  the  preceding  age,  called, 
A  Sokmn  League  and  Ccrcenant.  In  this  com- 
\7i<:\)  the  parties,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  rio 

oth€# 
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Other  means  exifted  of  avoiding  the  hoirort  of  chap.' 
flavery,  or  the  carnage  and  deiolation  of  ciril  J2^i 
war,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  folemnly,  and  in     >f  74* 
good  faith,  covenanted,  to  fafpend  all  commer- 
cial intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  till  the  Bof- 
ton  port  aft  fliould  be  repealed,  and  reftoration 
mide  of  their  chartered  rights :   not  to  pur* 
chafe  or  confunie  any  goods  or  merchandize ' 
from  Great  Britain,  after  the  laft  day  of  Au- 
guft;  and  to  have  no  dealings  with  peifons  who 
ihould  break  this  agreement;   but  to  publilh 
their  names,  as  enemies  to  their  country,  and 
cut  off  from  al^  focial  intercourfe.   This  folemn 
league  and  covenant  was  received  with  the  ut- 
moft  alacrity  by  the  people  of  Maffachuffet's 
Bay.    In  vain  did  Gage  iffue  a  proclamation,  »<>*  June^ 
forbidding  fuch  unlawful  and  traiterous  com-  ^^a^a- 
binations,  and  commanding  all  magifirates  and  tion. 
other  officers  to  apprehend  perfons  publifliing 
or  tendering  them  for  figriature :  his  orders  were 
difregarded,  and  the  compaft  generally  received. 

Amidst  the  exertions  of  oppofition,  fome  ef-  EfToits  at 
forts  were  not  wanting  to  effect  a  reconciliation  ^^nV^'*' 
with  government.  An  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  the  governor,  figned  by  a  hundred  and  twen- 
ty gentlemen  an  J  merchants,  inhabitants  of 
Bofton,  containing  a  difavowal  of  lawlefs  vio- 
tences,  and  lamenting  that  he  was  not  intruded 
with  a  difcretionary  power  of  reftoring  com- 
merce to  its  ancient  couife,  without  the  lofs  of 
time,  which  muft  be  occaiioned  by  a  reference 
to  the  king  in  council.  The  juftices  of  the  ge-  6th  July. 
neral  feflion,  on  their  meeting  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  befides  their  congratulations  to 
Gage  on  his  appointment,  exprefled  ferions 
concern  at  feeing  the  inhabitants  of  fome  towns, 
influenced  by  certain  perfotis,  cstlling  them- 
fclves  committees  of  correfpondence,  and  en- 
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country  forgave  them,  they  faid,  they  could 
never  forgive  themfelves. 

Disaffection  and  tumult  fpread  on  every 
fide ;  the  reign  of  law  was  intirely  diffolved, 
and  Ga^e  apprehending  more  ferious  confe- 
quences  from  force,  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
general  mufter  of  the  militia,  to  deprive  them 
of  their  ammunition  and  ftores,  which  he 
placed  under  efpecial  cuftody;  and  removed  to 
Bofton  all  the  military  ftores  depofited  at 
Charleftown,  Cambridge,  and  Medford.  Thefc 
meafures  Avere  not  adopted  without  clamour 
and  threats  of  refiftance:  the  deftnidion  of 
houfes,  and  abufe  of  perfons,  awaited  the 
friends  of  government;  and  even  the  gover- 
nor's company  of  cadets,  compofed  wholly  of 
gentlemen,  and  fuppofed  to  be  intirely  attach- 
ed to  government,  fuddenly  difbanded  them- 
felves, and  returned  their  ftandard. 

Yet  Gage  did  not  lofe  his  firmnefs,  or  aban- 
don the  caufc  of  government.  The  fele6l  men 
of  Salem,  having,  in  defiance  of  the  new  laws^ 
and  of  repeated  admonitions,  proceeded,  ac- 
cording to  their  ancient  cuftom,  to  the  de^OB 
of  town-officers,  he  ifiued  orders  for  appre- 
hending them ;  but  before  the  command  could 
be  executed,  the  meeting  was  diflblvcd.  See- 
ing the  indifpenfible  neccflity  of  feparating  the 
troops  from  the  people,  he  refolved  to  fortify 
Bofton  Neck,  and  to  erect  barracks :  but  fuch 
was  the  effc6l  of  the  fpirit  which  animated  all 
i^anks,  and  of  the  exhortations  by  which,  they 
were  daily  inflamed,  that  though  workmen 
were  reluftaritly  engaged,  the  people  ihewed 
their  antipathy  againll  the  meafure,  and  im- 
peded the  projected  works  by  every  petty 
manoeuvre  :  they  burned  a  quantity  of  Itraw, 
'  fun^  boats  laden  with  bricks,  and  overturned 

carts 
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carts  employed  in  conveying  wood  for  the  CHAf^ 
ufc  of  the  army.    Gage,   however,  though  he  JS2!/ 
anticipated  fcenes  of  bloodihed  as  inevitable,      177^ 
would  not  commence  them  by  permitting  Uie 
ibldiers  to  fire  on  the  offenders. 

Every  effort  was  employed  by  the  com-  Thtywm* 

mittees  of  correlpondence,  and  the  demagogues, 

to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  fedition.     Continual 

alanns  were  circulated  of  malTacres  by  the 

troops ;  of  the  town  being  cannonaded  by  the 

ifaips ;  and  of  dangers,  the  more  terrific  from 

not  being  precifely  defcribed.    Arms  were  in 

every  man's  hand,   and  though  the  time  did 

not  yet  appear  ripe  for  the  commencement  of 

hoftile  operations  againil  government,  the  in-» 

tention  wasfo  decioedly  manifefted,  as  to  leave 

no  doubt  of  the  event. 

Ik  this  ilate  of  affairs,  when  the  old  charter  8u£Fbik 
conilitution  was  abrogated,  and  the  newly-  «««»n«- 
eitabliihed  fyftem  fufpended  by  violence,  the 
leading  men  of  the  province  determined  on 
holding  an  afiembly  of  delegates  from  all  the 
towns  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  which  Bof- 
ton  was  the  capital.  This  meeting  pafled  i-efo- 
lutions  more  decidedly  hoflile  to  the  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  than  any  which  had  yet  ap- 
peared explicitly  fandioned.  They  were  pre» 
faced,  it  is  true,  with  a  formal  profeffion  of^  al* 
legiance,  but  were  Calculated  throughout  to 
vindicate  refiflance  and  ftigmatize  obedience 
as  a  dereliftion  of  natural  right.  The  late  a£ts 
vrere  called  giofs  infra£tions  of  their  civil  and 
religious  lioerties,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
reje6ied,  as  the  wicked  attempts  of  an  aban* 
doned  adminiflration  to  eflabliih  defpotic  go- 
vernment They  refolved  to  indemnify  all 
ilieriff%  jurors,  and  others,  who  Ihould  be  pro- 
iecnted  ior  not  carrying  into  execution  pro* 

J-  3  cefe 
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c  H  AP,  cefs  iifued  by  the  prefent  unconiHtutioBal 
^vfiH^  judges,  and  declared  all  members  of  the  new 
'  <774-  couQtril,  who  fhould  perfift  in  holding  their 
commiiTions,  incorrigible  enemies  to  their  coun- 
try. Their  rcfolutions  alfo  cenfured  the  forti- 
fying of  Bofton  Neck,  and  the  Quebec  aft; 
whereby  the  religion  of  Rome,  and  laws  of 
France  were  efiablifhed ;  recommended  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  en- 
couragement of  home  manufa6iures,  the  hold- 
ing ofa  provincial  congrefe,  a  ftri^t  obedience  to 
the  decrees  of  the  continental  congrefs ;  and 
the  people  were  exhorted  to  perfeA  themielvcs 
in  the  military  fcience,  by  appearing  under 
arms  once  in  every  week.  Adverting  to  the 
late  intended  arreft  of  the  feledl  men  oV  Salem, 
they  advifed,  in  cafe  fuch  a  meafure  fliouldbe 
again  attempted,  that  all  the  officers  of  fo  ty- 
rannical a  government  iliould  be  feized  aad 
detained,  till  the  others  were  reftored  to  liberty. 
They  alfo  took  upon  themfelves  to  recommend^ 
(which  amounted  to  a  decree)  that  the  collec- 
tors and  receivers  of  public  revenues  fliould  re- 
tain the  monies  in  their  hands,  till  the  civil 
government  of  the  province  was  placed  on  a 
conftitutional  foundation,  or  the  provincial 
congrefs  fliouId  give  different  orders.  Th^ 
exhorted  the  people  to  reftrain  their  refent- 
ments,  to  avoid  riots,  and  coavince  their  ene« 
mies  that  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn,  their  .conduct 
ftould  merit  approbation  from  the  wife,  and 
admiration  from  the  brave  and  free  of  every 
age  and  country.  Thefe  violent  and  daring 
rcfolutions  concluded  with  the  following  re» 
markable  inltru(ition,  which  fhews  the  reliance 
placed  on  the  conunittees  of  correfpondence, 
and  the  purpofes  of  their  inftitutlon :  '*  Should 
^'  our  t^nemies,  by  any  fuddep  manoeuvre,  ren-r 
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**  dcT  it  nfceffary  to  a(k  aid  from  our  brethren  chap. 

'*  in  the  country,  fomc  one  of  the  committee  J22Ii, 

'^  of  correfpondence,  or  a  feled  man  from  the     »774* 

**  town,  where  hoftilities  fhall  commence,  or 

**  be  expefted,  or  from  the  town  adjoining, 

**  Ihall  difpatch  couriers  M'ith  written  meffages 

"  to  the  feleft  men,  or  committees  of  corref- 

*'  pondence  of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity,  who 

"  ihall  fend  others  to  committees  more  remote, 

**  until  fufficient  affiilance  be  obtained ;  the 

**  expetice  of  couriers  to  be  defrayed  by  the 

*'  county,  until  otherM'ife  ordered  by  the  pro- 

^  vincial  congrefs." 

They  alfo  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  9th  Sept. 
on  the  governor,  with  a  remonftrance  againft  ^^^^^ 
the  fortifying  of  Bofton  Neck;  the  infults  to*Oi«c* 
which  the  foldiers,  encouraged  by  their  officers, 
exercifed  againft  paflengers ;  and  the  feizure  of 
public  magazines.  To  Uiefe  circumftances,  and 
the  obnoxious  ads  of  parliament,  to  which 
they  declared  their  firm  refolution,  by  divine 
ajfijiance^  never  to  fubmit,  the  remonftrance 
imputed  the  agitation  of  the  public  mind. 
They  delired  to  avoid  hoftilities  with  the  king^s 
troops,  difclaimed  every  with  and  idea  of  in- 
dependency, and  attributed  the  troubles  of  the 
colonies  to  mifinformation,  arifing  from  the 
finifter  defigns  of  individuals.  The  governor  Hitanfwer^ 
returned  a  fliort  anfwer,  denying  that  he  in- 
tended to  prevent  free  accefs  to  Bofton,  or 
would  fuffer  any  one  under  his  command  to 
injure  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  king*s  fub- 
jc^ ;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  prevent  furprize ;  and  he  gave  affurancea 
the  cannon  would  not  be  ufed  unlefs  hoftile 
proceedings  rendered  it  neceflary. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  go-  ^"^j*^* 
Vernor  iffued  writs,  according  to  the  form  of  defiance  of 
*-  4  the  ;|^^; 

venior« 
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CH  AP.  the  new  law^.for  convening  an  aflcmbly,  on  the 
3CXIH.  fifth  of  Odob^r;  but  the  courfe  of  fubfequeDt 
?n4«     events,  the  tumultuous  difpofition  of  ^e  peo* 

Ele,  and  the  numerous  refignatipn^i  of  the  mem- 
ers  of  council  appointed  by  the  crown,  which 
had  reduced  them  to  too  fmall  a  number  to 
form  a  houfe,  induced  him  to  counterraaiid,  by 

})roclamation,  the  execution  of  the  writs  of 
ummons,  and  difcharge  thofe  already  retumed 
from  the  duty  of  attendance.     The  advantage 
of  meeting  in  a  public  manner  todifcufs  and 
refolve,  was  noti  however,  to  be  fo  eafily  le- 
nounced  ;  the  leading  men  of  the  province  de- 
clared the  proclamation  illegal ;  the  reprefen-r 
tatives,  who  were  eleAed,  met  at  Salem,  and 
having  waited  a  day  in  pretended  expe^tipa 
Scmfeivcs  ^^  the    governQF,  denominate^  themfelvea  a 
into  a  pro.  provincial  congrefs,  chofe  Hancock  for  thdr 
gr"2!^^**"'  prefident,  and  adjourned  to  Concord)  a  towA 
diftant  about  twenty  wiles  from  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, where  they  were  lefs  appr^heniive  of 
interrqption  or  forcible  difrolutip>n. 
jiihoa.        One  of  their  earlieft,  proceedings  was  are^ 
mon-'^'^^"    monft ranee  to  the   governor,   in  which  thej' 
^trance.      vindicated  their  meeting  by  a  r^iie^ence  to  Vlie 
diftrafted  ftate  of  the  colony;  complained  that 
the  rigour  of  the  late  laws  was  exceeded  by  the 
manner  of  putting  th^m  into  execution,  and 
decried  th«  operation  of  thofe^  ftatutes  as  cal- 
culated to  atoidge  the  rights  of  ttbe  people,  and 
licence  murder.      They  repvefentea  the  alarm 
from,   the  great  increafe  of  troops,   ^nd  the 
forujidable  pjcpaiations ^t  Bofton  yeck,  which 
endangered  the  lives,  liberty,  atid  propeilv, 
of  the  pepple>  of  Bofton,    and   of  tW   whole 
province.     They   therefore  entreated  Wiui,  by 
his  regaifl  for  the  king  s  honour,  the  <Jignity 
pf  the  enipire^  and  the  public  peace  W^  welfare,  • 

to 
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to  defift  from  the  conftnifiion  of  the  fbrtrefs  at  C  h  af« 
the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  reftore  tliat  pafs  ^jJJ; 
to  its  natural  (tate.  1774* 

To  this  addrefs;  the  general,  although  averfe  Huanfwer, 
to  a  correfpondence  with  an  illegal  aflemhly, 
anfwered  in  indignant  terms:  he  faid,  tne 
lives,  liberty,  or  property  of  none  but  avow-» 
ed  enemies  could  be  in  danger  from  the  troops 
of  Britain,  who  could  never  harbour  the  black 
deiign  of  wantonly  enflaving  or  deftroying 
any  people ;  in  fa6t  they  had  mcwn  no  difpo- 
fition  to  hoftility,  though  they  might  be  ex- 
pelled to  feel  refentment  at  the  exertions  ufed 
to  deprive  them  even  of  the  necdfaries  of  life. 
He  reminded  the  felf-conftituted  congrefs  that 
mbile  they  affe^dly  complained  of  altera* 
tions  in  the  charter,  their  veiy  meeting  was  a 
Aire&  violation  of  their  own  conftitution ;  and 
admoniihed  them  to  defift  from  fuch  illegal 
and  unconftitutional  proceedings. 

Not  intimidated,  however,  by  this  advice.  Their  fur* 
they  proceeded  to  adq>t  the  meafures  fagg:efted  ^^w 
by  the  Suffolk  meeting.  They  found  their  re- 
commendations attended  with  the  cflfeft  of 
kiws,  and  therefore  iflhed  thetn  on  the  moft 
important  fubjefts :  they  fettled  the  militia, 
arranged  means  for  providing  arms,  and  or-i 
dered  the  receipt  of  taxes,  and  the  retention  of 
them,  in  the  hands  of  IherifFs  and  coUedors. 
They  alfo  appointed  a  day  of  public  thankf- 
giving  to  the  Almight^^,  for  tlie  union  which 
ib  remarkably  prevailed  in  all  the  colonies.^ 

Such  proceedings  aroufe<l  the  governor,  who  lothNof. 
iflfued  a  proclamation,  cautioning  the  people  ^ag^'» 
againft  paying  obedience,  or  affoixnng  fan&ion  So^n*'"'' 

againft 
«  Tkittlunkfgiving.wit  cdebnMd  thf  15th  4ay  of  Dt^enberii  ^^^* 

fpUoWlDI^. 

•  to 
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CHAP,  to  the  requiiitionsy  recommendations^  direc* 
3JI12;    tions,   or  refolves  of   an  unlawful  aflemblyi 
>774-     whofe  proceedings  were  cenfured  as  highly  fe- 
ditiousy  and  approximating  to  treafon  and  re- 
bellion.    But  the  governor  s  proclamation,  as 
on  former  occafions,  was  contemned,  and  the 
recommendations    univerfally    obeyed.      The 
congrefs,  at  length,  diffolvecl  tliemfelves,  hav* 
ing  appointed  the  enfuing  February  for  a  new 
meeting. 
5th  Sept.        The  congrefs  of  MaffachuiTet's  Bay  received 
^^^Jni  ^  ^^w  impulfe,  and  frequait  advice  from  the 
congnTs  at  continental  congrefs,  which  was  fitting  at  Phi- 
2^^*"    ladelphia.     It  muft  have  been  a  great  triumph 
,  to  the  projector  of  correfponding  committees, 
to  obferve  the  unanimity  with  wWch  this  mea- 
fure  was  received  and  fan&ioned.    No  longer 
did  America  exhibit  the  appe^ance  of  rival 
colonies,  piquing  themfelves  on  feparate  rights^ 
and  boafting  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
charters,  and  different  couftitutions;  all  fuch 
fentiments  were  buried  in  oblivion :  the  fame 
grievances,  though  not  felt  by  all,  were  com- 
plained of  by  all ;  and  the  fame  remedy,  M'ith- 
out  apparent  previous  communication,  was  gc- 
^        nerally  recurred  to,  with  the  only  difference  of 
more  or  lefs  violence  according  to  the  genius 
of  the  people,  or  the  temper  of  the  favourite 
Its  form-    leaders.     Cieorgia  alone  refufed  to  fend  dele- 
gates ;  all  the  other  colonies  deputed  various 
numbers  of  members,  nine  being  the  greateft, 
and  two  the  fmalleft  reprefentation ;  they  were 
qualified  in  various  modes,  fome  by  the  pro- 
vincial aflemblies,  fome  by  town-meetings,  and 
fome  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence.   In 
Rhode  ifland  the  ele6lion  was  ratified  by  the 
governor.    The  whole  number  who  attended 
congrefs  was  fifty-fix.     The  inequality^  ©f  re- 
prefentation 
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prdentation  was  remedied  in  the  manner  of  chap. 
voting,  as  each  colony  had  one  fufFrage  only  ^^ 
in  the  decifion  of  every  queftion ;  although  the     1774. 
reprefentatives  of  each  colony,  feparately  de-  ^l^^f 
clared,  by  the  enumeration  of  a  majority,  on 
which  fide  that  vote  iliould  be  recorded.    This 
regulation  had  fubfequently  the  eiFeft  of  giv- 
ing an  appearance  of  unanimity  to.  the  pro- 
•ceeding$;  the  precaution  was  alfo  adopted  of  secree^m 
debating  in  private,  with  the  doors  carefully  debate, 
locked  and  guarded;   thus  the  people  being 
prevented  from  ever  attaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  arguments  by  which  any  meafure  was  com- 
bated or  fuftained;  the  refults  were  received  as 
,  the  abftradb  of  wifdom  and  union,  and  hailed 
with  the  veneration  due  to  oracular  edids. 

Some  of  the  votes^  or  inilruAions  to  deputies,  Term*  of 
which  M^ere  read  as  credentials  at  the  firft  fit-  JJJ^^* 
ting  of  congreis,  were  conceived  in  loofe  and 
general  terms,  and  empowered  the  deputies  to 
confult  and  advife  on  proper  meafures  for  ad- 
vancing the  beji  good  of  the  colonies;  but  in 
general  they  fpecifically  enjoined  an  attention 
to  the  redrefs  of  certain  exprefs  grievances,  and 
the  renewal  and  maintenance  of  the  connexion 
and  amity  with  Great  Britain,  fo  etTential  to 
the  interefis  of  both.  Under  thefe  reftraints, 
fpeculations  of  a  ditferent  tendency  could  not 
be  promulgated  till  the  public  mind  was  fur- 
ther prepared,  and  therefore,  in  all  proceedinffs, 
a  formal  acknowledgment  was  made  of  the 
fupremacy  of  tlie  mother-country,  and  the  fub- 
jeftiou  of  the  colonies,  although,  by  fubfequent 
definitions  and  reftri6tions,  the  power  of  the 
one,  and  tlie  fubmiffion  of  the  other,  were  re- 
duced to  mere  names. 

.    After  appointing  officers,  and  efiabliihing  lothSept. 
committees^  they  took  into  confideration  the  Z^^^®"" 

proceedings  prove  the 
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CHAP,  j^rofceedings  of  the  Suffolk  meeting,  their  refiy- 
j^l^  liitions,  recommendations,  and  addrefs  to  the 
i77ih  governor ;  of  all  which  they  expreffed  the  high- 
^f^^Sttf.  ^^  approbation,  and  recommended  tliem  to 
folk  meet-  general  adoption,  as  the  means  of  cairying  fuch 
"*•  conviction  to  the  Britifti  nation,  of  the  unwjfe, 

iinjuft,   and  ruinous  policy  of  adminiilratioo, 
as  would  quickly  introduce  better  men  and 
wifer  m^afures.    They  approved  of  the  dppofi- 
tion  to  the  late  afts  of  parliament,  declared, 
that  in  cafe  of  an  attempt  to  carry  them  into 
execution  by  force,  all  America  oaght  to  fup- 
port  the  people   of  MaflachuflTet's  Bay,   and 
Tortiicrre-  recommended  a  continuance  of  the  fubfcrip- 
dS?"    *i^»s  ^^^^  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of    Bof- 
««i  Sept.    ton.   They  afterwards  requefted  the  merchaBts 
and  all  other  perfons  in  the  various  colonies,  to 
tranfmit  no  new  orders  for  goods  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, but  to  countermand,  or  fufpend,  thofe  al- 
2j\h.        ready  iffued ;  and  formed  re folutions  for  difcon- 
tinuing,  after  the  firft  of  December,  the  impor*- 
tation  and  ufe  of  all  goods  from  Great  Britain 
sotb.         and  Ireland ;  and  for  the  ceffation  of  all  exports 
to  thofe  countries  and  to  the  Weft  Indies^  af- 
ter the  tenth  of  September  1775;    and  they 
declare<l  thefeizure  of  any  perfon,  for  thepur- 
pofe  of  tranfporting  him  beyond  the  fea,  to 
be  tried  fcu'  an  offence  committed  in  Anoerica, 
contrary  to  law;  it  would  juftify,  and  ought  to 
meet  with,  refiftance  and  reprifal. 
Dcciara-         Mea N WHILE  the  committec,  appointed  for 
rights.  -    ^^^^^  purpofe,  had  fubmitted  to  congrefs  a  feries 
of  refolutions,  forming  a  dec  la  rati  ox  of 
i^ith  oa.    RIGHTS,  which  werc  adopted,  and  pubHflied  by 
authority.     They  wei'e  prefaced  by  an  enume- 
ration of  grievances,  fince  the  termination  of 
the  laft  war;  ahiong  which  were  cited,  the  de- 
claratory att,  eftalilifhing  the  right  of  Great 
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Britain  to  bind  America  in  all  cafes  whatever;  chaf, 
the  iinpofition  of  taxes  ibr  the  purpofe  of  raif-  ^^J^ 
ing  a  revenue;  the  eftablifhment  of  a  board  of  X774* 
commiiTioners;  theextenfionof  the  jurifdi&iou 
of  the  admiralty ;  the  alteration  of  the  efiablifh- 
ntent  of  judges;  the  revival  of  tlie  obfolete 
fiatute  of  Henry  VIII.;  the  diree  aSs  of  the 
late  feffion  relative  to  MaffachuiTet's  Bay,  and 
that  for  eftablifhing  the  government  of  Que- 
bec; the  diflblution  of  aflemblies,  and  the  dif- 
regard  fliewn  by  minifters  to  petition^  for  re- 
drefs.  Under  thefe  circumllances,  the  good 
people  of  the  twelve  colonies,  juftly  alarmed  at 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  parliament  and 
adminiihation,  had  appomted  deputies  to  ft  ge« 
neral  congrefs,  in  order  to  obtain  fuch  an  efta- 
blifhment  as  would  fecure  their  religion,  laws^ 
and  libei'ties  from  fabverfion.  Therefore  the 
deputies  did,  in  the  firft  place  (as  Engliflimen, 
their  anceflors,  had  ufually  done  in  like  cafes) 
form  a  declaration,  for  the  purpofe  of  aflerting 
and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties. 

Th£t  olaimed  their  rights  as  founded  on 
the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of 
the  English  confiitution,  and  their  feveral 
charters  or  compa6b.  From  thefe  latitudina- 
rian,  and  incongruooa  fources,  they  principally 
affumed  for  themfelves  an  abfohite  title  to  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  which  no  fovereign  pow- 
er could  difpofe  of  without  their  confent.  Their 
anceftors,  they  faid,  pofieifed,  and  had  not  for- 
feited by  emigration,  all  the  r^hts,  liberties^ 
and  immimities  of  Engliflimen,  and  their  dc- 
feendents  were  therefiore  intitled  to  them,  fo 
far  as  circumihmcea  would  admit.  The  foun- 
dation of  all  free  government^  being  a  right  to 
participate  in  a  legiflative  council,  ^nd^  tm  cir- 
cumftancea  of  Ai^ica  rezvAering:ii  ixhpdiBble 

for 
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CHAP,  for  them  to  be  reprefented  in  the  Britiih  par- 
i^!ii/  liament ;  they  claimed  a  riffht  to  free  legiflation 
S774*  in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  fub- 
jcft  only  to  the  king's  negative:  they  were  will- 
ing, however,  to  confent  to  the  operation  of 
Britiih  acb  of  parliament,  bona  Jide  rcRn&cd 
to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  but  excluding 
every  idea  of  taxation,  internal  orexternaL 
The  refpe6iive  colonies  wxre  intitled  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  and  to  the  benefit 
of  all  ftatutes  which  exifted  at  the  time  of 
their  colonization,  and  particularly  to  the  in- 
eilimable  privilege  of  a  trial  by  their  peeis,  and 
in  their  own  vicinage.  They  were  alfo  intitled 
to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted 
by  their  charters,  and  fecured  by  the  provincial 
laws.  They  had  a  right  to  aflemble  to  conlider 
of  their  grievances;  and  all  profecutions,  pro- 
hibitory proclamations,  and  commitments,  on 
tliat  account,  were  illegal,  as  was  the  keeping  a 
•  ftanding  army  in  any  of  the  colonies  in  time  of 
peace,  without  confent  of  the  people.  And 
finally,  the  exercife  of  legiflative  power  in 
feveral  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed  dur- 
ing pleafure,  by  the  crown,  was  declared  uncon- 
ftitutional,  dangerous,  and  deiirufiive  to  the 
freedom  of  American  legiflation.  Thefe  rights, 
they  afferted,  could  not  be  legally  taken  from 
them^  altered,  or  abridged,  by  any  power  what- 
ever, without  their  own  conient,  by  their  repre- 
ientatives  in  their  feveral  provincial  legifla- 
tures.  Then  recapitulating  their  grievance^ 
to  which  they  could  no  longer  fubmit^  they 
declared  their  adoption  of  the  prefent  meafures 
to  be  founded  on  the  hope  that  their  fellow- 
fubje^  in  Great  Britain  would  reftore  the* 
Americans  to  that  ilate  in  which  both  coun- 
tries h^d  fQun4  happinds  and  profpexi^* 
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Their  firft  propofition  was  an  aflbciation,  or  chap. 
agreement,  againft  importation  or  confumption  s^J^^il^ 
oi  any  articles  of  Britilh  commerce,  and  againft     «77*. 
the  exportation  of  their  own  produce  to  Great  ^JJJ^^* 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft  Indies,  except  aflbdadMu 
rice  to  Europe.    A  committee  was  to  be  chofen 
in  each  colony,  to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  the  agreement,  and  the  committees  of  cor- 
refpondeuce  were  direAed  frequently  to  infpeft 
the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfes,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  informing  againft  fuch  merchants  as 
violated  the  aflbciation,  with  whom  the  con- 
grefSj  for  thenifelves    and  their  conftituents 
(who  were  bound  by  their  fignature)  agreed 
.to  have  no  commerce  or  intercourfe,  but  to 
coniider  them  unworthy  the  rights  of  fieemen, 
and  inimical  to  the  liberties  ot'  their  countrjr. 
The  agreement  was  to  continue  in  force  till 
the  repeal  of  all  the  a6ls  of  parliament  which 
conftituted  their  grievances ;  but  fome  of  the 
articles  would  in  their  eflfeft  be  perpetual,  par- 
ticularly that  for  encouraginff  the  growth  of 
wool,  and  one  for  aboliihins;  the  flave-tradc. 

Another  of  their  meamres  was  to  addrefs  "j^^?** 
the  people  of  Great  Britain;  thofeof  their  own  AeoeJpir 
colonies,  and  of  Canada  feparately.     In  each  of  g3* 
of  thefe  produ6Hons,  great  artifice  was  ufed  in  ^'**«*^ 
directing  appeals  to  feeling  and  prejudice,  and 
in  citing  fuch  circumftances  as  were  calculated, 
through  hope  or  fear,  to  gain  adherents  totlieir 
caufe.     The  people  of  Great  Britain  were  re- 
minded of  the  ftru^gles  maintained  by  their 
anceftors  in  the  cauie  of  liberty,  and  told  that 
the  proiefl  of  minifters  in  endeavouring  to  en- 
Have  the  Americans,   derived  from  the  fame 
fiock,  tended  onlv  to  the  more  eafy  introduc- 
tion of  flavery  at  home^    They  claimed  a  par- 
ticipation of  Britiflt  rights,  and  flattered  the 

national 
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CHAP,  national  pride,  byafFeding  to  make  the  free- 
XXIII.    dom  of  Englilhmen  the  model  and  fcope  of 
1774.     their  wiihes.    They  recapitulated  their  fer vices 
in  the  former  war,  and  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment fince  that  time,  extenuating  the  plunder 
of  the  tea  fliips,  which  they  defcribed  as  a  pcr- 
fonal,  not  a  public  affair,  the  remedy  of  which 
ought  to  have  been  fought  by  the  fufierers  in 
the  courts  of  law,  without  an  appeal  to  parlia^ 
ment.    They  endeavoured  to  excite  national 
indignation  againft  the  late  a£ts,  and  dire&ed 
the  fevereft  inveftives  againft  the  new  fyftem 
in  Quebec,  as  being  intended  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  the  Britlih  colonies  by  a  vaft  influx 
of  Catholics,  fwelled  by  emigrations  from  Eu- 
rope: "  We  cannot  fupprefs  our  aftonifliflient,"' 
they  fay,  "  that  a  Britifli  parliament  ihould 
**  ever  confent  to  eftablifli  a  religion  which  has 
**  deluged  your  iiland  in  blood,  and  difperled 
"  impiety,  bigotry,  perfecution,  murder,  and 
*'  rebellion  through  every  part  of  the  world." 
Declaring  that  the  view  of  miiiifters  in  endea- 
vouring to  tax  America  at  pleafure  was  merely 
to  draw  fuch  immenfe  fums  into  the  royal  cof- 
fers as  would  render  the  king  independent  of 
parliament,  and  that  a  fuccefsful  conteft  would 
be  attended  with  no  other  confequence ;  they 
demanded,  as  the  means  of  reftorine  harmpny^ 
to  be  placed  in  the  fame  fituation  they  were  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  war. 
Adarcfs  to      The  addrefs  to  the  colonifls  contained  a  re* 
Jlies?^''"     capitulation  of  all  the  ads  of  the  Briliih  go* 
vernment,  againft  w  hich  exceptions  were  taken; 
a  review  of  the  condud  of  the  American  go* 
vernors ;  a  vindication  of  the  proceedings  at 
New  York  and  Bofton;  and  a  general  rehearftl 
of  late  grievances*    The  a^  for  the  goYemmcnt 
of  Quebec  was  ftigmatiaed,  and  every  political 
•*-  and 
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and  religious  prejudice  invoked  as^inft  it.  crap^ 
From  this  detail,  as  well  as  from  authentic  in--  ^^. 
tdligence  receivedy  the  congrefs  inferred^  as  an  1774* 
indubitable  pofition,  tliat  a  refolution  ivas 
formed,  and  tlien  carrying  into  execution,  to 
extinguifh  the  freedom  of  the  colonies  by 
fubjeSing  them  to  a  defpotic  government 
Though  the  ftate  of  affairs,  they  proceeded  to 
obferve,  would,  juftify  other  fneafdrei^  yet 
weighty  reafous  induced  the  preference  of  thofc 
they  had  adopted.  Then  recapitulating  the 
refolutions  they  had  taken,  they  enforced  the  ' 
neceffity  of  obierving  them,  and  frequently  al- 
luded to  the  probability  of  forcible  refiftance ; 
advifing  the  people  to  extend  their  views  to  the 
moft  unhappy  events,  and  to  be  prepared  for 
every  contmgency.  The  addreis  concluded 
in  the  genuine  (lyle  of  puritanical  cant,  by  an 
earned  entreaty  that  tiie  people  would,  above 
ail  things,  with  devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of 
heart,  and  amendment  of  life,  humble  them- 
felves,  and  implore  the  favour  of  Almighty 
God;  whofe  divine  goodnefs  was  fervently 
befougfat  to  take  them  into  his  gracious  pro- 
tection. V 

After  the  abufd  lavifhed  in  the  foregoing  MArthyo 
tddreffes  on  the  Canadians,  and  the  malevo-  ofcCbcc. 
lence  employed  in  raifing  prejudices  againft 
their  religion  and  laws,  it  appears  furprizing 
to  find  them  invoked  as  friends  and  fellow  ci-  ^^^  oa« 
tizens  to  join  the  colonies,   and  fend  denu^ 
ties  to  the  next  congrefs.    They  were  told  tnat 
the  conilitution  beflowed  on  them  by  parlia^*    , 
ment  was  %  violation  of  the  king's  promife  at 
the  peace ;  that  Britiih  rights  ought  to  have 
been  in  juftice  fubilituted  for  gallic  jurifpru- 
dence.     Liberty  of  confcience  in  religion  was 
Itated  to  be  a  right  of  nature^  for  which  they 
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CHAP,  were  not  at  all  obliged  to  the  aft  of  parliament  { 
xxin.    f^j.  jf  jg^^yg  divine  and  human  could  fecure  it 


«774-  againil  the  delpotic  attacks  of  wicked  men, 
it  was  fecure  before.  Thefe  principles  were 
inforced  by  artful  citations  from  foreign  M'ri- 
ters,  particularly  Montefquieu  afid  Beccariat 
and  recommended  by  infidious  appe:als  to  th^ 
love  of  glory,  fo  prevalent  in  the  French  cha- 
rafter.  On  an  union  with  th^  other  coloniesi 
the  people  of  Quebec  were  told,  would  depend 
the  alternative  of  being  governed  pud  pro- 
tefcled  by  juft  and  equitable  laws,  or  fubjefied 
to  all  the  evils  of  thcEnglifli  conftitution,  and 
French  government ;  thefe  wer^  enumerated  in 
formidable  array  ;  the  inquifition  and  the  ex- 
cife;  partial  judges,  and  arbitrary  governors; 
privileges  and  immunities  dependent  ontlie 
fmiles  or  frowns  of  a  minifter,  lettres  de 
cachet,  iails,  dungeons,  and  oppreflive  fervice, 
M'ere  diiplayed  as  tl^e  apparatus  of  a  govern- 
ment no  lefs  abfolute.  than  that  of  the  defpots 
of  Alia  ox  Africa* 
s<thoa.  The  petition  to  the  king,  after  enumerating 
pMjtioa  to  ^11  their  grievances,  fome  of  M'hich  were  of  a 
*"*'  fpecific,  others  of  a  general  nature,  prefumed, 
that  to  a  fovereign  whp  "  gloried  in  the 
^^  name  of  Briton,"  the  bare  recital  muft 
juftify  the  loyal  fubje6ts  who  fled  to  the  foot  of 
his  throne,  and  implored  his  clemency  for  pro- 
tection. They  attributed  all  the  difirefles,  dan- 
gers, fears,  and  jealoulies,  M'bich  overwhelmed 
ih(  colonies  with  afttidtion,  to  the  deftrudiive 
fyftem  of  colonial  adminiftration,  adopted  fincc 
the  coucluiion  of  the  M^ar.  "  Had  our  crea* 
*'  tor,",  they  did,  "  been  pleafed  to  give  us 
"  exidence  in  a  land  of  flavery,  the  fenfe  of 
"  our  condition  might  have  been  mitigated  by 
"  ignorai^ce  and  habit.     But  ths^nks  be  to  his 

"  adorgjbl^ 
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•*  adorable  goodnefs,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  chap. 
'*  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  J^^* 
**  the  aufpices  of  your  royal  anceftors,  whofe  ^r?^ 
"  family  was  feated  on  the  Britiih  throne,  to 
"  refcue  and  fecure  a  pious  and  gallant  nation 
"  from  the  popery  and  defpotifm  of  a  fuperfti- 
"  tious  and  inexorable  tyrant.''  Feeling  as 
men,  and  thinking  as  they  did,  filence  would 
be  difloyalty,  and  as  the  king  enjoyed  the  lig- 
nal  diftinftion  of  reigning  over  freemen,  the 
language  of  freemen  could  Bot  be  difpleafing, 
but  his  indignation  would  rather  fall  on  thofe 
defigning  and  dangerous  men  who  daringly 
interpofed  between  him  and  his  faithful  fub- 
jefts,  and  who  for  feveral  years  pad  had  been 
inceffantlv  employed  in  diflblving  the  bonds  of 
fociety,  aoufing  his  majefty's  authority,  profe- 
cuting  the  mod  dangerous  and  irritating  pro- 
je&s  of  oppreflion,  and  accumulating  on  the 
petitioners  injuries  too  fevere  to  be  any  longer 
tolerable.  Such  fentiments,  they  faid,  were 
extorted  from  hearts  that  would  much  rather 
bleed  in  the  king's  fervice.  The  charges  of 
Ae  admifiifiration  of  juftice,  andthefupportof 
civil  government,  they  faid,  had  been  always 
fufficiently  provided  for;  the  conftitutional 
miHtiaaf  were  fufficient  for  proteftion  of  the 
colonies  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  war  they 
would  always  be  willing,  when  conftitutionally 
required,  to  make  ftrenuous  efforts  in  granting 
fupplies  and  railing  forces ;  thefe  proofs  of  at- 
tachment were  equally  honourable  to  the 
prince  who  received,  and  the  people  who  ten- 
dered them,  the  petitioners  prized  the  privilege 
of  fo  expreffing  their  attachment  too  highly 
ever  to  refign  it  to  any  body  of,  men  on  earth, 
and  they  doubted  not  that  the  purity  of  their 
i&tention,  and  the  integrity  of  their  condudl, 
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would  juftify  them  at  th>t  grand  tribunal  be- 
fore which  all  mankind  muft  fubmit  to  judg- 
ment  They  afked  only  for  peace,  liberty,  and 
fjifety ;  not  defiring  a  <Umtnution  of  the  prero- 
gative! Of  the  grant  of  a  new  right ;  the  royal 
authority  over  theni,  and  the  ccmnedion  with 
Oreat  Britain,  they  would  always  carefully  and 
ajealoufly  fupport  and  maintain.  They  pre- 
fented  wieir  petition  only  to  obtain  redrew  of 
grievances,  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealounes, 
occafioned  by  a  fyAeui  of  (latutes  and  regula- 
tions adopted  fince  the  war»  which  they  enu- 
merated by  recapitulating  all  the  acts  affecting 
America,  and  then,  appealing  to  that  Behig 
who  fearches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  crea- 
IHires,  foleranly  profeffed  Uiat  their  councils  had 
been  influenced  hy  no  other  motive  than  a^ 
dread  of  impending  deftru^jon. 

This  petition  Mas  tranfmitted  to  the  colo- 
nial agents,  with  inftru6lions,  aiter  delivering 
it  into  the  king's  hands,  to  make  it  public 
through  the  prefs,  together  with  their  lift  oi 
^ievances,  and  to  circulate  as  early  as  pollible 
their  addrefs  to  the  people,  through*  all  the 
trading  cities  and  manufaduring  towns. 

Aftee  thefe  proceedings  they  diflfolved, 
having  firftpaiTed  a  refolution  for  convening  a 
new  congre4  on  the  tenth  of  May. 

The  proceedings  of  congrefs  and  the  general 
tenor  of  their  refolutious,  evidently  indicated 
that  a  plan  of  hofiiltty  and  feparation  from  the 
mother-country  was  profoundly  meditated, 
and  unremittingly  puruied  by  thofe  who  pof- 
fefled  the  greateft  influence,  and  whofe  exer- 
tions gave  a  colour  to  all  the  proceedings. 
Moft  of  the  refolutions  adopted,  and  the  ge- 
neral tenor,  as  well  as  many  marked  expreffions, 
id  the  ai&ciatiou>  addrelfea,  ana  petittons, 
.    -  pointed 
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pointed  decidedly  to  refiflance  and  independ^  CitAK 
ence :  even  tlie  Uudious  and  laboured  manner  JJJJJJ; 
in  which  thofc  views  were  verbally  renounced^  177*^ 
while  they  were  really  purfaed,  muft  contribute 
to  enforce  aconvidiion  that  the  expreflions  of 
loyalty  and  fubmifiion  were  intended  only  to 
conceal  fentiments  diaofietrically  oppofite.  Fet* 
tered  as  fome  of  the  members  of  congrefs  were 
by  the  inftru6tions  of  their  conftituents^  many 
of  which  enjoined  them  to  purfue  none  but 
proper,  prudent,  and  lawful  meafurea,  they 
could  not  openly  advance  their  claims^  and 
were  therefore  obliged  to  afliime  fuch  a  mode 
of  conduct  as  woulcl  fecure  the  greateft  fliare 
of  popularity,  and  diffufe  the  fmalleft  portion 
of  alarm.  Even  in  the  bofom  of  the  congreft 
that  unanimity  did  not  prevail  which  is  indi- 
cated in  the  publication  of  their  proceedinirs : 
the  mcafures  recommended  by  fome  of  the  de- 
magogues were  too  violent,  and  the  principles 
advanced  in  their  fuppoit  too  daring  to  be 
adopted  by  all  the  members ;  ^  hence  it  fre- 
quently appears  on  the' Journals  that  lirenuoB^ 
debates  w^re  maintained ;  queftiona  adjourned, 
and  reports  recommitted :  the  effeft  of  the(e 
difagreements  was,  however,  prevented  from 
reaching  the  public,  by  an  aitiiice  of  the  leaders 
of  the  repubhcun  party,  who,  before  any  bufi-r 
nefs  was  jiroceeded  on,  perfuaded  the  oth^ 
members  to  bind  themfelves  in  an  agreement 
that  their  names  iliould  be  fubforibed  to  whalS 
ever  might  be  decided  by  a  majority,  and  no 
proteft  or  diffent  appear  on  the  minutes.^   Two 

'  The  exceprioD  of  rice  in  the  aUbciation  if  aa  mftance  of  the  wd^ 
4ntt  of  the  leaders  of  congrelft,  in  managing  individaai  JttttteAi. 
and  fupprefling  oppofition.  The  article  wat  ac  Arft  framed  wkboat 
any  exception,  but  the  delegates  from  Carolina  i'nfifting  that  their 
oonlHtuenu  would  be  rained,  and  threatening  to  ablent  theafelv^ 
vnki$  a  modification  were  devifedf  occafioned  the  ridiculout  >ntci^> 

Si>latioa  of  the  words  except  rice  to  Europe^  in  an  agrBCinent  ibrb«d« 
iag  esportft  to  Great  Bi itain  and  Ireland, 

u  3  parties 
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CHAP«  parties  were  formed  at  the  beginning  of  Ae 
^2^2^  fittings:  the  one,  confifting  of  men  of  loyal 
«774*  principles,  and  poffeffed  of  confiderable  for- 
tunes, who  had  no  intention  but  that  of  can- 
didly and  clearly  defining  American  rights  and 
chaiters,  and  explicitly  and  dutifully  petition- 
ing for  redrefs  of  grievances;  thefe  meaning  to 
do  only  fuch  things  as  were  reafonablc  and 
juft,  were  open  and  ingenuous.  The  other  party, 
compofed  of  congregational  and  prefby terian 
reprefentatives,  men  of  bankrupt  fortunes,  and 
overwhelmed  in  debt  to  Britifti  merchants, 
were  defirous  to  tlirow  off  all  fubordination  and 
connexion  with  Great  Britain;  they  endea- 
voured, by  every  fifiion,  falfchood,  and  fraudi 
to  delude  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  to 
reduce  government  to  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  and 
incite  the  ignorant  and  vulgar  to  arms,  for  the 
purpofe  of  eftablifhing  independence:  thefe 
men  were  fecret  and  hypocritical,  and  cflTaycd 
•  every  art  to  conceal  their  intentions.  Thefe 
parties  held  each  other  in  check  for  fome  time; 
but  at  length  the  demagogues  triumphed;  the 
Jaflitude  attending  a  perpetual  fyftem  of  de- 
fence, and  tlie  unwillingnefs  continually  to 
impute  principles  which  were  conftantly  denied, 
diminiflied  their  aleitnefs,  while  the  temper 
infufed  into  the  populace,  the  frequent  mef- 
fages  from  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Malfa* 
chuffet's  Bay,  and  the  examples  daily  exhibit- 
ed, of  tarring  and  feathering  obnoxious  per- 
fons,  gave  additional  fpirit  to  the  violent,  and 
increafed  the  timidity  of  the  moderate  party. 

These  differences  of  opinion,  and  neceflities 
of  conciliation,  account  for  fome  incongruities 
in  the  proceedings.  The  declaration  of  righti 
is  a  flrong  inftance;  it  is  founded  at  once  on 
the  laws  ^f  nature,  thofe  of  fociety,  and  royal 

chaitcrs, 
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charters,  profclfts  at  once  a  duty  of  obedience,  cn  a  p. 
and  right  of  fclf-govcrnment;  avows  a  depend-  ^|ij^ 
ence  on  Britifh  afts  of  parliament,  to  the  pe-  177^ 
riod  of  the  (Colonization  of  America,  yet  denies 
the  right  of  the  mother-country  to  a  fubfe- 
quent  power  of  legiilation.  It  would  refult 
from  thefe  principles,  that  colonies  planted  at 
different  periods  were  fubje^s  in  different  de- 
grees, and  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
repealing  one  of  tlie  ancient  ilatutes,  could  not 
jfive  force  to  the  repeal  in  America,  without 
feparately  confulting  each  of  the  governments. 
The  chartera  were  appealed  to  as  the  bafis  of 
rights,  and  yet  fuch  of  them  as  appointed  ai\ 
independent  legiflative  council  were  to  be 
abrogated  as  derogatoiy  to  the  rights  of  na- 
ture. The  petition  to  the  king  was  merely  an 
infidious  mockery;  the  profelfions  of  loyalty 
were  not  calculated  to  give  the  fovereign  af- 
furances  of  peaceable  domination,  but  to  vin- 
dicate the  petitioners  from  well  merited  charges 
of  difaffeition,  without  renouncing  the  mode 
of  conduct  by  which  thofe  charges  were  incur- 
red. The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  America 
breathes  a  fpirit  of  hollility  and  refiftance  alone; 
that  to  the  Canadians  difcovers  the  deepeft  and 
moft  inveterate  malignity  againft  Great  Britain, 
and  is  replete  with  mean  artifices  to  cajole  the 
people  into  difaffeftion:  the  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  is  of  the  fameorder,  tend- 
ing to  difleminate  alarms  and  jealoufies,  and 
create,  by  means  of  terror,  intereft,  or  policy,  a 
party  favourable  to  tlie  American  caufe.  Tlieir 
committees  M'cre  always,  compofcd  of  the  moft 
fiery  republicans,  which  may  account  for  the 
extent  and  prefumption  of  fome  of  their  claims, 
fueh  as  thofe  of  repealing  all  the  a6ts  made  to 
affect  them  fince  the  peace,  of  infifting  on  a 
M  4  change 
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CHAP,   change  of  miuifters,  and  of  obtaining  every  de* 
^^   mand  without  the  leaft  conceffion  or  promife  of 
» V+«     reparation  for  the  wrong  avowedly  committed,' 
Yet  whatever  arts  were  ufed  in  conciliation,  or 
whatever  advantages  gained  in  debate,  the  ge- 
neral congrefs  feemed  fo  little  likely  tograti^, 
in  their  utmoft  extent,  the  wiilies  of  the  leadeis, 
that  it  was  on  the  point  of  feparating  witliont 
pafTmg  a  refolution  to  re-ailemble,  until  Silaa 
Deane,  one  of  the  members  for  Connedicut, 
without  previous  communication,  introduced 
the  propofition/ 
Eflfeasof       After  the  feparation  of  congrcfi,  the  mid- 
Lreii?"'     ^^^  ^°^  fouthern  colonies,  where  infuboidina- 
tion  had  before  made  but  little  progrefs,  ap- 
peared actuated  by  the  lame  fpirit  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  New  En&^land.     The  intention  of 
military  refiftance  was  openly  avowed  and  che- 
rilhed;  the  militia  were  afliduoufly  drilled,  and 
arms  were  provided  with  great  induftry  and 
Royal  pro-  perfcverencc.     On  the  information  of  the  dif- 
damation.  f^y^j^^  govemors,  the  miniftry  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  forbidding  the  ex- 
port of  warlike  llores ;  but  this  prohibition  pro- 
duced only  a  greater  degree  of  eagerneis,  and 
fome  riots.     Mills  and  manufa6lories  were  efia- 
bliilied  for  the  ftrudure  of  arms  and  compofi- 
tion  of  gunpowder,  and  premiums  were  offered 
for  the  produftion  of  falt-petre. 
infumc-        On  tlie  proclamation  reaching  Rhode  Ifland, 
Rhode       ^01*^7  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  ciown 

IHuid. 

•  This  account  is  derived  from  the  journal  of  iiR>c6edin|ft  of  con* 
grefsy  and  extracts  from  the  votety  Sec.  Philaoelphia,  |>nntcd  j  re- 
printed by  AJmon,  London^  1775.  Alfo  fixmi  fcverai  trads»  both 
American  and  Englilh,  particularlyy  '*  What  think  ye  of  the  cob- 
l^fs  now  r'* — Galloway's  trads — and  Tucker's  fifth  tra£t  on  Ame- 
rican fubjefls. 

f  Prom  private  information,  by  one  who  had  die  faft  from  B3m 
Deane.  ^  .- 

.    ^  were 
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were  fcized,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  pre-  en  af. 
venting  them  from  falling  into  the.  hantb  of  ^^}^ 
the  king's  troops,  and  the  declaration  was  ac-     s774« 
companied  with  a  threat  of  refiftance,  fhould 
the  recovery  be  attempted.    The  affembly  of 
the  province  fandioned  thefe  proceedings,  by 
paffing  refolutions  for  procuring,  at  the  public 
expence,   arms  and  military  ftores,   and  for 
training  the  militia. 

Th£  proclamation  alfo  occalioned  an  infur-  14111  Dec 
region  m  New  Uampiliire,  wliere  a  number  of  ^**' 
aimed  men  furprized  a  fmall  fort,  called  William  luj^ 
and  Mary,  imprifoned  the  garrifon,  confiding  iuit. 
only  of  an  officer  and  five  men,  and  did  not 
releafe  them  till  they  obtained  poflfeflion  of  the 
ordnance,  gunpowder,  and  military  fiores.^ 

f  In  this  chapter*  reference  hat  been  had  to  the  papen  laid  befora 
parliament^  the  periodical  publications^  Almon**  collection  of  papeia, 
aod  Ronembranoer  %  SleJman,  Andrewa,  and  Ramfayi  the  htdorf 
of  lord  North'9  adminiHralion,  and  a  gnat  variety  of  tmgle  aai 

panphletfi. 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTV-FOURTU.' 

1774, 

|f7cm  of  government  and  oppq/f/jon.^^Inde^ 
pendency  the  real  aim  of  the  Americans,--' 
Effect  of  corrofpondhfg  cornmhtee^.—Of 
ihejiroccedings  in  Majjachujfefs  Bay.  -^Of 
the  acquijition  of  Canada.  —  Of  the  proceed- 
ings of  congrejjf.  — Of  the  efforts  ofoppofh 
^ion.  —  Of  the  acts  of  lajl  fejfion.  —  Of  tk 
debates  oh  them.  —  Error  of  cenjidering  iht 
tax  on  tea  tlie  real  cauf^  of  diJiHrbances.-^ 
Fir  ft  effects  of  the  Bojhn  port  act. — Pulh 
licatiens  in  England.  —  Irre/blutiofi  of  mi- 
^i/^^y-  — Di/folution  of  parliament.  —  Tcjl$ 
propofcd. — Charaders  of  leading  men: — the 
lord  Chancellor  —  lord  Mansfield  —  kti 
Sandicick  —  lord  HUljhorough — lord  G^^ 
^r  —  lord  Dartmouth.  —  Lords  in^  oppofi- 
tio?i:  —  lord  Chatham  —  the  marquis  of 
Uockingham  —  the  duke  of  Richmond— 
iord  Shelburne  —  lord  Camden  —  the  dukat 
of  Devonjhire  and  Portland.  —  Principal 
^lembers  of  the  lower  houfe :  —  Mr.  Higbf 
-^Sir  Gilbert  Elliott'^ Sir  Grey  Cooper 
•—  3/r^  Dundas  —  Mr.  Jeiikinfon  —  Mr. 
Thurlozv  —  Mr.  IVeddcrburne. — Oppojition: 
—  Serjeant  Glynn  —  JWr.  Diinniiig  -^  Sir 
George  Saville^—Mr.  Burke-^Mr.  Charln 
Fox. 

CHAP.  A  s  we  are  now  entering  on  the  period  when 
xnv.  -^  Greai  Britain  Mas  about  to  commence  a 
^74.  fcvere  and  archious  conteft,  it  will  be  proprt 
^ovnn-*  briefly  to  review  the  motives  and  principles  of 
m7n7"nd  aj^ion  OH  Ciicli  fide,  to  coniidcr  the  means  of 
ppiiii,fition.  iuforniatioA 
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mformalion  which  government  poffeffed,    or  CHAP3 
might  have  obtained,  to  examine  the  theories  ^^^ 
and  arguments  of  oppofition,  and  to  delineate     *77+. 
the  chief  political  charafters  who   fupported 
and  oppugnetl  the  meafiires  of  adminiftration. 

The  thin  veil  with  which  the  Americans  ThcAmcn 
covered  their  defigns,  rendered  only  a  fmall  ^^1^^^ 
degree  of  penetration  neceffary  to  difcover  that  pendencyC 
abibhite  independence  was  the  aim  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders,  that  they  contemplated  a  revolu- 
tion a.H  a  glorious  era,  and  were  prepared  ra- 
ther to  plunge  their  country  into  the  hoiTorS 
of  civil  war,  than  renounce  their  favourite  pro- 
ject Hence  their  complaints  of  grievances 
were  clamorous,  frequent,  and  fpecific,  while 
their  profeffions  of  attachment  and  loyalty 
were  merely  general,  and  attended  with  no  pre* 
cile  offers  of  conciliation  or  fatisfaftion.  The 
range  of  complaint  comprized  in  their  late  pe* 
tltions  and  addrefles,  extended  beyond  the  poffi- 
ble  hope  of  royal  interpofition  or  parliamentary 
redrefs:  no  body  of  men  who  had  formed  or 
fupported  any  adminiftration  fince  1 764,  efcap-  * 

ed  cenfure,  nor  could  any  party  attempt  con- 
ciliation, without  dereliction  of  fome  principle, 
or  the  eftablilhment  of  fome  claim  derogatory 
to  the  intereftand  honour  of  the  country.  Nor 
was  cordial  conciliation  probable  on  any  terms; 
the  hour  of  feparation  from  the  dominion  of 
parent  land  was  anticipated  with  anxiety; 
America,  flattered  by  political  prophets,  proud 
of  her  ftrengtli,  her  extenfive  domain,  her 
wealth  and  population,  undoubtedly  increaf- 
ing,  though  greatly  exaggerated  by  the  dema- 
gogues, and  flufhed  with  eager  hope  of  aug- 
menting her  fubje6ls  by  immenfe  emigrations 
from  Europe,  bore  with  impatience  the  yoke  of 

fubjedion, 
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CRAP,  fubjedioti,  and  made  ftrcnuous  exertions  to  ac* 
3UCIT.    celerate  the  period  of  cmaocipation. 
f774-         The  union,  by  means  of  correl]>onding  com*^ 
'^^l^   mittees,    effe^ed  among  the  colonit»,  was  ^^ 
pending     death  blow  to  the  authority  of  Britain;  the 
•••»»*•     Americans  were  ienfible  of  the  advantage,  and 
as  foon   as  the  co-operation  of  all  parts  of 
the  contment  was  infured,  advancecl   bolder 
claimsi  difcuffed  broader  principles  of  govern- 
ment, and  affumed,  with  lefs  difguife,  the  port 
and  mien  of  defiance.     The  references  made  in 
Iheir  declaration  to  the  vighti  of  nature,  the 
intimation  that  like  thehr  anceftors,  they  pro- 
ceeded before  the  adoption  of  other  meafure» 
to  ftate  their  grievances  and  their  rights,  and 
their  frequent  exhortations  to  arms,  all  prove 
that  plans  of  revolution  and  reiiftance  were  al* 
ready  meditated   and  digefted.      Motives  of 
camm^n  fafcty,  when  they  had  once  alfumed 
an  hoftile  polition,  cemented  the  jarring  in- 
tcrelts  of  the  feveral  colonies,  and  for  the  time 
fubdued  their  inveterate  jealoufies. 
Ofthepro^      TiiE  proceedings  in  the  different  provinces 
SSctt  f  A^^cially  MaflacSuffct's  Bay,  before  the  meet- 
ftt^^fiay.    ing  ofcongrefs,  were  calculated  to  alanii  the 
government  of  Great  Britain.     Already  had 
the  legiflators  avowed  that  they  knew  of  no 
authority  in  the  mother-country  to  colleft  a 
revenue,  and  that  fiibniifiion  to  afts  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  England,  was  an  inadvertence 
vhich  ought  to  be  cqrrefted  :  thefe  preteniions 
'  had  been  fupported  by  violence,   tumult,    and 
defiance;  nor   did  mcafures  of  fevcrity  pro- 
duce the  dcfired  effeft;  refiftance  only  became 
more  general,  and  tlic   caufe  of  government 
more  hopelefs. 
Of  theac-       A  CONTEST  With  thc  colouics  couW  not  be 
L^u""^  advantageous  to  Great  Britain;  a  faUure  in 
•  .  the 
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liie  ultimate  obje6l  would  be  attended  with   chap. 
great  lofe  and  difgrace,  and  fucceft  m^ould  only   J™^^ 
produce  difafiers  and  damages  in   a  valued     tjf^^* 
■piember  of  the  empire,    which  muft,  in  the 
^vent  of  a  pacification,  be  repaid  to  the  injury 
of  the  whole  body.      By  acquiring  the  do* 
minion  of  Canada,  Great  Britain,  in  faft,  pro- 
moted the  American  revolution ;  fo  many  fub- 
jefts,  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  independence, 
feeling  their  own  force,  and  exempt  from  every 
fear,    would   not  be  reftrained   by    a  diftant 
power,  whofe  proteftion  they  no  longer  needed, 
and  whofe  fway  they  regar<led  as  tyrannical. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Britilli  ponftitution  is  un-  ofAcpro- 
favourable  to  thofe  ftrong  and  prompt  mea-  2*^!!J|J**^ 
fures  which  could  fuddenly  check  and  prevent  ^*'^*^*' 
impending  revolution.  Had  the  government 
been  delpotic,'  and  the  behefts  of  the  fovereign 
the  only  rule  of  law,  the  Americans  mi^ht  have 
been  retained  in  fubjeftion ;  but  while  their 
complaints  and  petitians  were  daily  difcuffed 
in  every  form,  and  in  all  focieties,  M'hile  their 
agents  were  occupied  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom in  conciliating  the  people  to  their  preten- 
iions,  their  caufe  could  never  fail  in  gaining 
new  partizans.  The  boldneft  of  a  claim  to  li- 
berty always  finds  admirers  and  advocates  in 
England ;  the  recollection  of  their  own  ftrug- 
gles  excites  fympathy  in  Britifli  hofoms,  and 
a  iimilar  conteft,  however  unjuftly  commenced, 
or  iniquitoufly  purfued,  will  be  fecure  of  ad- 
herents. Many  of  their  complaints  were  not 
devoid  of  plaulibiltty,  and  many  of  their  pre- 
tenfions  were  well  founded  in  abftrafl;  theory, 
however  repugnant  the  whole  mafs  of  their 
claims  might  be  to  any  praftical  fyftem.  The 
extent  of  difafFe^ion  and  progrefs  of  refiftance, 
i^ndered  inevitable  fome  meafures,  the  com- 
plaints 
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CHAP,  plaints  againft  wliicli,  could  be  fupported  bf 
^ociy-    arguments,  drawn  from  the  fundamental  prin- 
1774-     ciples  of  the  Britiili  conftitution.  '  Miniften 
who,  at  fuch  a  crifis,  fliould  negleft  ftrong  mea- 
fures,  would  be  liable  to  reprehenfion,   but  it 
mull  ever  aftbrd  caufe  of  regret,  when  the  tur- 
bulence and  violence  of  the  times  render  any 
deviation  from  thofe  principles  abfolutely  ne* 
ceifary  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  go- 
vernment. 
Of  the  The  eflForts  of  oppofition  in  the  late  feffion 

•5°?^°^  of  parliament,  did  not  benefit  the  Americaa 
caufe  fo  much  m  Lngland  as  m  America;  the 
adduftion  of  arguments  in  their  favour  in  the 
very  fenate  of  the  country,  whofe  intereft  was 
fuppofed  to  confift  in  oppofing  them,  gave  nev 
animation  to  their  partizans.  Yet  the  efforts 
of  oppofition  were  not  calculated  to  amend,  if 
it  was  erroneous,  the  conduct  of  the  rainifter. 
The  fyftem  of  parliamentary  oppofition  is  ge- 
nerally withjuftice  deemed  a  conteft  for  power, 
in  which  members,  for  the  fake  of  diftreffing 
the  minillry,  and  acquiring  popularity,  will 
affume  a  latitude  in  difcuffion,  and  avow  prin- 
ciples which  do  not  form  the  bafis  of  praAical 
government.  Their  advice  is  never  taken  as 
lincerely  intended  for  the  advantage  of  the 
minifter,  but  as  an  attempt  to  render  his  pro- 
ceedings odious,  by  Ihewing  that  they  might 
have  been  more  m  ife  and  jult. 
ofiheaaa  The  general  concurrence  with  which  the 
oHaftia-  B^-(^Qj^  pQj.|^  a6t  was  pafled,  and  the  animated 
declarations  by  feveral  menibers  of  oppofition, 
that  fevere  mcafures  of  caftigation  were  ne- 
cellary  againft  the  town  of  Bofton,  were  cal- 
culated, thougli  perhaps  not  intended,  to  iwif- 
lead  the  miniiter.  In  vain  would  that  meafure 
have  been  fanctioned,  it  the  charter,  the  Iburco 

of 
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of  all  tHe  cliforclers,  was  left  unaltered:  or  if  char 
men  dilpofed  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  caufe  ^^^. 
of  government^  were  delivered  up  unprote6led  1774. 
ifx  the  fury  of  thofe  who  conceived  themfelves 
aggrieved.  Thus  the  two  other  bills  became 
Midifpenfable,  and  the  oppofition  to  their  pro- 
grefs  muft  have  been  regarded  as  a  furprize,  or 
nu>re  probably  a  pftrty  nianoei^ivre,  as  the  peti- 
tions to  parliament,  and  the  protefts  of  the 
lords,  appeared  written  with  a  fyftematic  cont 
curreuce  of  fentiments  in  decrying  every  mea-r 
fare  relative  to  America  fmce  the  ftamp  aft 
was  repealed,  and  the  declaratory  law  enafted, 
and  promifingthe  reftoration  of  tranquillity  if 
the  fai»e  meafures  were  again  purfued.  But  if 
thefe  politicians  were  fincere  in  tliefe  expefta- 
lions,  how  muft  they  have  been  aftonifhed  when 
the  congrefs  declared  their  right  of  exemption 
from  all  afts  palled  fmce  their  colonization? 
How  difconcerted  when,  in  the  enumeration 
of  grievances,  the  declaratory  aft  ftood  pro^ 
minent  on  the  lift,  and  was  alikiled  with  great 
afperity? 

Prophecces  of  refiftance,   when  made  in  ofthe<Je. 
general  terms,  were  not  intitled  to  more  credit  ''ate*  6n 
than  thofe  of  fubmiffion,  if  certain  relief  wer^      "** 
granted;   that  of  Governor  Pownall,'  which 
difplayed  the  means  and  meafures  of  AniericaiiL 
oppofition,  is  remarkable  for  its  truth  in  detail, 
but  contains  no  principle  by  which  govern- 
ment could  afcertain  its  corrednefs,  nor  any 
mark  by  which  it  could  be  diitinguiflied  from 
an  imperfe6l  information  of  certain  fafts,  and 
a  difpofidon  to  pro'gnofticate  what  the  prophet 
rather  wilhed  than  expeded.     All  members  ac- 
*|uainted  with  America,  whether  adherents  of 

*  See  page  107  of  this  volume.  «' 

tniniftry 
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CHAK  miDiftry  or  oppofition,  concurred  that  no  la* 
^^j^    tive  militaiy  force  could  refift  the  troops  of 
'  S774*     Britain:  this  would  have  been  an   impolitie 
and  cowardly  motive  for  urging  hoftilities,  IhA 
it  was  furely  a  good  ground  for  concluding  that 
a  defperate  and  impolitic  oppofition  to  legid 
authority,  would  not  be  maintained  with  per- 
feverance:  the  unimportance  of  the  fuppofed 
caufeof  conteft,  and  the  certainty  exprefled 
by  lord  North,  that,  on  a  fliew  of  fubmiffion, 
conciliatoiy  meafures  would  be  adopted,  muft 
alfo  have  contributed  to  iniprefs  a  belief  that 
the  Americans  would  not  ri(k  a  conflifl  fo  def- 
perate and  unequal. 
Error  of         It  was  a  great  error  both  in  miniftry  and  op- 
confidcring  pofition  to  regard  the  tea  tax  as  the  caufe  of 
tea  thermal  the  American  difturbances;  it  was  indeed  the 
ewfcof      point  on  which  the  conteft  with  Great  Britain 
^gy^      was  to  be  raifed,  but  not  the  repeal  of  that  tax, 
or  any  other  jneafure,  fave  fuch  a  general  fyftem 
as  would   leave  to  the  mother-country   only 
a  nominal  fovereignly,  would   have  reftorcd 
tranquillity.     In  their   demands   on  govern- 
tnen^  they  avowed  the  full   extent  of  this 

{principle,  and  in  marking  the  line  of  their  vo- 
^  untaiy  fubjedion,  referved  aground  for  future 

'.  cavil,   by  declaring  they  would  fubmit  only 
to  fuch  afts  as  were  bonajide  intended  for  the 
regulation  of  their  trade, 
Pfrfteffeat      ^HE  inforrriation  received  from  America  for 
ofthcBof.  fome  time  after  palling  the  Bolton  port  aft^ 
^^^      afforded  the  beft  hopes  of  its  beneficial  eflfi?^s: 
the  non-importation  agreement  recommended 
by  the  people  of  Bofton,  was  faid  to  jje  coldly 
received  in  fome  places,  and  rejected  in  others, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  affiftancethey  obtained 
and  the  refolution  they  expreffed,  their  fpirit 
diffufed  itfelf kmong  the  colonies,  till  iht  general 

congrefe 


OEORGfi    III.  17? 

congrefs  completed  the;  afcendency  of  difaffec-   CH AP^ 
tion.    Some  of  the  governors  gave  hopes  that  ,  ^^: 
the  popular  rage  would  cool,  others  appreciated     4774. 
more  juftly  the  effects  of  a  contagious  enthu- 
fiafm,  and  the  governor  of  South  Carolina,  ia 
particular,  drew  an  alanning,  though  juftjpic- 
ture,  of  the  confequenfes  to  be  expeded  from 
the  diiFufive  fpirit  of  oppofition.** 

So  important  a  crifis  could  not  fail  of  calling  Publi«- 
forth  great  diverfities  of  political  opinion,  £^"2^ 
which  were  detailed  through  the  prefs,  and 
fonned  the  creeds  of  different  parties.  On  one 
hand  the  fupremacy  of  Britifli  authority,  and 
the  right  to  tax  and  coerce  the  colonies  in 
every  cafe  were  afleited ;  on  the  other  it  was 
affirmed,  that  from  the  moment  men  tranft 
planted  themfelves  from  their  native  fliores, 
and  ceafed  to  be  reprefented  in  the  fenate  of 

J»  He  faid,  "  I  obfcrvc  whh  great  concern,  that  this  fpirit  of  op* 
**  poiition  to  taxation,  and  its  confeqiiences,  is  fo  violent,  and  £> 
*'  univer&l  throughout  America,  that  I. am  apprehenfive  it  will  not 
*'  he  loon  or  eafily  appeafed*  The  general  roice  fpeaks  difcontenty 
**  and  ibmetimes  in  a  tone  of  defpair,  as  determined  to  ftop  all  ex^ 
**  ports  to,  and  iimx>rts  from  Great  Britain,  and  even  to  fifence  tk« 
^  courts  of  law,  forefeeing,  but  regardlefs  of  the  ruin  that  muft 
'«  attend  themftlves  in  that  cafe  5  content  to  change  a  comfortable 
**  for  a  pariimonious  life,  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  few  wants  of  na« 
**  ture,  if  by  their  fufferings  they  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  feel. 

<<  This  it  the  language  of  the  moft  violent,  others  think  it  is  go« 
**  ing  too  far  i  and  the  moft  violent  too  olten  orevail  over  Ch«  moft 
"  moderate.  When  man  (hall  in  general  lay  alide  the  hopes  of  getr 
*'  ting  rtcbes,  and  abandon  the  employments  of  agriculture,  com* 
*<  merce,  and  mechanic  labour,  what  tarn  their  letfure  time  under 
**  ftich  circiimftances  may  take,  I  fubmit  to  your  lordihip*s  know-* 
^  ledge  of  hiftory,  and  of  the  human  mind.  Such  fudden  and  great 
<>  changes  in  the  manners  of  an  extended  thriving  people,  among 
«  whom  the  gazettes  are  filled  with  fuch  variety  of  articles  for  luxtt- 
•*  fy,  is  fcarce  credible,  thouj^h  poflibie  ^  but  the  continuance  of  it 
**  very  innprobable.  The  firft  account  of  the  refuh  of  congrefs  at 
**  Philadelphia,  may  reach  your  lordfbips  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
*<  ber.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  true  and  faithful  repiefeo* 
'*<  tation  of  the  difpofition  and  temper  of  the  people,  however  dlf- 
«  agreeable  it  may  appear,  andsto  confide  in  toe  royal  wifdom  for 
*«  the  remedy."  See  governor  Buirs  Letter  to  the  carl  of  Dart-' 
IBcmth,  dated  jtft  July,  1774. 

vol..  "•  w  their 
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CHAP,  their  country,  the  duty  of  obedience  ccaledf 
\S^^  every  aft  of  fovereignity  in  the  parent  ftate 
»774*  was  abfolute  tyranny,  and  ought  to  be  refified. 
Thefe  extreme  doftrines  were  argued  with  great 
Waniith,  but  little  effeft;  their  eftabliihnient 
would  neceflarily  dfpeiid  on  other  refources 
than  mere  words,  and  as  the  writers  drcAv  their 
materials  from  fources  widely  different,  and 
reafoned  from  principles  diametrically  oppo- 
fite,  no  medium  could  be  imagined  by  wnich 
their  opinions  could  be  fo  reconciled,  as  to  form 
a  guide  to  peace  without  dereliftion  of  natiouai 
iionour,  and  what  had  ever  been  coniidered  na- 
tional property. 

The  queftion,  In  what  manner  the  exigency 
of  the  times  ihould  be  encountered?  occafioned 
more  inftruftive  and  interefting  difcuflions. 
Thofe  who  rather  led  than  followed  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  denying  the  authority  of  Great  6ii- 
^ain,  recommended  abjeft  and  total  fubmiflion 
on  the  part  of  the  motber-countiy ;  they  pro- 
pofed  to  withdraw  the  iliips  and  troops  from 
their  ihores,  and  owning  their  right  to  a  fepa- 
rate  government,  receive  with  humility  at  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  were  fo  lately  confidered  as 
fubjefts,  an  amnefty  for  paft  wrongs,  and  a  pre* 
carious  friendflup,  ai^d  conditional  alliance,  in 
future. 

Those  who  were  more  covert  advocates  of 
tlie  caufe  of  American  independence,  who  af- 
fe6led  to  confider  taxation  as  the  only  grie\-ancc 
complained  of,  advifed  a  complete  abandon- 
ment of  all  views  of  revenue,  and  a  reftoration 
of  the  political  relations  of  the  two  countries^ 
as  they  flood  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war.  Tliis 
was  the  falhionable  doftrine  of  parliamentary 
oppofition,  and  was  recommend td  through  tU 
prefs^  by  fentiments  of  peace  and  conciliation) 

and 
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and  by  aflurances  of  retaining  the  greateft,  and  chap. 
mod  eflential  fource  of  Britifli  opulence.  Some  ^!X^j 
differences  prevailed  even  among  thefe  writers,  ■774« 
tefpefting  the  meafures  to  be  adopted,  if  conci- 
liatory eftbrts  failed;  all  appeared  to  confider 
the  thunder  of  Britilh  vengeance  as  infallibly 
fure  to  fti'ike  to  eartli  a  contumacious  fpirit  of 
refiftance,  but  tew  had  the  magnanimity,  like 
lord  Chatham,  to  record  their  opinion  of  its  ex- 
pediency, if  required.  The  progrefs  of  events, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  made  it  apparent,  thai 
no  facriiices  which  Great  Britain  could  make, 
Icfs  than  an  abfolute  dereliftion  of  all  authority, 
would  l3e  attended  with  the  defired  effeft,  and 
therefore  the  counfels  of  this  clafs  of  reafonerd 
were  daily  in  lefs  repute,  and  confidered  as  dif- 
tempercd  fpcculations. 

One  writer  alone,'  well  verfed  in  hiftory, 
commerce,  and  politics,  penetrated  into  the  true 
queftion  in'difpute,  and  the  probable  refuHs: 
he  faw  that  the  ftruggle  was  in  faft  maintained 
for  independence;  a  long  war  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  enable  Great  Britain  to  obtain  her 
former  afcendency,  but  the  expence  of  fuch  a 
conteft  would  more  than  countervail  all  the  ad- 
vantages to  he  derived  from  an  enforced  and 
fallen  fubmiffion,  unaccompanied  with  cordial 
efteem,  or  a  real  defire  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  the  mother-country.  He  eftimated  jnftly 
the  natural  and  legiflative  right  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  expofed  in  ftriking  colours  the  fal- 
lacy of  reafoning,  by  which  American  ingrati- 
tude and  contumacy  were  vindicated :  his  ad- 
vice was  bold  and  decifi ve ;  to  avoid  the  ex-^ 
pence  and  difficulties  of  protrafted  hoftilities^ 
and  the  dangers  of  fpeculative  difcuffiooa^  hj 

•  Dr.  Ticker,  deu  of  GtottccSilf. 

K  <  throwing 
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throwing  off  at  once  the  connexion  with  Ame- 
rica, giving  her  the  independence  flie  coveted, 
and  leaving  her  to  defend,  provide,  legiflate, 
and  form  alliances  for  herfelf.  This  projeft  was 
no  lefs  wife  than  noble;  but  was  utterly  im- 
pra6licable  in  a  deliberative  government,  like 
that  of  Britain,  where  refponfibility  is  attached 
to  advice,  and  M'here  the  people  had  been  taught 
to  affix  fo  high  a  value  on  the  American  con- 
nexion. The  mod  ambitious  and  daring  of 
mankind  would  not  have  ventured  to  accept 
the  fituation  of  minifter,  on  condition  of  en- 
forcing fuch  a  plan. 

The  miniftry  were  fully  imbued  with  the 
opinions,  currently  entertained,  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  America  f  and  feeling,  with  juft  con- 
fcioufnefs,  the  valour  and  refources  of  the  mo- 
ther-country, were  more  ready  to  accede  to  the 
arguments  of  a  fourth  clafs  of  reafoners,  who 
recommended,  that  conceflion  on  the  part  of 
America  ihould  precede  any  effort  at  concilia- 
tion by  Great  Britain.  If  the  focial  compad 
between  the  two  countries  muft  be  new  mo- 
delled, the  mother-country  ihould  have  the  pri* 
vilege  of  difpenfing  her  benevolence,  and  not 
be  compelled,  relu6tantly,  to  concede  extorted 
claims.  Rather  than  be  thus  degraded,  Oie 
ought  to  affume  all  the  terrors  of  indignatiou, 

A  On  this  fubjed,  lord  Dartmouth,  fecretiry  of  ftate  for  the  coI»- 
niet,  ufed  the  following  expreflions,  ir*  a  letter  to  general  Gage,  dztcd 
3d  June,  1774.  ^  The  conftitutional  authority  of  this  kiagdoii 
«  over  its  colonies  mud  be  vindicated,  and  its  laws  obeyed  through* 
*<  out  the  whole  empire.  Not  only  its  dignity  and  reputation,  hot 
>*  its  power,  nay,  its  very  ezitlence  depends  upon  the  prefect  00- 
^<.  mcntj  forihonld  thofe  ideas  of  independence*  which  fomedaa- 
««  f[€rous  and  iU-de(igning  perfons  here  are  artfully  endeavoanag  to 
**  mtlil  into  the  minds  of  the  lcing*s  Amencan  fubjefts,  once  takt 
^  roqt,  that  relation  between  this  kingdom  and  ita  coloniet,  which  ii 
•^  the  bond  of  peace  and  power,  will  loon  ceafe  to  cxifti  and  dofinK* 
<*  tion  muft  follow  difunioo/*  ^ 

refbain 
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rtftrain  the  fadioiis,  awe  the  turbulent,  and  pu-  CH  ap** 
ni/Ji  the  guilty.  v2?J^ 

The  neceflitv   of  recurring  to  arms,  Avas,      1774- 
however,  regarded  with  alarm  and  extreme  re-  J-2[n^of"mi^ 
lu6lance.     Hence  the  niiniftry  temporized,  till  niitry, 
the  fpirit  of  fadion  had  gained  too  great  a 
height  to  be  efFeftually  fuppreffed,   and  dif- 
cordant  fentiments,  relative  to  the  employment 
of  force,  or  the  trial  of  conciliatory  methods 
prevailed  even  in  the  cabinet,  palfied  the  vi- 
gour of  government,  and  gave  an  air  of  inde- 
cifion  to  all  their  proceedings.    Their  feverities 
confequently  failed  to  impart  terror,  and  the 
Americans,  inftead  of  returning  to  their  duty, 
cheerfully  braved  difficulties,  and  even  cAurted 
hoftilities. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  autumn,  the  parliament  ^^}f^' 
was  fuddenly  diffolved.  tion  of  pw- 

.  Before  this  event  tefts  had  been  propofed  lianjent. 
in  many  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  calcu-  pofej/*^ 
lated  to  bind  the  reprefentatives  to  fiipport  or 
refift  certain  meafures:  this  unconftitutional 
and  pernicious  pradice  was  not  general,  and 
was  frequently  rejected,  even  by  thofe  candi-^ 
dates  who  might  be  fuppofed  moft  anxious  for 
popularity.  Wilkes,  who  was  elefted  to  repre^ 
fent  the  county  of  Middlefex,  at  a  meeting  of 
freeholders,  conjun6lively  with  his  colleague, 
ferjeant  Glynn,  propoled  and  figned  a  teft,  con- 
taining moft  of  tne  articles  of  the  popular 
creed.  Although  the  notices  of  eleftion  were 
extremely  fhort,  the  contefts  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom  were  maintained  with  great  fpirit 
Md  perfeverance,  and  many  members  of  tho 
former  parliament  rejected. 

The  houfe  of  lords  contained,  at  this  period,  ChuaAm 

many  members  of  diftinguiflied  abilities;  who  ^J^^* 

If  3  fiipported  "^ 
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CHAP.  Atpported  the  meafures  of  govern oienL    Lor d  . 

J^iv.    Apsley,  afterwards  earl  of  Batburft,  filled  the 
1774^    office  of  chancellor:  he  had  pafTed  through  the 

ckancdbr  ^^'^^"^^  ^^  ^^^  profeffion  With  reputation,  filling 
'  fucceffively  the  pofts  of  folicitor  and  attomfy- 
general  to  Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  and  of 
attorney-general  to  the  princefs  dowager:  in 
1 754  he  was  made  a  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  in  1771  received  the  great  feal, 
after  being  one  of  the  commiffioners  from  the 
death  of  Mr.  Charles  Yorkc.  His  eioquence 
was  clear  and  methodical,  but  his  views  of  po- 
litics were  not  extenfive,  nor  his  exertions  in 
debate  frequent,  or  efientially  ferviceable. 

Lord  William  Earl  or  Mansfielp,  lord  chief 

Mansfield,  juftice  of  the  king's  benfch,  had  long  main- 
tained an  unrivalled  reputation  as  a  lawyer, 
,  and  an  exalted  chara6ler  as  a  fiatefmaB.  He 
was  perfedly  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  and 
conftitution  of  £n&;land,  verfed  in  the  pra£iice 
of  its  laws,  and  enlightened  by  all  the  informa- 
tion neceffary  to  form  a  coniparifon  and  coaec- 
tion  between  them,  and  tlie  bell  of  ajneient  and 
modern  fyftems.  He  obtained  a  feat  in  the 
houfe  of  commpns  itx  the  year  174«,  when  he 
was  in  his  thirty-eighth  year,  his  faculties  no 
lefs  matured  by  experience  than  improved  by 
fludy.  He  commenced  his  parliamentary  ca- 
reer as  a  fupporter  of  lord  Bath's  adpiiuijfl^ratioQ, 
which  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  Mr,  Pitt, 
and  his  eloquence  was  no  le&  celebrated  la  the 
fenate  than  at  the  bar.  His  language  was  na- 
tural, yet  elegant,  arranged  with  method,  and 
applied  with  the  utmofl  ingenuity ;  his  images 
were  often  bold,  always  juft;  his  eloquence 
flowing,  perfpicuous,  convincing,  and  impref* 
JivCt  He  W43  endow^4  with  a  moll  retentive. 
.^  memory, 
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memory,  which  rendered  his  replies  irrefiftible,  eHAF. 
from  tne  facility  of  repelling  the  arguments  of  ^^ 
his  adverfariesy  and  expofing  their  fallacy,  «774- 
weaknefs,  or  abfurdity,  lie  affeded  no  fallies 
of  imagination  or  burfb  of  paffion,  but  made 
his  appeal  rather  to  tlie  reafon  than  the  feel- 
ings, and  did  not  even,  when  attacked,  conde* 
fcend  to  perfonal  abufe  or  petulant  altercation* 
His  fpeeches  were  characterized  by  acutenefsi 
and  recommended  by  clearnefs  and  candour  { 
his  reafoning  introducing  itfelf  fo  eafily  into 
the  minds  of  his  hearers,  as  to  convey  informal 
tion  and  conviction;  occafionally  forming  a 
continual  chain;  and  fometimes  feparated  into 
regular  divifions.  His  manner  was  moderate 
ana  decent,  notprefuming  anddidatorial;  but 
expreflive  of  that  dignity  which,  ariiing  from, 
fujperiority,  does  not  produce  difguft.  lliouffh 
ox  low  ftature,  his  perfon  was  remarkable  ror 
eafe  and  grace;  he  polVelTed  a  piercing  eye,  a 
voice  finely  toned;  his  aCtion  was  at  once  ele- 
gant and  dignified,  and  his  countenance  replete 
with  fire  and  vivacity.  He  fupported  through 
life  the  utmofi  confiilehcy  of  political  condu£t^ 
iiever  courting  popular  applaufe,  fo  liiuch  as 
the  approbation  of  the  wife  and  good,  yet  not 
int'miidated  by  the  appearance  of  danger,  or 
the  fury  pf  party,  from  piirfutng  that  condu^ 
or  enforcing  tho(b  fentiments  which  were  die* 
tated  by  hi3  own  conviftion.  Too  mild  to  be 
the  leader,  too  wife  to  be  the  dupe  of  any  party, 
he  was  believed  to  fpeak  his  own  fenfe  or  pub" 
lie  meafures;  the  houfe  of  lords  paid  greater  de- 
ference to  his  authority  than  to'  that  of  any 
other  individual;  and  he  was  frequently  con- 
fulted  by  the  king.  The  perfpicacious  eye  of 
eavy  ^Qd  jealou^  eould  QQt  eftablifli  a  fault 
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in  his  political  conduft/  and  malignity  was 
reduced  to  the  miferable  refource  of  extorting 
from  his  defcent  the  means  of  ihdireft  implica- 
tion, imputing  to  him  thofe  attachments  and 
principles  by  which  his  relatives  were  influ- 
enced; but  which  he  had  not,  in  his  juridical 
or  fenatorial  capacity,  ever  adopted.  Lord 
Mansfield  was  a  confpicuous  and  conftant  fup- 
porter  of  adminiftration  in  the  American  con- 
teft:  in  the  year  1766,  he  had  delivered  his 
opinions  on  the  fubjeftof  Britiih  authority,  and 
American  refiftance,  in  the  houfe  of  lords^,  and 
the  judgment  he  then  profefled,  appears  always 
to  have  fwayed  him  in  every  fubfequent  crifis." 
Thk  Earl  of  Sandwich,  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  was  a  veteran  in  parliamentary 
conteft,  and  official  employ,  having  taken  his 
feat  in  the  houfe  of  lords  in  1739.  He  joined 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  in  his  oppofition  to  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  continued  with  the  duke 
in  oppofition  to  the  fucceeding  adminiftration. 
On  the  formation  of  the  broad-bottom  mini- 
ftry  in  1744,  he  was  appointed  a  lord  of  the 
admiralty;  and  in  1746,  plenipotentiary  at  the 
coilgrefs  of  Breda,  in  which  charafter,  in  1748, 
he  figned  the  peace  of  Aix-la-ChapeUe.     On 

•  He  was  fevercly  uttacfcod  by  Wilkes,  Junius,  Andrew  Stusit, 
and  others  $  but  even  when  party  rage  was  hiehcfty  their  elibrts  pro- 
duced on]y  a  clamour  pf  the  populace  t  men  of  found  judgmcnr^  is 
rvery  rank  and  of  all  parties,  have  (inee  concurred  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  futility  of  the  acct^fations. 

f  **  Proceed  then^  my  lords'^  he  faid,  «  with  fpirit  and  ^rmnefs, 
**  and  when  you  ihall  have  eftabliihed  your  authority,  it  will  then  be 
^«  time  tp  fliew  your  lenity^'.  See  HoIliday''8  Life  of  Lord  Msm* 
field. 

s  This  delineation  is  derived  froitt  the  chambers  of  lord  Mass- 
, field,  by  bifhop  Newton,  Dr.  Johnfon,  bifhop  of  Wcrcefter,  and 
various  other  authorities  collected  by  HoUiday,  in  hts  Life  of  Lord 
^^sfield,  P*456»  e^  fe^.j  and  from  private  iofbrmatioa, 

.         .     .       '  '       *       hi? 
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his  return  he  was  appointed  firft  lord  of  the  ad-  CH  AP« 
miralty,  and  a  privy  counfellor.  He  was  re-  ^^j 
moved  in  1751,  but  regained  an  official  fitua-  1774-  ' 
tion  in  1755,  when  he  was  conftituted  Joint 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.  He  refigned  this  of- 
fice in  1763,  on  being  nominated  embaflador 
extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Spain,  but  his 
perfonal  fervices  were  not  exerted  in  that  (itua- 
tipn,  and  he  was  again,  in  176s,  appointed  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty.  In  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford's adminiftration  he  held  the  feals  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate;  on  the  dilfolution  of  that  miniftiy, 
in  1765,  was  again  out  of  office  till  1 768,  when 
he  became  joint  poftmafter-general ;  on  the 
termination  of  the  Grafton  adminiftration,  in 
1770,  he  received  the  feals  of  the  home  depart- 
ment, and  in  1771  was  again  appointed  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty.  In  all  his  official  ^tua- 
tions,  lord  Sandwich  difplayed  great  vigour  and 
judgment,  in  introducing  reform,  economy, 
and  activity;  in  the  admiralty  thofe  qualities 
were  peculiarly  required,  as  fmce  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  late  war  great  negligence  had  pre- 
vailed, infomuch  that,  at  the  period  of  the  dif- 
pute  with  Spain,  refpefting  Falkland's  Iflands, 
it  was  much  doubted  whether  the  naval  force 
of  Great  Britain  could  cope  w^th  that  of  the 
Bourbon  family.  The  good  effefi^s  of  lord 
Sandwich's  exertions  were  perceptible  in  1 773, 
when  the  menaces  of  a  Britifh  armament  were 
fufficient  to  deter  France  from  engaging  in  the  . 
war  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte;  but  the 
complete  re-eftabliffiment  of  a  marine  force, 
after  a  long  period  of  indolence,  negligence, 
and  improvidence,  accompanied  M^ith  that  par- 
fimony,  which  incurs  infinitely  more  expence 
than  it  avoids,  was  a  talk  of  great  labour,  and 
fequiied  time  for  its  completion.  The  intro- 
'  duftion 
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CHAP*  duAion  of  care  and  fubordinaiion  in  depart- 
^J*J^    xnentH  where  wafte  and  difregard  of  difcipline 
1774*     had  long  prevailed,  created  many  perfonalene* 
mies,    and  none  of  the  miniftry  experienced 
more  fevere  and  frequent  attacks  than  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty.     In  debate  he  was  ra* 
ther  able  and   intelligent,  than  brilliant  and 
eloquent;  his  arguments  were  ftrongly  pointed, 
and  his  fpeeches  diftinguiilied  for  found  fenfe 
and  appropriate  knowledge.       His   unruffled 
temper  gave  him  great  advantages  in  the  reci- 
tation of  charges,  and  the  houfe  liftened  to  him 
with  great  attention,  from  a  convidion  that 
he  was  not  an  obtrufive  orator,  but  fpoke  only 
when  he  poflefied  elTential  and  exclniive  ia* 
formation.' 
LordHiiif-     The  Earl  of  Hillsborouoh,  though  no 
^^**^*^^'    longer  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies,  coin 
tinned  to  give  his  advice  and  affiftance  totlic 
miniftry.    He  fupported  their  proceedings  with 
zeal,  firmnefs,  and  ability  ;  his  experience  rai- 
dered  him  a  competent  judge  of  the  great  to* 
pics  of  difpute,   a^id  in  debate,  he  rendered 
ready  and  effeftual  fervices. 
^wji  The  meafures  of  government  were  officially 

•  fupported  byEABL  Gower,  lord  prefidentof 
the  council,  who  obtained  a  feat  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  in  1744,  and  ever  fince- that  period 
had  been  a  diftinguifhed  member  of  the  lenate^ 
and  filled  feveral  offices  of  refpeftability :  the 
LoitfDart.  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
wwth.  the  colonies,  who  chiefly  confined  himfelf  to 
the  details  of  office  and  explanations  required 
in  the  courfe  of  debate :  and  for  fome  timeb^v 
the  Duke  op  Grafton,  lord  privy  feal. 

^  Derived  principally  from  memoirs  of  lord  Sao4vicfa«  byifar 
Re?«  Jobfi  Cooke,  M.  A» 

The 
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The  oppofition  was  foimidable  on  account  chap« 
of  acknowledged  talent,  and  the  extenfive  po-  ^j^^^ 
pularity  of  many  of  its  members.  /  1774^ 

Thk  £arl  of  Chatham,  feeming  to  ac*  ^Ji" 
quire  newr  vigour  from  the  importance  of  the  loScElr 
crifis,  was  indefatigable  in  expoling  to  cenfure  *»«• 
the  conduci  of  adminiftration.  His  declining 
fun  ihone  with  meridian  fplendour,  and  never 
were  his  extraordinary  faculties  difplayed 
with  greater  energy  than  during  the  Americaa 
contefL^  The  popularity  and  fuccefs  of  his 
own  adminiftration ;  the  regard  due  to  his 
years,  and  tlie  integrity  of  his  character,  made 
him  the  moft  confpicuous  of  parliamentary 
fpes^er&r  His  obfervations  were  repeated  by 
tne  public  with  the  profonndeft  veneration,  and 
even  his.  opponents  in  parliament  frequently 
mollified  their  difference  of  fentiment,  by  a 
complimentary  tribute  to  his  character  and  abi-> 
lities,  and  a  fort  of  indiredt  apology  for  not  co- 
inciding in  judgment  with  him. 

With  thofe  who  confidered  the  taxation  of  The  mar* 
America  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  exifiing  dif-  ^^^^ 
putes,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  -  ^  *"*' 

'  The  e]o(|uence  an<i  manner  of  the  earl  of  Chatham,  aie  admir- 
ably chara^lerized  in  an  eztraft  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Snllingfleet  to 
Dr.  Dampier,  afterwards  dean  of  Durham,  which  I  did  not  receive 
tiU  the  chapter  relating  the  event  to  which  it  refers  hail  pafTed  through 
the  prcfi.  London,  November  17, 1761,  «<  Mr.  Aldworth  was  at 
««  the  houfc  laft  Frtday.  Pitt  was  greater  than  ever :  he  is  a  moft 
*"  wonderful  manj  I  queftion  whether  there  ever  was  fo  complete 
•<  an  orator  fiacc  Demoftbenes  :  every  attitude,  every  a^ion»  ever^ 
*<  look,  every  tone  of  voice  was  a  mailer- piece,  to  fay  nothing  of  hit 
**  words.  It  was  perhaps  the  moft  ticklim  and  trying  fituation  man 
^  could  be  in  }  yet  he  acquitted  himfelf  alrooft  without  cenfure.  In 
«  fliort  he  may  take  penfions,  and  titles,  and  refign  at  a  critical  junc* 
'*  tore,  and  talk  impmdently  of  guiding,  &c.-— it  is  all  nothing, 
<<  when  once  he  is  brard.  You  renieml^r  perhaos  how  i£fi:hinei 
**  endeavoured  to  sive  an  idea  of  the  power  of  Uemoflhenes  to  the 
<<  Rhodians  when  he  was  baniftied :  He  is  faeh  a  man,  faid  ^fchi- 
<*  nes,  that  were  I  to  wreftk  tod  throw  bimi  he  wtn^d  perfoade  you 
H  all  that  hf  threw  me,** 

the 
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CHAP,  the  grcateft  claim  to  popularity:  his  adminif- 
^^^^  tration,  though  ihort,  produced  feveral  luea- 
i774»     fures  calculated  to  gratify  tlie  public.    He  is 
defcribed  by  Burke,*  as  a  perfon  of  found  prin- 
ciples, enlargement  of  mind,  clear  and  fegaci- 
Ous  fenfe,    and    unfhaken    fortitude.     Theie 
qualities    fecured  many  adherents ;  but  their 
cfFeft  was  diminiflied  by  a  deficiency  in  par- 
Kamentary  eloquence :  he  feldom  took  a  ihare 
in  the. debates,  even  to  defend  liis  own  admi- 
niftration ;  fpoke  with  an  air  of  embarraiTment^ 
and  in  fo  low  a  tone  of  voice  as  fcarcely  to  he 
heard. 
Thedukc       The  Duke  OF  RICHMOND  was  an  aSive 
JlJj^^'     and  indefatigable  opponent  of  adminiftration. 
In  the  Rockingham  miniftry  he  held  the  feab 
of  fecrctary  of  ftate;  and  was,  in  1766,  ap- 
^  pointed  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 

of  France.  He  pofleffed  confiderable  abilities^ 
improved  by  laborious  perfeverance  and  the 
allbciations  incident  to  a  military  life.  In 
every  debate  he  feized  fome  cenfurable  point, 
which  he  attacked  with  force  and  obftinacy. 
lu  debate  he  evinced  a  prompt  and  decifivc 
mind ;  his  reprobation  of  the  meafures  of  ad- 
miniftration  was  never  qualified  in  terms  or 
manner,  but  always  calculated  to  convince 
the  hearers  that  it  was  the  genuine  ofiTspring  of 
conviftion. 
XordShci-  The  Earl  OF  Shelburne  poflefled  rcadv 
*^**^*'  powers  of  argumentation,  applied  himfelf  to 
the  commercial  and  political  relations  of  Great 
Britain,  and  was  well  verfed  in  foreign  affairs. 
He  was  firft  lord  of  trade *during  tlic  duke  of 
Bedford's  adminiftration  in  1763,  and,  under 
the  aufpicesoflord  Chatham,  by  whomhevas 

k  Speech  on  Aroerican  taxttkm  j  Burke^s  works,  rol.  L  p«  54^* 

held 
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held  in  high  eftimation,  filled  the  office  of  fe-  chap. 
cretary  of  ftate.  J^^Sl/ 

The  Eakl  of  Camden  was  the  principal  «774- 
iaw  lord  in  oppofition,  and  his  exertions  were  J^^  * 
of  the  utmoft  importance.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  from  the  year  1754, 
till  December  1761,  when  he  was  appointed 
chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas.  In  that 
court  he  prefided  with  dignity,  firmnefs,  and 
impartiality  :  his  popularity  was  eftabliflied  by 
the  memorable  queftions  relative  to  Wilke% 
and  confiderably  augmented  by  his  oppofitioa 
to  the  American  war.  His  legiflative  informa- 
tion wds  recommended  by  a  nervous  and  per* 
fuafivc  eloquence.  He  was  perfonally  attached 
to  lord  Chatham,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for 
his  advancement,  and  during  M'hofe  adminif- 
tration  he  was  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  lord 
chancellor. 

The  Dukks  of  Devonshire  and  PoRXt  Thedukci 
LAND  feldom 'addrefled  the  houfe;  the  former  fliirc^and* 
often  compenfated  for  filence  by  a  few  words  Poitiaod. 
of  fingular  force  and  neatnefs ;  they  joined  in 
the  important  protefts,  and  aififted  the  party 
with  all  the  weight  of  their  connexion  and  per* 
fonal  influence;  and  were  both  highly  refpeded 
by  the  public    for  independence    and    inte-      ' 
grity. 

Th  e  lower  houfe  exhibited  an  unufual  aflem-  in  the 
blage  of  abilities  on  both  fides.  }^^ 

Mr.  RioBT,  paymafter  of  the  forces,  was  a  Mr.Rigby 
manly  and  intrepid  fpeaker.     Sir  Gilbert  siroubert 
Elliott,  endowed  with  firm  and  manly  fenfe,  ^^°"* 
and  clearnefs  in  detail,  highly  advantageous  • 
in  debate;  and  Sir  Grey  Cooper  rendered  sir  Grey*, 
effential  fervices  by  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  fa*    ^^^ 
cility  in  debate,  and  a  ftri A  attention  to,  and  acr 
cnrate  aci}uaint;anqe  with  the  aff^r$  of  finantei; 

he 
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CRAP,  he  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  of  the  minifter, 
3Dav.     under  whofe  aufpices  he  was  introduced  into 
9774.     parliament^  and  to  whom  he  remained  iavaria* 
bly  attached. 
M^.  Dun-      Mr.  DuNDAS,  lord  advocate  of  Scotland, 
*••  liad  acquired  confiderable eminence  by  his  pro* 

ficiency  in  the  civil  and  common  law,  by  ap- 
plication^  and  by  the  order  which  he  introduced 
tnto  all  the  affairs  of  office.  Although  be 
feemed  to  lie  under  fonie  difadvantages  from 
hts  native  accent,  yet  few  were  heard  with 
greater  attention  :  he  was  an  able  and  fpirited 
debater,  never  Ihrinking  from  the  quefrion, 
«nd  declaring  his  opinions  with  manly  firm- 
nefs,  without  the  pomp  of  ftudied  phrafeology, 
mr  the  glare  of  rhetorical  ornament. 
Mr.  Jen-  Mr.  Jenkinson, fubfcqucntly  lord  Hawkef- 
kiD&M.  bury,  and  carl  of  Lix'^rpool,  firft  attracted  pub- 
lic notice  by  a  treatife  on  the  conduft  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  refpeft  to 
Neutral  Nations ;  he  was  verfed  in  the  con- 
iiitution  of  the  kingdom,  applied  himfelf  to 
commercial  and  political  queftions,  and  fpoke 
withcorreftnds  and  precifion.  He  fate  in  two 
preceding  parliaments,  and  his  merits  were 
acknowledged  by  various  miniftcrs.  In  1766, 
during  lord  Chatham's-  adrainiftration,  he  was 
appointed  a  lord  of  the  admiralty;  and  m 
1 77t,  joint  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland. 

The  principal  members  of  the  robe  who 
fopported  adminillration,  befidcs  Sir  Flet- 
cher Norton,  thefpeaker,  wereThurlow  and 
Wedderburne. 
Mr.Thur*  Thurlow  was  nervous,  impreffive,  and  ma- 
^^'  jdlic,  and  delivered  the  refolute  dilates  of  a 
fuperior  intelleft,  without  folicifing  applaufe. 
From  him  truth  appeared  above  the  aid  of 
Ifft;  and   the  judgment  was  fttmiaoned  to 

yield 
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yield  without  an  appeal  to  the  hiterventfon  chap, 
of  fancy.  ^  'jxi^ 

WfiDDERBU RN E  was  acute,  perfpicuous,  ele-  1774. 
gantj  and  perfuafive;  he  alternately  effayed  the  J^Jiiiiroef' 
force  of  reafon,  and  the  charms  of  eloquence ; 
fometimes  attacking  the  judgment  with  refined 
argument,  at  other  times  appealing  to  the 
fancy  with  the  powers  of  wit,  and  graces  of 
elocution. 

The  mod  diftinguiilied  lawyers  in  oppofition  Oivpofitm, 
were  ferjeant  Glynn  and  Dunning.     Glynn  Serjeant 
became  member  for  Middlefex  in  confequence  ^^y**» 
of  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  Wilkes,  and  to  the 
fame  caufe  may  be  attributed  his  attaining  the 
record crfhip  of  London  in  1 7 72,     He  was  not  a 
frequent  fpeaker,    but  generally  engaged  ia  ^ 
popular  queftions,  ^nd  delivered  his  fenttments 
witli  conlulerable  eloquence  and  decifive  bold- 
ncfs.     His  health  was  already  much  impaired, 
and  an  early  death  deprived  his  party  of  his 
fupport. 

Dunn  TNG  had  long  enjoyed  a  hiffhrcputa-  Mr.Du^,* 
tion  at  the  bar,  and  filled  the  office  of  folicitor-  '^*' 
general.  He  united  a  perfeA  knowledge  of 
the  law  with  a  liberal  view  of  politics.  The 
meannefs  of  his  figure,  the  ungraccfulnefs  of 
his  a£lion,  and  monotony  of  his  voicc^  were  all 
loft  in  the  rapidity  of  his  conceptions,  the  flu- 
ency of  his  words,  the  fiafhes  of  his  wit,  and 
the  fubtlety  of  his  arguments. 

Sir  Georgs  Savile,  who  in  the  prefent  SirOcoigt 
and  two  preceding  parliaments,  reprefented  the  *^**^ 
county  of  York,  was  refpefted  forthefoundneft 
of  his  underftanding,  the  firranefs  of  his  prin- 
ciples, and  the  integrity  of  his  motives.  Pof- 
feffed  of  a  large  fortune,  and  never  having  ac^* 
cepted  any  official  fituation,  he  was  not  fup* 
pofed  to  be  iofiucnced  br  virws  of  ambition ; 

few 
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CHAP*  ^^3  oppoikion  was  conflant  and  vigorous,  anJ 
XXIV.    he  was  confidercd  at  the  head  of  the  country 

^^74^    gentlemen  in  the  minority. 

Colonel  Colonel  Baree' joined  to  a  practical  ac- 

^^'^^  quaintance  with  affairs,  a  bold  and  nervous 
eloquence.  He  reafoned  or  ridiculed  ;  rolled 
the  deep*toned  thunder  of  patriotic  denuncia- 
tion, or  uttered  fallies  of  farcaftic  animadver- 
fion,  with  equal  readinefs  and  equal  effeft. 

lfr.Burke.  BuRKE  came  into  parliament  under  the  im* 
mediate  aufpices  of  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, to  whom  he  was  introduced  merely  by 
the  reputation  of  thofe  learned  and  admirable 
publications,  which  at  an  early  period  fixed  his 
fame  on  an  enviable  eminence.  He  was  lord 
Rockingham's  confidential  political  advifer, 
and  on  his  judgment  and  addrefs  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  anti-minifterial  paity  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  depended.  Burke  enjoyed  the  rare  ad- 
vantage of  being  equally  eloquent  in  fpeech, 
and  in  writing,  and  the  Irifli  accent  and  man- 
ner, which  he  never  loft,  were  forgotten  in  the 
variety  of  his  excellencies.  He  poffeffed  great 
tafte,  learning,  general  knowledge,  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  a  fagacity  wliich  penetrated  into  the  poli- 
tical nature  of  man,  and  confidently  deduced, 
from  vifible  caufes,  thofe  effeSs,  which  to  alefs 
intuitive  mind  fcemed  remote  and  problemati- 
cal. At  his  firft  entrance  into  the  fenate  lie 
eftablilJied  a  high  reputation,  which  in  all  the 
viciflitudes  of  a.  laborious  life  he  never  relin- 
quiihed,     llis  oratory  was  of  the  higheft  clafs ; 

«  and  if  he  appeared  on  fome  occafions  to  give 

therein  to  his  fancy,,  to  the  prejudice'  of  hk 
judgment,  it  may  be  confidently  affeited  that 
no  man  who  fpoke  fo  much,  and  on  fo  many 
important;  topics,  coropenfated  for  a  few  faults 
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with  fiich  a  number  and  variety  of  beauties,  chaK 
If  Burke  wandered,  the   elegance  of  the  di-   ^^^^ 
greffion,  and  the  ingenuity  with  which  it  was 
reconciled  to,  and  connected  with,  the  maii^ 
fubjeft,  repaid  the  momentary  impatience  of  the 
auditor.     If  occafionally  he  feemed  to  trifle, 
or  defcend  below  his  proper  level,  he  regained 
his  accuftomed   pofition  with  fuch  elaltic  vj^ 
gour,  and  atoned  for  his  temporary  aberration 
with  fuch  a  fplenclid  profufion  of  rlictorical 
beauties,  that  the  moft  captious  feltafhamed  to 
cenfure,  and   the  moft  faftidious  were  abun- 
dantly fatisfied.      To  him  all  nature  and  all 
fcicnce  tendered  tributary  ftores;  in  this  inex- 
hauftible  opulence  he  confulted  rather  his  own 
refources  than  the  mere  wants  of  the  fubjeft, 
and  fcattcred  the  treafures  of  his  intelleft  with 
unreftrained  prodigality :  his  fervid  mind  af- 
failed  the  topic  of  difcuflion  in  every  poffible 
direction,  and  he  feemed  at  iaft  to  defift,-not 
becaufe  he  was  exhaufted,  but  becaufe  the  ob- 
ject of  invcftigation  could  not  afford  a  point 
on  ^yhich  to  fix  a  new  illuftration.     To  a  poeti- 
cal ardour  of  imagination,    Burke  joined   a 
warmth  of  temper  which  occafionally  tranf- 
poited  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  diu^retion ; 
but    even   this   frailty   had   no    confiderable 
effe6l  on  his  argumentation.    If  he  was  warm, 
his  rcafoning  was  not  Icfs  cogent ;  and  al- 
though the  indignant  fenfations  of  the  moment 
fometimes  produced  cxpfeflions  which  appear- 
ed inconfiftent  with   prudence,   and   deroga- 
tory to  his  high  reputation ;  ftill  the  corre6l- 
lieis  of  his  images,  the  happy  application  of  his 
wit,  and  the  force  of  his  raillery,  obliterated 
the  recolleclion  of  his  defers,  and  left  on  the 
Ipind  no  other  fenfations  than  thofe  of  exquifitc 
gratification.     In  detailing  general  principlesi 
VOL,  ir.  o  hi 
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CHAP,  he  was  extremely  fortunate :  they  always  fecra- 
ff^  ed  appropriate  to  his  fubjeft,  not  introduced  to 
cover  a  aefeft  in  the  texture  of  his  chief  argu- 
ment, but  generated  from  a  natural  combinar 
tion  of  expanfive  knowledge,  and  fpecific  in- 
veftigation.  From  him  nothing  appeared  trite, 
nothing  inelegant  or  unfiniflied ;  his  faults  as 
an  orator  arofe  from  the  excefs  of  his  excel- 
lences ;  he  reafoued  after  the  hearer  was  con- 
vinced ;  he  illuftrated  when  the  topic  was  per- 
feftly  luminous;  he  urged  freih  grounds  of 
defence  when  acquittal  was  already  fecure;  and 
perfevered  in  accumulating  motives  of  ccn* 
lure,  when  the  indignation  of  his  audience  had 
already  attained  its  higheft  pitch. 
*tfr*  At  the  period  on  which  we  are  treating,  tbc 

Tox^  reputation  of  Burke  was  in  its  zenith,  ^d 
his  exertions  were  fufficient  to  influence  in  a 
confiderable  decree  the  politics  of  the  tiroes; 
but  great  and  admired  as  they  were,  the  effeS 
they  produced  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
that  which  refulted  from  the  efforts  of  the  ho- 
nourable Charles  James  Fox,  fecond  fon  of 
lord  Holland, 

Fox  difplayed  at  Eton  and  at  Oxford  an 
ardent  attachment  to  claflical  literature,  and 
gave  prefage  of  his  future  genius  by  unwearied 
application  to  Cicero  and  Demofthenes,  and  by 
preferring  the  Athenian  to  the  Roman  orator 
Even  in  the  earlieft  periods  of  life,  and  during 
all  the  vicilTitudes  of  pleafure  'and  diflipation, 
he  was  indefatigable  in  the  exercife  of  nis  ar- 
gumentative faculty.  The  indulgent  partialitjr 
of  his  father  fupplied  abundant  means  of  grati- 
fying inclinations  natural  to  a  youth  of  warm 
palTions,  totally  exempt  from  reftraint,  and  his 
great  talents  were  fhrouded  from  the  view  of 
Uiofe  who  could  not  difcem  them  through  theJ 

Teilf 
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veil  of  unbounded  diifipatiou.     He  obtained  a  chap. 
feat  in  parliament  before  the  .period  of  4egal  J^^i^' 
maturity,  and  was^  in    1770/  &ppointed  a  lord 
of  the  admiralty ;    but  his   fupport,   though 
marked  with  all  the  ardour  of  his  temper,  and 
energy  of  his  genius,  was  not  yet  deemed  elifen- 
tialto  the  caufe  of  government ;  he  had  more 
than  once  participated  in  the  unpopularity  of 
adminiftration,  without  the  credit  of  iliaring 
the  dire6tion  of  their  meafures.    In  1 7  7 S^,  he  re- 
ii^ned  his  (ituation  at  the  admiralty  with  marks 
ot  difguil,  and  was  then  expelled  to  join  the 
ranks  of  oppofition/    The  difference  was,  how- 
ever, accommodated,  and  h^  foon  afterwards" 
received  a  feat  at  the  treafury-board,  from  which 
he  was  difmiifed  in  March  1774,  with  circum- 
ftances  which  occafioned  the  moft  lively  indig- 
nation. To  the  period  of  his  quitting  the  fide  of 
the  minifter,  Mr.  Fox  was  confidered  by  fome 
as  a  man  for  whofe  political  errors,  and  levity 
of  condud,  youth  and  inexperience  afforded 
charitable  exciifes  ;*  but  he  foou  "  difcovered 
"  powers  for  regular  debate,  which  neither  his 
"  friends  had  hoped,  nor  his  enemies  dreaded. "• 
The  force  of  Fox's  oratory  cannot  be  adequate- 
ly defcribed,  and  can  be  felt  only  by  thofe  who 
have  heard  him  on  important  occafions.     His 
ipeeches  were  luminous  without  the  appearance 
of  concerted  arrangement;  his  mind  feem'ed  by 
its  mafterly  force  to  have  compreffed,  reduced, 
and  difpofed  the  whole  fubjed,  with  a  confident 
fnperiority,  to  fyftematic  rule ;  the  torrent  of  his 
eloquence    iacreafed   in  force   as  the  fubje^l 

1  S«e  Gibbon's  Pofthumout  Works,  vbU  h  p.  449. 

»  9t|i  January  1773. 

a  See  Debates  on  Mr.  Grenville's  A6V,  15th  February  1774. 

•  The  ezprefllon  of  Gibbon «— See  Pofthumous  Works,  vol.  u 

o  £  expanded; 
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CHAP,  expanded;  the  vehemence  of  his  manner  vas 
^^?jy^  alwaj^s  fupported  by  expreflions  of  correfpon- 
dent  energy ;  an<t  the  decifive  tenns  in  which 
he  delivered  his  opinions,  by  precluding  the 
poflibility  of  evafion,  inipreffed  a  full  convic- 
tion of  his  fincerity,  and  gained  regard  even 
from  the  raoft  inveterate  opponent-  The  dif- 
tinguifhing  charadleriftic  of  his  arguments  was 
profoundnefs;  his  general  aim  was  theeftablilh- 
ment  of  fome  grand  principle,  to  which  all  the 
other  parts  of  his  fpeech  were  fubfervient;  and 
his  genius  for  reply  was  Angularly  happy.  He 
not  only  combated  the  principal  reafouings  of 
his  adverfaries,  but  extending  a  generouspro- 
teclion  to  his  own  partizans,  refcued  tJieir 
fpeeches  from  ridicule  or  mifreprefentation. 
The  boldeft  conceptions,  and  mod  decided 
principles' uttered  by  him  did  not  appear  gigan- 
tic ;  he  feldom  employed  exaggerated  or  tumid 
phrafeology;  and  in  the  greateft  warmth  of 
,  political  conteft,  few  expreflions  efcaped  him 
which  can  be  cited  to  the  difadvantage  of  his 
charafter  as  a  gentleman.  Rhetorical  erobel- 
lifhments,  though  frequently  found  iu  his  ha- 
rangues, did  not  feem  the  produce  of  laborious 
cultivation,  but  fpontaneous  effufions,  Supe^ 
rior  to  art,  Fox  feemed  to  illuftrate  niles  which 
perhaps  he  had  not  in  contemplation,  and  the 
bold  originality  of  his  thoughts  and  expreflions 
would  rather  intitle  him  to  be  confidered  the 
founder  of  a  new  ftyle  of  eloquence,  than  a 
fervile  adherent  to  any  eftablidied  praAice. 
JJurkp,  ftudious  and  indefatigable,  from  his 
.  continually  augmenting  ftores,  poured  know- 
ledge into  the  mind  of  Fox ;  but  in  debate 
their  manners  were  widely  diflimilar :  Fox  dc* 
pended  on  his  natural  and  daily  ipiproving 
'  genius  for  argumentation  j  Burke  on  thofe  b^u* 
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ties  which  his  tafte  and  learning  enabled  him  chap. 
to  colled  and  difpofe  with  fo  much  grac&ahd  J^^ 
facility ;  his  fpeeches  were  liftened  to  witn  ad- 
miration as  elegant  pleadings;  but  Fox  was 
always  elevated  above  his  fubje6t,  and  by 
energy  of  manner,  and  impetuofity  of  oratory,' 
ftaffgered  the  impartial,  animated  his  adherents, 
and  threw  uneaiinefs,  alarm,  and  aftoniihment 
into  the  minds  of  his  opponents. 

Such  were  the  principal  men  to  whom  the 
difcuilion  of  the  grand  queftion  relative  to  the 
fights  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  her 
colonies  was  committed ;  who  by  their,  con- 
dud  as  minifters,  or  their  exertions  in  fppport 
of,  and  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, regulated  the  progrtfs  of  this  important 
conteft.' 

P  IndepiAingthefe  chander8»  my  own  judgment  and  recoIleAion 
have  been  much  aififted  by  private  information.  The  eloquent  Gib- 
bbn  has  in  his  ufual  mafterly  manner  defcribed  this  parliament  in  his 
Memoirs,  pttbiifhed  by  lord  Sheffield,  o.  146  :  <<  I  aflifted  nt  the 
"  debates  of  a  free  ailembly )  I  liftened  to  the  attack  and  defence 
**  of  eloquence  and  reafon  j  I  had  a  near  profpe^l  of  th6  chara£)ers» 
**  views,  mod  poffions  ot  the  firft  men  of  the  age.  The  cauf^  of 
'*  govemnoent  was  ably  vindicated  by  lon|  North,  a  ftatefman  of 
*'  Fpotlefs  integrity,  a  confummate  mailer  of  debate,  who  could 
**  wield*  with  equal  dexterity,  the  arms  of  reafon  and  ef  ridicule. 
**  He  was  feated  on  the  treauary -bench,  between  his  attorney  and 
**  folicitor-geoeral,  the  two  pillars  of  the  law  and  ftate,  magis  pafes 
*'  muunJimiUsi  and  the  minifter  mi'^ht  indulge  in  a  (hort  flum* 
«<  ber>  whilft  he  was  uphoiden  on' either  hand  by  the  majeftic 
**  fenfe  of  Thurlow,  and  the  ikilful  eloquence  of  Wedderbume* 
***>FftMn  tbeadverfe  fide  of  the  houie  an  ardent  and  powerful  oppo- 
**  fition  j.itpjiupported  by  the  lively  declamation  of  Barre^  the  lepl 
**  acut«iKi|%r  Dunning  {  the  profuie  and  philofophic  fancy  of 
^  Burke ;  and  the  argumentative  vehemence  of  Fox,  who  in  con- 
*'  dnft  of  a  party,  approved  himfelf  equal  to  the  conda6t  of  an 
^  empire.  By  fuch  men  every  operation  of  pea^  and  war,  every 
**  principle  of  juftice  or  policy,  every  queftion  of  authority  and 
*^  freedom,  was  attacked  and  defended  {  and  the  fubje£k  of  the 
**  monsentous  conteft  WW  the- union  or  ieparation  of  Oftat  Britaia 
<«  and  America."* 
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'Chapter  the  twenty-fifth: 
-1774—1775. 

Mating  of  parliament.— 'King's  Jpeeck^ 
Amendment  nurcciL^^ProteJi. — Seamenrt" 
duced.— 'Papers  laid  befhre  parliament,'-^ 
Lord  Chatham's  motion  J  or  removal  of  troofi 
^^Negatifced.  —  He  melees  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  for  quieting  the  troubles  in  Ame- 
rica.— Heads  of  the  bill. — OppofedbyM 
Sandwich — And  the  duke  of  drafton,'^ 
Supported  by  lord  Camden^^Jnd  lordSktU 
iurne.  —  Perfbnal  altercations. — Intempt- 
rate  fpeech  of  lord  Chatham.^^Jieply.— Pe- 
titions in  favour  of  the  AmericanS'-^Rt- 
f erred  to  a  committee. — Petition  of  Dr. 
Franklin  and  others  ^^  rejected.  —  Commit- 

j  tee  on  American  papers.— Motion  for  on 
addrefs  —  carried.  —  Motion  to  recarmit 
the  addrefs  —  negatived.  —  Conference.  "-^ 
Debate  in  the  houfe  of  lor ds.--^  Energetic 
fpeech  of  lord  Mansfield.  — Perfonal  alterca- 
tion.^—AIotion  carried. -^Prote/is.'^ Aug- 
mentation of  forces.--^ New  England  rc- 
.  flrainifig  bill.  —  Petitions.  —  Evidence.  — 
Debate  on  the  third  reading. ^^Oppofed  ifl 
the  houfe  of  lords.  — Amendment  made — ani 
withdraum.'^  Bill  for  refiraining  other  c(h 
lonies.  — Bounties  to  Ireland.  — Lord  NortKt 
conciliatory^  propofitions. — Supported  by  gO' 
Ternor  Pemmall.  -^ Embarrassment  of  the 
niinifier. — He  is  ea:tricated  by  Sir  Crilbert 
Elliott,  —  Jiefolution  agreed  to. — Bt^rkes 
motion.  —  His  fpeech.*-- Proportion  rejectei 
-^Mr.  Hartley's  plan— -negatived.^ New 

York 
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York  remonff  ranee ---^rejected.  ^Attempt  to 
rtpeal  the  Quebec  act. — Other  proceedings. 
— Prorogation. 

'TpHE  houfe  of  commons  having  re-ele6led  Sir   chap, 
"*  Fletcher  Norton  fpeaker,  the  king  opened  .^^' 
the  feifion,  by  mentioning,  with  great  concern,      ,774. 
the  daring  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  the  laws,  which  *9«*iNor. 
ill  Maflachuffet's  Bay  had  broken  forth  in  freih  J^TaT^"^ 
violences  of  a  very  criminal  nature,  and  was  »nent. 
countenanced  in  other  colonies.     Meafures,  he  I^^^K^ 
added,  had  been  adopted  to  enforce  the  a6is  of  fpeedu 
laft  feifion,  for  the  protedion  of  commerce,  and 
re-eftablifhment  of  peace.     His  majefty  declar- 
ed his  refolution  to  withftand  every  attempt  to 
weaken  or  impair  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
legiflature,  over  all  his  dominions,  the  mainte- 
nance of  which,  he  confidered  eflential  to  the 
dignity,  fafety,  and  welfare  of  the  empire. 
.  The  duke  of  Richmond  moved  an  amend-  Awcnd- 
inent  to  the  addrefs,  and  the  unufual  meafure  of  ii|t»t 
protefting  againft  its  rejeftion  was  adopted  by  JJjJ^; 
nine  peers,  who  "  would  not,  inhafte,  without  protcft* 
"  inquiry  or  information,  commit  themfelves  in 
"  declarations,  which  might  precipitate  their 
"  country  into  the  horrors  of  civil  war." 

.In  the  houfe  of  commons,  an  amendqnent,  5«h  i>ec# 
by  lord  John  Cavendifli,  requiring  a  commu-  Joufc*of 
nicationof  the  intelligence  received  from  Ame-  conunQnt, 
rica,  was  refifted,  on  tlie  plea  of  the  minifter, 
thai  admitting  the  expediency  of  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  colonies,  yet  as  they  had  not  of- 
fered terms,  England  could  not  be  the  firft  to 
fubmit.   The  addrefs  was  carried  by  264  againft 
73,  a  majority  which  proved  the  ftrength  of  the 
minifter  in  the  new  parliament. 

Su  FF  ic  lENT  information  had  not  yet  arrived  Seamen  re- 
concerning  the  extent  of  American  refiftance :    ^^^' 
the  letters  hitherto  received  froni  tHe  governors, 
o  4  warranted 
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warranted  indeed  the  obfervations  in  the  kind's 
fpcech,  but  contained  neither  fa^s  nor  inte- 
rences,  which  could juftify  the  miniftry  inflating 
to  parliament  the  expcdation  of  an  armed  op- 
wth  Dec,  pofition.  The  number  of  fcamen  was  therefore 
reduced  to  fixteen  thoufand,  and  the  land 
forces  fixed  at  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  forty-feven  eiFeftive  men :  the  minifter,  at 
v  the  fame  time,  after  admitting  that  the  mea- 
fures  adopted  by  the  laft  parliament  had  not 
been  attended  with  their  expcfied  eflfed,  pro- 
mifed  the  communication  of  papers,  and  that  a 
committee  fl)ould  be  formed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  affairs  of  America. 

Intelligence  received  during  the  recefe, 

more  unequivocally  afcertained  the  difpofition 

of  the  Americans,  and  included  accounts  of  all 

their  proceedings,  to  the  feizure  of  Fort  William 

and  Mary.     The  meafures  of  govemmetit  were 

I'iT^aifo  in  that  period  decided,  and  an  adherenctf 

. '  *'"^to  the  fyftem  of  coercion  fully  determined. 

i9tb  Jam        Lord  North  took  the  earlieft  opportunity 

^'5-  ^^  of  fubmitting  to  parliament  numerous   papers 

Mart  par-  from  all  the  colonies,*  containing  letters,  proda- 

**aaicnt.     mations,  narratives  of  proceedings,  and  other 

interefting  documents,   together  with  the  fen- 

tim'ents  of  governors,  and  other  public  men,  on 

the  ftate  of  affaira.  Thefe  communications  were 

fubmitted  to  a  committee. 

In  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Chatham  moved  for 
an  addrefs,  requefting  the  king  to  allay  the 
unhappy  ferments  in  America,  by  removing  the 
removal  of  tfoops  from  Boftou.  In  his  fpeech,he  cen(ured 
*^*'**  the  delay  of  communication,  and  accufed  the 
miniftry  of  deluding  the  people  by  falfe  repre- 
Icntatious.     Inftant  efforts  fhould  be  exerted 

*  T^ere  weiiB  at  £r(l  no  ktten  from  Maryland,  but  tkc  de£ciencf 
was  afterwards  fupplied. 

to 


^^ 


loth  Jan. 
Lord  Chat- 
ham's mo- 
tion for 


to  efFcft  reconciliation  before  the  meeting  of  chaf. 
tlie  delegates,, and  nothing  but  being  nailed  to  .^^'^ 
his  bed,  by  the  extremity  of  ficknefs,  ibould  pre^  1775. 
vent  him  from  paying  unremitted  attention  to 
fo  important  a  fubjefct.  *'  I  will  knock,"  he  faid, 
^^  at  tlie  door  of  this  deeping  and  confounded 
"  miriiftry,  and  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of 
"  their  imminent  danger*  When  I  ftate  the 
*^  importance  of  the  colonies,  and  the  mag- 
"  nitude  of  the  danger  hanging  over  this 
**  country,  from  \he  prefent  plan  of  mis-ad- 
*'  miniilration,  I  defirq  not  to  be  uaderfiood 
"  to  argue  a  reciprocity  of  indulgence  between 
'*  Kngland  and  America.  I  contend  not  for 
"  indulgepcei.but  Juftice,  %o  America:  and  I 
^  fhall  ^v«|f^i^teml,  that  the  Americans  juftly^ 
"  o>ire  obed ipj|c€  to  us  in  a  limited  degree: — 
**  tbey*f)wp  obedience  to  our  ordinances  of 
^^  trade  and^.^^rvigation;  but  let  the  line  be 
"  IkilfmlljY;  ^rawn  between  the  objeSs  of  thofef 
"  ordipaoce^jand  their  private  internal  proper- 
"  tyj  let  J-Uefacrednefs  of  their  property  remain 
*^  iaviolate;  let^^t  be  taxable  only  by  their  own 
"  confenti  .given  in  their  provincial  aflem- 
"  blies; — elfe  it  will  ceafe  to  be  propeity. — As 
"  to  th^  metapbyfical  refinements,  attempting 
"to  fliew  tliat  tl?e  Anuericans  are  equally  free 
"  from  obedience  and  commercial  reflraints,  as 
"  from  taxation  for  revenue,  as  being  unrepre- 
"  fented  here;  I  pronounce  them  futile,  frivo- 
'*  lous^  and  groundlefs.  Refinance  to  your 
*'  afts  was  neceffary  as  it  was  juft;  and  your 
"  vain  declaration  of  the  omnipotence  of  par- 
"  liament,  and  your  imperious  do6lrines  of  the 
"  neceffity  of  fubmiffion,  will  be  found  equally 
*?  impotent  to  convince  or  enftave  your  fellow- 
^'  fubjeds  in  America,  who  feel,  that  tyranny, 
*V  whether  ambitioned  by  an  iodividuai  part  of 

''  the 
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CHAP.  ^  the  legiflature,  or  the  bodies  who  compofeit, 
jocv^    **  ia  equally  intolerable  to  Britiih  fubjefts.  The 
I775'     *^  means  of  enforcing  this  thraldom  are  found 
•-  to  be  ais  ridiculous  and  weak  in  pra6Hce,  as 
"  they  are  unjufl  in  principle.     Indeed,  Ican- 
*'  not  but  feel  the  moft  anxious  feniibility  for 
"  the  fituation  of  general  Gage,  and  the  troops 
'*  under  his  command,  thinking  him,  as  I  do, 
''  a  man  of  humanity  and  underftanding;  and 
*'  entertaining,  as  I  ever  will,  the  higheft  re- 
**  fpeft,  the  warmed  love,  for  the  Britifh  troqji 
*^  Their  fituation  is  truly  unworthy;  pcirned 
*'  up— pining  in  inglorious  inadivity.    They 
**  are  an  army  of  impotence;   you  may  call 
**  them  an  army  of  fafety  and  oi  guard;  hot 
^^  tliey  are  in  truth,  an  army  of  iM^iHeiice  and 
'^  contempt:  and  to  Tt\sAit  the  folly  equal  to 
•*  the  difgrace,  they  are  an  army  of  fatitation 
**  and  vexation.     The  firft  drop  of  blood  fhed 
**  in  civil  and  unnatural  war  might  be  •  ttrnni* 
*'  dicabiie  vulnus'    Ad6pt  the  grflce  whikyou 
''  have  the  opportunity  of  reconcilement;  of 
''  at  leaft  prepare  the  way.     Allay  the  ferment 
"  prevailing  in  America,  by  removing  the  ob- 
**  noxious  hoftile  caufe :  obnoxious  and  imfer- 
*'  viceable;    for  their  mierit  can  only  be  in 
**  inaftion:   *  Non  dmicare  et  vhcerel  thcii 
*'  vidory.  can  never  be  by  exertions.    Their 
"  force  would  be  moft  dilproportioriately  ex- 
**  erted  againil  a  brave,  generous,  arid  united 
*      **  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  coitbgc 
"  in  their  hearts: — three  millions  of  people, 
"  the  genuine  defcendants  of  a  valiant  and 
**  pious  anceftry,  driv^ti  16  thofe  deferts  by  the 
"  narrow  maxims  of  a  fuperftitious  tyranny.— 
"  And  is  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  never  to  be 
"  appeafed?  Are  the  bdivi  Tons  of  thofe  brave 
^*  forefathers  to  inherit  their  fufferings  as  they 

«  have 


O  E  O  R  G  £    m.  MS 

^*^liavc  inherited  their  virtues?   Are  thfey  to  chap. 

"  fuftatn  the  infliclion  of  the  moft  oppneffive  s^Xj 

*^  and  unexampled  feverity— beyond  the  ac-     irrs* 

'*  counts  of  hiftory,  or  defcription  of  poetry  ? 

^  —  ^  Rhadamanthns  habet  duriffima  regnd 

"  cajiigatque^  Auditque:    fo  fays*  the   wifeft 

^^  poet,  and:  perhaps  the  wifeft  ftatefnian  and 

^'  politician  of  antiquity:— but  our  mhiifters 

*'  fay,  the  Americans  muft  not  be  heard.  They 

"  have  been  condemned  unheard  :   the  ijidif- 

^*  criminating  hand  of  vengeance  has  lumped 

**  together  innocent  and  guilty ;  with  all  the 

"  formalities  of  hoftihty,  has  blocked  up  the 

"  town,  and  reduced  to  beggary  and  famine 

"  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants." 

He  e^^^i^l^  the  congrefs,  as  more  wife  and 
more  prudent  than  the  meeting  of  ancient 
Greece.;  *'  Thucydides  recorded  nothing  more 
honovrable,  more  refpe6table,  than  that  defpifed 
conventipji;  their  proceedings  Mere  remark- 
able for  firmnefs,  temper,  and  moderation,  and 
it  would  be  happy  for  Great  Britain,  if  the 
Ixiufe  of  commons  were  as  freely  and  uncor- 
ruptly  chofen."  "  Minifters  may  fatisfy  them- 
"  felvea,  and  delude  the  public,  with  the  report 
"  of  what  they  call  commercial  bodies  in  Ame- 
'*  rica.— They  are  not  commercial:  -—they  are' 
"  your  packers  and  faftors;  they  live  upon 
"  nothing — fori  call  commiffion  nothing;  — 
**  I  mean  the  minifterial  authority  for  this 
'^  American  intelligence;  the  runners  for  go- 
'^  vemment,  who  are  paid  for  their  intelli- 
**  gence.  But  thefe  ai'e  not  the  men,  nor  this 
*•  the  influence,  to  be  confidered  in  America, 
*•'  when  weeftimate  the  firmnefs  of  their  union: 
"  Trade  indeed  increafcs  the  glory  and  Mcalth 
"  of  a  country;  but  its  real  wealth  and  ftamina 
'^  are  to  he  .looked  for  among  the  cultivators 

"  of 
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CH  AP.  "  of  the  laiid ;  in  their  iTmplicitv  of  life  k' 
..J^^*^  "  found  the  fimplenefsof  virtue,  the  integrity 
»;75»  "  and  courage  of  freedom.  Thcfe  true  genuine 
.  '*  fons  of  the  earth  are  invhicible ;  they  fur- 
^'  round  and  hem  in  the  mercantile  bodies^  and 
*'  if  it  were  propofed  to  defert  the  caufe  of  li- 
**  berty,  would  virtuoufly  exclaim :  '  If  trade 
*'  and  flavery  ar^  companions^  we  quit  trade ; 
"  let  trade  and  flavery  feek  other  ftores,  they 
"  are  not  for  us  !*  This  refiftance  to  your  arbi- 
**  trary  fyftem  of  taxation  might  have  been 
"  forefeen  :  it  was  obvious  from  the  nature  of 
**  things,  and  of  mankind ;  and  above  all,  from 
"  the  whiggifli  fpirit  flouriihing  in  that  coun- 
"  try.  The  fpirit  which  now  refifts  your  tax- 
**  ^tion  in  America  is  the  fame  which  formerly 
**  oppofed  loans,  benevolences,  and  ihip-money* 
**  in  England.  The  fame  fpirit  which  called  ail 
**  England  on  its  legs,  and  by  the  bill  of  rights 
"  vindicated  the  Englifli  conOitution  —  the 
"  fame  principle  which  eftabliihed  the  great, 
*'  fundamental,  effential  maxim  of  our  liberties, 
"  that  no  fubjed  of  England  Ihall  be  taxed  but 
"  by  his  own  confent— this  glorious  fpirit  of 
**  whiggifm  animates  three  millions  in  America 
*'  -^  who  prefer  poverty  with  liberty,  to  gilded 
*'  chains  and  fordid  affluence ;  and  who  will  die 
*'  in  defence  of  their  rights  as  men—  as  free- 
*'  men.  The  caufe  of  America  is  allied  to  every 
"  true  whig: — the  whole  Irifh  nation,  ail  the 
"  true  Englifli  whigs,  the  whole  people  of  Ame- 
"  rica  combined,  would  amount  to  many  mil- 
"  lions  of  whigs  averle  to  the  fyftem.  To  fuch 
"  united  force,  what  force  fliall  be  oppofed?— 
"  What,  my  lords  ?  —  A  few  regiments  in  Ame- 
*^  rica,  and  feventecn  or  eighteen  thoufandmen 
"  at  home !  The  idea  is  too  ridiculous  to  take  up 
"  a  moment  of  vour  lordfliips'  time.    Nor  can 

"  fuch 
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^*  fuch  a  rational  and  principled  union  be  re-  €HA1V 
"  fifted  by  the  tricks  of  office,  or  niiniileria}  J?2l/] 
"  manoeuvre.  Laying  of  papers  on  your  table,  ^77f- 
"  or  counting  nofes  on  a  divifion,  will  not  avert 
."  or  poftpone.the  hour  of  danger:-— it  muft  ar- 
"  rive,  unlefs  thefe  fatal  afts  are  done  away,  tjtk 
"  muft  arrive,  in  all  its  horrors !  and  then  thef?^ 
"  boaftful  miniftei's,  'fpiteof  all  their  confidence, 
"  and  all  their  manoeuvres,  fliall  be  forced  to 
"  hide  their  heads !  They  fhall  be  forced  to  a 
"  difgraceful  abandonment  of  their  prefentmea- 
"  fures  and  principles:  —  principles  which  they 
"  avow,  but  cannot  defend; — meafures  which 
"  they  prefume  to  attempt,  but  cannot  hope  to 
'^  effedtuate.  They  cannot,  my  lords,  they  can- 
"  not  ftir  a  ftep;  they  have  not  a  move  left; — 
*'  they  are  checkmated.  It  is  not  repealing  this 
"  or  that  aft  of  parliament, — it  is  not  repealing 
*'  apiece  of  parchment, — that  dan  reftore  Ame- 
"  ripa  to  our  bofom : — you  muft  repeal  her  fears 
"  and  her  refentments;  and  may  then  hope  for 
*'  her  love  and  gratitude.  But  now  infulted 
"  by  an  armed  force  at  Bofton,  irritated  with 
"  an  hoftile  array  before  her  eyes,  her  concef- 
"  fions,  if  they  could  be  forced,  would  be  fuf-^ 
"  picious  andinfccure;  they  will  be,  irato  animo^ 
"  not  found  honourable  pactions  of  freemen; ' 
"  but  dictates  of  fear,  and  extortions  of  force. 
*^  It  is,  however,  more  than  evident  you  cannot 
^*  force  them,  principled  and  united  as  they  arc, 
*'  to  your  unworthy  terms  of  fubmiffion;  it  is 
"  impoffible! — and  M'hen  I  hear  general  Gage 
"  cenfurcd  for  inadivity,  I  muft  retort  with  iu- 
"  (Hgnatioh  on  thofe  whofe  intemperate  mea- 
'^  fures  and  improvident  councils  have  betrayed 
"  him  into  his  prefent  fituation.  His  fituation 
'*  reminds  me  of  the  anfwer  of  a  French  general 
"  in  the  civil  wars  of  France.  — ^lonfieur  Cond6 

"  oppofedL, 
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oppofed  to  MonfieurTurcnnc,  was  aiked  how 

""it  happeHed,  ihzt  he  did  not  take  his  adver- 

farv  prifoner,  as  he  was  often  very  near  him? 

*  J'ai  peur'  replied  Cond6,  very  hoaeftly, 

*  J' at  peur  qu'il  ne  me  prenne;'  *  I  am  afraid 
he  will  take  me/ 

"  We  fliall  be  forced  ultimately  to  rctraS; — 
let  us  retrafl;  while  we  can,  not  when  we  muft. 
Tbeie  violent  oppreffive  a6U  muji  be  repealed 
— yQU  will  repeal  them — /  pledge  fntf/elffer 
ity  that  you  will  in  the  end  repeal  them. — / 
fiake  my  reputation  on  it  J — /  will  confent  t0 
be  taken  for  an  idiot^  if  they  are  not  Jinalh 
repealed! — Avoid  then  this  humiliating,  dif- 
graceful  neceffity.  With  a  dignity  becom- 
ing youf  exalted  fituation,  make  tlie  firit  ad« 
vances  to  concord,  to  peace,  ^d  to  happi* 
nefs;  for  Ma^  is  your  true  dignity,  to  aft  wth 
prudence  and  with  juftice.  That^ou  ihould 
iirO:  concede  is  obvious,  from  found  and  ra- 
tional policy.  Conceffion  comes  with  better 
grace,  and  more  falutary  effeft,  from  the  fu- 
perior  power;  it  reconciles  fuperiority  of 
power  with  the  feelings  of  men ;  and  eila- 
oliflies  foiid  confidence  on  the  foundations 
of  alFeflioh'  and  gratitude.  So  thought  a 
wife  poet,  and  a  wife  man  in  political  faga- 
city ;  the  friend  of  Mecenas,  and  the  eulogift 
of  Auguftus:  to  him,  the  adopted  fon  of 
the  ftrft  Casfar,  to  him,  the  mafter  of  the 
world,  he  wifely  urged  this  conduct  of  pru- 
dence and  dignity:  s 

*  Tw^ue  prior,  tu  parce  j  genus  qui  ducis  Olympo  j 
'  Projice  tela  manu/ 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  every  danger  impends 
*'  to  deter  you  from  perfeverance  in  the  pre- 
*'  fent  ruinous  meafures.  Foreign  war  hang- 
^^  ing  over  your  heads  by  a  flight  and  brittle 
*^*  "  thread; 
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**  thready  France  and  Spain  watcljing  ya«f  Chaf, 

**  conduo,  and  waiting  for  the  maturity  •!   \S^ij 

"  your  errors.     If  the  minifters  thus  perfercre     ^775* 

*^  in  mifadvifmg  and  miileading  the  king,  J. 

"  will  not  fay,  they  can  alienate  the  affections 

"  of  his    fubjefts   from    the    crown ;    but  I 

"  will  affirm,  they  will  make  the  crown  not 

^'  worth  his  wearing.     I  will  not  fay,  the  kin|f 

"  Is  betrayed;  but  I  will  pronounce  the  king- 

"  dom  undone."** 

LoED  Chatham's  motion  was  fupported  SuppondL 
\^y  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  marquis  of 
Rockinehara,  lord  Shelburne,  and  lord  Cam- 
den. They  infifted  that  the  aifertion  of  the 
omnipotence  of  parliament .  was  an  abilrad 
metaphyfical  queflion,  purpofely  introduced  ia 
the  difcuffion  of  American  afikirs,  to  delude 
alike  the  parliament  and  people:  the  very 
loweft  of  mechanics  wa«  inflated  with  his  own 
importance,  as  a  party  in  conteft  with  traitors^ 
vagabonds,  and  bafe  ungrateful  rebels.  But 
whatever  llrefs  might  hc  laid  on  the  legiflative 
iiipreraacy  of  Great  Britain  (and  the  do&rine 
was  juft  when  properly  direfted)  it  was  no  le(s 
true,  and  conionant  to  the  reafonings  of  all 
^eculative  writers  on  goveinment,  that  no 
man,  on  the  true  principles  of  natural  or  civil 
liberty,  could,  without  his  own  confent,  bCvdi- 
yeftea  of  any  part  of  his  property.  The  quef* 
iioii  was  not  in  fad  referred  to  the  pepple  or 
parliament,  becaufe  an  adminiftration  coniiilr 
ing  of  four  or  five  perfons,  and  thofe  aj^aitt. 
guided  by  one  man,  held  an  abfolute  Iway. 
over  parliament ;  between  the  miniftry,  there- 

k  This  rpcech  i«  taken  from  Debretfs  debates,  correAed  and 
afllifted  by  %  report  by  Hugh  Boyd  i  the  hiftor^  of  Lord  North's 
admintftratfon,  p.  187,  and  the  Annual  Rafter  for  the  year 
«773*  P-  47- 

fore 
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CHAP,  yore,  and  all  America,  was  the  iflae  depending, 
I  JiSL/  ^hc  a6ts  of  laft  Seffion  were  analyfedT  and  de- 
*7'3-     clared  highly  imconftitutional;  and  lord  Cam- 
den quoted  Selden  and  Blackftone,  to  prove, 
that  although  the  various^  circtimftances  and 
incidents  which  might  juftify  refiftance  could 
not  be  exaflly  defined,    the  people  at  large, 
poffefiing  the  original  rio^hts  necclThry  to  their 
•own  happtnefs  and  pretervation,  had   a  right 
to  recal  a  delegated  po%ver  and  authority  when- 
ever abufed  to  their  own  ruin  and  deftrtttftion. 
OpppW.        The  motion  was  oppofed  by  the  earls  of 
Suffolk,    Rochford,    and    Gower;     vifcounts 
Towniliend  and  Weymouth;  and  lord  Lvttlc- 
ton. 

Thkt  traverfed  lord  Chatham's  ftatenients^ 
and  his  encomiums  on  the  congrefs,  who  in 
their  proceedings  and  refolutions  breathed  the 
fpirit  of  independency  and  rebellion.  The 
Britilh  parliament  poffefled  an  indubitable  legif- 
lative  lupremacy;  an  inaftive  right  was  ab- 
furd ;  if  right  exifted/  it  muft  be  afferted,  o? 
for  ever  relinquiflied.  The  difficulties  of  the 
moment  would  be  infinitely  augmentejd  by  the 
lapfe  of  a  few  years ;  and  difobedience  to  par- 
liament ofice  conrlived  at,  would  invalidate 
every  claim  to  dominion  over  America,  The 
obnoxious  afts  were  fpecifically  defended  ;  the 
Bofton  port  aft  would,  but  for  the  obftinacy  of 
the  people,  have  executed  itfelt-'  and  by  caufing 
the  indemnification  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, re-eftablilhed  the  port,  and  facilitated 
a  complete  reconciliation:  The  refoUitions  of 
cpngrefs  againft  thefe  afts,  demonftrated,  that 
the  views  of  the  Americans  extended  beyond 
the  profelfed  limits  of  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
to  the  overthrow  of  t^heaft  of  navigation,  that 
great  palladium  of  Britilh  commerce-  The 
^  queftion 
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t|ueftion  was  not  limited  to  revenue i  but  in  chap, 
its  determination  would  decide  whether  that  JS^i^ 
great  commercial  fyftem  on  which  the  ftrength  >775- 
and  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  mu- 
tual interefts  of  both  countries  vitally  depend- 
ed, ihould  be  deftroyed  to  gratify  the  foolilhly 
ambitious  temper  of  a  turbulent  and  ungrate- 
ful peopk.  The  parent  ftate  fhould  never 
relax,  till  her  fupremacy  was  acknowledged ;  , 
tut  dutiful  compliance  would  be  attended 
with  every  indulgence  confident  with  the  real 
intereft of  both  countries;  previous  conceflion 
would  be  impolitic,  pufiUanimous,  and  abfurd. 
It  was  a  duty  incumbent  on  adminifti-ation  to 
purfue  their  objeft  of  fubduing  the  rebellious 
Americans ;  and  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  fecretary 
of  ftate,  explicitly  avowed  the  minifterial  refo- 
lution  of  enforcing  obedience  by  arms,  acknow- 
ledging with  pride  tliat  he  had  advifed  coer- 
cive meafures,  from  a  conviction  of  their  ne- 
ceffity.  All  enquiiy  into  the  ftate  of  the  troops 
at  Bofton,  and  the  condu6l  of  Gage,  was  de- 
precated, on  account  of  the  impoflibility  of 
forming  a  judgment  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  and 
from  luch  (lender  p:iaterials  as  parliament  pof- 
fefled.     The  motion  wasi  negatived/  NegatiVed. 

In  fubmitting  his  late  motion  to  the  houfe,'  ift.Feb. 
the  earl   of  Chathaip  faid,  he  had  framed  a  l^^.^^^: 
plan  of  adjuflment,  folid,  honourable,  and  per-  tion  for 
manent,  which  he  took  the  earlieft  occafion  to  ^^^y^\^ 
prefent  under  the  form  of  "  A  .provifional  aft  biih^*"* 

for  fettling  the  troubles  in  America;  and  for 
"  aflerting  the  fupf eme  legiflative  authority  ami 
"  fuperintending  power  of  Great  Britain  over 
**  the  colonies/'     Hi»  introdudory  fpecch  was 

,  c  Contents  iS. — ^Non-conteAU  6S.    The  diriHon  was  remarka- 
ble by  the  appcai-ance  of  (he  duf^e  of  Cumberland  in  the  inioority. 

VOL.  IT.  T  ^     fliort: 
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CHAP,  ftort:  urging  the  neceffity  of  an  immeditfcr 
P^^  effort  at  conciliation.  Great  Britain  and 
I77S.  America,  he  faid,  were  drawTi  up  in  martial 
array,  waitinp^  for  the  fional  to  ensrage  in  a 
conteft,  in  -which  it  was  little  matter  tor  whom 
vidory  declared,  as  ruin  and  deftru&ion  maft 
be  the  inevitable  confcqnence  to  both.  He 
wifhed  to  aft  the  part  of  mediator,  but  no  re- 
gard for  poj)nlarity,  no  prcdileftion  for  his  own 
country,  not  his  high  efteem  for  America  on 
one  hand,  nor  his  unalterable  fteady  regard 
for  Great  Britain  on  the  other,  fhould  influence 
his  conduct.  He  loved  the  Americans,  as  men 
prizing  and  fetting  the  juft  value  on  that  in- 
cftimahle  blefiTmg,  liberty;  but  were  he  once 
perfuadcd,  that  they  entertained  the  moft  dif- 
tant  intention  of  rejefting  the  legiflative  fu- 
premacy,  and  general,  confiitutional,  fnperin-' 
tending  authority  and  controul  of  the  Britiflt 
legiflature^  he  would  be  the  firft  and  moft 
zealous  mover  for  exerting  the  M'feole  force  of 
Britain  in  fecuring  and  enforcing  that  powCTr 
He  entreated  the  affifiance  of  the  houfe  in  di- 
gefting  his  crude  materials,  and  adapting  them 
to  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  mbje^ 
and  their,  great  ultimate  ends. 
Heads fif  The  bill  propofed  to  modify  the  declai^toiy 
!!i^K"\*^"*^'  law,  by  providing  that  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  ihould  have  full  power  to  bind  America 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  general  weal  of 
the  whole  dominion  of  the  imperial  crown, 
beyond  the  local  competency  of  diftinft  colo- 
nial reprefentative  bodies,  and  particalarly  m 
the  regnlation  of  trade.  To  quiet  grounaIe& 
jealoufies  and  fears  refpefting  a  fianding  army, 
without  derogating  fjrom  the  legiflative,  con- 
ftitutional,  and  hitherto  nnqueftioned  preros^a- 
tive  of  the  crown,  it  was  declared  that  no  mili- 
tary 


ed  bill. 


tytbtot  tit      '  «ii 

tafy  force,  however  raifed  and  maintained  ttc-  chap. 
fcording  to  law,  could  be  lawfully  employed  yj^^ 
to  vidlate  and  deliroy  the  juft  rights  of  the  ^f^^ 
people;  The  claiife  refpe6Hng  taxation  or* 
dained,  that  no  tallage  tax,  or  charge  for  the 
king's  reventie,  ihould  be  levied  in  America 
without  legal  confent  of  the  provincial  affem- 
bly.  Th^  delegates  to  the  late  general  con- 
grefs  were  again  to  meet  in  May,  and  confider 
5ft  a  diie  i^cbgnition  of  the  fuprehie  legiflativc 
authority,  and  fuperintending  jiower  of  par- 
liament J  and  of  a  free  grant  of  a  certain,  pef * 
petual  revenue,  to  be  dilpofed  of  by  p'iartiamen t 
In  alltviation  of  the  national  debt,  which  had, 
in  no  inconfiderable  part,  been  incurred  for 
the  extenfion,  defence,  and  pfofperity  of  the 
colonies.  Thij*  free  grant  was  not,  however, 
to  be  underftodd  as  ^  condition  of  redrefs,  but 
h  teftimony  of  affedion,  nor  could  congrefp 
txercife  the  fight  of  taxation,  without  firft 
dnly  recognizing  the  fupreme  legtflative  and 
fuperintending  powei'  ctf  parliament.  The 
prayer  of  the  petitioft  of  congrefs  was  then  to 
be  jrt^anted  by  reftriftions  on  tl\e  admiralty 
jurilaid;ion  ;  a  reftoration  of  the  trial  by  jury 
where  aboliihed  in  civil  cafes ;  a  renunciation 
of  the  power  of  removing  perfons  ihdided  fof 
tnurder  to  other  provinces,  or  to  Great  Britain, 
fof  trial ;  and  a  repeal  of  all  the  aels  relating 
to  America,  from  the  fourth  year  of  the  king^  » 
to  thofe  of  the  laff  feffion,  including  the  Que- 
bec SL&y  and  that  for  quartering  foldiers. 
The  judges  were  to  hold  their  offices,  as  iu 
England,  during  good  behaviour  :  anxl  the 
colonial  charters  were  confirmed,  and  declared 
exempt  from  invafion  or  refumption,  except 
for  mifufcr,  or  fome  legal  grounds  of  forfeiture-. 
iTie  bill  concluded  with  thefe  words  ;  "  So 

T  ^  ''  iLall 
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CHAP.  '^  Aall  true  reconcilement  avert  impending 
jo:^  tt  calamities,  and  this  mod  iblemn  national 
ntS-  *'  accord  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
**  nies,  ftand  an  everlaftins^  monument  of  clc- 
*'  mency  and  magnanimity  in  the  benignant 
*'  father  of  Ws  people ;  of  wifdom  and  modera-* 
"  tion  in  this  great  nation,  famed  for  humanity 
"  as  for  valour ;  and  of  fidelity  and  grateful 
"  aftbftion  from  brave  and  loyal  colonies  to 
!^  their  parent  kingdom,  which  will  ever  pro- 
-*•  teftand  cherifli  them." 
Debate.  An  animated  debate  enfued.     Tlie  earl  of 

&Dalw^^^rtmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  America,  ex- 
mouth.  .prtrdVd  a  wifh  that  the  bill  might  lie  on  the 
tabic,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  after  the 
.adoption  of  fome  rcfolutions  relative  to  th« 
papers  already  communicated. 
Oppofition.  This  apparent  modemtion  was  highly  dif- 
s  d*^-  h  P^^^^^  *^  ^^*'^  Sandwich,  who  infifted,  that 
any  conceffion  was  an  abandonment  of  the 
caufe  of  government  The  Americans  had 
foi'med  the  nioft  hoftile  and  traitorous  defigns^ 
and  were  guilty  of  a^ual  rebellion  in  feizing 
the  king's  forts  and  ammunition,  with  an 
-avowed  intention  of  employing  them  againft 
him.  The  mode  of  introducing  the  bill  was 
unparliamentary  and  unprecedented.  The  ftak 
pretence  of  prcferving  our  commercial  interefis 
by  conceffions,  was  a  device  which  could  ini- 

E'  ofe  on  none  but  thofe  who  were  wilfully 
lind,  and  refolved  to  contradict  the  plaineil 
evidence  offafts:  the  Americans  were  not  dif- 
puting  about  words,  but  realities;  their  aim 
was  to  be  freed  from  commercial  refuiflions; 
they  courted  the  trade  of  other  nations,  and 
,he  had  in  his  pocket,  letters  which  would  un- 
deniably prove  that  fliips  M'ere  then  lading  at 
L'Orient,    Havre-de-Grace,    and  Amfterdam, 

With 
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vith  Eaft  India  and  European  commodities  for  CHAP. 
America.  He  therefore  moved  the  immediate  J^J^ 
reje^Hon  of  the  bill.  «775« 

•    The  firft  lord  of  theadmiraltv  wasfupported  Oppofmon 
by  the  duke  of  Grafton,  earl  Gower,  and  the  ^JjJ*' 
carl  of  Hillfborough.     The  duke  of  (Jrafton  The  Duk« 
particularly    denounced   the  unpafliamentary  ofGiation, 
manner  of  hurrying  the  bill  into  the  houfe : 
he  had  the  honour  of  fitting  there  longer  than 
the  noble  earl,  and  remembered  no  iimilar  in- 
ftance.     So  great  a  variety  of  fubje6ts  fliould  •  • 
not  have  been   combined,  but  diitintSHy  dif- 
cuffed-     Other  opponents  of  the  bill  contend- 
ed, that  it  was  calculated  to  gratify  the  Ameri- 
cans ia  every  particular,  but  offered  no  fecu.- 
rity  for  conceflion  on  their  part.     It  fanflified 
and  legalized  the  late  congrefs,  and  warmntecl 
another  alfembly  of  the  fame  defcription.   T^e 
afts  of  parliament  propofed  to  be  repealed  were 
fuccefsTully  defended,  ])articularly  the  Que* 
bee  aft,  which  M^as  peculiarly  extolled  for  mo- 
deration, juftitse,  and  policy. 

The  bill  was  fup^^ortecl,  or  rather  its  im-  Biiifup- 
mediate  rejeftion  oppofed,  by  the  duke  of  Rich-  P°"*^     . 
mond,  eari  of  Shelburne,  and  lord   Camden.  ' 

Lord  Shelburne  defcribed  a  ruined  commerce, 
ftarving  manufacturers,  increafcd  taxes,  heavy 
poor's-rates,  rents  fallen,  an  exhaufted  exche- 
quer,- and  a  diminiihed  revenue,  as  inevitable 
confequences  of  the*  meafures  purfued  by  ad- 
miniftration.  Famine  mull  alfo  necelTiirily 
enfue,  from  the  difcoiitinuance  of  the  vaft  fupply  / 
of  bread  corn  derived  from  America.  In  that 
cafe  ill  the  military  force  of  the  kingdom 
would  be  requiiite  to  keep  the  people  in  due 
reftraint,  as  M'as  folly  demonftrated  during  the 
fcarcity  in  1766.  The  miniftry  were  gene- 
jEally  challenged  .to  difcufs  thq  principles  of 
•'     "  p  3  the 
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CHAP,  the  bill,  although  an  imniediake  deciiion  wat 
J  J°^  profefledly  not  required.  The  laws  propofed 
V7S*  to  be  repealed  were  analyfed  with  great  fe verity, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  laft  feffion.  Nor  was 
the  pix)bability  of  foreigi>  interference  omitted ; 
and  the  mini  It  ry  were  cautioned  againft  trufi- 
ing  to  the  ailurancies  of  their  inveterate  enc- 
jnies. 

A  MORE  moderate  party,  confiftio^  of  the 
duke  of  Manchefter,  earlTf'ernpIc and  lord  Lytr 
tleton,  (lifappfoved  of  many  parts  of  the  inll, 
but  deprecated  its  fudden  rejeflion,  as  ao  aor 
neceffary  infult  to  an  exa)tea  charaiSer.     Lord 
:|.'eniple  attributed  all  the  evils  and  difira^ons 
to  the  fatal  repeal  of  the  llamp  a^ ;  and  the  1aw9 
of  the  laft  ftffion  were  more  exceptionable  in 
jnode,  than   matter.      Lord  Lyttleton   voted 
againft  the  rejedlion  of  the  bill,  yet  differed  in 
many  refpe^Jts  fjom  lord  Chatham,  particulariy 
on  the  ffibjeft  of  the  Quebec  aft,  againft  the 
repeal  of  which  be  ftrenuoully  (iontepded. 
^erfonai         In  th^  cpuifc  of  the  debate  much  perfona| 
t^As^'      altercation  arofe.      The  duke  of  Richpiond 
animadverted    with    great  fever ity    on    lonj 
Gowcr ;  and  lord  Chatham,    in  arguing  lor4 
Saiulwich's  motion,  uttered  a  tremendous  phi- 
lippic againft  the  whole  adminiftratiop. 
jntcmpcr-        H^  began  with  his  quondam  colleague  in 
aicfpeecb    office,  aufl  vcry  humble  fervant,  the  duke  of 
^^l^^    Graftop,    on  wbofe  logic  he  defcanted  with 
grea-t  feverity .  ^'puld  he  be  more  juftl v  charged 
with  hurrying  the  bufinefs  into  the  houfe,  or 
his  grace  wi^ih  hurryiiig  it  out?  America  wa$ 
declared  in  rel)^llion  }*  eleven  days  had  elapfed 
fince  his  laft  mptjon,  and  no  nieafure  bad  yet 
been  propofed  by  any  of  the  king's  fervants. 
^'  Even  now,"  he  faid,  '*  if  they  willafiureme 
«  \\}cy  have  a  plan  to  offer,  1  will  give  tliem  a 
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^'  proof  of  candour  they  do  not  delerve,  by  c  h  a  k 

^^  iDilantly  \!riU)dra.wing  my  bill."    The  hide-   JJ^^ 

cent  attempt  to  ftifle  the  meafure  in  embryo,      X774- 

"would  not  fink  it  in  oblivion;  it  would  make  its 

way  to  the  public,  to  the  natipq,  to  the  remoteft 

^ilds  of  America,  ijt  would  be  coolly  inveltigat* 

jed,  and  appreciated  by  its  merits  or  demerits 

alone.     "  lam  not  aftonilhed,"  he  continued, 

^*^  that  men  who  hate,  ihould  deleft  thofe  mIio 

**  prize  liberty ;  or  that  thofe  who  want,  ihould 

"  perfecute  thofe  who  poffcfs  virtue.     I  could 

"  demonftrate,   were  I  fo  difp©fed,   that  the 

."  whole  of  your  political  ^conduft  has  been  one 

"  continued  feries  o^  weaknefs,  temerity,  def- 

^^  potifra,  ignorance,  futility,  negligence,  bluu- 

*^  dertng,  and  the  moft  notorious  fervility,  iu- 

"  capacity,  and  corruption.     On  reconlidera- 

"  tion  I  muft  allow  you  one  merit,  a  firi^l  at- 

"  tention  to  your  own  interefts:  in  that  view 

"  you  appear  found  ftatefmen,  and  able  poli- 

^'  ticians.     You  well  know  if  the  prefent  mea- 

**  fure  fliould  prevail,  you   muft  inftantly  re* 

**  linquiih  your  places.   I  doubt  much  whether 

**  you  will  be  able  to  keep  them  on  any  terms: 

^'  but  fure  I  am,  fuch  are  your  well-known  cha- 

"  ra^r9  and  abilities,  that  any  plan  of  recon- 

^*  citation,  however  moderate,  wile,  and  feafi- 

"  ble,  muft  fail  in  your  hands.     Who  then  can 

^*  Nvronder,  that  you  fliould  negative  any  mea-. 

^'  fure,  which  muft  annihilate  your  power,  de^- 

^'  prive  you  of  your  emoluments,  and  at  once 

♦'  reduce  you  to  that  ftate  of  infignificance, 

*'  for  which  God  and  nature  defigned  your" 

The  earls  of  Gower  and  Hillfborough  warm-  Reply  of 
\^  reprobated    thefe    intemperate   animadver-  miuiiUn. 
lions,  as  the  mere  refult  of  a  factious  defign  to 
embarrafs  government,  and  obtain  undue  poi- 
pul^rity :  great  induftrj^  would  doubtlefs  be  era- 

p  4  ployed 
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CiiAP.  ployed  in  circulating  the  bill,  and  inflaniiHg 
XXV.  the  public  mind,  both  in  England  and  America. 
Ttff^  To  talk  of  three  millions  of  Americans  in  arms 
M  as  a  grofs  exaggeration,  the  whole  population 
did  not  exceed  that  amount:  one  third,  atleafi, 
would  fubmit,  and  deducting  from  the  remain- 
der, the  aged,  the  infants,  and  the  females,  his 
lordlliip's/afts  would  be  found  no  more  corred 
than  his  arguments.  It  would  be  fufficiently 
early  to  anfwer  general  charges,  when  fo  point- 
ed as  to  call  for  defence  or  explanation  :  but, 
lord  Ciower  obferved,  the  perfons  cenfured  only 
fliared  the  fate  of  all  other  adminiftrations  he 
ever  remembered ;  lord  Chatham  having  uni- 
formly condemned,  though  he  afterwards  a^d 
with  them,  and  if  his  age  did  not  form  an  im- 
pediment, he  would  probably  give  on  the  pre- 
sent occaiion,  one  more  proof  of  veifatility,  by 
warmly' efpoufing  the  meaiures  he  now  fo  loud- 
ly condemned. 

LoHP  Sandwich's  motion  was  carried,  and 
that  for  bringing  in  the  bill  rejefted.' 
« 3d  Jan.        Mkanwhi£.e  the  papers  fubmitted   to  the 
Pctidills     honfe  of  commons  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
in  favour    and  numcrous  petitions  offered  on  American 
Ameri-      '^ff^^'is,  I'toHi  ^reat  mercantile  citics  and  towns,* 
cans.  '      praying  parliament  to  defift  from  thofe  pro- 
ceedings which  occafioned  the  American  aA 
fociation,  fo  prejudicial  to  commerce. 
Debate  on       On  the  fiift  petition  from  the  merchants  of 
midom"^"  London,  a  ftrcnuous  debate  arofe  on  a  propoQ- 
tipn  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  on  the  twenty^ 

<  6t  to  31. 

e  The  American  meichants  in  London  prcfented  two;  Bnft^I 
'  Jf\it  fame  number,  Glalgow,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Manchefter,  Bir- 
mingham, Wolverhampton,  Dudlev,  and  fevrral  other  places  m 
Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  Tent  petitions*  as  did  various  bodies  of 
i|B{f  cli^nt^  intcrcitcd  iii  t)K  great  obje^U  o(  Uifpute* 

feventl?, 
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fevetith  of  January,  the  day  after  that  appoliited  c  h  a  p, 
for  confidering  the  papers.     Much  acrimony  ^^^^^ 
was  difplayed  in  arraigning  the  condnft  of  ini«     i775, 
nMlers,  and  much  ridicule  thrown  on  the  pro-  Rgfcrredto 
pofed    committee,    which   Burke  humoroufly  acomuw- 
termed  a  Coventrj/  committee,  and  a  commit-  *^^' 
tee  of  oblivion.    ITie  quellion  was  however  car- 
ried/ and  all  the  enfuing  petitions,  together 
with  one  from  Bii?ningham  of  contrary  ten-^ 
dency,^  were  fubmitted  to  the  fame  committee. 
The  merchants  of  London,  difpleafed  by  this 
reference,  withdrew  their  petitions,  declaring 
themfelves  under  no  apprehenfions  refpeding 
their  American  debts,  unlefs  the  means  of  re- 
mittance fliould  be  cut  off  by  meafures  adopted 
in  Great  Britain. 

Dr.  Franklin,  and  Meffrs.  BoUan  and  Lee,  *5tiiand 
who  were  authorized  by  the  continental  con-  p^jlii^rf 
grefs  to  prefent  their  petition  to  the  king,  alfo  Dr.Fraoi* 
prayed  to  be  examined  at  the  bar,  in  fupport  !!2^^ 
of  that  paper  which,  they  were  enabled  to  elu- 
cidate.    In  debating  this  requeft,  it  was  iniift- 
ed  on  one  lide,  that  compliance  would  lead  to 
inextricable  confufion,  and  deftroy  the  whole 
colony  government.    It  would  explicitly  fanc- 
tion  the  congrefs,  which  was  not  a  legal  meet-* 
ing,  and  recognize  the  parties  making  the  ap- 
plication, who  were  not  in  faft  legally  appoint- 
ed.    On  the  other,  it  was  contended  that  the 
congrefs,  however  illegal  for  other  purpofes, 
were  fully  competent  to  this :  the  petition  M^as 
iigned  by  the  members :  it  might  be  received 
as  from  them  in  their  individual  capacity,  and 
the  equity  of  the  houfe  ihould  rather  lead  to 

f  197  to  81. 

c  It  was  infifted  by  oppofition  that  this  counter-petition  was  un-    ' 
fairly  obtained  by  minilrerial  influence,  and  not  iigued  by  peHbnt 
ftalJy  intCicHed  in  the  American  tradi;. 

the 
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CHAP,  the  adoption  of  plaufible  reaibna  for  receiraig, 
i%i^^^    than  the  invention  of  pretences  for  rejecting 
>r75*     fuch  papen;  the  pjradice  of  difmifling  petitiooa 
and  declining  the  examination  of  agents,  would 
eftabliih  an  opinion,  that  thofe  who  rcfufed  to 
hear  compJaintSy  abdicated  the  rights  of  go- 
vernment, and  thus  naturally  lead  to  univeria) 
Ityeaed.    rebellion.   The  introdudion  of  tlie  petition  was 

not  permitted.^ 
^Tth.         Ik  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  the 
^JJjJ^'^**  papers  from  America,  lord  North  reargued  the 
Affericaii   cuilomary  topics  of  parliamentary  fupremacy, 
M^**      the  propriety  of  American  contribution,  aiid 
lightnefs  of  the  taxes  hitherto  impoled,  which 
did  not  amount  to  more  than  fix  pence  a  yew 
pn  each  individual.  Then,  denouncing  the  coa- 
federacy  againft  importation  as  the  caule  of  the 
prefent  feparation,  he  unfolded  his  plan  of  co* 
ercion,  which  was,  to  fend  to  America  a  lai^ 
military  force,  and  by  a  temporary  a6l,  to  flop 
the  foreign  commerce  of  New  England,  and 
tlieir  filhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
till  they  returned  to  their  duty;    declaring^ 
whenever  the  event  took  place,  their  real  grier* 
ances  ihould,  on  proper  application,  be  redrcff- 
Motio^  for  ed.  His  motion  was  for  an  addrefs,  thanking  thg 
anaddrcfs.  j^jjjg  f^j.  ^^^  communication  of  papers;  alHrm- 
ing  the  province  of  Maffachuifet  s  Bay  to  be  in 
rebellion ;  declaring  the  refolution  of  the  bou&, 
not  to  relinquish  any  part  of  the  fovereign  a&7 
thority,  vcfted  by  law  in  his  majefly  and  the 
two  houfes,  over  every  branch  of  the  empire; 
and  profefling  tlieir  couftant  readinefs  to  pay 
attention  to  the  grievances  of  the  fubjeft,  wheii 
prefented  in  a  dutiful  and  conftitutional  man- 
ner.    The  king  was  requefted  to  takp  eftecr 
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tual  meaCured  for  enforciag  obedience  to  the  chaf<» 
Jaws  and  authority  of  the  iTupreme  l^tflature,  J^^ 
and  in  the  moil  folemn  manner  aflureo  of  therr     97751 
fixed  refohition,  at  the  hazard  of  their  live$ 
and  properties,  to  fupport  him  againft  all  re^ 
bellious  attempts,  in  the  maintenance  of  hit 
Jttft  tighti,  and  thofe  of  the  two  houfes. 

The  debate,  though  fpirited  and  vehement, 
afforded  little  novelty;  and  no  other  intereil 
than  appertained  to  the  importance  of  the  fob-' 
je6l.     Fox  moved  an  amendment  cenfuring  Amende 
the  miniftry,  for  having  rather  inflamed  than  ">«>^ 
healed  differences,  and  praying  for  their  re-  "**^ 
iBovaIr     He  expatiated  on  the  mjuftice,  inex^ 
pedienc^,  and  folly  of  the  motion;  prophefy- 
ing  defeat  in  America;  ruin  and  punifhment 
at  home. 

Dunning  denied  tlie  exifteni^  of  rebellion, 
but  was  fijlly  anfwered  by  Thurlow,  The  cha- 
xader  of  the  Americans,  their  religious  enthu- 
JKafm  and  inaptitude  for  arms,  were  difcuiied 
•with  mote  venemence  thaij  judgment.  Capv 
tain  Luttrell  pointed  out  the  evils  and  incon- 
veniences refulting  from  a  war  with  the  colo- 
jaies ;  difcuffed  at  large  the  probability  of  foreign 
interference,  and  in  fpeaking  of  the  inefficiency 
jof  arms  in  fuch  a  caufe,  concluded  with' this 
f emark :  "  The  Americans,  however,  feel  as  a 
**  confolation,  that  every  Ihip  and  every  regit- 
^*  ment  fent  to  Bofton,  adds  ftrength  to  their 
"  caufe;  for  without  much  pretenfion  to  nror 
"  phefy,  I  may  foretell,  that  the  hiftory  of  thefe 
^'  diffenilons  will  be  fimilar  to  that  of  the  tron-* 
"  hies  in  Ireland,  in  the  reira  of  Elizabeth, 
''  That  queen,  impatient  to  iubdue  the  Irifli, 
"  employed  a  large  army,  but  the  rebels  daily 
*'  gathered  ftrcn fifth;  Elizabeth  demanding  the 
>*  caufC)  was  anl^ered,  that  the  army  there  was 

'^  the 
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CHAP.  **  the  true  reafon;  for  their  money  had  found 
J^^  **  its  way  into  the  country,  and  enabled  hci 
«?7J*  **  opponents,  not  only  to  purchafe  aramum- 
♦*  tion  and  warlike  ftores,  but  even  to  hire 
*'  foreign  officers,"  Th^  amendment  was  bc- 
gativedV 
ftiiFcb.  On  the  prefentation  of  the  report,  lord  John 
Motion  to  Cavendifh  moved  to  recommit  the  addrefs;  in 
Sc^ad^^  *^^  debate,  in  whieh  the  exiftence  of  rebellion, 
and  the  policy  of  declaring  it,  were  amply  dit 
culled,  Wilkes  would  not  pretend  to  decide 
on  the  ftate  of  Maffachuflet's  Bay ;  a  fit  and 
proper  refiilance,  was  a  revolution,  not  a  rtbtl- 
lion.  «  Who  can  tell,"  he  faid,  "  whether,  ia 
*'  confequence  of  this  very  day  s  violent  and 
*^  mad  addrefs^  the  fcalibard  may  not  l>e  thrown 
**  away  by  them  as  well  as  by  us,  and,  ihould 
"  foccefs  attend  them,  whether,  in  a  few  years, 
•'  the  Americans  may  not  celebrate  the  glorious 
**  era  of  the  revolution  of  1775,  as  we  do  that 
*^  of  1688.  Succeis  crowned  the  generous  cf' 
"  forts  of  our  forefathers  for  freedom,  elfe  they 
"  had  died  on  the  fcaifold  as  traitors  and  rc- 
"  bels,  and  the  period  of  our  hiftoiy,  wliich 
*^  does  us  the  moft  honour,  would  have  been 
^^  deemed  a  rebellion  againft  lawful  authority; 
"  not  a  refiftance  {an6iioned  by  all  the  laws  of 
"God  and  man,  and  the  expulfion  of  a  tyiwt'' 
.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  obfervations,  it  was  faid, 
the  prefent  important  crifis,  (and  one  more  in- 
tricate had  not  occurred  fince  the  revolution) 
was  not  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  refractory 
fpirit  of  ungrateful  fubjects  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Atlantic,  than  to  fome  no-lefs  rclllefs  on 
this  fide;   and  as  a  great  minifter  had  once 

'  i  Thor«  were  two  ciivifions  i  on  th«  ainendmenti  tiie  number?  ^f^ 
304  to  xcj ;  on  the  .original  mQtiop>  Z96  to  106. 
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bos^d  erf  liaving  conquered  America  in  Get*  chap, 
many ;  fo  it  would  now  be  neceffary  to  conquer  ^i^^l/j 
it  wholly  or  partially  in  England;  for  till  re-  «775- 
ilraint  could  be  ilnpofed  dn  tlie  fedition  fo  con- 
itantly^  artfully,  and  iliamefiilly  circulated  from 
hence,  and  a  check  given  to  thofe  incendiaries 
wlio  breathed  forth  the  inflammatory  poifon 
conveyed  in  ^very  news-paper,  we  could  never 
liope^  without  the  laft  extremities,  to  bring  the 
wicked  leaders^;  of,  thofe  deluded  people  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty  and  obligations.  Tneir  pro* 
ceedings,  and  the  papers  before  the  houfe,  j  evi- 
dently proved  thfy  were  ungratefully  afpiring 
to  be  independent;  a  future  age  might  poffibly 
witnefs  the  accompliiliment  of  their  deiign; 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  Englishmen,  by  vigi- 
lance, to  prevent  the  anticipation  of  that  etil 
day;  remilfneis  or  want  of  firmnefs  would  leav« 
an  everlafting  ftain  on  the  prefeut  age.  The 
declarations  of  congrefs  were  traced  to  the  real 
fources,  and  their  arrogance  in  prohibiting  Bri^ 
ti(h  commodities,  was  oxpofed  to  deferved  cea-- 
fure.  "  To  all  nations  with  whom  we  are  not 
"  actually  at  war,"  Sir  William  Mayne  obferv- 
cd,  "  we  can  tranfport  our  commodities  with 
"  fafety;  but  it  is  only  on  the  inhofpitable  * 
^*  continent  of  America,  thatBritifli  manufac* 
."  tures,  the  produce  of  Britilh  induftry,  cannot 
"find  an  afylum." 

Load  North,  who  had  before  Ihewn  fome  irrefoi«- 
jrrefolution  and  doubt,  relative  to  the  meafures  JJ^^JJj^^** 
of  coercion,  by  ftating  a  willingnefs  to  repeal 
the  tax  on  tea,  if  that  conceffion  would  fatisfy 
the  Americans,  now  difplayed  ftill  greater  hefi- 
tation.  He  difclaimed  the  taxation  of  America 
as  an  a6i  of  his  adminiftration,  and  traced  it  to 
the  duke  of  Grafton;  adding,  that  the  quar- 
rel would  be  terminated,  if  the  conftitutional 

right 


rijfbt  of  ftipFemacy  were  conceded  to  Great  Bri- 
tai4i.    The  motion  for  recdRimitment  was  ne* 
177?'    grttived.^ 
c^'oTct!*         ^  CONFERENCE  having  been  heW  on  the 
enoL"       addrds,  the  earl  of  Daftmonth  moved  for  the 
Debatt  in    conoutrence  of  the  lords :  the  fnarquis  of  Ro«k- 
J^c  »»ode    inghani,  at  the  faiiie  time,  prefented  petitions 
from    the   American  merchartts   in   London, 
and  from  the  Weft  IridJa  planters;  and  the 
previous  queftioh  was  demanded  on  the  earl  of 
/Dartmouth's  motion. 
ton!  Lord   Mansfield,    ih  a  long  and   able 

J^l*-  fpeecb,  defcanted  on  the  arrogaace  of  the 
Cpcccb.  American  claims,  demonftrated  the  futility  of 
the  reafonings  to  impofe  a  belief  that  the 
colottifts  contended  for  an  exemption  from 
taxation  only,  and  animadverted  on  lord  Chat- 
iiam's  declaration  in'^a  former  debate,  that  in 
return  for  a  temporary  fnfpenfion,  and  ultimate 
repeal  of  the  obnoxious  a6^$,  America  muft 
naequi vocally  admit  the  fupreme  legiflativc 
ootitrouling  power  of  parliament,  iti  every  cafe 
except  that  of  taxation.  The  congrefs,  he 
remarked,  avoided  every  decferatiort,  equivo- 
cal or  unequivocal ;  for  all  they  promifed  was 
fubrniffion  to  the  aft  of  navigation,  while  they 
boldly  contended  for  the  repeal  of  every  law 
from  which  that  aft  could  derive  force  or 
effeft.  He  minutely  analyzed  the  declarations 
of  congrefs,  and  the  afts  of  parliament  of 
which  they  complained,  proving,  that  to  an- 
nul any,  except  the  tax  laws,  would  be  a  com- 
plete renunciation  of  fovereignty.  On  the 
petitions  he  obferved,  that,  undoubtedly  every 
clafs  of  people  would  feel  feverely  tlie  effeSs 
of  war,  ^vhile  none  could anfwer  for  its  events; 
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tlie  Britifli  forces  might  be  defeated,  the  Ameri*  CH  Alik 
cans  might  prevail,  and  Great  Britain  be  ftrip-  JS^ 
ped  for  ever  of  the  fovereignty;  but  tat  «7f> 
qneftion  was,  whether  the  ri^bt  of  the  mother- 
country  flionld  be  refoltftely  afferted,  or  at 
once  reiinquiftied.  He  argued,  from  the  docu* 
Inejits  before  the  hotife,  that  the  colonies  "werft 
in  a  Rate  of  rebellion,  and  while  he  doubted 
the  expediency  of  taxation,  deprecated  thtf 
confideration  of  the  queftion  in  that  view,  tiR 
Ae  right  fliouhl  be  fully  afferted  and  acknow-* 
ledged.  He  condemned  the  taxes  imjbofed  in 
1767,  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  troables 
and  political  coiifufions ;  tliey  had  fbrolni  the 
colonies  into  a  ferment,-  and  injured  Britifh 
commerce,  by  futnifliing  the  Americans  with 
a  temptation  f o  fmtfggle. 

Lord  Camden  combated  the  affertion  that  LordCim. 
the  colonies  were  iti  rebellion,  and  entered  inttt 
a  variety  of  diftindtons  relative  to  conftru^Vcf 
treafon.  He  difclaimed  all  participation  m 
the  law  for  taxine  America,  having  never  been 
confulted  on  the  lubjcft. 

The  duke  of  Grafkon  complaiticd  warmly  Bukeaf 
of  the  condu6l  of  both  the  law  lords;  it  was  Gnftoo. 
mean,  he  faid,  in  lord  Camden,  and  much 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  exalted  flatton  he 
had  filled,  when  the  duties  were  impofed,  to 
fcreen  himfelf  from  the  confequences^  by  im^ 
puting  the  meafure  to  others,  wha,  as  he  wat 
/nlly  confcious,  had  no  more  particular  con-* 
cem  in  it  than  himfelf.  The  aft  was  confent-* 
cd  to,  at  lead  in  the  Cabinet  r  lord  Camden 
acquiefced  in  it,  he  fat  in  the  chair  of  that 
hoofe  while  it  paffed  in  its  feveral  ftages,  and 
fi^ified  the  royal  approbation  under  the  feal 
of  his  ofirce  ;  and  Ihall  he  now  tell  the  houfe 
»nd  the  pubKc,  that  it  paffed  without  his  ap-* 

probation 
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CHAP,   probation  or  participation  ?     The  duke  gladly 
^2^   availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  teftify'mg 
a775-     to  the  public,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of 
the  meafure;  perhap/s  it  was  contrary  to  his 
judgment;  but  he  referved  his  fentnnentsto 
a  future  occafion  ;  every  cabinet  niinifter  who 
a3ed  and  deliberated  in  that  capacity  at  the 
time  of  palTmg  a  law,  fliould  equally  Ihare  the 
cenfure  or  applaufe  refulting  from  its  merits 
or  defects.     His  grace  combated  lord   Mans: 
field  s  arguments  againft  the  mode  of  enforcing 
the  a£i,  ,and  lamented  the  misfortune  he  fui- 
fered  while  niinifter,  in  being  deprived  of  his 
affiftance,  which  he  knew  was  aftbrded  to  pre- 
vious adniinillrations. 
ton! Lyt-       LoRDLvTTLEToy  fpokc  witb  j^rcat  fc vcritj 
**^"-        on  the  doftrine  of  lord  Camden  refpectiug  con- 
ftrucUve  treafons.  .  Thofe  little  evafions  and 
-    diftin6lions,  he  obfcrved,  were  the  efFecls  of 

Iuofeffional  fubtlcty,  and  low^  cuiiniug ;  it  was 
nghly  abfiuxl  to  enter  jijto  fuch  ilimfy  obferva- 
tions  on  this  or  that  particular  phvafe  or  word, 
and  thence  draw  deductions,  equally  puerile 
and  inconclufiye,  that  the  colonies  were  not 
in  rebellion,  lie  flioukl  not  ^bide  by  fuch 
far-fetched  interpretations ;  but  be  guided  by 
common  fenfe,  and  only  confult  tlie  papers  on 
the  table,  to  prove  beyond  queftion  the  very 
reverfc  of  lord  Camden's  inference. 
tordShttl.  •  Lord  Siu:lkuiin£^  hoping  the  day  of  in- 
turae.  quiry  and  public  rptribution  would  come,  when 
the  author  of  the  prefent  dangerous  meafures 
would  be  cliicov,e;'ecl^  and  t^hat  defpotic  fyftem, 
■which  had  for  fame  time  governed  the  colonies' 
te  developed,  afiirmed,  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, that  neither  the  duke  of  Grafton  nor 
lord  Camden  approved  of  taxing  America^ 
his  own  fentimcnts  wei^  too  well  known  tor 

require 
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tequire  recapitulation;  and  he  intimated  that  ch/vp. 
the  king  was  favourably  difpofed  towards  the    ^^Zj 
colonies.     It  was  therefore  deferring  of  en-     1775- 
^uiry,  how  this  unexpefted  change  was  effeft- 
ed,  and  by  what  fatal  over-ruling  influence 
this  great  empire  was  brought  to  the  eve  of  a 
civil  war  ? 

The  debate  now  became  extremely  tumul-  Duke  of 
tuary.  The  duke  of  Richmond  related  official  Richmond. 
anecdotes,  tending  to  cenfure  lord  Mansfield,  Lord 
-who  in  reply  denied  the  charge  of  having  in-  Mansfield. 
fluenced  or  direfted  the  prdent  meafures; 
though,  if  true,  he  fliould  glory  in  it,  as  he 
thought  them  wife,  politic,  and  equitable.  He 
difavowed,  with  manly  pride,  the  low  arts  ufed 
to  obtain  popularity;  and  while  he  claimed 
the  merit  of  ftriving  to  deferve,  renounced, 
with  deteftation,  the  bafenels  of  courting  it; 
he  expofed  the  artifices  of  which  he  had  been 
ivitnefs  among  cabinet-mtnifters,  to  acquire 
popularity,  as  the  means  of  forwarding  llieir 
ambitious  or  interefted  views ;  and  anfwered  the 
menaces  of  his  opponents  with  magnanimous 
defiance:  "  I  am  threatened !''  he  exclaimed  ; 
**  I  dare  the  authors  of  thofe  threats  to  put  any 
"  one  of  them  in  execution.  I  am  ready  to 
**  meet  their  charges,  and  prepared  for  the 
•*  event,  either  to  cover  my  adverfaries  with 
"  fLame  and  difgrace,  or  in  the  fall,  rifque  the 
"  remnant  of  a  life  nearly  drawing  to  a  con- 
"  clufion,  and  confequently  not  worth  much 
«  folicitude." 

LordSheiburne  again  prefled  his  former  LordsheU 
obfervations,  and  more  than  infinuated  tliat  the  ^""'«' 
chief-juftice  of  the    King's   Bench  had  not 
jpoken  the  truth  :  upon  which  lord  Mansfield,  Lord 
with  confiderable  warmth,  lamented  that  for  Man$/icld. 
the  firft  time,  he  witneffed  a  deviation  from  the 
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CHAP,  ufual  practice  of  that  houfe,  to  bthave  like  gfn- 
^^^  tlemcn,  and  accufed  the  lail  fpeaker  of  utter- 
1775-  ing  jrrofs  falfchoods.  Lord  Shelburne  retorted 
blmif*^*  the  charge;  and  after  foiueexti-atieousfpccchcs 
Original  relative  to  the  navy,  this  difgraceful  and  in- 
decorous debate  was  terminated,  by  adopting 
the  artinnative  of  the  previous  queftion,  and 
agreeing  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfc  of  com- 
Protcftt.     nions.'     \  proteft  on  each  fubjeft  was  entered 

on  tlie  journals, 
loth  Feb.        Xji  Eking's  anfvver  to  the  addrefs  was  accoro- 
tatifrTof'    panicd    with    a  meflage,    in   confequcnce  of 
forcet.       which  two  thoufand  additional   feamen,  and 
'^'^*         four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three 
land-forces  were  voted,  though  not   without 
many  fevere  cenfures  on  the  conduct  of  go- 
vernment, the  deceit  praclifed  by  miniltei^  in 
tlie  fmall  force  at  firft  demanded,  and  infmua- 
tions  on  the  infufficiency  of  the  armament  to 
eiFe6l  any  beneficial  purpofc ;  the  probability 
of  foreign  interference  was  not  omitted,  and 
captiiin  Walfirtgham  affcrted  that  France  had 
^  ieventy-five  fail  of  the  line,  one-half  of  which 
were  manned  and  fit  for  aftual  fervice. 
w>thFei>.        In  puifuance  of  his  plan,  lord  North  iutro- 
Nw*^Ett^'  duced  a  bill  for  reftraining  the  commerce  of 
hod  re      the  New  England  provinces  to  Great  Britain, 
ftniintng     Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  prohibiting 
them  from  carrying  on,  for  a  limited  time,  any 
fifliery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  with 
an  exception  in  favour  of  individuals  who  ihould 
obtain  from  the  governors  of  certain  provinces^' 
certificates  of  good  beliavjour,  and  take  a  tcfi 
acknowledging  the  rights  of  parliaments 

^  The  previous  (jTieftion  is,  Whether  the  mala  queftion  fiul]  H 
now  put }  which  was  carried  by  X04.  to  19  x  the  divifion  on  Cte 
princi^)al  queltion  was  S7  to  27.  The  protcfts  wcne  figmd  bj  xf 
peers. 
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The  bill  was  juftified  by  the  rebellious  ftate  chap, 
of  thofe  provinces,  as  proved  by  the  papers  be-   ^^^ 
lore  the  houfe :  the  arguments  in  its  lupport     »775* 
vere,  that  as  the  Americans   had  rcfufed  to 
trade  with  this  kingdom,  it  was  juft  to  prevent 
their  commerce  with  other  nations.     Whatever 
diftrefs  they  might  feel,  their  own  conduft  left 
them  no  right  of  complaint :  they  had  begua 
the  pra6tice  by  an  aflbciation  calculated  to  ruin 
our  merchants,  impoveri/li  our  manufa6lurers, 
and  ftarve  the  Weft  India  iilands. 

The  oppofition  urged  the  impolicy  of  de-  Oppofi. 
ftroying  a  trade  wliich  could  never  be  reftored :  ****"' 
God  and  nature,  they  argued,  "had  given  the 
Newfoundland  fiihery  to  New,  and  not  to  Old 
England.     The  penalties  confounded  the  in- 
nocent with  the  guilty ;  nor  was  it  poflible  for 
government  to  iliue  fuch  a  proclamation  as 
MTould  afford  fecurity  to  all  who  were  well  in- 
tentioned.     Tlie.bill  was  calculated  to  irritate 
the  Americans  and  ftarve  four  provinces ;  and 
the  danger  of  the  Americans  withholding  the* 
debts  due  to  Britifli  merchants  was  ftrongly 
urged. 

'     During  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  petitions  24th  Feb. 
were  prefented  from  the  American  merchants  P«'tJon«# 
in  London,  from  the  merchants  of  Poole,  from  asth. 
the  quakers,  and  from  the  merchants  of  Water- 
ibrd.     They  were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  ^J^f^^^^^ 
niany  witneffes  examined;  but  their  evidence  Evidtnce/ 
did  not  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the  mea- 
ture. 

On  the  third  reading,  Mr.  Hartley  propofed  Debate  on 
an  amendment,  permitting  the  importation  of  ^^^^^^^ 
fuel,  corn,  meal,  flour,  and  other  viiSiual,  car-  '"^^    ^* 
pried  coaft-wife  from  other  parts  of  America  into 
b||e  profcribed  provinces.  This  motion  brought 
before  the  houfe,  in  aggravated  colours,  the 

q  ^  queftiou 
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c  HAP,  queflion  of  involving  in  one  common  famine 
Jj^  the  friend  and  the  foe  of  government ;  the  tp- 
r^'s-  fiftmg  adult,  the  feeble  infant,  the  pregnant 
female,  and  the  decrepid  elder.  The  poor  peo- 
ple, Burke  obferved,  were  already  reduced  lo 
beggary,  and  now  the  beggar's  fcrip  vnsta  takes 
from  them  ;  ca  en  tlie  morfel  tendered  by  thf 
hand  of  charity  was  dallied  from  the  mouth  of 
hunger. 

GovkrnorPownall anfwered all  thefe ar- 
guinents  by  ftating  as  a  faft^  that  the  New 
Englifli  colonies  (although    agi'iculture'  was 
neglected)  were  in  no  danger  of  famine:  tbey 
were  great  grazing  f:'ttlcments,  and  the  flour 
and   bifcuit  imported  from  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  were  merely  articles  of  luxury  for 
the  rich :  he  therefore  ridiculed   the   imputa- 
tions of  obduracy  and  cruelty  fo  liberally  ad- 
vanced againft  the  miniftry,  and  confideriny 
the  bill  as  a  mere  commercial  regulation,  witt 
holding  imlulgences  from  colonics,  who  pro- 
hibited tratle  with  England,  gave  it  his  cordial 
fupport.     The  motion  was  negatived.* 
i^Aand         In  the  lords,  the  bill  was  oppofed,  as  in  tbe 
o%^i  lower  houie.     Petitions  were   prefented,  and 
4oihehoufe  witncfles  examined,  to  the  fame  cfTetS.     On  the 
«fiord«.      motion  for  its  commitment,    the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  compared  the  conduft  of  minif- 
try to  ttiat  of  marllial  Rozcn,  king  James  the 
Second's'  French  general   in  Ireland,  who  in 
Order  to  reduce  the  gairifon  of  Derry,  collefted 
the  wives,  children,  and   aged  parents  of  tii« 
befieged  under  the  walls,  there  to  periih  bv 
famine,    or  to  be  maflacred  if  they  attempt- 
ed to.  retreat      "  But,"  the  marquis  addtd, 
^  wpak,    infatuated,    and   bigotted,    as    thai 
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**  prince  was,    his  heart  revolted  at  fuch  a  chap, 
*'  horrid  expedient  for  fubduin^  his  enemies;  ^^^ 
**  as  foon  as   it  reached  his    knowledge,    lie     »775- 
**  immediately  countermanded  the  barbarous 
**  order,  and  left  the  innocent  and  uuotfending 
"  at  Hberty." 

The  minifterial  members  explicitly  denied 
the  imputation  of  intending  to  fubjett  the  co- 
lonics to  famine:  far  from  thinking  themfelves 
driven  to  that  refource,  they  confidered,  that  in 
the  event  of  armed  reliftance,  the  Americans 
U'ould  afford  an  eafy  and  inglorious  conquelL 
^*  Suppofe  the  colonies  to  abound  in  men,"  lord 
Sandwich  injudicioufly  exclaimed,   "  of  what 
***  importance  is  the  faft?     They  are  raw,  iin- 
*'  dilciplined,  and  cowardly.    I  wifli,  inflead  of 
"  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  of  thefe  brave  fellows^ 
**  they  would  produce,  at  leaft,  two  hundred 
**  thoufand ;  the  more  the  better !    the  eafier 
**  would  be  the  conqueft: — if  they  did  not  run 
*'  away,  they  avouUI  llarve  themfelves  into  com- 
•*  pliance  with  our  ineafures,"     He  related  in 
fiipport  of  his  opinion,  an  anecdote  of  the  laft 
ivar,  derived  from  Sir  Peter  Warren.   The  duke 
of  Grafton  maintained,  that  tht  bill  was  found- 
ed on  the  principle  of  retaUation  and  puniih- 
xnent,  for  an  outrage  as  daring  as  it  was  un- 
provokerl,  ftill  further  heightened  and  aggra- 
vated by  refiftance  to  all  lawful  authority,  and 
almoft  a  pofitive  avowal  of  total  independence 
on  the  mother-country." 

Oy  the  third  reading,  an  amendment  was  «i*^*^* 
made,  invalidating  protefting  certificates  ob- 
tained from  the  governors  of  New  Jerfev,  Pen* 
lylv^nia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Caro- 
lina, on  the  ground,  that  thefe  colonies  were  as 

9  The  numbers  for  committing  the  bill  were  104  to  i9« 
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much  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  as  thoie  of  New 
England.'  The  bill,  thus  altered,  not  agreeing 
with  its  title,"  the  houfe  of  commons  defired  a 
conference,  mIicu  the  lords  withdrew  their 
amendment,  and  the  bill  pafled  in  its  original 
form.  A  proteft  againft  it  Mas  figned  by  fix- 
teen  peers. 

The  amendment  of  the  lords  was,  in  fad, 
rendered  unneceflTary  by  a  bill,  which  lord 
North  introduced,  when  the  New  England  re- 
ftraining aft  had  pafled  the  houle  of  commons, 
for  laying  reftriftions,  nearly  fimilar,  on  the  pro- 
vinces they  had  fpecified.  It  pafled  the  lower 
houfe,  not  without  fome  oppofition;  but  no 
new  argument  was  ofttred,  and  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  houfe  of  lords,  neither  debate  nor 
proteft  appears.     . 

To  counterbalance  the  inconveniences  which 
might  be  e,xpefted  from  thefe  laws,  the  minifters 
allowed  bounties  on  the  importation  of  flax- 
fccd,  and  to  Irifti  ftiips  •engaged  in  the  New- 
foundland and  Greenland  tiflieries,  and  remov- 
ed fome  reftraints  M'hich  in  other  refpects  af- 
feftcd  the  Irifh  commerce. 

While  the  bill  for  reftraining  the  trade  and 
fiflieries  of  the  New  England  provinces  was 
yet  depending,  lord  North,  to  the  furprife  of 
oppofition,  and  of  many  adherents  of  miniftry, 
brought  forward,  in  a  committee,  propofitions 
for  conciliating  the  diflerences  with  America. 
Adverting  to  the  tenns  of  the  addrefs  on  the 
American  papers,  he  obferved,  although  par- 
liament could  never  relinquifti  the  right  of 
taxation,  yet  if  the  Americans  would  propofc 
means  of  contributing  their  lliare  to  the  com- 


o  The  amendment  was  carried  $z  to  93:   the  amended  bill  7) 
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xnon  defence,  the  exercife  of  the  right  might  chap. 
without  hefitationbcfufpended,  and  the  privilege  J^^^ 
of  raifing  their  own  portion  of  contribution  con-     1775- 
ceded  to  the  coloniffs.     This  being  the  fenfe, 
and  he  believed  the  very  words,  in  whidi  he 
moved  the  addrcfs,  he  propofed  as  a  refolution, 
**  That  M'hen  the  governor,  council  and  aflem- 
"  bly,  or  general  court  of  any  of  his  majefiy  s 
*'  provinces,  or  colonies,  lliall  propofe  to  make 
**  provifion  for  contributing  their  proportion 
**  to  the  common  defence;  to  be  raifcd  under 
*'  the  authorities  of  the  general  court,  or  gene- 
*'  ral  alfembly,  and  difpofable  by  parliament; 
**  and  ftiall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo  for 
"  tlie  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  ad- 
^*  miniftration  of  juftice;  it  will  be  proper,  if 
"  fuch  propofal  fliall  be  approved  by  liis  majef- 
**  ty  in  parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  pro- 
^*  vifion  fhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear 
•^  in  refpeft  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy 
/*  any  duty,  tax,  or  afleifment,  except  for  the 
^  regulation  of  commerce;  the  net  produce  of 
**  which  ihall  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch 
^  province,  colony,  or  plantation." 

To  this  motion,  lord  North  anticipated  ob-  Hisfpeech. 
jedions  from  various  quarters;  but  contending  % 
the  terms  to  be  fuch  as  even  in  the  hour  of  vic- 
tory, would  be  good  and  juft,  he  left  it  to  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe.  It  would  be  a  teft 
of  the  American  pretenfions :  if  their  oftcnfible 
caufes  of  oppofition  were  real,  they  muft  agree 
with  the  propofition ;  if  they  did  not,  it  would 
become  indiiputable  that  they  had  otlier  view^, 
,and  were  actuated  by  other  motives.  To  offer 
terms  of  peace  was  wife  and  humane;  if  the 
colonifts  rejeded  them,  their  blood  muft  be 
upon  their  own  heads. 

The  minifter  did  not  err  in  his  conjefture  of  i>ebate. 
Q  4  oppofition, 
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CHAP,  oppofition,  but  he  alfo  received  unufual  fup* 
^y]^^^  port:  governor  Pownall  was  a  warm  advocate 
«775-  for  the  meafure :  he  referred  to  his  paft  con- 
Po^nair  ^l^^  ^  ^  proof  of  his  attachmeut  to  the  Ame- 
fiippom  ricans;  his  principles  were  known  through 
fureT**  *^^  medium  of  the  preis,  and  he  was  intirely 
independent  of  the  miniftcr,  and  unconneSed 
'with  oppoiition.  He  traced  the  origin  of  tiic 
prefent  difputes  to  a  congrefs  at  Albany  ia 
1754,  at  which  he  was  prefent:  he  had  the 
means  of  knowing  the  real  opinion  of  the  firft 
men  of  bufmefs  and  ability  in  that  country, 
and  law  the  rife  of  the  prefent  crifis.  He  had, 
therefore,  always,  in  both  countries,  recom- 
mended fuch  a  mode  of  condu6);,  as  in  Jiis 
judgment  was  calculated  to  prevent  a  rup* 
lure;  but  had  the  misfortune  to  find  his  coun- 
fcl  dil regarded.  He  now  faw  tlic  colonills 
rcfifting  tlie  government  derived  from  the 
crown,  and  parliament;  oppofing  rights  wliich 
tlicy  had  always  acknowledged,  arming  and 
arraying  themfelves,  and  carry ips;  their  oppo- 
fition  into  force  by  arms :  under  jfuch  circum- 
ftances,  he  could  not  deny  the  neceflity  which 
impelled  this  country  to  aliume  an  hoftile  pofi' 
tion  :  the  Americans  themfelves  had  rendered 
it'  necdfary.  But  although  he  acquiefced  in 
the  coercive  meafures  of  government,  he  ever 
looked  to  pacilication,  and  hailed  the  propo- 
iition  as  a  dawn  of  peace.  If  two  adverfe 
nations  were  on  the  eve  of  war,  fome  mediating 
power  might  be  found  to  avert  the  calamity; 
and  confidering  the  Americans  in  tlie  fame 
fituation,  adjured  the  houfe,  and  particularly 
the  country  gentlemen,  to  interfere  and  prevent 
fatal  confequences.  The  terras  were  pnident 
and  candid ;  and  an  analyfis  of  the  propoC- 

tion 
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tidn  prcn'ed  it,  in  all  its  parts,  wife,  politic,   cm af. 
and  equitable.  J?Zl# 

Fox  congratulated  his  friends  and  the  pub*  1775. 
lie  on  the  retrograde  movement  of  the  minifter,  |5^^ 
vho,  receding  from  his  former  fteps  of  vio- 
lence and  Avar,  now  tried  the  paths  of  peace  ; 
a  change  which  he  attributed  to  the  perfever- 
ing  efforts  of  a  firm  and  fpirited  oppofition. 
He  queftioned,  however,  the  fincerity  of  the 
motion :  it  exhibited  two  faces ;  to  the  Ame- 
ricans it  offered  negotiation  and  reconciliation, 
and  to  the  advocates  of  Britiih  fupremacy,  a 
refoiution  never  to  abandon  that  objcft.  This 
conduA  would  alienate  his  friends,  while  thofc 
who  fincerely  defired  peace  would  not  truft  the 
fpecioufnefs  of  his«offers,  and  the  Americans 
would  rejed  them  with  difdain. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  denied  that  the  propo-  Mr.  Jen- 
iition  indicated  any  change  of  proceedings :  on  kinfciu 
the  contrary,  it  made  part  of  tne  very  meafures 
in  which  the  houle  engaged  by  the  late  ad-^ 
drefs.  So  far  from  being  a  new  proportion, 
it  was  the  fame  which  Mr.  Grenville  had  made 
to  the  colonies  the  year  before  he  intro-» 
duced  the  ftamp  aft ;  and,  had  the  colonies 
at  any  time  propofed  meafures  in  this  line  of 
common  feryice,  government  would  have  been 
ready,  to  liften.  If  the  propofition  contained 
any  novelty,  it  confided  in  that  explicit  and 
definitive  mode  of  explanation,  which,  if  re- 
je6ted,  would  leave  the  colonies  without 
excufe. 

The  great  objedion  to  the  motion  arofe  Motion  for 
from  its  repugnance  to  the  addrefs  ;  an  opinion  ?^^*a^ 
firft  ftarted  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  and  fupport-  chakj* 
ed  by  Mr.  Adam,  Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Ack- 
land,  who  moved  that  the  chairman  ihoiild 
leave  the  chair. 

Lord 
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Lord  Noeth  vrns  embarraffed  by  this  ob- 
jcftion,  and  fpoke  feveral  times  in  explanation: 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliott  at  lensjth  reconciled  the  ap- 
parent deviation,  by  obfervinj;,  thit  i-.e  ad- 
drefs  contained  two  correfpondent lines  fit"  con- 
duA.  The  one,  to  reprefs  rebellion,  proteA 
loyalty,  and  enforce  the  laus:  for  this,  the 
forces  had  been  augmented,  money  levied, 
and  meafures  of  rcftriclion  reforted  'to.  The 
other  concurrent  aiid  concomitant  line  was, 
indulgence  to  thofe  who  would  return  to  their 
duty:  this,  in  the  addrefs,  was  ncceflarily  in* 
timatcd  in  general  and  vague  terms ;  no  defini* 
tivc  and  explicit  expreflions  could  be  ufed, 
unlefs  the  fubjed  had  been  aflUmed  as  a  par- 
ticular  point  of  confideration.  The  meaiure; 
now  propofed,  far  from  beins:  contradictory  to, 
or  inconliftent  M'ith,  the  other,  was  fo  abfo- 
lutely  conne6ted,  that,  without  it,  the  pkn 
adopted  at 'the  beginning  of  the  feffion  would 
be  broken,  defeftive,  andunjufi. 
.  Colonel  Babre  vigoroufly  attacked  the 
minifter  on  the  ridiculous  fituation  in  which 
he  had  placed  himfclf,  and  from  which  he  was 
only  extricated  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott.  Heex- 
pe6ted  at  firft  tliat  lord  North  would  have  loft 
many  of  his  old  friends,  without  gaining  new. 
But  though  the  minifter 's  new  motion  wouki 
caufe  no  new  divifions,  yet  it  was  founded 
on  that  wretched,  low,  fliameful,  abominable 
maxim,  which  had  fo  long  predominated, 
flivide  €t  ivipera.  This  was  to  divide  the 
Americans ;  this  was  to  break  thofe  aflbciatioKS, 
to  diflblve  that  generous  union,  in  which,  as 
one  man,  they  flood  in  defence  of  their  rights 
and  liberties.  But  they  were  not,  nor  coukl 
the  miuifter  Jconfider  them,  fuch  gudgeons 
as  to  be  caught  with  fo  fooliih  a  bait;  he 

meant 
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meant  only  to   propofe  fomething   fpecioiis,  chap. 
which  he  knew  the  Americans  would  refufe ;   ^J^Xj 
and  thus  afford  a  pretext  for  calling  down     «775- 
tenfold  vengeance  on  their  devotetl  heads,  thus 
rendered  ten  times  more  odious.    Rut  this  fnarc 
M'ould  not  fucceed ! 

Lord  North  again  rofeto  defend  hinifelf  i-w^ 
againft  the  charge  of  a  low,  mean,  foolifh  ^•^'"^ 
policy,  in  grounding  his  meafures  on  the 
maxim  divide  et  impera.  **  Is  it  foolilh,  i% 
"  it  mean,"  he  faid,  "  when  a  people,  heated 
**  and  milled  by  evil  councils,  are  running 
"  into  unlawful  combinations^  to  hold  out 
**  thofe  terms  which  will  lift  the  reafonable  . 
^'  from  the  unreafonable,  diftmguilli  thofe  who 
**  aft  upon  principle  from  thofe  who  wi(h 
"  only  to  profit  by  the  general  confufion  and 
**  ruin?  If  propositions  that  the  confcientious 
"  and  the  prudent  will  accept,  will,  at  the 
"  fame  time,  recover  them  from  the  influence 
**  and  fafcination  of  the  wicked ;  I  aVow  the 
"  ufe  of  that  principle,  Avhich  will  thus  divide 
^*  the  good  from  the  bad ;  and  give  aid  and 
**  fupport  to  the  friends  of  peace  and  good 
"  government." 

Burke  called  the  propofiti  on  a  con  tradition  Barker 
to  all  the  declarations  of  parliament,  a  fliame- 
ful  prevarication  in  minifters,  and  a  mean 
departure  from  all  their  profelfions:  he  was 
willing  to  purchafe  peace  by  any  humiliation 
of  minifters  or  of  parliament;  but  the  prefent 
meafure  was  mean  without  being  conciliatory. 
It  was  a  far  more  opnreffive  mode  of  taxation 
than  that  hitherto  uied,  for  it  made  no  deter- 
minate demand.  The  colonies  were  to  be  held 
in  durance  by  troops  and  fleets,  until  fingly 
and  feparately  they  ihould  offer  to  contribute 
Xo  JOL  fervice  they  could  not  know,  in  a  propor- 

tioa 
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CM  AF.  tion  they  could  not  giiefs,  on  a  ftandard  whicb 

J^J^  they  were  fo  far  from  being  able  to  afcertaiii, 
S77>  that  parliament  had  not  ventured  to  hint  at  the 
fcope  of  their  expectations.  Jle  compared  this 
condud  to  the  tyranny  of  Nebuchadnezzar^ 
who  ordered  the  alVemblies  of  his  wife  men,  on 
Bain  of  death,  not  only  to  interpret,  but  to  tell 
him  the  fubjcft  of  a  dream,  M'hich  he  had  forgot- 
ten. Every  benefit,  natural  and  politicaU  inufi 
be  acquired  in  the  order  of  things,  and  in  its 
proper  feafon.  Revenue  from  free  people  muft 
be  the  confequence,  and  not  the  condition  of 
peace;  if  this  order  were  inverted,  neither 
peace  nor  revenue  could  be  obtained* 

Dunning  bantered  the  minifter,  o»  the 
danger  he  had  incurred  of  lofing  his  ufual  fup^ 
porters;  his  cfibrts  to  retain  them,  and  the 
timely  interference  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott.  He 
admitted  the  validity  of  the  objeftions  taken 
by  minifterial  members,  and  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, not  as  being  conciliatory,  but  fubtle  and 
treacherous.     It  was,  however,  adopted  by  a 

ft7titFeb.  large  majority.'  On  prefenting  the  report  of 
the  committee,  the  argument  was  renewed,  but 
nothing  remarkable  for  novelty  or  intereft  was 

ReftfutKtn   tt^'g^d   on   eitlier   fide.      The  refolution  was 

agiecd  to.    agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Burkes  LoRD  NoRTifs  plan  of  Conciliation,  if  in- 

deed conciliation  w^is  pofllble,   contained  no 

P  274.  to  8 S.  This  cekbrattd  dtbate  U  defcrihcd  with  chsrac- 
tcriftic  wit,  by  Gibbon :  ««  Wc  go  on  with  regard  to  America^  If 
'*  wc  can  be  laid  to  go  on ;  for  laft  Monday  a  conciliatory  motioii 
**  of  allowing  ihe  colonies  to  tax  themfelves,  was  intix>duced  by  1^ 
**  North,  in  the  mid i(  of  lives  and  fortunes,  war  and  famine  j  wt 
**  went  into  tlie  houfe  in  confufion,  every  moment  expe£^ing  tbat  die 
**  Bedfoi-ds  would  fly  into  rebellion  siggmft  thoie  meafures.  X.onl 
*l  Nortli  rofe  fix  times  to  appeafe  the  ttorm,  but  all  in  T^r> ;  till  at 
"  length  Sir  Gilbert  declared  for  ad  mini  ft  ration,  and  th<5  troop«  aQ 
**  rallied  undor  dieir  proper  iiandard.''  See  Gibboa^s  poftboamai 
wQiksi  vol.  i.  p.  490* 

,3  i:adical 
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radical  deftfts  of  great  importance;  it  did  not  caAli 
compromife  the  dignity  of  empire,  or  require    ^^^ 
abjeftfubmiffion :  moft  of  the  arguments  againft     «775* 
it  uied  by  the  members  generally  in  oppolition, 
were  drawn  rather  from  the  imputed  charaiiter 
of  the  minifter,  than  the  nature  of  tlie  meafure. 
Acquiefcence  was  not,  perhaps,  ferioufly  ex- 
pected by  either  party ;  but  as  the  American 
caiife .  was  highly  rnterefting  to  the  oppolition, 
it  was  neceflary  for  them  to  pmduce  a  plan  of 
conciliation,   for  the  acceptance  of  which  by 
the  Americans  tlicy  could  pledge  their  credit, 
and  from  the  terras  of  which  they  might,  by 
comparifon,  infer  a  cenfure  of  lord  North's  pro- 
pofition.     Accordingly,  about  a  month  after  ndite 
the  minifter 's  motion  was  carried,  Burke  pro- 
pofed  thirteen  refolutions,  as  tlie  bafis  of  tran- 
quillity, and  the  means  of  obviating  all  future 
caufes  of  contention. 

Isr  recommending  this  meafure,  Burke  made  mti 
one  of  his  moft  eloquent  and  perfuafive  fpceches. 
It  may  be  confidcred  a  model  of  fkilful  plead- 
ing; but  when  the  parts  of  the  oration  are  dif- 
tinftly  revicM-ed  and  compared,  when  the  par- 
tial ftatements  of  fa^t,  the  fallacious  deductions 
til  argument,  the  palliation  of  the  indignities 
and  injuries  fuftained  by  Great  Britain,  and 
tlie  exaggeration  of  the  MTongs  done  to  Ame- 
rica, arc  accurately  inveftigated,  the  effeS, 
ceafes,  and  it  cannot  be  conlidered  as  a  foun- 
dation for  any  fyrtcm  of  action,  calculated  to 
promote  general  good. 

In  his  exordium,  Burke  reviewed  the  ftate 
of  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  America,  and 
ftated  the  neceffitv  he  felt,  not  unaccompanied 
with  diffidence,  of  making  fonie  propofition  ft>r 
permanent  tranquillity.  Anger  and  violence, 
duily  iucicaUng,  were  hafteaing  towards  an  in- 
curable 
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CHAP,  curable  alienation  of  the  colonies:  his  propofi- 
J^Zl/  tion  was  peace :  *'  Not  peace  through  the  me- 
»775*  "  ilium  of  war ;  not  peace  to  be  hunted  through 
**  the  labyrinth  of  intricate  and  endlefs  iiego- 
"  tiations ;  not  peace  to  rife  out  of  univerfal 
*'  difcord,  fomented  from  principle,  in  all  parts 
"  of  the  empire ;  not  peace  to  depend  on  the 
"  juridical  determination  of  perplexing  <jiief- 
"  tions,  or  precifian  in  marking  the  Ihadowy 
"  boundaries  of  a  complex  government :  but 
"  limplc  peace;  fought  in  its  natural  coiuie, 
**  and  its  ordinary  haunts;  peace  fought  intlie 
**  fpirit  of  peace  ;  and  laid  in  principles  purely 
"  pacific.  I  propofe  by  removing  tne  ground  : 
"  of  the  difference,  and  by  reftoring  the  former  I 
*'  unfufptcting  conjidence  ofthe  colonies  in  the 
"  motker-countryy  to  give  j)ermanent  fatisfac- 
"  tion  to  your  people;  and  (far  from  afcheme 
"  of  ruling  by  difcord)  to  reconcile  them  to 
"  each  other  in  the  iiinie  aft,  and  by  the  bond 
**  ofthe  very  fame  intereft,  which  reconciles 
"  them  to  Britiih  government." 

He  attempted  to  ridicule  lord  North's  propo- 
fition,  but  took  advantage  of  the  acquiefcence       | 
of  the  houfe  in  it,  to  reafon,  as  an  eOabliihed       ' 
principle,  that  the  American  complaints  were       i 
not  without  foundation,  that  conciliation  was 
admiflible  previous  to  conceffion,  and  to  infer 
that  .the  proi>ofals   ought  to  originate  from 
Great  Britain. 

He  then  viewed  the  enlarged  population  of 
America,  and  increafed  importance  of  her 
trade,  both  in  ex[K)rts  and  imports;  defcribing 
in  glowing  terms  her  augmenting  commerce,^ 

prolperous 

%  In  defcanring  on  this  part  of  his  fubje^l,  Bmke  afltimed  that  the 
African*  Weft  Indian,  and  North  American  trade  were  fo  inier* 
woven,  that  the  attempt  to  feparatc  them  would  tear  to  pieces  the 
^ootextuic  of  the  whok  ^  aud  k'  doc  entirely  ddtroy»  would  rer^ 
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profperous  agriculture,  and  enterprizing  filh-   chap. 
eries.     Such  a  people  iliould  be  governed  by   ^^Xji 
prudent  management;  force  was  not  only  an     tjrs* 
odious,  but  a  feeble  inftrument,  for  preferving 
a  race  fo  numerous,  fq  aSive,  fo  growing,  fo 
fpirited,  in  a  profitable  arid  fubordinate  con- 
nexion. 

In  the  charafter  of  the  Americans,  he  con- 
tended, the  love  of  freedom  was  the  predo- 
minating feature  ;  a  fierce  love  of  liberty,  ren- 
dered jealous,  lufpicious,  reftive,  and  intraftable 
by  the  appeaaance  of  an  attempt  to  wreft  from 
them  by  force,  or  llmffle  from  them  by  chicane, 
the  only  advantage  which,  in  their  eftimation, 
gave  value  to  life.  This  ardour  for  liberty  he 
afcribed  to  fix  caufes : 

The  defcent  of  the  Americans  from  Englifli- 
men; 

TuE  popular  governments  of  the  colo- 
nies ; 

The  religious  fpirit  of  tlie  northern  pro- 
vinces ; 

The  poiTeflion  of  flaves  in  the  fouthern, 
which  rendered  the  owners  far  more  proud 
and  jealous  of  their  freedom ; 

Their  education,  which  led  fo  univerfally 
to  the  ftudy  of  law,  that  almoft  all  the  Ameri- 
cans were  lawyers,  or  fniatterers  in  law,  and 
fuccefsful  proficients  in  the  arts  of  chicane; 


much  depreciate  ths  value  of  all  the  parts,  and  therefore  confidered 
the  three  denominaiions  one  trade.  On  this  bafis  he  entered  into  'A 
compftrilbn  between  the  expoits  in  1704.,  and  the  exiliing  peiiod, 
ihewing  that  within  that  time,  they  had  increafed  from  569,930!. 
to  6,024,171 1.  and  that  the  trade  with  America  was  in  i77z  within 
'lefs  than  500,000!.  of  being  equal  to  wlut,at  the  I'neginning  of  the 
century,  England  carried  on  with  the  whole  world.  It  is  obvious 
that  fuch  commercial  Ibtemcnts  arc  eaiily  adapted  to  the  views  or 
fyltem  afthcfpeakcr. 

Ax© 
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Ch  Ap.       a  X  d  their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  govcm- 
XXV.     tiient.     ''  Three  thoufand  miles  of  ocean,"  he 

'"^775?^  exclaimed,  "  lie  between  you  and  your  fub- 
jefls.  No  contrivance  can  prevent  the  effect 
of  this  dillance,  in  weakening  government 
Seas  roll,  and  months  pafs,  between  the  or- 
der and  the  execution  :  and  the  want  of  a 
fpcedy  explanation  of  a  finale  point,  is 
enough  to  defeat  a  whole  lyftem.  You 
have,  indeed,  winged  minifters  of  venge- 
ance, who  carry  your  bolts  in  their  pounces, 
to  the  remoteft  verge  of  the  fea.  But  there 
a  power  fteps  in,  that  limits  the  arrogance 
of  raging  paffions  and  furious  elements,  and 
fays,  *  So  far  Ihalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther/ 
Who  are  you,  that  fliould  fret,  and  rage,  and 
bite  the  chains  of  nature  ?  Nothing  worfc 
happens  to  you  than  docs  to  all  nations,  who 
have  exteniive  empire ;  and  it  happens  in  all 
the  forms  into  which  empire  can  be  thrown.. 
In  large  bodies,  the  circulation  of  power 
muft  be  lefs  vigorous  at  the  extremitks* 
Nature  has  faid  it.  The  Turk  cannot  go- 
vern Egypt,  and  Arabia,  and  Curdiftan,  as 
he  governs  Thrace;  nor  has  he  the  fame 
domiliion  in  Crimea  and  Algiers,  which  he 
has  at  Brufa  and  Smyrna.  Defpotifm  itfelf 
is  obliged  to  truck  and  huckfter.  The  Sul- 
tan gets  fucli  obedience  as  he  can.  He  go- 
verns with  a  loofe  rein,  that  he  may  govern 
at  all ;  antl  the  M'hole  of  the  force  and  vigour 
of  his  authority  in  his  centre,  is  derived  from 
a  prudent  relaxation  in  all  its  bordera.  Spain, 
in  her  provinces,  is,  perhaps  not  fo  well 
obeyed  as  you  are  in  yours,  ^he  complies 
too ;  llic  fubmits ;  flie  watches  times.  This 
is  the  immutable  condition,  the  eternal  lav 
of  exteniive  and  detached  empire." 

Vuoji 
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Fkom  thefe  inveftigations,  he  proceeded  to  chai^a 
fexamine  the  means  by  which  a  new  government  ^J^^ 
nad  been  eftablifhed  without  thp  ordinary  arti-  *77|i 
ficial  media  of  a  pofitive  conftitution,  better 
bbferved  than  the  ajicierit  government  in  its 
mod  fortunate  periods,  and  yet.  formed  in  the 
midft  of  anarchy.  Againu  the  daring  and 
Rubborn  Ipirit  whicli  could  achieve  fuch  a  pror 
digy,  only  three  modes  of  proceeding  could 
be  found  i  to  change  it  by  removing  the 
caufes ;  to  profecute  it  as  criminal ;  or,  to 
Comply  with  it -as  neceffary.  Examining  dil^ 
tincilyeach  of  the  caufes  he  had  before  affigu- 
W,  the  orator  Ihewed  the  impradicability  of 
changing  thofe  which  were  moral,  and  remov- 
ing Wioie  which  were  natural.  Tlie  fecoiul 
mode  was  too  vaft  For  his  ideas  of  jurifpra- 
dence ;  he  knew  iiot  the  method  of  drawing 
up  an  inciiftment  a^ainft  a  whole  people,  and 
felt  rather  mortified  than  honoured  by  being  a 
judge  in  iiis  own  caufe;  nor  were  the  ciiminar 
tions  hitherto  adopted,  attended  with  a  corref- 
pondent  effeft.  Maflachiiflet'i^  Bay  was  de- 
clared in  rebellion,  but  no  individual  was 
corivifted  or  even  apprehended;  meafures  of 
coercion  were  reforted  to,  rather  refembling; 
a  qualified  hoftility  againft  an  independent 
power,  than  the  puniftiinent  of  rebellious  fub- 
jeds. 

Conciliation  and  cbnceffioh  then  alone 
remained;  the  colonies  complained  of  beinor 
taxed  in  a  parliament  where  they  were  iiot  re- 
prefented.  If  they  were  to  be  fatlsfi^ed,  it  muft 
be  by  giving  them  the  boon  they  afked ;  not 
another  of  a  kind  totally  different,  but  which 
might  be  thought  better  for  them.  He  depre* 
*Cated  all  difcuffion  on  the  right,  as  foreign 
froin  the  queftion^  which  related  merely  to  ex- 
'j>edien:cy.     Whether  the  grant  of  money  was  a 

Tot.  II.  R  private 
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CRAF.  private  power  referved  out  of  tlie  genei-al  truft 
J^JJJ^  of  government,  and  how  far  mankind  in  all 
I775-  forms  of  polity  were  entitled  to  an  exercife  of 
that  right  by  the  charter  of  nature  ?  Or  whe- 
ther, on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxation  u-as 
involved  in  the  general  principle  of  legiflation, 
and  infeparable  from  the  ordinary  fupremc 
power  ?  "  Thefe,**  he  faid,  |*  are  deep  quefrions 
*^  where  great  names  militate  againft  each 
**  other ;  where  reafon  is  perplexed ;  and  an 
**  appeal  to  authorities  only  thickens  the  con- 
"  fuuon.  For  high  and  reverend  authorities 
^*  lift  up  their  heads  on  both  fides ;  and  there 
**  is  no  fure  footing  in  the  middle.  This  point 
•*  is  the  great  Serbonian  bog  betwixt  Damiatg 
^*  and  Mount  Cafius  old^  where  armies  tpkok 
'*  have  funk.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  ovej- 
^*  whelmed  in  that  bog,  though  in  fuch  refped- 
"  able  company."  A  title  and  arms  to  fupport 
it  were  of  no  ufe,  if  reafon  tended  to  convince 
him  that  the  alfertion  of  his  title  would  be  the 
lofs  of  his  fuit,  and  that  he  could  only  wound 
himfelf  with  his  own  weapons.  He  was  not 
determining  a  point  of  law,  but  reftoring  tran- 
quillity. 

He  then  proceeded  feparately  to  develop 
his  propofitions,  and  to  delcant  on  each.  TTiey 
recited  the  unreprefented  ftate  of  tlie  colonies, 
and  the  injuftice  of  taxing  them  by  a  Britift 
parliament.  Dillance  prevented  their  fending 
deputies  to  England,  and  they  had  general 
affemblies  of  their  "own  legally  authorized  to 
raife  taxes.     Thofe  affemblies  had  frequently 

f  ranted  large  fubfidies  to  the  king,  which  hafl 
een  found  a  more  agreeable  and  beneficial 
manner  of  conducing  to  the  public  fervice  tbaa 
afts  of  parliament.  The  remaining  propofi- 
tions were  to  repeal  the  tax  aft  of  1767  ;  the 
Bofton  port  ad ;  the  Maffachuffet's  Bay  judi- 

caturc 
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tature  a^ ;  and  the  aft  for  altering  the  charter  c  h  a  P» 
bf  that  colony :   to  explain  and  amend  the   ^^- 
ilatute  of  Henry  VIII.    for  trial  of  treafons     tyu* 
committed  out  of  the  realm ;  to  retider  the 
fudges  appointed    by   the  general  affemblies 
imemovaDle,  but  by  the  king  in  counfel,  oft 
a  reprcfeatation  or  complaint  from  one  branch 
of  the  colonial  legiflature,  and  by  regulating 
the  courts  of  admiralty,  to  render  them  more 
cpmmodioiis  to  the  fuitors. 

Ok  each  of  thefe  refolutions  he  defcaiiteil 
with  much  abiKty,  quoting  hiftorical  fafts, 
citing  the  precedents  of  Ireland,  Waled^  Chef- 
ter,  and  Durham,  to  fliew  the  expediency  of 
giving  coniftitutioftai  rights,  inftead  of  impofmg 
taxes,  and  inferring  from  every  mode  of  ar- 
gumentation, and  every  teftimony  of  experi-^ 
ence,  the  praftical  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
his  plan. 

He  anticipated,  and  en<3eavoured  to  obviate 
ibme  objeftions,  and  attempted  to.  reconcile 
the  l^oufe  to  the  caufe  of  the  Americans,  by 
faykig,  they  did  not  in  any  general  way,  or 
in  amy  cool  hour,  gt)  much  beyond  the  de- 
mand of  immunity  in  relation  to  taxes,  and 
th^  had  no  intereft  contradiftory  to  the 
grandeur  and  glory  of  England*  He  called 
lord  North's  plan  a  projeft  of  ranfom  hy 
audion,  and,  after  a  long  analytical  compa- 
liibn,  gave  his  own  a  decided  preference,  a$ 
deriving  a  larger  fund  from  prolpevQiis  grati- 
tude, than  could  be  obtained  by  compulfive 
oppreffion.  "  What  is  the  foil  or  climate," 
he  exclaimed,  ,  "  where  experience  has  not 
•*  uniformly  proved,  that  the  voluntary  flow 
^  of  heaped  up  plenty,  burfting  from  the 
**  weight  of  its  oWn  rich  luxuriance,  has  ever 
'^  run  with  a  more  copious  ftream  of  revenue, 

E  «  '^  thaa 
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CHAP.  **  thin  could  be  fciueezed  from  the  dry  hufks 
sj^^    "  ^f  opprcffed  indigence,  by  the  ftrainiog  of 
»77S«     "  all  tne  politic  machineiy  in  the  world.'* 

He  declared,  in  the  ftrongift  terms,  the  nt* 
tcr  impoflibility  of  receiving  a  revenue  in 
England,  tranfmitted  from  -^erica,  and  ar- 
gued, from  the  example  of  Bengal,  where  tlic 
films  received  in  taxes  were  refunded  by  loan, 
that  no  fifcal  emolument  could  be  expeded 
from  a  diilant  country.  Bengal  was  peculiariy 
qualified  to  produce  and  tranfmit  wealth ; 
America  had  none  of  thefe  aptitudes.  If  flic 
gave  taxable  obje6b,  on  which  to  lay  duties 
here,  and  a  furplus  W  a  foreign  fale  of  her 
commodities,  flie  performed  her  part  to  the 
Britifli  revenue.  With  regard  to  her  own  in- 
ternal eilabliiliments,  ihe  might,  and  doubtleis 
'would,  contribute  in  moderation :  in  itiodera-* 
tion ;  for  ihe  ought  not  to  be  permitted  -to 
exhaUft  heifelf  *^  Magnanimity  in  politics  is 
"  not  feldom  the  trueu  wifdom ;  and  a  great 
"  empire,  and  little  minds,  go  ill  together. 
^  If  we  are  confcious  of  oUr  fituatioi^  and 
^  glow  with  zeal  to  fill  our  place  as  becomes 
"  our  fiation,  and  ourfelves,  we  ought  to 
"  elevate  our  minds  to  the  greatnefs  of  that 
^  truft  to  which  the  order  of  Providence 
**  has  called  us.  By  adverting  to  the  dignity 
**  of  this  .high  calling,  our  anceftors  have 
"  turned  a  favage  wildernefs  into  a  glorious 
.*'  empire;  and  have  ma,de  the  moft  extenfive, 
*.*  and  the  only  honourable  conqucfts ;  not  by 
"  deftroying,  but  by  promoting,  the  wealth, 
"  the  number,  the  happinefs  of  the  human 
"  race.  Let  us  get  an  American  i-cvenue,  as 
"  we  have  got  s^n  American  empire.  Engliflr 
"  privileges  have  made  it  all  that  it  is  ;  Enfj- 
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f^  lift  privileges  alone  will  make  it  all  it  can  chap. 

It  appears  that  thefe  propofitions  were  vigo-  '^^^• 
roufly  combated,  and  a  long  and  animated  ^^** 
debate  maintained,  in  which  the  principal 
fpeakers  on  the  minifterial  fide  were,  Thurlow, 
Jenkinfon,  Cornwall,  and  lord  Frederick  Camp* 
bell;  but  their  fpeeches  are  not  preferved. 
The  infidioufnefs  of  the  propofitions  was  points 
ed  out,  and  the  attempt  to  introduce  a  neceT* 
fity  of  yielding  every  object  of  conteft,  under 
the  notion  of  atiirming  an  obvious  truth,  was 
feverely  ccnfured.  The  mere  truth  of  an 
axiom  did  not  of  courfe  prove  the  propriety 
of  making  it  the  fubjeft  of  a  refolution ;  and 
as  the  houfe  had  frequently  refolved  not  to 
fandion  the  unconftitutional  claims  of  the  Ame? 
ricans,  they  could  not  admit  refolv^s  leading 
dircftly  to  them.  No  aflurance  was  offered, 
tliat,  if  the  propofitions  were  adopted^  the 
Americans  wQuld  make  any  dutiful  returns; 
and  thus  the  fcheme,  purfued  through  to  many 
difficulties,  of  making  that  refrAdory  people 
contribute  their  juft  proportion  to  the  expences 
of  the  whole  empire,  would  be  renderecl  abor- 
tive. It  was  further  infifted,  that  not  the 
American  affemblies,  or  any  other  hodv,  ex- 
cept parliament  alone,  could,  cQnfiftently 
with  the  bill  of  rights,  levy  money  for  the  ufe 
of  the  crown ;  and  that  any  niinifter,  who  fuf» 
fered  the  grant  of  a  revenue  from  the  colonics 
iu  fuch  a  manner,  would  merit  impeaclmient. 
All  inferior  aflfemblies  in  the  empire  were 
like  corporate  towns  in  England,  capable  of 
making  bye  laws  for  their  own  municipal, 
government  alone,  and  nothing  further. 

The  refolutions  were  fupported  by  lord  John  Fropofi- 
Caveodilli,  Mr.  Hotham,  Mr.  Tuffaell,  Saw-  '^^ 
'       '  R  9  hridge. 
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bridge  and  Fox  ;  but  the  firft  being  loft  by  a 
motion  for  the  previous  queflBon/  the  remain^ 
der  were  fimilarly  difpofed  of,  or  negatived 
without  a  divifion/ 

Not  difcouraged  by  the  failure  of  Burke's 
plan,  Mr,  Hartley,  a  few  days  afterwards,  in- 
troduced a  new  conciliatory  projeft,  not  great* 
ly  differing  from  that  which  lord  Chatham 
tendered  to  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  was  pre* 
faced  by  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  and  con* 
eluded  with  a  motion,  that  letters  of  requi- 
fition  fliiould,  by  the  king's  command,  be 
written  to  the  North  American  provinces,  to 
make  provifion  for  their  own  defence,  and  the 
anfwers  laid  before  the  houfe.  The  debate  did 
not  produce  any  novelty  in  fafl;  or  argument^ 
and  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi* 
lion,  as  were  three  others  made  by  the  fame 
member,  for  fufpending,  during  a  limited  pe* 
riod,  the  operation  of  the  three  afts  of  the  laft 
feffion,  relative  to  Mafiachufiet's  Bay. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  Seffion,  Burke 
produced  to  the  houfe  a  reprefentation  and  re* 
monftiTince  from  the  general  afleinbly  of  New 


'  170  to  78. 

*  Burke''8  fpeech  was  publiiheda  and  is  printed  in  vol.  11.  of  hk 
works.  The  ftatcment  of  the  arguments  on  the  other  iide  it  taken 
from  a  verjr  confined  report  in  Debrett*s  Debates,  aod  firom  th( 
i\ninial  Regifter  for  1775,  p.  io8*.  Dr.  Tucker,  in  two  tra&s, 
imitled,  **  A  Letter  to  Edmund  Bucke,  Efq.  in  anfwer  to  hk 
**  printed  fpeech,"  and  '*  An  humble  Addrefs  and  earncft  Ap- 
'<<  peal/*  has  minutely  inveftlgated,  and  often  triumphantly  refuted 
Burke^s  pofitions  and  deductions.  In  point  of  ftyle.  Tucker  b 
xiot  to  be  compared  with  his  antagoniit»  and  be  often  attacks  hioi 
on  his  employment  as  aeent  for  the  colony  of  New  York;  his 
<quivoCationS|  and  his  faaioufnefs  in  oppofilioa,  which  the  Dean 
^alls  mock  patriotifm,  in  a  manner  whkh  the  j^vocations  gireo  hf 
Burke  can  hardly  juftify:  but  Dis.  Tucker  took  ao  uncomnioq 
view  of  political  and  C9pamercial  fuhjc6ls,  which  he  trcaned  with 
lu\^chgo&d  ^nikt 

XotK 
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York,  for  which  colony  he  was  agent    It  was  c  h  ap, 
introduced  by  an  i^ffertion,  undoubtedly  true,  J^^ 
that  New  York  yielded  to  no  part  of  the  king's  •   1775-  ' 
dominions,  in  zeal  for  the  profperity  and  unity 
of  the  empire,  and  had  ever  contributed  as  much 
as  any,  in  its  proportion,  to  the  defence  and 
wealth  of  the  whole,     He  candidly  owned  he 
did  not  expeft  the  houfe  would  approve  of 
every  opinion  contained  in  the  paper ;  but  as 
its  general  language  was  decei^t  and  refpe^ful, 
he  moved,  after  recapitulating  the  heads^  for 
leave  to  bring  it  up.  i 

The  remonftrance  was  fimilar  to  thofe  re*» 
ceived  from  other  parts  of  America,  claiming 
the  fame  rights,  complaining  of  the  fame  gnevt 
ances,  though  avowedly  not  extended  to  the 
petitioners,  and  demanding  the  repeal  of  the- 
fame  ads  of  parliament.  This  paper  afforded 
a  fufficient  proof,  that  the  arts  by  which  the 
other  colonies  had  been  inflamed  were  nqi^ 
without  fuccefs  in  New  York. 

Lord  North,  paying  a  juft  tribute  to  the  R^«atd. 
difpofition  hitherto  manifefted  by  New  York, 
and  profeflTing  a  difpofition  to  relieve  them  in, 
one  of  the  fubjefts  of  complaint,  the  Quebec 
duties,  moved  an  amendment,  by  which  the 
petition  would  not  be  received,  alleging,  that 
although  parliament  had  already  relaxed  in 
very  elfential  points,  they  could  not  hear  any 
thing  which  tended  to  call  in  queftion  the  right 
of  taxing.  After  fome  debate,  the  amendment 
was  carried.* 

The  duke  of  Manchefter  offered  a  paper  itthMqi^ 
ibmewhat  fimilar,  from  the  famehody,  to  the  £0^^ 
lipper  houfe,  but  declined  ilating  the  general  knb. 

t  s86  to  67. 
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CHAP,  heads;  the  houfe  therefore  ^efufed  to  receive  it, 
.,^^  as  being  prefented  in  a  manner  iriconfiilent  with 

1775-     the  accuftpmed  forms  of  parliament." 
Attemptt        Attempts  were  made  in  both  houfes,  neariy 
^/o^bec  ^*  ^"^^  ^^^^  titnc^  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  aA 
«ft,        '  for  eftablilliing  the  government  of  Quebefc.  In 
the  upper  houfe  the  motion  was  made  by  lord 
Camden,  in  the  lower,  by  Sir  George  Savile. 
Both  took  for  their  foundation  petitions  figned 
in  November  1774,  by  a  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  perfons,  complaining,  of  the  privation  of 
Uie  habeas  corpus,  and  the  trial  by  jury.    The 
arguments  againft  the  aft  embraced  the  topics 
of  laft  feflion,  and  the  ufual  inveftives  ag^ainft 
popery ;' and  the  defence  was  conduced  on  the 
principles '  originally  advanced  in  fupport  of 
the  meafure,  with  additional  pbferyations,  de- 

•  45  to  35.    The  earl  of  Effingham  particularly  exerted   hliclHS 

in  this  debate,  lie  was  bred  to  arma,  and  from  an  ea^er.  €ic£r«  14 
become  a  pra61icial  foidier,  (crycd  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Kiiflian  anry. 
touring  the  late  war  with  the  Porte.  The  twenty*  (eccnd  regiment  of 
foot,  m  which  h^h^ld  a  captnin^s  commiilion,  being  ordered  ro  Ame- 
rica, h»  rcfolved,  though  not  poflTefied  of  an  ample  patrimony,  to  rt^ 
^gn  a  darling  proftfiion,  ana  all  hopes  of  advancement,  rather  than 
iiear  arms  in  a  cauic  he  did  not  approve*  In  this  debate  he  exprefied 
his  fentiments  on  this  fubje^t  in  ih^  following  terms  :  **  Ever  {ir.ce 
«'  1  was  at  an  age  to  have  ambition  at  all,  my  hii'heft  has  been  to 
*♦  ferte  my  county  in  a  military  capacity.  'If  the^  was  on  earth 
1<  an  event  1*  dreaded,  it  yvas  to  fee  this  country  fo  fituated,  as  to  makf 
*«  that  piofe0ion  inconipaiible  with  my  dtity  as  a  citizen. .  That  pe- 
**  riod  IS,  in  my  opinion,* arrived;  and  I  have  thou^t  layleif  bouiMl 
f*  to  relinquifh  the  hopes  I  had  formed,  by  a  lefig^ation,  w^ich  ap* 
^  peared  to  me  the  only  method  of  avoiding  the  niilt  of  enflatviitt 
**  my  country,  and  embruingmy  hands  in  the  blood  of  her  ibns. 
«f  When  the  duties  of  a  foidier  and  a  citizen  becon^e  incondftcnti  I 
V  (hall  always  think  tnyfelf  obliged  to  (ink  the  charaSer  of  a  foldie^ 
^*  in  that  of  the  ciii:^en,  till  ^hofe  duties  ihali  again,  bv  the  malice 
^i  ofotit  rdal  enemies,  become  united.     It  is  no  ftnall  facrifice  which 


<^  one  cpnfolation,  that  by  making  that  facrlfice,  I  at  leaft  give  to 
^  my  country  an  unequivocal,  proof  of  ihf  fincerity  of  my  principles." 
'^he  cities  of  London  and  Dublin  voted  him  their  thanks  for  this 
c&ndv^.'  I}iiiory  of  iovd  Noith^s  adminiftratwnj  p«  soi. 

■ ''  '•'    -  rived 
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fived  from  experience*    The  motions  for  repeal  c  h  a  p^ 
were  negatived.*  >iSi>. 

NoTWiTHSTAjfDiNG  the  magnitude,  (liffi-     ^775- 
pulty,  and  importance  of  the  proceedings  re-  ^^in|[^* 
fpeding  America,  feveral  other  objefts  engaged  in  parJia- 
the  attention  of  parliament  in    the  courfe  of  "*"*• 
this  a6tive  feflion.    Sawbridse  made  his  annual  xft  Feb. 
motion  for  fliortening  th6  duration  of  parlia- 
ment, and  was  fupported  in  a  long  foeech  by 
Wilkes;  who  alfo  moved  for  a  revilal  of  the  ^idFeh* 
proceedings  relative  to  his  eledion  for  Middle- 
fex;  but  lK)th  motions  were  rejefted/    On  the  »7thMar* 
motion  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  a  committee  was  ap- 

Crinted  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  poor 
ws;  and  in  confequence  of  a  meflage  from  lathApr^ 
his  majefty,  the  palace  in  St.  James's  park,  call* 
ed  Buckingham-houfe,  was  purchafed,  and  fet- 
tled on  the  queen  in  lieu  of  Somerfet-houfe, 
which  was  afterwards  converted  to  public  ufes. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  feffion,  the  king  j^t^May^ 
exprefled  his  intire  fatisfaftion  at  the  condud  tion!7^ 
of  parliament,  and  augured  the  moft  falutary 
effefcls,  from  meafures  formed  and  conducted 
on  fuch  principles. 

5  In  the  lords  S8  to  tS.    In  the  commons  174  to  36. 

X  "  On  Wednefday,^'  fays  Gibbon,  «  wc  had  the  Middlefex  dec- 
«f  tion.  I  was  a  patriot  5  fat  by  the  lord-ma vor,  who  fpokc  well,  and 
^  with  temperi  but  before  the  end  of  the  debate  fell  faft  ailcep/*' 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-SIXTH: 
1775.— 1776. 

$tate  of  Bojion.— Conduct  of  New  Fbr*.— 
Meeting  of  the  provincial  congreji  of  Maf- 
fachujfefs  Bay.  —  Proceedings  in  other  pr^ 
vinces.  —  Attempt  of  Gage  to  Jiise  cannon 
at  Salem.  — Expedition  to  Concord.  —  Hof- 
tilities  at  Lexington. —  Contradictory  ^tt- 
ments^  —  Blockade  of  Bojion  by  the  Ameri- 
cans. —  Exertions  of  the  provincial  eongrefi. 
—  Lord  North's  conciliatory  proportions  re- 
ferred to  the  affembly    of   Pen/ylvdnia^ 
and  rejected — the  fame  in  other  colonics.--^ 
Sitting  of  the  general  congrefs. '"-Their  fri 
meafures.  —  Arrival    of  reinforcements.'^ 
Gage   proclaims    martial   law.  —  Bunker's 
hill  fortified  by  the  Americans — Jlormed  by 
the  Englijh.-^  Proceedings  of  congre/s.— 
Acceffion  of  Georgia  to  the  confederacy.  — 
Wajhington  appointed  commander  in  chi^. 
— declaration^  of  congrefs.  —  State  of  their 
army.  —  Inertnefs  of  the  Britijh   army. — 
Congrefs  vote  an  addrefs  to  the  legijlatwe 
of  Jamaica.'— Reject  the  conciliatory  pro- 
pofitions.  —  Expedition  a^ainft  Canada  un- 
dertaken. —  Capture    of    Ticonderoga.  — 
Crown    Point  —  Skenejborough  —  and  the 
floop    Enterprize.—Dijimulation  of  con- 
grefs.  —  Their  addrefs  \o  the  people  of  Co- 
nadu.  —  Ejpertions  of  general  Carleton.-^ 
Canada  invaded. — Siege  of  St.  John^s. — 
Fort  Chambke   taken.  —  St.  John's  capitu- 
lates.—  Ethan    Allen     taken    prifoner. — 
Montreal  evacuated. '-^Espfdition  of  Ame^ 
7  rican^ 


GEORGE    IIL  %5\ 

ficans  through  the  wildernefs* — Macteati 
defends  Quebec.  —  Arnold  repulfed.  —  Judi*- 
cious  proceedings  of  Montgomery.''^ Joins 
in  Sejieging  Quebec. — State  of  the  American 
mrmy.  —  AJfault  of  Quebec*  —  Death  of 
Montgomery.  —  Failure  of  the  enterprize. 

—  Quebec  blockaded.  — Tranfactions  in  Vir^ 
ginia.  —  Lord  North's  propojitions  rejected. 
—Contefi  between  lord  Dunmere  and  the 
ajfembly^^he  retires  on  board  a  man  of  war ^ 

—  Carries  on  predatory  hofiilities — pro^ 
claims  martial  law  —  emancipates  tkeflaves. 
^^Town  of  Norfolk  burnt.  ^-^  Lord  Dun- 
more  abandons  the  colony. — Failure  of  Con- 
nelly's  project.  —  Tranfactions  in  North 
Carolina.'-^ The  gwernor  driven  away. ^^ 
The  like  in  South  Carolina. — Afcendancy  of 
congrefs.  —  Gage  recalled.  —  Americans  if 
fue  letters  of  marque. — Falmouth  defiroyed, 
ir^General  view  of  events, 

^NOTWITHSTANDING  the contributions  raifcd  chaf; 
^^  iin  other  colonies,  the  people  of  Bolton  ex-  ^^^, 
perienced  gre^t  diftrcfs :  a  populous  and  com-   ,  »775- 
Inercial  town  fuddenly  deprived  of  its  ufual  Bdten^ 
means  of  fuppo^-t  and  profperity,  was  reduced 
to  an  abjeft  d^pendencie;  oneleemofynary  bene- 
volence;' the  inclemency  of  the  winter  in- 
creafed  the  general  mifeiy ;  none  were  totally 
exempt  from  inconvenience,   and  many  were 
plunged  in  the  deepeft  calamity.    The  reftraints 
of  law  were,  fufpcnded ;  yet  liich  was  the  fer- 
vour of  party  enthufiafni,  that  no  violence  or 
dilbrder  was  committed,  except  in  the  ftrugglcs 
between  the  opponents  of  government  and  the 
inilitary ;  and  perhaps  even  thefe  Avere  greatly 
pxaggerated.     But  the  fufferings  fo  generally 
^perienced  coul^  not  fail  of  producing  a  pro-' 

portionate 
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CHAP,  portionate  (hare  of  refentinent;  and althongli 

^^   the  military  force  was  futficient  to  prevent  fcri- 

%f{^   ou%  atteinpt39  the  fpirit  of  animofity  and  refo- 

lute  refiftance  was  affiduoufly  kept  alive,  and 

inflamed  by  every  fpecies  of  publication  and 

addrefs. 

The  refolutions  of  congrefs  afforded  room 
for  many  contefts ;  but  the  difperfion  of  the 
members  over  the  whole  continent,  the  zeal 
refulting  from  the  novelty  and  arduoufnefs  of 
their  fituation,  as  well  as  a  ftrong  political 
bias,  the  ftrenuous  efforts  of  thd  correfpondisg 
committees,  and  the  inflamed  ftate  of  the  put 
lie  mind,  gave  the  opponents  of  govemincnt 
many  decided  advantages  over  its  friends.  The 
exertions  of  the  popular  faftion  were  violent 
and  inccliant,  extending  in  every  direftion, 
and  appealing  to  every  motive  of  reafon  andof 
prejudice ;  thofe  of  the  government  party  were 
comparatiyely  feeble  and  languid,  generally 
tending  to  remedy  or  obviate  fome  diforder 
or  mifreprefentation,  and  often  not  adopted  till 
the  occafion  had  ceafed,  or  was  grown  unim- 
portant. 
•%^}m  '  The  affcmbly  of  New  York  rejected  the  pro- 
c^'uftof  9^dipg8  of  congrefs  on  a  folemn  debate,  as  did 
tfewYork.  it  few  towns ^  in  other  colonies;  but  their  ex- 
"  ample  was  not  calculated  to  produce  generf 
efl'ed ;  and  even  the  affembly  of  New  York, 
before  the  termination  of  its  fitting,  voted  an 
addrefs  complaining  of  many  grievances,  and 

«  The  inhabitants  of  Barni^aplc  in  New  England,  at  a  toil 
tnceting' (January  4th9  1775)  rejeflcdby  Urge  majorities  therein 
,  )i)tioiis  and  proceedings  of  congrefs ;  at  Ridgefield  in  Connedicu^ 

•  fpecial  town  meeting  was  held,  and  the  ptpceedings  of  congre^ 
renounced  with  only  three  diffentient  voices*  Loyal  ailbdaciom  «o* 
formed,  and  the  kmg^s  authority  explicitly  avowed  i|i  icveial  towasi 
and  by  a  (hiali  party  even  in  Bolloii. 

requirivff 
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requiring  many  reiticdies  petitioned  for   Iry  chaK 
congrefs.     On  the  other  hand,  unremitting  en-   ^^^^^ 
deavours  were  ufed  to  familiarize  to  the  people     1775. 
the  idea  of  having  recourfe  to  arms,  and  to 
faraiih  them  with  means  of  making  forcible 
ireiiftance.* 

The  king's  fpeech  on  opening  the  (eflion  of  Effcaaf 
parliament,  greatly  increafed  tJiiepopnlar  dif-  tiKking'* 
content.     Violent  refentments  were  expreffed  P^"^ 
kt  the  imputation  of  a  prevailing  difpofition  to 
difloyalty ;  it  was  refolutely  denied  by  feveral 

})rovincial  congrefles,  who  declared  that  a  due 
iibmiifion  to  the  conftitutional  laws  of  their 
Country  was  the  great  characteriflic  of  the 
American  people.  ^ 

In  purfuance  of  their  refolution  at  the  laft  4*  FcK  . 
adjournment,  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maf-  J^*^^ 
(achuiTet's  Bay,  met  at  Cambrid^.     In  an  ad-  daicon-  * 
drefs  to  the  people,  they  expreffed  fears  that  ^%?L^c 
from  the  difpofition  of  tne  Britiili  miniftry  And  fefs  Bay. 
parliament,  reafonable  and  juil  applications  for 
peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,  would  not  meet  with 
a  favourable  reception ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
from  the  large   reinforcements  expefted,  the 
tenor  of  intelligence,  and  general  appearances, 
their  fudden  deftru^on  was  particularly  in- 
tended^ for  refufmg,  with  the  other  American 
4lDlonies,  tame  fubmiflion  to  the  moft  ignomi* 
aious  flavery.     They  recommended  encourage- 
ments  to  parfons  ikilled  in  manufacturing  jfird 
arms  and  bay^iets,  and  covenanted  to  pur^ 
tehafeas  cianyas  could  be  produced  within  a 
^rtain  timeu    They  declared  the  higheft  detef- 
tation  of  all  who^prefumed  to  fupply  tlie  xoyal 

*  The  tovni  c^Marblebead  rdblved,  "That  as  tlie  greater  part  of 
^  ^  inhabttams  nriglK  (boo  Bfe  called  forth  to  defend  the  chanec 
**  and  conftitution  ot  the  ^province,  a  conliderable  advance  of  pay 
^  ihoiild  be  made  to  the  militia  \  and  decreed  the  raiiin|rof  a  fum  of 
1*  money  for  that  purpofe.'* 

troops 
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CHAP,  troops  with  military  or  building  ftores;  » 
,32^    horted  the  militia  and  minute-meu'  to  {past 
J775»     neither  tijfte,  pains,  nor  cxpence,  in  acquiriDg 
difcipline,  and  to  procure  fkilful  inftructors  for 
companies  not  already  provided^ 
P^^"        Similar  meafures,  though  not  perhaps  tei 
otber']pr»-  ^^  feme  extent,  were  adopted  in  feveral  other 
lancet.       colonies.     Penfylvania  was  the  firft,  which  io 
wia.^      a  provincial  convention  approved  the  refok- 
tions  of  the  general  congrefs;   and  adopted 
means  for  fupplying  the  province,  from  its  in- 
ternal refources,  with  the  articles  neceflaiy  foi 
Virginia,    fuhiiflence,  cloathing,  and  defence.     Virgiiiii 
Conneai-    '^'^^^s  forming  military  companies ;  CotHiefHcat 
«ttt-  boaftod  of  a  park  of  forty  pieces  of  cannon, 

^  and  ten  thoufand  foldiers ;  and  in  Marylaod 

^  '  great  exertions  were  ufed,  and  even  force  le* 
corred  to  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting  the 
patriotic  levies. 
Attempt  to  GeneralGage  madcfomecffbrts  to  pretvid 
BoTatSa.  thefuccefs  of  fuch  proceedings  in  his  govenn 
hm.  ment,  but  his  meafures  werenotprojcded  with 
fuiScient  judgment,  or  arranged  witib  fufficiaiit 
fecrefy  for  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  and 
the  fubtilty  of  his  opponents.  Whik  the  pub* 
lie  mind  was  highly  exafperated,  and  the  rase 
againft  the  military  retrained  only  by  ws 
dread  of  their  prowefs,  no  enterprize  BkcM 
have  been  undertaken  which  was.  not  of  great 
£nportance  in  itfelf,  and  in  which  the  means 
of  fuccefs  were  not  fo  combined  as  to  render 
dlfappointmeni  impofTible.  But  Gage  was  of  \ 
an  unfufpicieus  confiding  difpofition ;  flow  t9 
believe  that  the  Americans  wo«Id  urge  oppofi^ 
tion  to  the  lail  extremities;  tardy  in  adoptini^ 
meafures  of  coercion,  anM  eaiily  dipofed  to  fii^ 

•  $•  called  from  their  engaging  to  be  seady  at  a  nuMiteVnodab 

penil 
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^nd  compulfive  efForte.  Having  received  mtel-  cftAP. 
ligence  that  fome  ordnance  was  depofited  at  Sa-    ^^J^ 
lem,  he  difpatched  a  field  officer  \vith  a  ftnall     »775- 
detachment  on  hoard  a  tranfport  to  feize  Jt.  *^  *^ 
.This  force  purfued  with  eagernefs  a  falfe  in- 
formation, were  arrefted  in  their  courfe  by  the 
proprietor  of  a  private  road,   and  baffled  ia 
their  attempt  to  pafs  a  fmall  river  by  the  de- 
flrudion    of  the  feiTy   boat,  which  was  cut 
through  with   axes   before  their  eyes;   they 
were  then  obliged  to  avail  themfelves  of  thfe 
interceffion  of  a  clergyman,  who,  to  prevent 
cflfufion  of  blood,  and  fave  their  honour,  ob- 
tained permiffion  for  them  to  make  a  fmall  pro- 
grefs;    and  they  finally   returned  to   fiofiofi 
without  accpmplifliing  their  inftruAions.     Ia 
this  frivolous  expedition,  they  difplayed  the 
utmoft  coolnefe  and  difcipline ;  but  their  dif- 
grace  in  being  foiled,  afforded  ground  for  ex-^' 
ultationto  the  provincials,  and  diminiflied  the 
impreffion  made  by  the  prefence  of  an  armed 
body. 

This  failure  might  have  warned  general  Bxpeditioa 
Gage  againft  the  bad  policy  of  purfuing  expe-  *°  ™" 
ditious  with  an  iiifufficient  force  up  the  coun- 
try, ^here  every  hour's  march  Itrengthened 
the  enemy,  and  rendered  retreat  more  dan- 
gerous and  precarious.  Such  efforts  encou- 
raged attack,  and  incurred  the  rifque  of  defeat 
at  the  moft  critical  moment  of  the  contefl. 
Yet  his  next  attempt  was  of  a  fimilar  nature. 
Having  learned  that  military  and  naval  flores, 
pUTchafed  for  the  provincial  congrefs,  were 
depofited  at  Concord,  he  confided  to  lieutenant- 
colonel  Smith,  and  major  Pitcairne  of  thjc  ma- 
rines, the  command  of  a  fecret  expedition,  com- 
pofed  of  grenadiers  and  light  infantry,  to  feiae 
or  deftroy  them. 

Theus 
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CHAP;       Th £R £  is reafon  tobelie ve,  that iiotwitbilsad» 
,\^Jii/  ing  the  precautions  taken,  intelligence  of  the 
■  *775*     general's  intentions  had  tranfpired/  The  troop 
utb  Ajir.  ^,^j,g  ejnijarked  in  the  night  in  boats,  and  con- 
veyed up   Charles   river,    to  a  place    called 
Pliipps's  fann :  they  landecl  before  day,  and  ir 
order  to  k^eep  their  march  profoundly  fccre^ 
feized  all  paflengers;    yet;  tlfiey  had  advanced 
6nly  a  few  miles,  when  they  perceived  by  the 
firing  of  guns  and  ringing  of  bells,   that  the 
(^ountr}^  was  alarmed.     Colonel  Smith  imine^ 
diately  detached  fix  companies  of  light  infan- 
try to  fecure  two  bridges  on  different  roads, 
leading  from  Concord,  and  on  the  other  £de 
of  tliat  town. 
19th.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  reached 

SSiiS-  I^xingtpn,  fifteen  miles  dittant,  from   Bolton, 
ten.  near  which  they  perceived  a  military  corps  cx* 

crcifing  on  a  green;  thefe  perfons  were  peremp- 
torily uimmoned  to  throw  down  their  arms  and 
difoerfe;  the  former  part  of  the  injuii6iion  was 
difregarded,  the  latter  fuUenly  obeyed,  andwhik 
the  Americans  were  in  the  a6t  of  retreating;  fome 
pieces  were  difcharged  at  the  king's  troops  from 
behind  a  ftone  wall,  and  from  adjoining  houfes: 
the  fire  was  inftantly  returned,  and  feveral  Am^ 
ricans  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Stores  The  advanced  detachment  was   in  conie*^ 

at  Gon!^  quenoe  of  this  delay  joined  by  the  grenadiei^; 
cord.  tJiey  proceeded  to  Concord,  and  deftroyed  fbmc 
{lores;  but  the  light  infantry  pofted  at  the 
bridge,  were  obliged  to  maintain  their  ppfiti(»[  | 
by  firing  on  the  militia,  of  whom  near  four 
hundred  were  aflembled,  and  who  returned  the' 
fire. 

^  Set  Stedman^  voL  1.  p,  ij^i  Almonds  Rcmembruiccr  for  2775^ 

p.  if. 
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When  the  detachment  began  their- retreat  CHAP, 
to  Bofton,  the  whole  country  was  alarmed ;  the    S!i/ 
minute-men,  volunteers,  and  militia,  affembled  ^^^^ 
from  all  quarters,  and  were  pofted  among  trees,  haraftdT^ 
In  houfes,    and    behind  walls,    whence  they  in  their  r©- 
greatly  annoyed  the  king's  troops;   while  a  ^"'* 
ftrong  body,  hourly  reinforced,  prefled  on  their 
rear.     Spent  with  fatigue,  and  haraifed  by  an 
inceffant  and  effeftual,  though  irregular  fir^ 
the  foldiers  were  driven  betbre  the  Americans 
to  Lexington,  where  they  were  fortunately  met 
by  a  divifion  under  lord  Percy,  coniiftin^  of 
fixteen  companies  of  foot,  and  fome  marmes, 
who  had  marched  to  fuilain  them.     Colonel 
Smith's  detachment,  completely  exhaufied,  lay 
down  on  the  earth  to  recover  ftrength,  while 
the  troops  under  lord  Percy  formed  a  fquare, 
inclofing  them,  and  adminiilering  refrelhment. 

The  united  companies  proceeded  towards 
Bofton,  haraifed  by  the  Americans,  who  from 
their  places  of  ambufli  kept  up  an  inceffant  fire, 
nmning  from  front  to  flank,  and  from  flank  to 
rear,  loading  their  pieces  at  one  place,  and  dif*- 
chargin^  them  at  another,  in  a  manner  which 
rendered  it  impoflible  to  affault  them  in  re- 
torn. 

After  evading  an  infidious  attempt  to  lure 
them  to  their  doom,  by  felfe  intelligence  re- 
jpeftfng  a  ford,  the  detachment  reached  Bof- 
ton about  fun-fet,  not  lefs  difpirited  by  the  in- 
icidents,  than  exhauiled  by  the  fatigues  of  their 
long  and  diftreffmg  march.  The  whole  force 
mounted  to  about  eighteen  hundred  men; 
fixty-five  were  killed,  a  hundred  and  eighty 
irounded,  and  twcnty-feven  mifling,  of  whom 
leveral  were  fcalped,  or  had  their  ears  cut  off 
by  the  Americans,    The  provincials  loft,  ao- 

TOL.  II.  s  cording 
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CHAP,  cordina  to  their  own  accounts,  about  fifty  klcd 
(s^Zi/    ^^d  thirty-eight  wounded. 

/77$.  Such  were  the  proceeding^  of  this  day,  in 
tiontand  which  blood  WHS  firft  drawn  in  battle,  bet  van 
viewoftiie  Great  Britain  and  her  cok>iiie9.  Aflertions 
tolryftare-  diametrically  contradidory  m ere  advanced,  re- 
mtntf.  fpeding  the  origin  of  hoftility:  tlie  quefiion 
will  not  now  be  very  interefting,  confideriBg 
the  important  events  which  enfued  without 
being  influenced  by  that  faft.  The  ftate  of  ani- 
mofity  againft  TOvernment,  and  the  open  de- 
clarations of  the  demagogues,  left  no  doabt 
that  force  would  be  ultimately  reforted  to  id 
deciding  the  differences :  the  collecting  of  mi- 
litary floreSy  the  pains  taken  to  alarm  the  coon- 
try,  and  the  drawing  up  of  an  armed  body  to 
oppofe  the  progrefs  of  tne  king's  troops,  render 
inaifputable  the  hoftile  difpofitions  of  the  Amc* 
ricans,  and  clearly  indicate  their  reiblution  to 
try  their  ftiength  on  that  day;  the  firitilh  ibrcesi 
in  the  recent  expedition  to  Salem,  and  on  many 
other  occaiions,  had  ihewn  incredible  forbear- 
ance in  fuflaining  every  fpeoies  of  infult,  with- 
out havine  recourfe  to  extremities;  and  the 
affertion,  that  they  were  firfl  alTailed  is  fupport- 
ed  by  probability;  though  many  witnefles  gare 
dire&  teftimony  to  the  reverfe.* 
ifffftt  of  The  advantages  derived  from  the  expedition  \ 
tilt  trcnt.  ^gj.^  ijijt  trifling,  as  great  part  of  tlie  ftores  had 
beeii  previoufly  removed,  while  the  injury  ac-  \ 
cruing  to  the  caufe  of  government  was  exten-  I 
live  and  permanent.  The  circumflances  of  the  J 
day  afforded  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  | 

•  See  accounts  on  both  fidesy  in  the  London  Gatetle>  lodi  Je^  \ 
1 77  5-*Stedman— Andrews — ^Rain&y— Morfc's  American  GeoM-  I 
phy«*«Almon's  Remembrancer  S775**and  the  depfiotiooa  pafadM   ; 

throwing  ! 
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throwing  odium  oil  the  kin^^'s  ttoops^  and  ena-  chap. 
bled  them  to  excite  the  timid  to  refiftance,  and  3Si 
confirm  the  waverinff  iu  fentiments  of  decided     «77S- 
and  unlimited  oppontion.     Difcipline  and  va« 
lour  had  been  baffled  by  energy  and  cunning ; 
thofe  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  conteft,  be- 
came inflamed  with  emulation ;  longed  to  Ihare 
the  glory  of  driving  before  them  the  Britifli      i 
troops;  and  talked  with  confidence  of  expelling 
them  from  Bofton.    Their  zeal  wa?  further  ex- 
cited by  an  untrue  report,  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated, that  one  objeA  of  the  expedition  was  tlie 
ieizure  of  John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams ; 
two  diftinguilhed  members  of  congrefs. 

It  is  well  obferved  by  a  writer  friendly  Bofton 
to  the  Americans,  that  as  force .  was  to  de*  ^If^J**** 
cide  the  contefl,  it  was  fortunate  for  them  Amer^ 
that  the  firft  blood  was  drawn  in  New  England, 
where  the  inhabitants    are  fo  conne6ted  by 
defcent,  manners,  religion,  politics,  and  a  ge- 
neral  equality,    that    the    deftru^ion  of  aa 
individual  interefted  the  whole  community, 
and  excited  general  indignation.     The  militia 
from  all  parts  of  the  province  poured  in,  and 
an  army  was  foon  formed  of  twenty  thouland 
men,  under  the  command  of  colonels  Ward, 
Pribble,  Heath,  Ppefcott,  and  Thomas,  officers 
who  had  ferved  in  provincial  regiments  in  the 
laft  war,  and  now  a^ed  as  generals.     The  head* 

auarters  were  fixed  at  Cambridge,  and  a  large 
etachment  from  Connedicut  having  joined 
ihem  under  Putnam,  a  veteran,  who  had  ac- 
quired knowledge  and  experience  in  the  two 
laft  wars,  a  line  of  encampment  M^as  form* 
cd  of  thirty  miles  in  extent,  reaching  from 
the  river  Myftic  on  the  left,  to  Roxburgh  on 
th(j  right,  and  inclofing  Bofton  in  the  centre; 
while  Putnam  took  a  pofition  from  which  he 
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could  extend  fuccours  to  thofe  parts  of  the 
line  of  encampment  which  Mere  nearefi  to 
Bofton :  the  ftrensth  of  tlie  works  from  the 
Neck  preferved  that  town  from  aflanlt,  bat 
it  was  clofely  blockaded. 

To  prevent  co-operation  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack, which,  however  defperate,  was  daily  ex- 
pefled,  general  Gage  entered  into  a  coinpad 
with  the  inhabitants,  pennitting  them  to  leave 
the  town,  v/ith  their  families  and  effe6ls,  on 
giving  up  their  arms.  Many,  wifliing  to  avail 
themfelves  of  this  agreement,  performed  their 
part  of  the  ftipulation;  but  it  was  fpcedily 
reprefented,  that  the  enemies  of  governmeDl 
alone  were  difpofed  to  quit  Bofton,  by  which 
means  the  danger  of  the  well-difpoled  was 
greatly  increafed,  as  in  cafe  of  an  aflault,  their 
lives  and  properties  alone  would  be  expofol. 
In  cunfequence  of  thefe  intimations,  paffports 
were  not  granted  without  delays  and  difficulties; 
eiFefts,  it  was  contended,  did  not  include  mer- 
chandize ;  the  wives  and  children  of  thofe 
who  abfented  themfelves  were  deemed  defira- 
ble  hoftages,  and  thus  feparations  of  families 
enfued.  Gage,  in  vindication  of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, iffued  a  proclamation,  aflerting,  that 
all  the  arms  had  not  been  delivered  up ;  but 
thc.ihhabitants  bitterly  complained  of  the  in- 
fraction of  the  agreement.' 

The  provincial  congrefs,  which  was  now  re- 
moved to  Watertown,  ten  miles  from  Bofton, 
'  fliewed  their  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the 
befieging  army,  by  making  provifions  for 
clothing,  and  fixing  a  liberal  pay  for  the 
otficers  and  foldiers.    They  alfo  eftablifhed  rules 

f  Ramfay^t  Hiftory  of  the  Anericui  RcvoIutioD,  ? ol»  t,  p^  189. 

for 
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for  governing  the  military  force,*  and  voted  chap. 
a  large  fum,  to  be  ilTueil  in  paper  currency,   ^^ 
for  defraying  its  expences,  for  the  redemption     i77S' 
of  which  paper  the  faith  of  the  province  was 
pledged.    They  drew  up  an  addrefs  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain,  juftifying  the  late 
confli6t;   complaining,  in  acrimonious  terms, 
of  the  condu^  of  the  regulars ;  profeffing  great 
loyalty,  but  appealing  to  heaven  for  tlie  juftice 
of  their  caufe,  and  declaring  their  refolution 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  perfecution  and  tyranny 
of  a  cruel  miniftry,   out  to  die  or  be  free. 
They  alfo  refolved,  that  as  general  Gage  had,  sth  May* 
by  the  late  tranfa6lions,    difqualified  liimfelf 
from  ferving  that  colony  as  governor,  or  in 
any  other  capacity,  no  obedience  was  due  to 
l)im,  but  he  was  to  be  guarded  againil  as  an 
unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy. 

While  fo  much  ardour,  ateal,  and  refolu-  Conduftof 
tion  were  difplayed  in  Maffachuffet's  Bay,  the  ^nas.*^^" 
other  provinces  were  not  backward  in  exhibit- 
ing a  confentaneous  fpirit.     The  populace  at  »sd  April. 
New  York,  on  receiving  news  of  the  affair  i.«  New  York. 
Lexington,  feized  the  magazine  of  arms,  and 
unladed  two  provifion-veflels  deftined  for  the 
troops  at  Bofton ;  formed  themfelves  into  mili- 
tary companies,  chofe  officers,  diftributed  arms, 
called  a  provincial  congrefs,  and  adopted  all 
the  violent  iHeafures  which  they  had  hitherto 
fo  cautioufly  avoided.     In  Philadelphia,  even  PWiadei. 
the  quakers  took  up  the  fword,  excepting  only  ^*^*- 
the  aged    and  the  heads   of  meetmgs.      At  Export*. 
fome  places  the  magazines  were  feized,  and  in  p°Jii^oB« 
New  Jerfey  the  treafury  j  and  a  general  probir  prohibited. 

>  Ste  the(c  niks»  which,  with  their  introductory  recitals,  ue 
^"onhy  of  noticcy  as  indicating  the  unaltered  puritanical  fpirit  of 
^  p«>ple|  u(  Almonds  Remembrancer,  vol.  i.  p.  lao. 

s  5  bilion 
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CHAP,  bition  was  impofed  on  the  exportatioti  of  pro* 
XXVI.    virions. 
'^7$f        During  this  ferment,  lord   North's  con- 
^'^.?7'     ciliatoiy  propofitions  arrived,  and  vere   lirft 
tonrpropo.  referred  to  the  airembly  of  Penfylvania,  in-' 
idont  re-    ttoduced  by  a  perfuafive  and  lenient  addrelk 
^J^^.    from  Mr.  Penn,  the  governor,  who  foUcited 
biyof  Pea.  temper,  calmneis,  and  deliberation,    iu    con* 
fyhraiiiai     fidering  the  plan  of  reconciliation  held  out  by 
the  parent  to  her  children,  defcanted  on  the 
equity,  moderation,  and  kindnefs  of  the  terms, 
congratulated  then»  on  being  the  firft  colonial 
aiTembly  to  whom  the  propofitions  had  been 
fubmitted,    and  endeavoured,  from   this  cir- 
cumftance,  to  incite  a  defire  of  being  iofiro- 
mental  in   refioring   public  tranquillity,    and 
refcuing  both  countries  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war. 
4th  Maj.        Thi:  iKWife,    unmoved  by  thefe .  confidera- 
Anditjcft-  tions,    declared,    without  a  dilfentient  voice, 
that  they  Ihould  efteem  it  a  diflionourable  de- 
fertion,  to  adopt  a  meafure  fo  extenfive  in  its 
♦  onfequences,  without  the  advice  and  conient 
of  thofe  colonies  engaged  with  them  by  foleron 
tics,  in  an  union  founded  on  juft  motives,  and 
conducted  by  general  councils.    They  could 
form  no  profpe^  of  laAing  advantages  tor  Pen* 
fylvania,  however  agreeable  at  the  beginning 
but  what  mud  arife  from  a  communication  of 
rights  and  profperity ;  and  if  fuch  a  profpefi 
ihould  be  opened,  they  had  too  fincere  an  af- 
feflion  for  their  brethren,  and  too  ftriO;  a  re- 
gard for  the  inviolable  performance  of  tl^ir 
engagements,    to  receive   any  pleafure  horn 
benefit  equally  due  to  other  colonies,  yet  con- 
fined to  themfelves,  and  which,  by  their  tem- 
porary generous  rejeftion,  might  be  fpcurcd  to 
9II    IV:  concluflon;^  they  deprecated  the  cala- 
mities 
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mittes  of  civil  war,  which  they  confidered  a  chap. 
dreadful  misfortune,  only  to  be  exceeded  by  ^^ 
an  utter  fubverfion  of  the  liberties  of  America.     "^75- 

Other  colonial  aiTemhlies  followed  the  pre-  Rcjeacd 
cedent  of  Penfylvania:  adding  various  rea-  a*fo'nfrt»icr 
fon*  which  were  probably  fuggefted  by  the  *'~**'*^*^'' 
arguments  of  oppofition  in  parliament ;  fome 
regarded  the  propofitions  merely  as  a  fcheme 
for  diflblving  their  union ;    fome  confidered 
them  not  fatisfadoiy,  becaufe  the  amount  of 
the  contribution  was  not  left  in  their  difcretion, 
but  to  be  determined  by  the  king  in  parliament ; 
and  all  concurred  in  a  reference  to  the  general 
Gongrefs,  which  in  fa6);  amounted  to  an  utter 
reje^ion,  as  it  was  well  known  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  would  not  acknow- 
ledge that  body  to  be  legally  conflituted. 

The  earl  of  Dartmouth  had  fome  months  4tii  jaa. 
before,  in  a  circular  letter  to  the  governors  of 
colonies,  commanded  them    to    prevent  the 
meeting  of  congrefa,  as  highly  difpleafing  to 
the  king;  but  notwithftandiqg  every  eftbrt,  ,^^1^1^ 
they  aflembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  sitting  of 
to  irame  refolutions  for  raifmg  an  army,  and  ^*  ^^ 
the  emiflion  of  a  paper  currency,  the  realization  istUMay. 
of  which  was  guaranteed  by  the  United  Color  T^rfirft 
ni4s\  that  being  the  title  by  which  they  de-  ™    ^^* 
creed  that  America  fhould  in  future  be  dif- 
tinguifhed.     They  prohibited  the  exportation  17th  May, 
of  provifions  to  the  Britiih  fiflieries,  or  to  any 
colony,   ifland,  or  place,   which  continued  in 
obedience  to  Great  Britain,  a  meafure  produc-? 
tive  of  great  temporary  diitrefs,  particularly  at 
Newfoimdland.     They  alfo  refolved  that  by  sthjunct 
the  violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and 
Mary,  the  compadi  between  the  crown  and  the 
people  t)f  Maffachuifet's  Bay,  was  diffolved,  and 
therefore  recommended  the  eflabliihment  of  a 
M  n?W 
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Chap,  new  government,  by  elefting  a  governor,  nffifi* 

^2^   ants,  and  houfe  of  aflembly,  according  to  tbe 

1 775*     powers  contained  in  the  original  charter.    Thqr 

«d  juiM.     prohibited  the  negotiation  of  bills  of  exchange, 

drafts,  or  orders  iflbed  by  officers  of  the  army 

or  navy,  agents  or  contiadx)rs,  or  the  loan  of 

money  to  fuch  perfons,  and  the  fupplying  of 

the  army,  navy,  or  tranfports.  with  provifions  or 

necelTaries.     They  ere^d  a  poft-officCy  and 

foon  afterguards  placed  it  under  the  mani^e* 

papnt  of  Franklin. 

A^'^oi      '^^^  reinforcements  from  England  ware  now 

reinforce-    arrived,  under  the  command  of  generals  Howe, 

mcnti.       Burgoyne,  and   Clinton,   men  of  undoubted 

bravery,  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  had  fervedin 

different  parts  of  the  world ;  than  whom  none 

were  confidered  by  the  public  as  more  able  ia 

their  military  capacity,  and  in  whofe  appoint* 

♦  ment  neither  parliamentary  nor  other  influence 

had  been  ufed.     Howe's  family  and  general 

Bourgoyne  M^ere  unfriendly  to  adminiflration. 

General  Clinton,  of  the  noble  family  of  that 

name,  had  been  aid-de-camp  to  the  hereditary 

prince  (now  duke)  of  Brunfwick,  and  highly 

efleemed  by  him,  and  had  diftinguiihed  him^ 

felf  during  the  feven  years  war. 

Part  of  thefe  troops  being  expe&ed  to  lasd 
at  New  York,  that  city  applied  to  congrefe  fof 
inflrudions.  A$  no  ^ffe^ual  rdiftance  could 
be  oppofed,  they  were  advifed  to  permit  them 
to  occupy  the  barracks,  but  not  to  allow  the 
ereftion  of  fortifications ;  or  the  interruption 
of  communication  M'ith  the  country,  and  in 
cafe  of  hoftilities  to  repel  force  by  forccv  The 
removal  of  women  and  childr^,  and  fecuring 
of  arms  and  magazines,  were  aUb  recomn^nded ; 
and  in  confequeofce  of  ^efe  meafures,  the  once 
£  flouriibing 
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flourifliing  city  became  altnoft  deferted. .    The  CH  af« 
newly  arrived  forces,  though  they  fonned  a    ^2^^ 
very  fine  and  well  difciplinetl  army,  amounting     S775» 
together  to  ten  thoufand  men,  did  not  imme- 
diately undertake  any  enterprize*     Bojlon  con- 
tinued  blockaded,  and  the  army  and  inhabi* 
tants  reduced  to  fubiift  oh  the  military  ftores ; 
while  only  a  few  ikirmiihes,  occafioned  by  the 
attempts  of  different  parties  to  obtain  provi* 
fiom,  ihewed  any  defire  on  the  part  of  the  go* 
vernor  to  miliorate  his  fituation. 

At  length,  as  a  laft  effort,  general  Gage  "thjaae. 
ifiued  a  proclamation  in  which  he  recited  nu-  pr^Um*. 
merous  violations  of  the  laws  by  the  Americans,  * 
the  abufes  of  the  prefs„  the  aflault  at  Lexington, 
which  hedefcribedasaconfummateadof  frenzy, 
committed  by  many  thoufands,  who  attacked 
the  king's  troops  from  behind  walls  and  lurk- 
ing holes ;  and  complained  of  the  blockade  of 
Bollon,  which,  he  faid,  was  made  with  the  pre- 
pofterous  parade  of  military  arrangement.  In 
this  eiigency  of  complicated  calamities,  to 
fpare  the  effufion  of  blood,  he  promifed,  in  the 
king's  name,  pardon  to  all  who  (hould  lay  down 
.their  arms,  and  return  to  the  duties  of  peace- 
able fubje^s.  From  this  immunity  he  except- 
ed Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock,  as  per- 
fons,  ^^  whofe  offences  were  too  flagitious  to 
^^  admit  of  any  other  conlideration  than  that  of 
"  condign  punifliment;"  and  declared  them, 
and  all  perfons  who  had  appeared  in  arms  and 
would  not  renounce  them,  and  all  who  ihould 
proteft  or  conceal  fuch  offenders,  or  fupply  or 
communicate  with  them,  rebels  and  traitdrs« 
And  as  juftice  could  not  be  adminiflered  by 
the  common  law  of  the  land,  he  proceeded,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  vefled  in  him  by  the 

royal 
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CHAP,  royal  charter  of  the  province,  to  proclaim  mar- 
^^^^  tial  law,  until  the  reftoration  of  tranquiUitr.' 
1775*  Whether  this  meafure  roufed  the  pro\Tii- 
cials  to  effectual  enterprize,  or  whetSiex  they 
were  ftimulated  by  intelligence  of  Gage's  in- 
tended movements,  cannot  be  afcertained ;  but 
they  now  executed  an  attempt  of  confidoaUe 
importance,  with  a  celeri^  and  refbliitioii 
which  afforded  prefage  of  an  arduous  conteft. 
Charleilown  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula  to  the 
noith  of  Boilon,  on  the  oppofite  bank  q£ 
Charles  river,  which  being  navigable,  and 
nearly  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  at  London 
Bridge,  Bofton  and  Charleilown  hav«  been 
compared  to  the  city  of  London  and  the 
borough  of  Southwark.  CharleftowH  gives  it& 
name  to  the  peninfula,  in  the  centre  of  whidi 
lifes  Bunker's  Hill,  with  an  eafy  afcent  from 
tlie  ifthmus,  fufiiciently  high  to  over-look  any 
part  of  Bofton,  and  within  cannon«ihot« 

It  i$i  more  characieriftic  of  the    h^tatire 
fituation   of  the  difpute,  than  of  tlie  difpofi- 
tion  or  judgment  of  either  party,  that  ttis 
ipiportant  pofition  had  been  fo  long  neglefied : 
general  Gage,  Iwwever,  yielding  to  repeated 
and  urgent  advice,  had.  determined  to  occupy 
it,  when  he  was  anticipated  by  the  enemy. 
iM  June*      Abo  VT  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  firoog 
^rtify^^*  detachment  of  Americans  moved  from  Cam- 
BMnker*^    bridge,  and  paiTmg  over  Charlefiown  Neck, 
*^-         reached  the  top  of  Bunker's  Hill  in  perfeft 
filence,  and  unobferved.     With  extreme  ra- 
pidity and  caution,  they  contrived,  in  a  fliort 
fummer's  night,  and  without  alarming  the  ihips 
of  war  or  tranfports  lying  around,  to  throw  Qp 
an   intrencliment,    reaching    from   tl^  riYVr 

* '  Sec  the   Proclamation   in  Almon's  Romembnwccr,  vol  i* 

Myftic 
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Myftic  pn  their  right,  to  a  redoubt  on  their  left,  chap> 
and  in  many  places  cannon-proof.  ^J^^ 

At  day-break  they  were  obferved  by  the     ,775, 
Lively  (loop  of  war ;  the  alarm  was  given,  a  lythjune* 
cannonade  begun  from  the  iloop,   and  from  ?'°^^ 
Cop's  Hill  in  Boilon;  but  thefe  raw  provincials  En^uh. 
ftill  continued  their  operations,  undiimayed  by 
a  roar  of  artillery,  which  might  have  occa* 
fioned  fome  confternation    even  among  ve« 
terans. 

-  About  noon  a  detachment  from  the  army 
landed  on  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  and 
was  afterwards  reinforced  to  upwards  of  two 
thoufand  men;  two  lines  were  formed,  general 
Howe  commanded  the  right,  deftined  to  attack 
Xbe  provincial  intrenchment,  and  the  left  was  led 
on  by  brigadier-general  Pigot,  to  ftorm  the  re- 
doubt The  attack  was  begun  by  a  4harp  can* 
nonade;  the  troops  were  fuflfered  to  form  without 
moleftation.,  and  advanced  ilowly,  halting  at  in- 
tervals to  afford  time  for  the  effecl  of  the  ar- 
tillery. The  left  wing  in  advancing  was  op- 
nofed  by  a  body  of  provincials,  poiled  in  the 
noufes  at  Charleftown,  and  during  the  con« 
fii^  the  town  was  fet  on  fire  and  deftroyed. 
'  The  provincials  on  Bunker's  Hill,  fecure 
within  their  intrenchments,  referved  their  fire 
till  the  troops  approached  within  a  fhort  dif- 
tance;  they  then  opened  fo  tremendous  and 
continued  a  difcharge  of  mufketry,  that  the 
(Britifli  line  twice  recoiled,  and  was  with  diffi- 
culty rallied.  The  officers  wbfe  pecnliaiiy 
aimed  at  by  the  riflemen,  and  general  Howe 
was  for  fome  feconds  left  nearly  alone,  almoft 
all  thofe  who  were  near  his  perfpn  being  killed 
or  wounded.  At  this  crifis  general  Clinton, 
from  the  oppofite  point  at  Boilon,  difcerning 
|;he  moment  in  which  he  could  render  effe6tual 

aififtanc^ 
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CH  AF.  aififtance,  volunteered  his  ienices,  and  having 
^3M^    paffed  the  water  with  a  detachment,  rallied  Uk 
S775*     troops,  and  by  a  happy  manceuvre  brought  them 
^  back  to  the  charge.    The  Britiih  foldiers  fhing 
with  fhame,  and  animated  by  the  appearance 
of  a  reinforcement,  attacked  with  fixed  baycm- 
ets,  and  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity,  drove  tiic 
Americans  from  their  works:  they  fled  wifli 
precipitation,   but  as  no  purfuit  was  ordered, 
they  did  not  fufFer  much  in  their  flight.    Of 
the  Britiih  troops,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  were  killed,  and  eight  hundred  and  twenty* 
eight  wounded.     The  Americans,  by  their  own 
accounts,  had  three  hundred  and  four  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty -five  {lain,  amongtbe 
xnoft  lamented  of  whom  was  Dr.  Warren,  a 
phyfician  and  general  in  their  army,  who  fell, 
commanding  in  the  re.doubt,  and  whole  talMts 
and  virtues  they  highly  extolled. 
Brtteryof      The  bravery  and  difcipline  of  the  Britili 
the  troops.  t^Qops  flione  on  this  occafion  with  confpicnois 
luftre;  they  performed  the  dangerous  and  ar- 
duous exploit  of  driving  before  them  an  enemy, 
.  amounting  to  three  times  their  number,  firongly 
pofted  and  covered  by  a  breaft-work\  under  a 
Icorching  fun,  and  incumbered  with  three  days' 
provifion :  their  progrefs  was  up  an  afcent,  co- 
vered with  grafs,  reaching  to  their  knees,  and 
interfe£led  with  the  walls  and  fences  of  various 
inclofures. 
obferva.        Th£  condu6l  of  the  attack  has  been  expofed 
SloiT**  *^  confideratflc  cenfure:    tlie  whole  objed  rf 
the  expedition  might,  it  is  fiiid,  have  been  ac^ 

k  The  Amerieattt  aflTertedy  thejr  bad  onlf  fiftfcn  btindM  ■n 
engaged.  See  the  account  of  thr  provtncitl  congi«ft  of  Ma&dwT* 
fet  8  Bajr.  ReiDembrancer,  Tol.i,  p.  aS^.  Raniay'sHifbrjof  tke 
Reroltttioii,  vol.  s.  p.  aoj. 

compUflied 
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conipliilied  without  poffibirtty  of  lofs;  a  float-  CHAP« 
ing  battery  or  armed  velfels,  placed  in  the  Myf-  J^^^ 
tic  river,  oppodte  CharleftovvTi  Neck,  w<Kild  «77^ 
hare  not  only  prevented  the  fending  reinforce- 
ments to  the  provincial  troops,  but  might  alfo 
have  eifeftually  cut  off  their  retreat,  without 
rifle  to  the  Britiih  forces.  It  is  alfo  ^ferved, 
that  nearly  at  the  fame  place,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  fpot  where  tlie  Britifli  troops 
landed  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  they  ihould 
have  difenibarked  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  pro- 
vincial army,  where  there  was  no  entrench- 
ment; and  thus,  befides  avoiding  the  ditHcuI- 
ties  and  impediments  they  were  obliged  to  en- 
counter, they  would  have  rendered  the  brea{l<> 
work  of  the  Americans  ufelefs;  their  whole  de- 
tachment would  have  been  inclofed  in  the  pen- 
infula,  and  muft  have  furrendered  at  dilcre- 
tion,  or  been  reduced  to  the  defperate  extremi- 
ty of  attempting  to  cut  through  the  Britiih 
line,  while  tney  fufiained  the  fire  of  the  float- 
ing batteries  and  armed  veflels.  It  is  men- 
tioned as  another  error  in  condu6i;,  that  the  at- 
tack was  extejided  to  the  enemy's  whole  front, 
inftead  of  being  confined  to  their  left  wing, 
vhich  was  covered  only  by  a  breafl-work  of 
rails  and  hay,  eafily  to  be  furmounted,  and 
opening  to  a  hill  commanding  their  redoubt 
and  lines.  The  unmilitary  and  unneceflary 
load  under  which  the  troops  advanced,  ex- 
haufled  their  ftrength  and  deprefled  their  fpirits, 
and  during  the  engagement,  a  fupply  of  ball, 
fent  from  Bofton,  was  of  dimenfions  too  large 
for  the  field-pieces;  an  inadvertency  which  ren- 
dered the  artillery  ufelds.^ 

I  SeeStedniin,  voLi.  p.  iiS.    It  is  to  be  obfenred,  however,  that 
this  aiithoc  always  (hews  a  ftreng  dirpoiition  tp  coofurs  gtocial  Howe. 

As 
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CHAFi       As  the  Britiih  troops  did  not  purfue  the 
J2^    enemy,  the  advantages  of  this  bloody  conteft 
•7^1*     were  confined  to  the  occupation  of  Bunker's 
2^"   Hill,  where  they  fortified  themfelves,  and  thus 
fiiitt.         gained  an  addition  of  fpace  for  quarters,  but 
incumbered  with  a  double  garrifon  duty.   The 
Americans  raifed  works  on  another  hill,  fortified 
them  with  ftrong  redoubts,  and  advanced  them 
clofe  to  the  fortifications  on  Bofton  Neck. 
Procctd.        Meanwhile  the  congrefs  proceeded  with 
m^»    vigour  and  diligence,  and  with  a  wary  detcr- 
mmation  to  convert  every  rifing  occurrence  to 
the  utmoft  advantage,  in  forwarding  their  ul- 
timate views,  without  difciofmg  them  too  amply, 
or  alarming  thofe  who  were  not  prepared  to 
adopt  their  principles  in  their  utmoft  extent  A 
few  days  after  the  meeting  of  congrefs,  Pqrtoa 
Randolph,  their  prefident,   retired;  his  fitua* 
tion  was  conferred  on  John  Hancock^  the  per* 
fon  who  was  afterwards  excluded  from  pardoB 
iftthjuiy.  by  Gage's  proclamation;  and  the  province  of 
1^^*     Georgia  adding  itfelf  to  the  general  confede* 
racy,  all  America  was  included  in  the  reprefen- 
tative  body. 
i^th  Jane.      Thkir  grcatcft  carc  was  to  eftabliih  a  miK- 
Wafting.  ^^j.y  force,  and  their  unanimous  election  of  a 
poinvS      commander  in  chief  fell  oil  Geor^  Wafliine- 
««"-    .     toil,  efq.  a  perfon  of  good  education,  refpcS- 
^^f^  *"  able  charafter  and  abilities,  and  ample  fortune. 
He  was  in  the  forty -fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
had  ferved  in  1753  and  1754,  both  in  negotia* 
tion  and  in  arms.*"    Since  the  peace  he  had  re- 
fided  on  his  eftate,  till  returned  as  a  delegate 
to  congrefs,  in  1774.     He  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  returned  thanks  in  a 
ihort  modeil  fpeech,  expreffing  diftruft  of  bii 

B  Sm  SmoUetfi  contintaxi^n  «f  Hum^  vol.  iiL  p.  377,  410b 

abilities 
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abilities  and  military  experience,  and  claiming  chaf. 
the  lenient  confideration  of  congrefs  on  his  xxvi. 
condud.  He  declined  pecuniary  remuaera-*  ^Tt^sT* 
tion,  leaving  it  to  the  geuerofity  of  his  country 
to  refund  his  expences.  Congrefs  immediately 
refolved,  "  that  they  would  maintain^  affift> 
"  and  adhere  to  him,  with  their  lives  and  for- 
*^  tunes,  in  the  caufe  of  American  liberty;"  he 
%vas  in{lru6ledXo  dellroy  or  make  prifoners,  all 
who  l]iould  appear  in  arms  againll  the  goodpeth- 
pie  of  the  colonies,  and  in  vcfted  witli  a  general 
power  to  difpofc  of  the  army  as  might  1^  mod 
advantageous,  in  obtaining  the  end  for  which 
it  had  been  raifed,  making  it  his  Tpecial  care,, 
tlut  the  liberties  of  America  ihould  receive  no 
detriment. 

In  his  progrefs  to  the  camp,  the  new  general  HisrmD. 
received  homage  from  the  congrelies  and  pub-  *""" '"  *"* 
lie  bodies  of  the  ditFerent  colonies,  and  was    '"^' 
hailed  by  the  army  with  the  moft  lively  exulta-  i<*  J^h* 
tion* 

Pursuant  to  the  form  of  laft  year's  pro- 
ceeding, the  congrefs  drew  up  various  j unifica- 
tory addreffes  and  appeals  to  the  people. 

One  was  entitled,  "  A  Declaration  of  Con-  ethjvUj. 
^'  grefs,  fetting  forth  the  caufes  and  neceffity  £^of^ 
"  of  taking  up  arms."     It  was  written  in  a  grd». 
bold,  declamatory  ftyle,  accufed  the  Britifh 
eovernment  of  an  intemperate  rage  for  un- 
limited domination,   and  of  defignating  the  ' 
colonies  to  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  (latute 
plunder.    American  loyalty  and  liberality  were 
highly  vaunted ;  and  the  aflertion  of  lord  Chat- 
ham, that  tljie  revenue  derived  from  them  had 
enabled  him  to  defeat  the  enemies  of  Britain, 
was  triumphantly  quoted.     They  cenfured  all 
the  ads  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  particularly 
the  declaratory  aS,  againll  which,  while  un- 

reprcfented. 
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CBAF.  reprefented,  they  had  no  defence.    The  pro- 
30CVL    ceedings  of  the  late  feffion  of  parliament,  from 
M775-    the  king's  fpeech  to  the  recefe,  were  reprobated, 
not  however  without  many  compliments  to 
the  oppofition,  and  to  the  petitioning^  cities 
and  towns.     The  affair  at    Lexington    was 
reprefented  in  the  moft  unfavourable  view; 
Gage*s  fubfequent  condud);  fiated  in  the  blackefi 
colours,  and  his  proclamation  cenfured  as  re- 
plete witl)  falfehooids  and  cahimnies  againft  the 
good  people  of  America.     "  In  brief/'   they 
laid,  **  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feels,  and 
**  all  are  fare  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance 
"  of  adminiflration  can  infli£t  them,  the  com- 
**  plicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword,  and  famine. 
"  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  uncon- 
"  ditional  fubmilTion  to  the  tyranny  of  irri- 
"  tated  minifters,  or  refiftance  by  force.     The 
"  latter  is  our  choice.    We  have  counted  the 
**  coil  of  this  conteft,   and  find  nothing  fo 
**  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery.     Our  canfe 
**  isjuft;  our  union  perfeft;  our  internal  re- 
**  fourccs  great ;    and,    if  neceffary,   foreign 
*'  affiftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.     The 
"  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  ene- 
"  mies  to  afTume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every 
"  hazard,  with   unabating  firmnefs  and  per- 
"  feverance,    employ  for  the  prefervation  of 
"  X)ur  liberties,  being,  with  one  mind,  refolved 
**  to  die  freefnen,    rather  than  live    flaves/' 
Finally,  they  abjured  every  intention  to  drf- 
folve   the  union  with  the  mother-country ;  nor 
had  they  excited  any  other  nation  to  declare 
war  in  their  behalf.    Their  armies  were  not 
raifed  with  the  ambitious  defign  of  feparatinj 
from  Great  Britain,  or  eflabliihing  independeot 
itates :  they  fought  for  neither  glory  nor  con* 
queft.    The  mother-country,  on  the  contraiy, 

boailin; 


CBOilOE    nt.  «7S 

ftoafiing  of  her  privileges  and   civilization,  chap. 

proffered  no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  J^^ 

or  death.     "In  our  own  native  land,  in  de*      >775» 

"  fence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our  tirth-right, 

"  and  which  was  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late 

"  violation  of  it;  for  the  urotedion  of  our 

**  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honed  in* 

"  duftry'  of   our   forefathers   and   ourlelves, 

"  againft  violence  adually  offered,  w*  have  ' 

'^  taken  up  arms.     We  will  lay  them  down 

*'  when  hoiltlities  ihall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the 

'*  aggreflbrs,  and  all  danger  of  tlieir  being  re* 

"  newed  fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before/' 

'This  manifefio  was  read  by  M^afliington  Stite<* 

to  his  troops,  and  received  with  enthuiiaftic^  ^  *™** 

acclamations*     He  found,   however,  no  mo* 

tive  for  exultation,  nor  any  ground  for  hope. 

The  late  adion  at  Bunker's  Hill  infpired  with 

ftuch   greater  fpirits  thofc  who   related  and 

reafoned  on  it,  than  thofe  who  were  perfon-* 

ally   engaged,    or   viewed   its   progrefs.      A 

lai^e  number  of  troops   was  coUSfted,  but 

they  had  none  of  the  conveniences  which  are 

neceffary  for  the  comfort  of  regular  armies. 

Inftead  of  tents,  they  had  a  fcanty  fupply  of 

fails,  which  the  fufpenfion  of  commerce  had 

rendered  ufelefs.    They  came  to  camp  in  their 

ordinary  working  dreffes,  and  had  therefore  no 

uniforms ;  a  deficiency  which  was  afterwards 

fupplied  by  the  ufe  ot  the  hunting-fliirt-     For 

w-ant  of  commifiaries  and  quarter-mailers,  their 

fupplies  were  infutficient  and  irreguj^- :  indi^ 

viduals   brought  provifions  to  the  c^mp  on 

their  own  horfes ;   fome  roc.ei'Ved  /ipuDiceflaries 

from  committees  of  fupply,  but  without  fyftem 

or  economy:    the  Copuedicut  troops,    who 

had  proper  officers,  were  alone  tolerably  well 

provided  with  food."    Wafhington  complained 

A  Ran%*$Hiftory  of  the  Retolution,  v«  i*  p.  %i%* 
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CHAP,  loudlv  and  repeatedly  of  his  ftmnerous  wanli 
^^^^  and  dfcficiencies  to  the  conrreft^  "  Wc  hxn 
1775.  "  no  ftore  of  ammunition,"  he  fold,  "  no  Uxk 
"  for  intrenchinar,  nor  engineers  to  direA  lie 
"  conftrudion  of  military  works ;  we  have  no 
'V  money,  and  want  cIoathin|r' :  theye  is  a  total 
"  laxity  of  difcipline,  and  the  majority  not 
"  to  be  depended  on  in  the  event  of  another 
**  aftion.'> 
inertneft  That  this  event  did  not  take  place  is 
miSi'  "^^"^r  of  confiderablc  furpri«e,  as  the  Britifli 
commander  was  not  unacquainted  with  Ac 
diftrefled  ftate  of  the  adverfe  army:  he  was 
even  apprized  by  a  deferter,  that  they  had 
not  more  than  nine  rounds  of  powder  a  man; 
but  treated  the  information  as  an  inventioB, 
fabricated  to  lure  him  into  fome  imprac- 
ticable enterprize.  The  Britifli  army  was  ia- 
trenched  on  Bunker's  HiH,  having  three  Ao9t^ 
ing  batteries  in  Myftic  river,  and  a  twcntv- 
gun  fhip  below  the  ferry,  between  Bofton  andi 
Charlefto  wn.  They  had  alfo  a  battery  on  Cop's 
Hill,  Bofton,  and  were  ftrongly  fortified  ob 
the  Neck.  The  Americans  M'ei'e  intrenched  at 
Winter  Hill,  ProfpeftHitl,  andRoxbury,  com- 
municating with  one  another  by  ihiall  pofis 
over  a  diilance  of  ten  miles.  Paities  were  alfo 
flationed  in  feveral  towns  along  the  fea  coafi. 
Thus  both  armies  remained  reftraiaed  by  ma- 
tual  fear  of  attack,  and  the  year  wafted  with- 
out any  tranfaAion  of  greater  inQportance 
than  the  burning  of  a  light4iouie  in  BoflM 
harbour,  the  furpri5:e  of  a  guard  by  tlic  Amt* 
ricans,  and  fome  (light  n^irmilliea  between 
detached  parties,  inftigated  by  attemptf  to 
obtain  by  force  thofe  frefli  provifions  whidi 
in  obedience  to  congrefs  were  tenacioufly  with* 
held: 

•  General  WaOitngton'i  Official  I^Uffia,  ?•  i«  p.  a  to  9. tt  pdfifl- 
1  B£Sl9£i 


.     'Besides  their  manif(sfto,  conerefs  votad  an  chap« 
Aadidi  to  the  houfe  of  affembty  in  Jamaica,    ^^, 
,  Vindicf tine .  their  late  proceedings^    and  de^     itrs^ 
^  mending  their  good  wiflies  as  friends  to  liberty  ^Jij^^ 
and  mankinds    l^hev  ilTued  feveral  other  ad*  tht  k|iflii- 
dreflfes^  which  M^ill  be  noticed  in  fubfequent  ^^  ^*" 
J  P^gcs :  and  finally,  taking  into  confideration  """^  . 
I  lord  North's  conciliatory  propofitions,   reca-  ixft  July. 
.  pitulated  agaipit  them  inoft  of  the  objeSions  ^^JiT* 
made  in  parliament,  and  declared,  that  nothing  concUia* 
but  their  own  exertions  could  defeat  the  mi-  tt>7.p«>- 
"mfterial— feWnce,  of  death  or  abjeft  fubmif-  ^^''"•* 
'  fion-' 

One  of  the  earliefi  meafures  of  congrefs  was  i6th  Max* 
.  an  addrefs  to  the  people,  or  as  they  termed  ^"P^!*^ 
^thcin,  *4he  oppreffed  inhabitants ''of  Canada.  SSLun- 
Thisj province,  iurrbunded  by  rivers  and  lakes,  dcnafctt. 
^  and  itretching  from  Nova  Scotia  in  an  oblong 
^^^reftion,  almofl  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
\  JPeniylvania,  prefented  many  facilities  for  in* 
vafion,  and  promifed  to  be  an '  important  ac« 
quifition.      Before  the  affair  of  Lexington, 
iome  ii^dividuals  of  Connecticut  formed  a  pro*    . 
je6b  for  obtaining  pofleffion  of  Ticonderoga,  ^ 

iituated  at  the  nortn  end  of  lake  George,  and* 
i  Crown  Point,  near  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
lake  Champlain :  tbefe  forts  were  the  gates  to- 
that  quarter  of  Canada.  They  procured  a 
loan  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  of  the  public 
money,  and  having  raifed  two  hundred  and 
ieventy  men  of  a  hardy  race,  known  by  the 
name  of  Green  Mountain  Bm's,  proceeded  to 
Beionington,  and  placed  themlelves  under  the 
command  of  a  partizan  named  Ethan  Allen. 
They,  were  unexpectedly  joined  by  colonel 
Arnoldi  who,  after  the  battle  of  Lexington^ 

f  Set  Aimai^t  Ktinantmuiccr,  1775,  ir.  i*  p.  a74* 

*  «  received 
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received,  from  the  MaiTachuflTet^  congrefija 
cominiiTion  to  raife  four  hundred  men  for  the 
capture  of  Ticonderoga.  He  agreed  to  wBL 
under  Allen,  and  they  immediately  prcxreeded 
to  I^ke  Champlain,  which  they  crofled  vith 
^ishty-three  men,  furprized  captain  dc  la 
Place,  commander  of  Ticonderoga,  in  bed,  aud 
fummoned  him  to  furrender,  **  m  the  name  of 
*^  the  great  Jehovah,  and  the  continental  coli- 
**  grels."  The  fort,  m  ith  its  valuable  fiores,' 
was  captured  without  rcfiftance :  Crown  Point, 
which,  through  negleft,  had  neither  ^ard  nor 
garrifon,  furrendercd  :  Skcnefborough,  a  vain- 
able  and  prof^crous  iron-work  and  village,  was 
furprized  by  Allen,  and  major  Skene,  the  pro- 
prietor, with  his  Ton  and  negroes,  taken  pri- 
loners,  while  Arnold,  M'ith  great  {pirit  and 
ability,  fecured  the  intire  command  of  Lake 
Champlain,  by  fcizing  the  only  veflel  of  tbc 
royal  navy  in  thofe  parts,  the  floop  Entcr- 
prize. 

Tjif  intelligence  of  thefc  fucceifes  was  the 
firft  which  JjrVeted  the  continental  congrefc. 
They  were,  however,  apprehenfive  of  appearing 
to  court  active  hoftllities,  and  of  chan g^nig  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  therefore  all  publica- 
tions in  tlicir  intereft  treated  the  affair  as  tiic 
fpirited  entcrprize  of  individuals,  not  fanC^ioo- 
ed,  thoiii^h  not  cenfurcd ;  and  congrefs'  re* 
commended  to   the  committees  of  the  cities 


^  The  ftorci  taken  at  Tlcondfrcga  were  between  ni^  and  i»o 
iron  cnnnon,  from  6  to  14.  pminiiers  ^  50  IwiveU  of  different  kw£h 
ft  ten  inch  mortar?)  i  howitzer^  i  cohorn,  10  tons  of  ixiulkrt  ba^ 
3  cart  loads  gf  fliots,  30  new  carriages,  a  confidri-able  quanutr  rf 
(hells,  a  warehonfe  full  of  matcriaU  to  carty  on  boat-ltoildtfiff 
\  ico  Ihrnd  of  i^in^ll  jirms,  10  ca^s  of  very  ia4ifferedt  ^amda, 
a  brafs  cannons,  30  biineis  of  flour,  and  18  barrtls  c£|K>rk. "  Tie 
prilbner^  were  one  capr^in,  t  gunntrr,  x  feijeants,  and  4^  rank 
and  fite,  btrul«>s  women  and  children.—- Captain  de  la  Flaceim 
not  broughi  to  a  ctiaM^martMJ,  but-4'utiVred  to  t'c!l  out. 

and 
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^Lttdr  counties  of  New  York  and  Albany,  to  CHAP^ 
caufe  the  cannon  and  ftores  to  be  removed  from  J^^Y}: 


Ticonderoga  to  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  George,  «775- 
and  to  take  an  exad  inventory  of  them,  in 
order  tliat  they  might  be  fafely  returned  when 
the  relloration  of  harmony  between  Great 
£ritain  and  the  colonies^  fo  ardently  wiilied 
for  by  the  latter,  iliould  render  it  prudent  and  ' 
confiilent  with  the  over-ruling  law  of  felf-pre* 
iervation, 

Ik  their  addrefs,  congrefs  fpoke  a  bolder  Ian-  s^th  May. 
ffuage,  deqiaimed  in  terms  of  pity  on  theabjeft  j^^^^^L 
llate  to  which  the  Canadians  were  reduced,  on  peopiTof 
the  arrival  of  that  day  in  which  the  fun  could  Canada* 
not  ihine  on  a  fmgle  freeman  in  all  their  exten-* 
live  dominion.     By  the  introdudion  of  the pre- 
ffcnt  form  of  government,  or  rather  form  or  ty- 
ranny, the  Canadians  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren were  made  flaves,  fubjedl  to  be  deprived  of 
the  fruits  pf  their  induftry,  to  be  tranfpoited 
into  foreign  countries,  to  fight  battles  in  which 
they  h&d  no  interefi,  to  fpiU  their  blood  in  conr 
fli^  from  which  neither  honour  nor  emolu- 
ment could  be  derived;  and  to  witnefs  the  ex- 
pulfion,  baniihment,  and  ruin  of  their  priefts, 
-whenever  a  fufficicnt  temptation  was  furniihed. 
The  chief  obje6tx)f  the  addrefs,  befides  inftiUing 
thefe  principles,  and  a  refolution  to  live  free  or 
not  at  all,  was  to  conciliate  the  people  to  the 
late  captures,  and  deprecate  hoftile  oppofition. 

Animated  by  his  late  fucceffes,  and  urged  nth  June. 
by  hi*  natural  impetuofity,   Arnold  folicited  ^^^^'^J^^ 
from  congrefs  a  reinforcement  for  the  invafion  noM. 
pf  Canada,  and  promifed,  with  two  thoufand 
men,  to  reduce  tlie  whole  province.     He  was 
encouraged  in  thefe  hopes  by  the  feeble  ftate  of 
the  Britilli  military  force,  wnich  did  not  exceed 
eight  himdied  men. 

T3  Tub 
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CHAP.       The  deficiency,  in  thi^  refi)eft,  is  afcribed  tai 
w^Zb    the  too  fanguine  reliance  or  the  governor,  ge- 
«775'     neral  Carleton,  on  his  influence  and  thejpowcr 
offend    ^f  the  clergy  over  the  inhabitants.      in  the 
Carleton,    abundance  of  his  confidence,  he  afiured  general 
Gage  in  the  preceding  year,  that  a  corporal^s 
command  was  fufticient  for  the  protedibn  of 
the  province/    On  the  reduction  of  Ticondc- 
roga  and  Crown  Point,  he  ordered  his  finaS 
force  to  St  John'?  fort,  which  was  prudenfl^ 
ftrengthened  with  two  redoubts.      He  tAed 
without  futcefs  the  influence  over  the  nativei^ 
on  which  he  had  fo  firmly. depended;  and  pro- 
claimed martial  la^v,  in  order  to  cotxipet  flue  in- 
habitants to  arAi,  but,  although  they  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  defend  their  own  proviiice, 
they  refufed  to  march  beyond  its  limits/  Gage; 
JttJyt        however,  difpatched  brigadier-general  Prefcotf, 
and  two  officers  of  inferior  ranlc,  with  t^'^o  fti{s, 
to  Montreal,  and  about  the  fame  time  cblcmd 
Guy  Johnfon  arrived  \vith  feven  hundred  war- 
riors of  the  Five  Nations  t  they  ^ro^taftd  the 
recapture  of  the  forts,  which  were  weafbly  gar- 
rifoned,  but  Carleton  refufed  to  fan^ion  the 
attempt.  *^ 

^prefen*       CoNGREss  took  advantage  of  tBefe  excr- 
^J^J    tions  to  affert  that  Carleton  meditated  an  in- 
vafiop   of  their  north-wefternf  frontier;  they 
ftudioufly  inculcated  this  opinion,  a6  a  jnftifi- 
cation  of  their  conduft  in  inX^ding  the  kings 
dominions,  and  fuch  was  their  fuccefs,  that  a 
plan  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
deemed  violent  and  dangerous,  was  now  en- 
couraged by  general  approbation. 
Stptember.      GENERALS  Schuylcr  and  Montgofttciy,  at 
Cwtdfc     the  head  of  three  thoufand  men,  proceeded 

'  Stedmaa,  vol.  i.  p.  13a.         «  MMtfij^  ^oL  wpm»f  • 

to 
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tD  Lake  Champlain»  took  pofleOion  of  lile  aux  chap. 
Noix,  ai^d  attacked  St.  John's,  the  firil  Britiili   ^^ 
poft  in  Canada,  diftant  about  1 15  miles  to  the  ^^^'^^5^ 
northward  of  Ticonderoga ;  the  picquets  were  joth/** 
driven  in,  but  the  invaders  were  repulfed,  and  Attack  on 
obliged  to  return  to  Aux  Noix.  ^''  J^*'"'*- 

The  generals  now  publiihed  a  conciliatory  Addwft  to 
addrefe  to  the  Canadians,  affirming,  that  the  ^Jf^^^ 
ojily  view^  of  congrefs  were  the  reiloraiion  to 
them  of  thofe  rights  to  which  every  fubje6i  of 
the  Britifli  empire,  whatever  his  religious  fenti- 
xnente,  is  entitled;  and,  that  in  the  execution 
of  thefe  trulls  they  had  received  pofitive  orders 
to  cheriOi  every  Canadian,  and  every  friend  to  ' 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  facredly  to  guard 
their  property.    They  alfo  fucceeded  in  de- 
taching the  Indians  from  the  Britifh  caufi?, 
which  was  es^fily  ejfFe6ted,  as  thefe  favages  were 
diflatisfied  with  the  governor's  reje6lion  of  their 
iervices.     General  Schuyler  was  obliged  by  ill 
health  to  retire  to  Ticonderoga,  and  Montgo-  Siegeof  st, 
mery  having  taken  precautions  for  a  retreat  to  J®*^"''* 
Au^  Noix,  rormally  beiieged  St.  John's. 

FROMth^lightnefs  of  their  artillery,  and  the  Chambi6e 
infufficiency  of  ammimition,   the   Americans  c*P*»«^* 
made  little  progrefs,  till  the  furrender  of  fort 
Cbamblee,  diftant  about  five  miles.   It  was  be- 
iieged by  a  lieutenant- colonel,  at  the  head  of 
.  three  hundred-  men,  and  furrendered  after  fif- 
.  teen  days,  although  amply  provided  with  means  ^^  ^^^' 
of  defence,  and  no  pradicable  breach  made  in 
the  walls.    This  conqueft  was  rendered  highly 
important  from  the  Quantity  of  ammunition 
.  ana  military  ftores,  which  the  commandant 
negleded  to  deftroy. 

Before  they  obtained  this  timely  fuccour,  St,johii*t 
the  Americans  were  reduced  to  their  laft  round  pp^^**- 
'  of  ihot,  and  muil  inevitably  have-  abandoned  *'^' 
-    T  4  Canada. 
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Canada.  They  now  preffed  the  ficgc  of  St 
John's  with  increafing  vigour,  and  irom  a  <k* 
ficiency  in  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  the 
failure  of  an  attempt  made  by  colonel  Macleui 
to  afford  relief,  the  garrifon  was  obliged  to 
capitulate. 

An  attempt  had  been  already  made  by 
Ethan  Allen,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  to  capture  Montreal,  but  he  was 
defeat^  by  a  imall  party  of  the  twenty- 
fixth  regiment,  aided  by  fome  natives,  and 
taken  prHbner.*  Montreal  was  however  iinprt>- 
t,e6ied,  and  Carleton,  after  the  capture  oi  St 
John's,  evacuated  tRE'town:  the  inhabitants 
a|>plied  to  Montgomery  for  terms  of  capitula* 
iion;  he  anfwered,  they  could  not  expcft 
fuch  a  conceiTion,  as  they  were  without  means 
of  defence,  but  promifed  the  free  enjoymart 
of  their  religion  and  property.  Here  the  Ame- 
ricans found  imCny  European  neceflaries  and 
luxuries,  which  the  regulations  of  cbngrefs  had 
prevented  tlieir  obtaining  in  their  native  pro- 
vinces, and  Montgomery  employed  them  in 
the  con(fa*u6iion  of  flat  bottomed  boats  pre* 
paratory  to  the  liege  of  Quebec. 

The  fafety  of  that  city  was  menaced  by« 
moft  daring  and  difficult  enterprize.  Colond 
Arnold,  on  a  plan  of  his  own  fuggefting,  was 
difpatched  by  Wafliington,  with  fifteen  hun- 
dred men,  topenetiateinto  Canada  by  afcendi 
ing  the  Kennebeck,  and  defcending  by  tbe 
Cnaundiere  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  On 
their  arrival  at  the  Kennebeck,  they  com? 
menced  the  arduous  toil  of  working  up  a  river 


?  ^j  governor  Carleton's  or^,  Allen  and  his  fdlow  prifiMwis 
were  fent  in  irons  on  l)osund  a  man  of  war»  and  conveyed  to  £ng* 
land  t  he  was  however  remanded  to  America,  and  afterwards  fineA 
^n  thpjiroyincfal  fMripj  wfth  H^  rank  of  colonel. 

incumbered 
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incumbered  with  rocks  and  ihoalfl,  and  againtl  cha9. 
an  impetuous-current:  they  were  often  com-  v.^^!^ 

Clled  by  cataraAs  and  otlier  impedimenta  to  i77i* 
nd  and  drag  their  batteaux  up  n^id  ftreams 
or  over  falls.  Their  progrefi  by  land  was  not 
more  exempt  from  difhculty  and  danger :  thick 
iv^oodS)  deep  fwamps,  ana  precipitous  moun- 
tains alternately  impeded  their  march.  Some- 
times they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
through  forefis  fo  embarrafled  tiiat  their  pro- 
fi;refs  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  miles  a  day ; 
their  provifions  were  reduced;  dearth  and.fn?- 
tigue  introduced  fickneis  and  defertion ;  the 
original' troop  was  diminiihed  by  one  third; 
.they  devoured  their  dogs,  cartouch  boxes,  and 
every  other  article  of  leather  about  their  ac- 
coutrements and  cloathiag:  when  a  hundred 
miles  from  any  habitation,  they  dividied  their 
Jaft  ftore,  which  aftbrded  four  pints  of  flour  for  ^ 

each  man,  and  while  they  were  yet  thirty  miles 
kiifiant  from  the  probability  of  fucoour,  their 
laft  morfel  of  bread  was  eaten.  Finally  they  ^*  *^- 
iurmounted  every  difficulty,  and  the  Cana* 
dians  with  amazement  beheld  this  fqualid  band 
emerge  from  a  wilderne&  which  they  confider- 
ed  it  impoffible  for  human  perfeverance  to  pe* 
netrate.  Conciliated  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
invadei-s,  and  re-aflured  by  a  manifeilo  which 
they  published  by  Waihington^s  diredion,  the  . 
inhabitants  treated  them  with  lK>fpitality,  and 
wpre  prepared,  if  not  to  affift  in  their  enter- 
prise, at  lead  to  regard  it  without  malevolence 
or  a^m.* 

Cof^ONEL  Maclean,  who  ftill  remained  at  5*^  Nw. 
the  cpnijuepce  of  tlie  rivers  Sorrel   and  St.  ^^^ 


«  Stednun,  Andrews,  KanTay^  Walhlogton^s  OfHcial  Letten, 
%o|«  u  p.  Jft« 
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QselMc 


4M 

CRA#. 
XXVL 


177  J. 


Amoklre- 
puUciL 


totli. 

Exertions 

ofCark- 


Judtcieuft 
proceed- 
ings of 
Montgo« 
nery. 


HISTOHY   OF  fiHOLAKD. 

Xawrenoe,  ignorank  of  tht  fttirendtt  ef  SL 
JFohn'^  and  exnt&mg  to  be)(HBdk  by  C^leton 
ftom  Montreal,  wa9  fortuBaleiy  appriwd  of 
Arnold's  arrival,  and  of  his  encafnifwieBt  at 
Point  Levy,  oppoflte  Quebec.  Mac^lean  kh 
ftantl^  threw  faimiUC  into  «be  city,  and  hy  Us 
judtciouft  meaftires  prevented  l^e  eflba  df  tbitt 
-confiernation  which  wouM  have  resdercd  it  aa 
eafy  nrey,  could  the  American  chief  have  pm- 
cureo  immediate  means  of  paflkg  the  rtver." 

UniNFOEM^D  of  this,  feafonabk  fuccoBi; 
Amoki  made  ati'  attack  on  the  gate  of  SL 
Louis,  but  was  repulfed  with  confidcraUe  krfk; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  being  cMlrdially 
united  m  defence  of  thtir  property,  and  teta- 
forced  by  iailors  from  the  ibim,  he  became 
abrmtd  for  his  own  Yafety^  ana  withdrew  to 
iPoint  anx  Treniblea,  twenty  miles  ftoiiA  tik 
capital.  Carleljon,  who  had  been  adively  em- 
ployed in  colle^ing  a  force  to  oppofe  Mont* 
gomerv,  on  learning  the  d^tnger  of  Quebec^ 
f^fCtd  m  the  difguife  of  a  fiifaerman  through  die 
tttiemy's  craft,  and  took  vigorous  meafurea  ftr 
confirming  d.nd  extending  the  efforts  of  Mae^ 
^ean,  of  which  he  exprefied  decided  approba- 
tion :  he  armed  the  inhabitants,  and  estpelWd 
'£i<>m  the  city  all  who  were  not  willing  to  co- 
operate in  its  defence. 

DvHiNO  this  interval,  Montgomery  had 
!been  $£lively  employed  in  turning  to  advan- 
Dage  the  effe6k8  of  his  fuccefs ;  he  was  indefii- 
tigable  in  recruiting  the  ftrength  and  Q>irits<f 
his  followers ;  and  acquired  coniiderable  af^ 
ccndcncy  over  the  lower  claft  of  natives,  who 
Were  eafily  feduced  to  fyinpathize  with  cdlo- 
nifts,  like  themfelves,  ftruggling  as  they  fup- 


^  Wafliington^s  Letters,  voL  i.  p.  39. 41. 


^ 


pofed 


pofed'  for  liberty,  'rtiey  clergy  were  howeveir  cfrf  aW 
SL^tive  and'  refolute  in  oppofing  the  new  doc-  J2^i 
tHnes;  their  influence  ^s  MnfideraMe,  and  ^77^. 
Ihey  extended  it  by  refufing  aofohition  to  ftich 
as  abetted  the  invaders.  The  nobleflb,  diffatiO- 
fied'with  the  ftate  of  the  province,  and  without 
cordial  attachment  to  the  Brltifh  government 
or  to  its  opponents,  fupported  neither  party.* 
Montgomery  with  great  addrefs  avoided  givi. 
ing  offence  even  to  the  clergy ;  he  raifed  a  regi- 
inent  of  Canadians,  which  he  placed  under  thft 
command  of  James*  Livingfton,  a  native  of 
New  York :  his  expreffes  were  perAirrted  to 
pift  in  every  drreiftioti  nnfnolefted,  and  indr- 
Vidaa:fy  Were  induced  to  fubfcribe  Rberilly  ih 
^ecie  for  the  fapport  of  his  troops. 

Tftis  brave  and  judicious  officer,  havings  iftOec* 
icffefted  ajtinftion  with  Arnold  at  Point  au!t  J^n»« 
Trembles,  they  iitlmediately  fummoned  Que*-  ^e^ 
bftc,  aiicf  on  the  rejeftion  orf  their  overtures, 
commenced  a  bombardment  with  five  ftfiafl 
ttioftafis,  and  tipeited  a  battery  of  fix  guns;  at 
feven  hundred  yards  diftance  from  the  walls. 

At^  attack  fo  feeble,  and  of  fuch  li^ht  itidal,  sc»teof  ^ 
"was  hot  calculated  to  make  a  fenfible  imptelP-  ^™f  *^ 
Tibn,  ahd  the  befieging  sirmy  was  not  prepared  ^^'    • 
for  the  dekys  and  misfortunes  of  protraftcd 
b^ferationi,    Succefe  appeared  improbable,  and 

'  Gib^.  #'itb  Ikh  tiAhal  foree  ind  p^rfpAnitff  ^  adverts  to  tlide 
«tr^ipftaiicet  in  a  letter  t»  oolopd  Holroyd,  ^  (lord  S>wffield}  datffl 
t4.th  Nov.  1 775.  He  favt^  <<  We  an;  not  quite  eafy  about  Canada  } 
'*  and  even  if  h  Ihould  be  faie  from  an  attack,  «re  eantiot  flatter 
**  oufftlvet  with  tfae:expc£Ution  of  briaging  down  that  manud  peo- 
,**  fk  on  tbc  back  fettlementa.  The  priefts  are  ours )  the  gentlemqi 
**  very  prudently  wait  the  event,  and  are  difpofed  to  j6in  the  ftrongtr 
**  foMj^  iot  the  falne  lawlefa  fpSrit,  and  impatience  of  ^vemmeAt 
**  wbi^  h«ve  isfefted  our  colonies^  are  g6ne  furth  among  the  Cft- 
**  nadian  peafants,  over  whom,  fince  the  conqueft,  the  noblefle 
•  *  have  loft  mueb  of  thdr  aacieot  influenoe/*    Poflhumous  Works, 
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retreat  difgraceful :  the  Britifli  empire  in  C&r 
nada  was  reduced  to  the  (ingle  city  of  Que- 
bec ;  the  fame  of  former  exploits  had  infpired 
exaggerated  hopes  in  America,  and  difappoiot* 
ment  threatened  fatal  refults  to  the  common 
caufe.  Yet  the  difficulties  were  daily  aug* 
menting ;  diffenfions  arofe  between  Arnold 
and  his  cheers,  deftru6live  of  fubordination; 
the  provinciJil  corps  were  inflamed  with  a  fpirit 
of  mutual  animofity,  and  with  difficulty  in- 
duced to  pay  obedience  to  fuperior  oificen 
not  belonging  to  their  own  colony ;  their  num- 
bers were  inluTficient  for  proper  reliefs  in  their 
daily  toils,  and  as  the  expiration  of  their  mili- 
tary engagements  approached,  the  general  wzs 
apprehenfive  that  many  would  quit  the  fervicc. 
The  feverity  of  a  Canadian  winter  began  alfo  to 
be  feverely  felt;  the  troops  had  no  efFedoal 
protection  againft  its  rigours ;  their  cafli  was 
nearly  expended ;  the  congrefs  paper  had  no 
circulation  in  Canada ;  and  the  natives  hesan 
to  ihew  their  ficklenefs,  by  a  total  difregard  of 
the  invaders* 

Is  this  fituation  ^lontgomery  adopted  die 
daring  refolution  of  tiying  the  fortune  of  an 
efcalade :  prudence  prefented  numerous  ob* 
je&ions  to  the  enterprize,  but  the  nature  rf 
nis  fituation  filenced  the  counfels  of  that  mo- 
nitor. Two  feints  %\rere  made  at  Cape  Dia- 
mond and  St  John's  gate,  and  two  determined 
attacks  were  feparately  led  by  Montgonieiy 
and  Arnold,  under  Cape  Diamond,  by  Drum- 
mond's  wharf  and  the  Potaili.  The  w^hole 
proceeding  on  the  pirt  of  the  befiegers,  be- 
trays confulerable  raOinefs  and  confuiion :  the 
fignals  of  attack  were  given  before  the  troops 
were  in  a  due  flate  of  preparation ;  hence  the 
feints  were  detefted  in  fufhcicnt  time  to  enable 

tbc 
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the  Britiih  general  to  concentrate  his  forces  ghAp^ 
at  the  real  points  of  aflault.  v2^^* 

-Montgomery,  at  theJaead  of  nine  hundred     1775- 
men,  advanced,  with  undaunted  intrepidity,  JJ^^g^ 
along  a  defile,  upon  a  narrow  path,  between  m7 
two   fires,  with  a^  precipice  to  the  river  on 
one  fide,  and  a  hanging  rock  over  head.     His 
approach  was  awaited  with  calmnefs  and  re* 
folution,  and  when  he  was  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  point  of  atta(rk,  a  tremendous  difcharge 
of  grape  (hot  put  an  end  to  his  hopes,  and  his 
life.     His  followers,  undifmayed,  returned  to 
the  charge,   but  convinced,  by  repeated  re- 
piilies,  that  ultimate  fucceis  was  unattainable, 
bought  fafety  by  retreat. 

Arnold  made  his  attack  with  feven  hun-  Arnold 
dred  men  at  the  Saut  de$  Matelots,  and  dif-  '»^^>«* 
"perfed  the  Canadian   guard;   he  received  a 
wound  in  the  leg,  and  was  obliged  to  retire ; 
but  his  party  was  advancing  with  profpeds  of 
•  fuccefs :  they  took  the  firft  and  fecoud  oarriers 
after  an  obftinate  refifiance,   and  againil  the 
third  a  ladder  was  already  placed  to  convey 
them  into  the  town,  when  they  were  encoun- 
tered by  the  concentered  force  of  the  garrifon, 
which,  after  the  defeat  of  Montgomery's  divi- 
fion,  united  againft  them.     Yielding  to  fuperior  Hit  diri. 
force,  they  attempted  a  retreat  in  vain,  and  ^rifiwni! 
were   obliged    to   furrender    themfelves   pri- 
foneirs. 

The  Englifii  fuftained   but   inconfiderable  sie^econ. 
lofs;  the  Americans,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  ][^^|^jg 
prifoners,^  were  deprived  of  half  their  numbers  :  *   ^ 
yet  Arnold  did  not  abandon  the  province,  he 
encamped  on  the  heights  of  Abraham,  where, 
.  by  obftruding  the  Applies,  he  changed  the 
fiege  to  a  blockade.     The  horrors  of  war  were, 
ho^vever,  fofteucd   by  mutual  adts  gf  civility  : 
-     •  the 


«W  itIStOltV  dF  &f«aAHD. 

CRAP,   theprifoners  .were  tieatcid  .with,  kuidu^  U4i 
i^Jw    the  wounded  received  aiople  f^icf- 

4^75*  The  name  of  Montgoin^  wjaa  nieationd 
Sm^*^^  with  refped  by  his  mod  dctairMa^  ofipoiieBbi 
■K17.  the  Americans  d^lored  his  fate  wa,th  att  % 
wannth  of  patriotic  a^tachqkcnt,  and  the  .aah 
mation  excited  by  the  circiunilances  of  ]» 
fall ;  and  thofe  in  England  wbo  participated  is 
the  fentimeuts  of  the  AmericaBSr  .4(Pli^  of  hus 
in4erai6  not  only  e«\pre0iye  of  their  (eok^ 
his  merits,  b^t  aucoaipa^ible  with  an  dtUcbt 
metkl  to  the  caufe  of  their  country^ 

In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  thofe  difco^teBts 
'Which   united  all  America  in  one  cooudod 
caufe,  and  combined  thirteen  difcorda&t  aij^ 
rival  governments  in  one  general  legUbtkn, 
^it  is  ueceiTary  to  defcribe  the  moil  importaiit 
trahfadiions  in   various  colonies^  till  all  Si' 
ference  of  condud  had  ceafed. 
Tran&c-        VIRGINIA  had  been  confpicQous  in  tiit 
n/L^H.    <^ourfe  of  the  American  difturbances,  and  iU 
counfels  feemed  intirely  influenced  by  popular 
demagogues,  among  the  mod  confpicupuscf 
whom  was  Patrick  Henry.'    Lord  Daimorei 
tlie  governor,  had,  in  the  early  part  of  hjs  go* 
Vernment,  been  highly  popular,  but  was  jdm>v 
the  object  of  difguil,  from  his  efibits  to  main' 
tain,  the  royal  authority,  and  frqm  the  publica' 
tion  of  his  corr/eipopdence  .with   lord  Dart- 
mouth, which  was  laid  before  parliament    b 

y  See  Pailiamentary  Regifler^  Tol.  iti.  p.  4ox« 
Oftocral  Montgomery  was  of  a  .very  refpedablr  Um^y  ia  # 
l^orth  of  Ireland,  he  was  educated  at  fcbooly  and  the  univerfitf  is 
Dublin  }  be  had  ferved  with  reputation  in  America  dttriag  the  pie- 
ceding  war,  and  had  attained  the  ru»k  of  captain  inthe  sTtbi^ 
aicnt  of  foot )  he  quitted  the  fervice  ip  difguft,  and  married  tmf 
'of  a  confiderable  family  in  the  province  of  New  York  ^  he  hH 
been  beloved  and  ctteemed  through  life 

»  See  chapter  ix» 
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'thefe  iiilt>«tcheB»  he  had  i?ith  greater  Iteedain  chap. 
tJian  WM  acceptable  to  tiiofe  over  whom  he  ^jg^ 
prefidedy  analyzed  their  views  in  impeding  tlie     i77f* 
<Miirie  of  jufhce^  and  examined  their  means  of 
giving  permanence  to  their  prefent  engage* 
mefits.     He  imputed,  without  refW-ve,  motives 
of  extwme  baienefi,  and  infidious  duplicily  of 
€XMMiu£t    Wifdom  ihouki  have  prevented  the 
-ffiill  comrnunication  of  thefe  letters  to  parlia- 
ineftt>  but  in  fuch  comniamcatioHS  minifiers 
are  ratelj  able  to  guard,  with  fufiidieiit  jealoufy, 
ajgainfi  mdifcreet  expoAires,  without  reducing 
the  kiformation  aiibrded  to  a  mere  nulliiy.^ 


• 


Bet  kcd  ShmmoKe%  k»en  to  lord  Dartnovth,  Parliamentsuy 

Si^ifter  i774-5>  vol.  i.  p.  S5.  1S5.    The  following  parages  were 

pcdiliariy  offenfive :    **  There  is  sot  a  juftice  of  peace  in  Virginia 

"  thtt  aAs,  except  as  a  committee*inanc  the  ahohlbing  the  courta 

,  ^  «c  of  juftice  was  the  firlt  ftep  taken,  in  which  the  men  of  fortune  and 

*'  pre-eminence  joined  equally  vith  the  loweft  and  meaneft.    The 

^  mmmk  court  of  judicatHre  of  the  colony  b  much  m  the  fame  jpre* 

^'  dicamtati  for  th6ugh  there  are  at  leaft  a  majority  of  his  majelty^ 

'*  council,  who,  with  myfelf,  are  the  judges  of  that  court,  and  would 

^   **  madtly  peifbrra  their  daty,  vet  the  lawvers  have  ab^iitely  refufed 

'<  to.  attend,  nor  indeed  would  the  people  allow  them  to  attend,  or 

**  evidences  to  appear.    The  true  caufe  of  fo  many  perfons  joining 

<«<  in  (b  opprobrious  a  meafore,  was  to  engage  their  EngHfli  creditors, 

*^  wiw  mx  wuauoatf  to  join  in  the  chunours  of  this  country;  and. 

'*  not  a  few  to  avoid  paying  the  debts  in  which  many  of  the  princi- 

"  pa!  people  here  are  much  involved.    Every  ftep  which  has  been 

4<  tkken  by  tbefe  infatuated  people  muft  inevitably  defeat  its  own 

<(  purpofe.    Their  non^importation,  non-exportation,  &c.  cannot 

**  nil,  in  a  fliort  time,  to  produce  a  fcarcity,  which  will  ruin  thou* 

<*  fends  of  famdies:  the  people,  indeed,  of  fortune  fupply  themlHvee 

M  and  their  negroes  for  two  or  three  years,  but  the  middling  and 

<«<  poorer  ibr^  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  have  not  the  means  of 

«<  doing  fo»  and  the  produce  of  their  lands  will  not  purchafe  thofe 

**  aeceSaries  (without  which  therofelves  and  negroes  ftarve)  of  the 

<<  nierchanta  who  may  have  goods  to  dii'pofe  of,  .becaufe  the  mer. 

4    **  chants  are  pieventcd  from  turning  fuch  produce  to  any  account. 

<«  As  «>  manufiduriRg  for  tbemfelves,  the  people  of  Virginia  are  very 

f  *  far  Irons  betnff  naturally  induftriout )   and  it  is  not  by  taking 

*f  away  the  prinapal,  if  not  the  only  encouragement  to  induftry, 

^  that  it  can  be  excited  2  nor  is  it  in  times  of  anarchy  and  confoiion, 

<«  that  the  SxHidatiDn  of  fuch  improvements  can  be  laid.   The  lower 

**  dafs  of  people  too  well  diicover,  that  thev  have  been  duped  by  the 

«*  richer  fort,  who,  for  their  part,  elude  the  whole  eSe^tl  ef  the  af- 

^  MsnioDf  by  whick  thtif  poor  joeigfabottrf  perib'* 
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€  n  A  F.       Til  £  planters  alTailed  lord  Dunmote  with  b 
J^^    veftivc,  and  infinuated^  that  he  had  formed  a 
1175-     confpiracy  to  murder  Mr.  Randolph,  thefpeak** 
Sr^jSl  ^^  ^^  ^^  aflemWy.    As  the  people  of  Viiigiiua 
with  the    hail  formed  a  convention,  de&ed  deputksto 
I^JJTJ^    congrefe,  and  were,  like  other  colonies,  train- 
^H*"  jng  ^  militia  to  q>pofe  the  Britiih  govenunent, 
lord  Dunmore  removed  part  of  the  powder  firom 
the  magazine  at  WilliamAmrg,  and  placed  it  mi 
board  a  ihip  of  war,  to  which  he  averred  it  be- 
longed.   A  military  force  immediately  affoft- 
l^led  under  Patrick  Henry,  and  a  negotiatios 
was  finally  arranged,  by  which  a  fum  of  money 
was  obtained  from  the  public  treafury,  as  a  com* 
penfation  for  the  powder.   The  violence  of  thcfc 
proceedings  induced   his   lordihip  to  remove 
his  lady  Jind  family  on.  board  the  Fowey  man 
of  war,  to  fortify  his  palace,  and  furround  it 
May.        with  artillery.     He  alfo  iifued  a  proclamation, 
charging  Patrick  Ilenrv  and  his  followers  with 
rebellious  practices,  and.accufmg  them  of  ad^ 
fign  to  cliange  the  form  of  government;  pub- 
lic meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  public  mind  inflamed  by  invec 
tivc,  accufation,  and  recrimination, 
f ft  June.        Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  colony  when  the 
K^!r^*       general  aflembly  was  convened  for  the  purpofc 
pi^pofi.     of  debating  lord  North's  conciliatory  propofi* 
ncni  re-     tious.     The  govcrnor  recommended  them  to 
^     •       confideration,    in  a  temperate  and  judicious 
fpeech,  and  they  werc  acceded  to  by  the  coub- 
^^^'        cil.^   The  aflembly  returned  a  long  addrefs,  de- 
nying the  right  of  the  Britifli  parliament  to  in- 
termeddle with  the  fupport  of  civil  government 
in  the  colonies,  rcfufmg  to  incur  a  perpetual 
tax,  adequate  to  the  expeftations,  and  lubjcft 
to  the  dilpoCtion  of  parliament  alonei  and 
clainiing  a:^  a  right,  a  free  trade  to  the  wbol^ 

globe* 
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globe.    Tliey  referred  the  final  decifion  to  the  chap« 
general  cougrefs,  and  committed  their  injuries  J^XL 
to  the  even-handed  juftice  of  that  Being  who     "775- 
doeth  no  wrong. 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  addrefs,  feveral  Lord  Dun. 
meflages  had  paiTed,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  "!»««- 
magazine,  and  the  removal  of  military  ftores;  boald  a 
and  the  public  fermentation  was  fo  exceflive,  «»» ^ 
that  his  lordiliip  thought  it  neceffary  for  his  JJh^'jnne, 
fafety  to  join  his  family  on  board  the  Fowey. 
The  immediate  motive  of  this  meafure  was  an 
intimation  of  an  intention  to  alTaifinate  him 
and  his  whole  family;  but  this,  it  is  faid,  was  a 
mere  contrivance  of  the  popular  leaders,  to  em- 
barrafs  government  by  his  abfence. 

A  SERIES  of  meiuges  enfued,  in  which  the  Aflembif 
aifembly  affured   lord   Dunmore  of  perfonal  «*iwTJ«d. 
fafety  and  refped,  if  he. would  return  to  Wil- 
liamiburg ;   a  meafure  which  he  refolutely  de- 
clined, but  offered  to  tranfa6t  all  public  bufi- 
nefs  on  board  the  Fowey,  or  to  return  on  ihore 
if  the  legiflature  would  remove  their  fittings  to 
York,  about  twelve  miles  diflant  from  the  ca- 
pital This  propofal  was  indignantly  rejeded  by 
the  affembly,  and  his  lordihip's  menage  voted  4 
high  breach  of  privilege;  tliey  declared  their 
apprehenfions  of  a  dangerous  attack  on  the 
unhappy  people  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  prepare  for  the  prefervation  of 
their  property,  and  their  ineftimable  rights  and 
liberties:  they  made  general  profeffions  of  loy- 
alty to  the  king,   and  then  adjourned;  a  pro-  isthjune. 
vincial  convention  of  delegates  was  immedi-  9°"^^**" 
ately  convened,  and  the  royal  government  in-  i^^ 
tirely  fupcrfeded. 

When  the  popular  commotions  had  in  feme  i^rdpun* 
degree  fubfided,  lord  Dunmore,  accompanied  Suited^" 
by  feveral  officers  of  the  Fowey,  ventured  on         ^ 
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Aore,  art;  his  plantation  on  the  hanks  of  Yoik 
river,  ahout  two  miles  from  Williamiburg.  li 
a  very  fhort  time,  however,  he  received  notice^ 
that  a  party  o^  riflemen  were  approaching  to 
feize  his  perfon ;  he  regained  his  boat  with  pre- 
cipitation, but  was  fired  at  in  his  retreat,  tiiougli 
without  fuftaining  any  injury. 

Convinced  that  moderate  meafures  would 
be  produftive  of  no  beneficial  efFeds,  he  fart 
his  lady  and  family  to  England,  repaired  to  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of 
Chefapeak  Bay,  and  coUefted  a  fmall  naval 
force  for  the  purpofe  of  afting  hoftilely  againft 
Virginia.  His  refources  were  extremely  inaife- 
nuate  to  his  enterprize;  a  predatory  war  ifss 
for  fome  time  carried  on;  the  colonitts  deftroy 
ed  the  houfes  near  the  coaft,  and  drove  away 
the  cattle;  and  he  was  foiled  in  an  attempt  to 
burn  the  town  of  Hampton.  He  then  ilTued  a 
proclamation,  declaring  the  law  infuflScient  ftff 
the  puniihment  of  traitors,  and  therefore  efta- 
blifhing  martial  law,  and  requiring  all  perfons 
capable  of  bearing  arms  to  join  the  royal  ilajDd- 
ard;  and  all  indented  fervants  and  flavesbe^ 
longing  to  rebels,  and  obeying  this  invitatioo, 
were  declared  free. 

In  fuch  a  colony  as  Virginia,  this  nieafare 
might  have  praduced  an  extenfive  and  tre- 
mendous efie6t;  and  the  refult  would  have 
been  of  the  greateft  importance  had  it  been 
reforted   to   at  an  earlier  period  of  the  dif- 

Eute.  Six  months  had  elapfed  fince  lord 
)unmorefirft  threatened  its  adoption;  then^ 
groes  had  ceafed  to  believe  and  the  planters  to 
fear  j  it  produced  no  furprize ;  the  country  was 
in  a  ftate  of  defence,  and  the  royal  authority 
ft)  much  reduced  as  to  render  the  governors 
protedion  problematical.  The  fury  of  tlie  co- 
9  lonifia 
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hoifis  Araa  iacreafed  to  frenzy,  and  their  union  chap. 
cemeated  by  a  nieafure   which  rendered  ac-  ^^ 
comniodatiou  inipoflible.   Lord  Dunmore  gain-     «r7S» 
ed  an  acceffion   of  fome  hundred  adherents, 
white  aod  black ;  but  they  came  only  from  the 
vicinity  where  he  was  eftablifhed ;  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  province,  the  certainty  of  being 
intercepted  prevented  their  attempting  to  join 
him. 

He  erefted  the  royal  ftandard  at  Norfolk,  J^^JJ^ 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants,  to  preferve  their  ereac*d  at 
flaves,  abiured  the  congrefs.     Fearful  of  an  ex-  Norfolk, 
tenfiou  of  his  influence,  the  infurgents  detached 
about  a  thoufand  men  from  the  weilern  fide  of 
yiro;iuia,  who  intre*iched  themfelves  oppqfite  ^^* 
lo  the  governor,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
JEUizabeth,    neai*  a   village    called  the  Great 
Bridge,    expeftino;  to  oblige   the  royalifts  to 
abandon  their  pod.      Before  they  had  heeu 
many  days  in  this   pofition,    lord  Dunmore, 
deceived   perhaps  by  falfe    reports  contrived 
for  the  purpofe,  ordered  captain  Fordyce,  with  ' 
a  detachment  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
to  diflodge  the  enemy.    This  proje6l  was  pur-  9'h  Dec- 
faed  with  equal  boldnefs  and  caution,  but  the  f^c  oTcat 
provincials  were  prepared ;    and,   as  he   prd-  Bridge. 
Qeeded  along  a  cuuleway  fkirted  by  a  thicket 
pear  tlie  intrenchments,  Fordyce  was  at  once 
aflailed  with  a  heavy  fire  from  the  thicket  and 
the  works.     He  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
breaft  work,  and  his  party,  feeing  the  enter- 
prize  imprafticable,   were  obliged   to  retres^t, 
with  the  lofs  of  thirty  killed  and  wounded, 

The  governor  Mas  in  confequence  of  this  To^mof 
failure  again  obli";ed  to  retire  on  board  ihip,  ^ui^ 
attended  by  the  liberated  flaves  and  the  loyal 
inhabitants,  whofe. numbers  now  became  feri^ 
oully  injurious,  by  coufumjcsg  the  .provifion, 

u  3  and 
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CHAP,  and  crowding  the  veflTels.    The  Americans  hd 

^^^    taken  poffeffion  of  Norfolk,  and  as  their  rifl6 

t77$.     men  prevented  lord  Dunmore  from  obtaining 

177^     fupphes,  he  fet  fire  to  the  wharfs  where  thfy 

principally  annoyed  him,  and  the  whole  tovn 

of  Norfolk,  one  of  the  moft  flourifhing  on  the 

ihores   of  the    Chefapeak,    containing  eight 

thoufand  inhabitants,  M'as  burnt  to  the  ground 

^^I  The  efforts  of  tJie  enemy  were  ftill  fuccefefiil 

dons  the  *  in  impeding  fupplies;  diftrefs  daily  increafed; 

«*>"7*      ficknefs  prevailed,  particularly  among  the  ne- 

Soes,  and  finally  lord  Dunmore,  after  fending 
e  flaves  to  Florida,  Bermuda,  and  the  Wcfi 
Indies,  quitted  for  ever  the  fbores  of  Virginia, 
and  joined    the  Britifh  army  under  geneial 
Howe. 
Projca  of       It  was  an  objeft  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
ConoeUj.   ^j^^  exiftence  of  the  Britiili  power  in  America 
that  pofleflion  of  Virginia  ihould  be  retained,* 
and  every  effort  was  made  for  that  purpofe 
One  of  the  moft  important  was  a  projeft  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Connelly,  a  native  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  to  lord  Dunmore,  and  approved  bj 
general  Gaore,  for  attacking  Virginia  and  thf 
other  fouthern  colonies  on  their  back  and  in* 
Jand  parts,  where  the  people  were  known  to  bf 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Britifli  govemmeDt 
The  garrifons  at  Detroit,  and  feme  other  I^ 
mote  pofts,  with  their  artillery  and  ammunitioii 
were  to  have  affifted,  and  hopes  were  entertain- 
ed of  engaging  the  Canadians  and  Indians  ia 
He  IS  be.    the  caufe.     Connelly,  who  had  received  a  coin- 
tffroir?^  miffion  as  colonel  commandant,  profecutedhisi 
prbefruE  fcheme  with  vigour  and  addrefs,  whenhe^'aJ^ 
^^*^*       betrayed  by  his  confidential  afliftant,'  feizcd, 

^  Waihuigton*s  Official  Letters,  vol.  i.  p,  62  to  64. 
«  Idem*  7oi.  it  p.  pt  42.  65.  Sz.  S5. 
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loaded  with  irons,   and  fentto  Philadelphia,  chap. 
where  he  was  treated  with  extreme  feverity.  J^^^ 
His  papers  and  plans  were  publifhed,  and  the     «77S- 
caufe  of  congrefs  was  thus  doubly  ferved,  by 
llie  fruftration  of  the  enterprize,  and  the  op- 

?ortunity  of  making  the  people  believe  that 
^rovidence  interpofed  in  tiieir  behalf. 

In  North  Carolina  Mr.  Martin  was  driven  North  Ca- 
from  the  government  by  meafures  nearly  (imi-  joiina. 
lar  to  thofe  praftifed  againft  lord  Dunmore :  he 
was  accufed  of  infulting  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties, and  inftigating  the  negroes  to  infurrec- 
tion.  The  governor's  refutation  of  thefe  charges 
was  couched  in  language  fo  forcible,  that  the 
provincial  convention  fliewed  their  indigna- 
tion by  ordering  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman.      A  difpute  afterwards  ift  June, 
arofe  relative  to  fome  cannon^  but  the  infur-  ^5- 
gents  were  awed  by  the  vigorous  and  deter-  vcrnofdii. 
mined  condu61;  of  the  governor.     Still  as  their  venaway. 
party  was    conftantly  augmenting,    and   the 
royal  authority  proportionately  on  the  decline, 
Martin  was  ultimately  obliged  to  retire  oa 
board  a  fliip  of  war  at  Cape  Fear. 

In  Soutn  Carolina  fimilar  difturbances  pro-  South  ad- 
duced fimilar  eflfefts;  lord  William  Campbell  ">*«»• 
was  compelled,  after  attempting  in  vain  to  ral- 
ly a  royalift  party,  to  feek  fecurity  on  Ihip- 
board. 

The  royal  government  was  now  reduced  to  Afccnden. 
a  mere  name,  all  efFeftive  authority  being  veil-  cy^f  coa* 
cd  in  the  congrefs :  that  body,   favoured  by  ^  *' 
diflimulalion,    enterprize,    and    accident,    ac- 
quired a  decided  afcendency.     Every  circum- 
Aaiice  which  by  the  moft  ftrained  conftru6tion 
could  be  rendered  ferviceable  to  their  caufe, 
wras  oftentatioufly  advanced,  falfehood  was  of- 

V  S  teu 
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CHAP,  ten  employed  m  recomnieBdmg  their  own  pro- 
^^   ceedings,  and  vilifying  thofe  of  their  oppo* 
1775'      nents,  and  more  frequently  thofe  perverfe  mif* 
reprefentations  which  are  more  iniquitous  than 
direft  falfchood,  as  they  enable  thofe  who  arc 
bafc  enough  to  ufe  them  to  triumph  Svhile  un* 
detet'ted,  and  when  their  artifices  arc  difclofed, 
to  flielter  thcmfelves  under  the  double  ftnfe  of 
the  word.     The  royalifts  aftcd  feebly,   and,  in 
general,  with  integrity ;  they  were  ofVcn  over- 
powered by  violence,  overawed  by  the  clamours 
of  multitudes,  or  teized  into  tilence  by  repeat- 
ed efforts  of  chicane.     The  foutheni   colonies 
might  have  been  kept  in  fubjeftion  by  an  in- 
confiderable  military  force;    application   was 
made  to  Gage,   from  Sir  James  Wright  go- 
vernor of  Georgia,    but  intelligence   having 
been  given  to  fome  of  the  agents  of  congrefs. 
the  meffenger  was  way-laid,  his  letters  taken 
from  him,  and  another  man  forwarded   with 
difpatches  of  a  contrary  tendency,   fo   nicely 
forged  as  to  deceive  the  perfon  to  whom  they 
were  written.** 
16* 05V*        Tow^ARDs  the  clofe  of  the  year  Gage  was 
«u^r"     recalled,  and  the  chief  command  devolved  on 
Nov.'        Howe.      The  MaflachuflTet's  and  continental 
Amcncant  cougrefles  granted  letters   of  marque  ^gainft 
ofmai^u^  Briti/h   veflels,  and  they  were   unexpeQedly 
fuGcefsful,  in  takino-  many  laden  with  military 
and  liaval  ftores  and  provifions;  captures  no 
lefs  beneficial  to  them  than  prejudicial  to  their 
opponents^  who  were  obliged  to  draw  all  their 
fubfiftenceatan  immenfc  expeuce  from  England. 
t^thOft,    i^  the  courfe  of  predatory  hoflilities  the  town 
Falmouth   of  Falmouth,  in  the  northern  part  of  Maflachuf- 

^  Ram/ay,  Vol.  i.  p«  '%s^^ 

fetX 
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fet'Sy  "wa&  cannonaded  by  a  finele  Hup  of  ihc- 
teen  guns,  and  utterly  deftroyeaT  l^eveiaJ  fea- 
port  towns  were  deferted,  but  far  from  fliewing 
a  difpofitron  to  fubmit^  congrefs  refolved  to  op- 
pofe  Great  Britain  by  fea,  and  ifliiedx)rders  for 
Duilding  five  veirds  of  thirty-two  guns,  five  of 
twenty-eight,  and  three  of  twenty-foun 

On-  the  whole,  the  tranfaftions  of  the  year  Gencrf 
1775  were  produftive  of  the  moft  unfortunate  ^**^* 
refults  to  tne  Britilh  caufe,  and  the  moft  ani- 
mating to  the  Americans.  Meafures  which 
were  relied  on  by  the  miniftry  as  certain  to 
operate  by  terror  and  coercion,  were  met  with 
firmnefs,  and  evaded,  or  rolled  back  with  ad- 
drefs  and  dexterity :  conciliatory  propofitions 
were  rejefled,  and  the  Americans  displayed  a 
confummate  proficiency  in  political  intrigue, 
by  appearing  to  retain  fentiments  of  loyalty, 
while  their  conduft  evidently  indicated  a  de- 
termination to  renounce  all  fubjeftion  to  the 
mother-country.  They  contrived  to  advance 
with  rapid  fteps  in  the  path  of  revolt,  yet  to 
make  Great  Britain  conftantly  appear  the  ag- 

freflbr,  and  to  retain  the  pretence  of  a  pacific 
ifpofition,  while  they  withftood  every  offer 
which  had  a  tendency  to  terminate  the  fubfift- 
ing  differences.  Their  military  operations  were 
uniformly  calculated  to  infpire  confidence  and 
animate  enterprize :  even  the  expedition  into 
Canada,  though  not  in  every  part  fortunate, 
was  profecuted  with  fo  daring  a  fpirit,  and 
fruftrated  by  the  failure  of  fo  gallant  an  at- 
tempt, that  the  Americans  felt  more  pride  as 
iharers  in  the  glory  of  Montgomery,  than  mor- 
tification in  the  difappointment,  which  only 
ihewed  that  they  could  not,  without  confider- 
able  exertion,  wreft  from  Great  Britain  the 
u  4  chief 
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CHAP,  chief  conqueft  refcrved  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
^^   toils  and  expences  of  the  late  war/ 


J775* 


•  For  this  chapter^  beficfei  the  autihoritiet  qooted  in  fappottcf 
oankular  paflages,  I  hare  confulted  the  poiodical  pablicationa  s  ^ 
niitories  of  the  American  War  by  SteainaD»  Anarews,  and  Raa* 
fay ;  Morie'^s  American  Geography  f  and  the  Remenbranccr :  mid 
I  have  been  aflifted  by  very  rcfpe^able  manttfcript  obicryattqiia  aa 
theau 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH: 
1775 — 1776. 

Proceedings  in  the  city  of  London.— »AddreJi 
to  the  king. — His  anfwcr. — Covteji  refpect^ 
ing  the  right  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the 
king  on  the  throne. — Addrefs  of  congrefs 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain --to  the 
people  of  Ireland, — Proclamation  againji 
rebellion. -^Petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king. 
^^  Anfwer  from  the  fecretary  of  fate.—  ' 
Effects  of  the  anfwer. — Popularity  of  the 
meafures  of  government.— 'Tranfactions  in 
parliament  till  the  Chrifmas  recefi.— King's 
fpeech. — Oppoftion  to  the  addrefs  in  both 
houfes. — Protef.'— Debates  on  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  troops  in  garrifons. — Bill 
of  indemnity — Motion  of  cenfure — both 
rejected.  —  Bill  for  ajfembling  the  militia.—^ 
Efimates.—Alotion  by  the  duke  of  Graf  ton. 
—Land  tax  fixed  at  four  Jhillings  in  the 
pound. -— Nova  Scotia  petition.  —  Debate  on 
the  petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king^  —  Mr. 
Penn  examined  as  a  witnefs.^^The  Duke 
of  Richmonds  motion.  — i  Burke's  concili- 
atory bill  —  ably  oppofed  by  governor 
Pownall — rejected.  —  Hartleys  propofitions 
— rejected.  — Bill  for  prohibiting  commercial 
inter courfe  with  America — debated  in  the 
lords  —  pajfed.  —  Recefs.  —  Changes  in  ad- 
minijiratiori.  —  Lord  George  ,  Germaine^ 
fecretary  of  Jiate  for  America — his  cha- 
racter.^^Otfier  changes.'^ Dejpondency  of 
adminijiration. 

ijKPEit  the  mayoralty  of  Wilkes,  the  city  of  chap. 
^  London  feemed  largely  to  participate  in  xxvrt. 
Ibe  fcsntimeuts  which  produced  luch  alarming   ^^775^' 

commotions  f^^f^lK. 

mgs  in  tli0 
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CHAP,   commotions  in  America.      The  majority  of 

Xxm    individuals  was  friendly  to  government ;  bat 

^75.     an  aftive  and  turbulent  minority  managed  the 

l7^      proceedings  of  the  city  councils,  which,  by 

intrigue,  were  made  to  aflume  a  fadiousip* 

pearance. 

sou  April.      In  confequence  of  the  afis  of  parliament 

the  Lb*  ^^  rc'3'tive  to  America,  the  livery  prefented  tothc 

^'    king  an  addrefs,   remonftrance,  and  petition, 

cenfuring  all  the  late  meafures,  not  merely  witi 

plainnefs  and  freedom,  but  yith  acrimonious sf- 

perity.     "Not  deceived,"  they  faid,  "by the 

*'  fpecious  artifice  of  calling  defpotifm  dignitr, 

**  tney  plainly  perceived  a  real  deiign  to  efSbli 

"  arbitrary  power  over  all  America ;   and  con- 

"  fidering  the  liberties  ^of  the  whole  inevitably 

"  conne<?led   with  every  part  of  an  emjjiit, 

/^  founded  on  the  common  rights  of  mankiwl) 

"  they  were  alarmed  at  feeing  the  confiitution 

'*  violated  in   any  part  of  the  Icing's  domi- 

''  nions."  Numerous^rievances,  they  faid, had 

driven  his  majefty's  faithfui  fubjet^s  in  Arocria 

to  defpair,  and  compelled  th^ra  to  a  refjlwncc 

juftified  by  the  great  ^inciples  of  t6e  con- 

ftitution,  and  in    confequence  of  whic^.the 

crown  was  transferred    from    the  popiih  an*l 

tyrannical  race  of  Stuarts,  to  tlie  iltuftrioflJ 

and  proteftant  houfe  of  Brunfwiclv.     Perfua(W 

that  thefe  meafures  originated  in  the  fecM 

adviqe  of  men,  enemies  ajike  to  his  Si^eiH'i 

title,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people;  tliatthc 

miniftry  canied  them  into  execution  by  thf 

fame  fatal  corruption  which  bad  enabled  them 

to  wound  the  peace,  and  violate  the  conftitfi- 

tion  of  the  country  ;  poifohing  the  fountain 

of  public  fecurity,  anfl  renderihg  that  toij 

which  fliould  be  the  guardian  of  Kber^,  a  fcr- 

midable  inftrument  of  arbitrary  pow*}  ifc'y 

prayed 
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prayed  the  king,  as  a  firft  ftep  towards  a  redrefs  chai*« 
of  grievances,  which  alarmed  and  affefted  the   ^^ 
'whole  nation,  to  difmifs  his  niinifters  for  ever ;     ?77i* 
fo  ihould  peace  and  commerce  be  reftored,  and 
confidence  and  afFeftion  be  the  fupporters  of 
the  throne. 

The  king's  anfwer  imported  his  aftonilh^  HisaB* 
ment  tliat  any  of  hisfubje&s  iliould  encourage  ^^^* 
the  rebellious  difpofition  exifting  in  America; 
relying,  however,  on  the  wifdom  of  parliament, 
the  great   council  of  the   nation,   he  would 
fteadily  purfue  the  meafures  recommended  by 
them  for  fupport  of  the  conftitutional  right^ 
and    proteftion    of  the    commerce   of  Great 
Britain.     The  lord  mayor  was  prevented  from 
jreplying,  by  an  intimation  from  the  lord  in       -    — 
waiting. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  interview,  the  earl  MefCigct* 
of  Hertford  lord  chamberlain,  in  a  letter  to  J^^^  ^ 
tKe  lord   mayor,   figiiified    the  king's   deter- 
mination not  to  receive,  on  the  tnrone,  any 
addrefs,  temonftrance,  or  petition,  but  from  the 
body  corporate,      Wilkes  eagerly  feized  the  Wiikes> 
opportunity  thus  afforded  of  raifing  a  new  con*  *^'^* 
.ten.     In  a  long  letter,  he  infifted  on  the  right 
of  the  city,  ^^  a  right  which  even  the  accurfed 
*'  race. of  Stuarts  had  refpe6led,"  to  prefent  pe- 
titions to  the  king  on  the  throne,   and  hoped, 
that  a  priviWe  left  uninvaded  by  every  tyrant 
of  the  Tarquin  race,  would  be  facredly  pre- 
ferved  under  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  ferutif- 
wick,  whofe  family  was  chofen  to  prote(5l  tlie 
liberties  of  a  free  people,  \vhom  the  Stuarts 
had  endeavoured  to  enflaye. 

At  the  firfl  common  hallj  an  addrefs,  remon-  nth  June. 
'firance,  and  petition,  in  many  refpefts  an  echo  jj^o^ihe 
of  the  laft,  but  rather  exceeding  it  in  violence,  commoa.  " 
was  approved;  the  miniflry  were  defcribed  as^*^ 

men    .   . 
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CHAP,  men  avowedly  mimical  to  the  principles  on 
(^^    which  the  king  polTefled  the  crown;  andtte 
1775.     parliament,    as   a    body   of  whom    the  ma- 
JraUoc'     jori^y  "^^^^^  notorioufly.  bribed  to  betray  thek 
'•©ted.       conftitiients   and  the  country:  the  minifieis 
were  therefore  to  be  difmiffed,  and  the  parlia- 
ment dilfolved.     The  correfpondcnce  between 
Wilkes  and  lord  Hertford  was  entered  onthc 
city  records,  and  the  flierifts  inftrufted  to  in- 
quire when  the   king  would  receive,   on  the 
throne^    this  addrefs,   prefented    by  the  lori 
mayor,  the  city  membei"S,  the  court  of  alder- 
•tthjune.  men,  fheriiFs,  and  livery.     The   king  having 
^fes  to    ^^^^^^^  ^^  receive  it  at  the  next  levee  ;  Plomcr, 
lectireit     ouc  of  the  flicriiFs,  declared  the  refolutionof 
«^    *  the  livery  not  to  prefent  it,  unleis  the  king 
^^^'^       would  receive  it  fitting  on  the  throne.     **  lafl 
"  ever  ready,"  his  majefty  rejoined,  "  to  receive 
^  addrefles  and  petitions,  but  I  am  the  judge 
41b  snd      "  where."     The  fubftance  of  this  conference 
^UtoT*    was  reported  to  the  livery,  refolutions  adopted, 
|proc€«d.     and  conveyed  to  the  king,  aflisrting  that  his 
«^*'         anfwer  was  a  direft  denial  of  the  right  of  the 
court  to  have  their  petitions  heard ;  that  the 
remonftrance  ihould  oe  printed  in  the  public 
papers,    and  the   city  members  inftrufted  \^ 
move  for  an  impeachment  of  the  evil  coun- 
fellors  who  planted  popery  and  arbitran^povtr 
in  America,  and  w^re  the  advif^^i-s  of  a  meafuie 
fo  dangerous  to  his  majefty's  happinefs  and  the 
rights  of  the  people,  as  that  of  refufing  to  hear 
t^  their  petitions.     An  addrefs  fubfequeutly  vote^ 

by  the  common  council,  couched  in  moderate 
and  refpe^tful  terms,  and  praying  the  king  ^ 
fufpend  operations  of  force  againft  America, 
i4tii.         obtained  a  gracious   reception,  and  a  mi'^l 

though  uncomplying  anfwer. 
Addi-efs  of     The  American  congrefs  availed  themfe^« 
^ngrcfsto  of  thc  difpofition  in  the  qity  of  London,  to 

toe  people  ^^^^ 
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render  their  caufe  popular,  and  exerted  their  char, 
endeavours  to  obtain  partizans  in  eveiy  part  of  v^^^ 
the  king's  dominions,  or  at  lead  to  render  as     »775- 
many  as  poffible  indifferent  to  the  interefts  of  ^^^ 
governinent.     They  circulated  a  lon^,   elabo-  stb  Jul/, 
rate,  and  infidious  addrefs  to  the  inhaoitants  of 
Great  Britain,  appealing  at  once  to  their  pride, 
juftice,   and  compaffion;    exculpating   them-  i 

(elves,  and  endeavourmg  to  alarm  the  iealoufy 
of  £ngli(hmen  for  their  conftitutional  rights, 
which  would  be  no  lefs  endangered  by  fuccefs, 
than  their  profperity  would  be  impaired  by  a 
failure  in  hoflilities.  They  juftified  their  oppo- 
fition  to  military  force,  by  alleging  that  they 
were  wantonly  attacked ;  biit  though  they  re- 

{ celled  aflaults,  and  returned  blows,  yet  they 
amen  ted  the  wounds  they  were  obliged  to  in- 
flid,  nor  had  they  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vic- 
tory over  jEngliflimen.  They  denied  afpiring 
at  independency,  but  declared  they  would  only 
treat  on  fuch  terms  as  would  render  accommo- 
dation lading;  calling  God  to  witnefs  that 
they  would  part  with  «ieir  property,  endanger 
their  lives,  and  facrifice  every  thing  but  li- 
berty, to  redeem  Great  Britain  from  ruin. 

An  addrefs  was  alfo  made  to  the  people  of  asih.  - 
Ireland,  deligned,  from  fimilarity  of  fituation,  ^^^P*" 
to  produce  congeniality  of  fentiment.      The  ^^ 
meafures  of  the  reign  were  decried  as  indicat- 
ing that  the  genius  of  England  and  the  fpirit 
of  wifdom  had  withdrawn  from   the  Britifli 
councils,  and  left  the  nation  a  prey  to  a  race  of 
minifiers,    with  whom   the    ancient  EngUfli 
honefty  and  benevolence  difdained  to  dwell ; 
from  that  period,  jealoufy,  difcontent,  appref- 
fion^  and  diCcord  had  raged  among  all  his  ma<- 
jefty's  fubjedls,  and  filled  every  part  of  his 
domimoxis  with  diflreis  wd  complaint.  'They 

.  deplored 
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CHAP*  deplored  the  neceffity  of  rcnoyuciBg  tkir. 
^2^J^  commercial  conuediou  with  Irelana,  from 
1775*  whofe  parliament  tliey  had  received  do  ucijury, 
and  whofe  people  had  ever  been  friendly  to  toe 
rights , of  manlund ;  but  ou  the  other  hand,  the 
labours  and  manufafiures  of  Ireland,  like  tha& 
of  the  fdk  worm,  were  of  little  moment  to  her- 
fclf,  but  fcrved  only  io  give  luxury  to  thofe 
who  neither  toil  nor  fpin  ;  and  iliouid  ibe  itfo- 
lutions  of  congrefs  occafion  much  diftrefs,  the 
fertile  regions  of  America  M'ould  afford  afefe 
alylura  trom  poverty,  and,  in  time,  from  op- 
preilion.  Ju  tliis  addrefs  reconciliatiou  was 
mentioned  as  defirable,  hut  independetnce  was 
never  difckimed :  on  the  contrary,  coDgrefi 
anticipated  the  golden  period  when  libeilj, 
with  all  the  gentle  arts  of  peace  and  huroanitj, 
ilioiild  eiiablifh  her  mild  dominion  mtliewd- 
tern  world;  and  ere6t  eternal  momunentsto 
the  memory  of  thofe  virt\ious  patrioS  and  vm- 
tyrs,  whoVought,  bled,  and  fuftered  in  her 
caufe, 
«jdAug.  THE.progrefs  of  hoftilities,  and  the  appear- 
^^i^nft  *^^^  pf  ^^  ihtercourfe  with  the  American 
rebellion.  leadciB,  induced. governmeutto  iflue  a  procU' 
raation  for  fupprefling  rebellion,  and  prevent- 
>*^«P^*  log  traitorous  correfpondence.*  At  this  junc- 
ture Richard  Penn  arrived  from  America  with 
a  petition  from  congrefe,  a^d,  accompanied  by 
Arthur  Lee,  a  rclideut  agent,  pr^fented  it  to  the 
l^ng. 

*  On  the  publication  of  this  proclamation,  at  the  royal  E^xcbngCi 
Wilkes  fhcwed  his  faftioufnefs  by  caiifint*  it  to  be  read  by«i«» 
hU  officers,  .accompanied  only  by  the  common  crier;  thc>*i«*it*< 
aUowed  l^orfes,  as  ufual  on  I'uch  occafions,  Apr  was  the  macefc- 
mitted  to  be  carried  :  the  proclamation  wa?  received  with  a  g«wr« 
iUp.    Annual Regifter,  i775>  p..  149, 
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Thts  7»api^ivras  drawn  with  great  art,  and  chap^ 

eomprized.ntany  appearances  of  a  conciliatory   ^^^ 

diCpoiition;    could  nt   have    been    examined     1^775. 

aparty  and  uncaiine6ted  with  the  tranfaftions  in  ^^'^^ 

America^  which  were  fandioned  by  congre&y  ScSn^,** 

and  thehr  declarations  to  the  people  of  Ureat 

Britain,   Ireland,    Canada,    and    Jamaica,   it 

might  have  afforded  hopes  of  an  amicable  ad- 

julhnent.     The  king  was  addreffed  in  refpeA- 

f  ul  and  endearing  terms ;  and  his  magnanimity 

invoked  to  give  the  mod  favourable  conftruc- 

ti^n  to  the  expreffions  of  the  petitioners.   They  , 

folemnly  aflured  him  that  tliey  moft  ardently 

deflred  a  reftoration  of  harmony  between  the 

mother-country  and  her  colonies,  and  the  eiia- 

bliiliment  of  concord  on  fo  firm  a  bafis,  as  to 

pm>etuate  its  bleflings,  uninterrupted  by  future 

difleniions,    to   fucceeding    generations,    and 

tranfmit  his  majefty's  name  to  pofierity,  adorn** 

ed  with  the  fignal  and  lading  glory  attending 

the  memory  of  thofe   illuftrious  perfonages, . 

whofe   virtues   and  abilities  have  extricated 

ftates  from^dangijrous  convulfions,  and  by  fe- 

curing  happinefe  to  others,  ereded  the  moft 

i[ioble  and  durable  monuments  to  their  own 

fame.     They  therefore  befought  his  majefty  to 

ufe  his  influence  and  authority  in  procuring 

them  relief  from  their  afflifting  jealoufies  and 

fears,  and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of 

his  dominions;  with  all  humility  fuomitting 

to  his  majefty's  confideration,  tlie  expediency 

of  directing  fome  mode  by  which  the  united 

appUcations  of  his  faithful   colonifts  to  the 

throng,  in  purfuance  of  their  common  counfels, 

might  be  improved  into  a^happy  and  permanent 

reconciliation;*'   and   that  in  the  mean  time 

meafures 

^  The  explanarion  of  this  daufe  is  given  by  Ranfay;  Hlftory  of 
Ibc  Amierican  KevolutioDi  vgil.  i.  p,  %i  %.    Gongrefs  meantt  he  fays* 

thai 
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CHAP,   meafures  might  be  adopted  for  preventing &r- 

xxvii.   ti^er  deftrudion  of  lives,  and  fuch  ftatutes  as 

177 s^     more  immediately  diftreffed  the  colonies  might 

be  repealed.     By  arrangements  for  coUefting 

the  united  fenfe  of  the  American  people,  ha 

majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfadory  prooii 

of  their  difpofition,  that  the  wifhed  for  oppor- 

.  tunity  would  be  foon  reftored,  of  evincing  the 

fiiicerity  of*their  profeflions,  by  every  becoming 

teftimony  of  devotion. 

4tli.  To  this  petition  the  eail  of  Dartmouth,  ifl 

^^"^^^     the  king's  name,  informed  the  agents  of  coa- 

grefs  that  no  anfwer  would  be  given. 
Eflfea  of  Immediate  advantage  was  taken  of  this  iC" 
the  anfwer.  p^lfe,  to  cncoiirage  the  friends  of  congrefs;  to 
fix  the  wavering,  and  give  refolution  to  the 
timid.  Such,  in  faft,  muft  have  been  the  view 
of  the  individual  who  framed,*  and  the  body 
who  adopted  the  addrefs:  they  knew  thil 
neither  the  king  nor  parliament  could  acknow- 
ledge them  as  a  body  legally  oonftituted,  i»r 
could  the  miniftry,  after  the  late  tranlaftions, 
recede  from  the  meafures  they  thought  proper 

that  the  mother- country  fhould  propofe  a  plan  for  cftabliihia|r  ^ 
compa^,  foDtething  like  ^lagna  Charta  for  the  colonies.  TIkJ 
did  nut  aim  at  a  total  exeinjjtion  from  the  controal  of  parllaoM^i 
nor.  were  they  unwilling  to  contribute,  in  their  own  way,  » ^ 
ex^ncrs  of  government  j  but  they  fcarrd  the  boirors  of  warW»A» 
fubmiirion  to  unlimited  parliamentary  fupremacy.  They  wiiWftf 
an  amicable  compafi,  in  which  doubtful,  undefined  points,  ikfio^ 
be  afccruined  fo  as  to  fecure  that  proportion  of  authority  aod  »- 
beriy  which  would  be  for  the  gentral  good  of  the  whole cmp-ifc 
They  fancied  thenifelves  in  the  condition  of  the  barons  at  RoCT- 
medej  but  with  this  difference,  that  in  addition  to  oppofiaj  * 
king,  they  had  alio  to  oppofc  the  pailiamrni.  'Ibis  ditfcreDCC«* 
more  nominal  than  real,  for  in  the  hwer  cafe  the  king  and  pan*" 
liament  Wood  prccifely  in  the-fame  relation  to  the  people  ai  Amerxh 
which  fubfifted  in  the  former  Wtwecn  the  king  and  people  ot  Eag- 
Jand.  In  both,  popular  leaders  were  contending  wiih  ihefovdcig^ 
for  the  privilege  of  fubjcfts. 

«  Mr.  Dickinfon,   author  of  feveral   celebrated  political  trrf^ 
iUipiiiiy't  iiiitory  of  the  Aoieacan  K^volution^  vol.  i.  p.  2i|. 
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to  enforce,  without  an  appeal  to  the  people  chap« 
through  their  reprefentatives.     The  congrefs^    xxvii. 
a  body  conftituted  in  defiance  of  the  king's    ^ts^ 
commands,  raifmg  armies,  and  levying  taxes, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  oppugning  his  autho- 
rity, and  that  of  the  Britiih  legiflature,  ap* 
Cach  the  throne  with  the  exterior  of  refped, 
;  without  alleging  any  urgent  occafion  for 
their  aflembly,  and  holding  themfelves  fully 
competent,  not  only  to  treat,  but  even  to  dic- 
tate terms;  for  the  king  was  required,  before  . 
the  adoption  of  meafures  for  facilitating  a 
conference  on  the  nature  of  grievances,  to  ufe 
his  influence  in  obtaining  a  repeal  of  all  ilatutes 
vhich  diftrefled  the  colonies.    It  was  not  pof- 
iible  to  difcufs  fuch  a  propofal  with  hopes  of 
ultimate  fucceis,  and  without  fuch  a  motive  it 
would  have  been  bafe  and  feeble  to  fandion 
the  a6te  Or  petitions  of  a  body,  conftituted  as  ^^ 

the  congrefs  was,  glorying  in  the  fuccefs  of 
armed  refiftance,  and  demanding  concefHons 
without  apology  for  the  pad,  or  reciprocal  en- 
gagement for  the  future.  The  rejeSion  of  this 
artful  petition  bein^  doubtlefs  anticipated,  it 
fully  anfwered  the  view  of  its  authors;  and  lefs 
artifice  than  they  pofleffed  was  nefeffary  to  ^ 
make  it  appear,  that  hoftile  meafures  alone 
could  fatisfy  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  Bri* 
tiih  nation.  Under  thefe  con  ^r unions,  the  re^ 
jelled  petition  contributed  to  the  union  and 
perfeverance  of  the  colonies.  "  When  prefled 
"  by  the  calamities  of  war,'*  an  American 
writer  obferves,  "  a  doubt  would  fometimes 
*'  arife  in  the  minds  of  fcrupulous  perfons,  that 
*!  the^  had  been  too  hafty  in  their  oppofition  to 
"  their  protecting  parent-ftate.  To  luch  it  was 
"  ufual  to  prefent  the  fecond  petition  of  con- 
^  grefs  to  the  king,  obferving,  that  all  the 
YOL-  n.  X  *Mjlood 


306  HISTORY  OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  "  blood  and  guilt  of  the  war,  muft  be  charged 
^vn.    u  ^^  Britifli,  "not  on  American  counfels.'** 

«77s.         Although  the  fubfequent  events,  andter- 
ofX'mc?-  tnination  of  the  American  conteft,  have  afford- 
fuien  of     ed  opportunities  of  repeating  and  enforcing  the 
HkrnL""      arguments  ufed  by  the  adherents  of  congre&i 
they  made,  at  the  time,  no  confiderable  im- 
prelTion.    The  caufe  of  the  mother-countiy  wa» 
generally  popular,  becaufe  confidered  juft;  the 
M'ar  was  not  dreaded;  the  American  airms  vcie 
•  rarely  fuccefsful,  except  through  o«f  own  mif* 
management ;  and  the  nation  repofed  juft  cim- 
fidence  in  the  exertions  of  Britilh  valour.    The 
miniftry  fhewed  a  due  portion  of  fpiritandper« 
feverance;  the  large  demands  attending  the  be- 
ginning of  warfare  gave  energy  to  commerce, 
and  loyal  addrefles,  unfolicited  and  unexpeded» 
were  lent  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,* 
«<ih  oa.        In  his  fpecch  from  the  throne,  the  king  amply 
foi^ch*m    ^^le^ailed  to  parliament  the  flate  of  America^ 
parlia-       Thofc  wlio  had  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  to  i»- 
»*"*•        flame  the  people,  by  grofs  mifreprefentatious, 
now  openly  avowed  their  revolt,  hoftility,  a&d 
rebellion.     They  had  raifed  troops,  and  weie 
collefting  a  nai*^!  force;   tliey  had  feized  tbe 
public  revenue,  and  affumed  to  themfelvcs  le- 
giflative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers^  whkA 
they  exercifed  in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner, 
over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  their  it\k/9 
fubjeds ;  and  although  many  might  fiill  retiia 

'  '  Ramfay'*}  hiffory  of  the  American  relation,  vol.  w  p.  »i> 
The  author  was  conne^ed  hy  inaiTiage  with  the  funily-  of  tlie  vdl 
'  I^DOwn  Laurens»  and  was  from  1782  to  1.786  a  member  of  coBgr^ 
«  Gibbon  ftates  this  faa  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Holvoyd  (loni  ShcMA 
Aated  i4.th  Oaober  r775.  He  (ays,  «  Another  thing  will  iitiwft  ■  J 
*'  furprise,  is  the  aflurance  which  I  received  from  a  matt,  wlip  nffei 
V  teU  me  a  lie,  but  who  could  not  be  miftaken,  that  no  arts  mm^ 
**  nagement  whatfoever,  have  been  uftd  to  procnre  the  adkireflca  whi^ 
«^  liJJ  the  gasccte,  and  that  lord  North  ^s  as  nuich  lumiMdat  ^ 
«  £rft  that  came  up,  u  wt  could  ba  atSbefficld*^'. 

^  thw 
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their  loyalty,  and  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fa-  chap. 
tal  confequence  of  this  ^furpation,  and  wifti    ^j^j!^ 
torelift  it,  yet  the  torrent  of  violence  had  been     >775* 
ftrone  enough  to  compel  their  acquiefcence  till 
a  fumcient  force  fliould  appear  for  their  fup- 
port.    The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  def*- 
perate  conibiracy  liad  derived  great  advantage 
from  the  difference  of  the  king's  intentions 
and  their  own.    They  meant  only  to  amufe  by 
vague  expreffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent- 
ftate,  and  proteftations  of  loyalty,  while  pre- 
paring for  a  general  revolt.   On  his  part,  though 
It  was  declared  in  the  laft  feffion  that  a  rebel-  . 
lion  exifted  in  the  province  of  the  MaiTachuf- 
fet's  Bay,   yet  even  that  province  he  wifhed. 
rather  to  reclaim  than  fubdue.    The  war  wa$ 
become  more  general,  and  was  manifeftly  car- 
ried on  for  the  eftablilhment  of  an  independent 
empire.     It  was  now  the  part  of  wifdom,  and 
(in  its  eflFe6b)  of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end 
tofuch  diforders,  by  decifive  exertions.     He 
had  received  the  moft  friendly  offers  of  foreign 
tlBihtnce;  and  had  feirt  to  the  garrifons  of  Gi- 
braltar and  Port  Mahon,  part  of  his  eleftoral 
troops,   that  a  larger  portion  of  the  Britifh 
forces  might  be  applied  in  maintaining  its  au- 
Aority;  and  the  national  militia  might  give  a 
farther  extent  and  aftivity  to  military  opera- 
tions.    His  majefty  profeflTed  readinefs  to  re- 
ceive the  mifled  and  deluded  multitude  with 
tendemefs,  whenever  they  fbould  become  fen- 
fible  of  their  error,  and  in  order  to  prevent  in- 
convenience from  diftance,  and  remove  their 
calamities  as  foon  aspoffible,  he  would  give  a 
difcretionary  authority  to  perfons  on  the  fpot, 
to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  and  in- 
"demnities,  and  receive  the  fubmifiion  of  any 
,|)rovince  ox  colony,  difpofed  to  return  to  its  af- 

X  s;  Icgiance. 
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CHAP,  legiance,  Hefuggeftcd  the  propriety  of  w- 
^2^^-  thorizinfl;  the  perlbns  fo  commiffioned,  to  ic- 
i773«  ftore  fuch  provinces  or  colonies  to  the  free  n- 
ercife  of  tiade,  and  the  fame  protedion  amlic- 
curity  as  if  they  had  never  revolted;  andaffintd 
both  houfes,  that  from  tlie  aiTurances  recdvej, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  affairs  in  Ei- 
rope,  he  faw  no  prqbability  of  impedimeDlto 
his  nieafures,  by  difputes  with  any  foreip 
power. 
Oppofi-  An  amendment  to  the  addrefs  was  morri 
ISii^.  by  lord  John  Cavendifli,  and  in  the  debate,  the 
principle  and  conduA  of  the  conteil  were  fc- 
vcrely  arraigned.  The  fads  afiumed  in  ftc 
fpeech  were  (leclared  to  be  untrue:  parliamfl* 
was  not  early  convened;  the  Americans  w« 
not  colleding  a  naval  force;  the  affertioa,  tbt 
they  meant  only  to  amufe  by  vague  expreffioss 
of  attachment,  and  fought  to  render  ^inat 
felves  independent,  were  equally  injurioasto 
their  honour,  and  repugnant  to  truth;  andtk 
confiding  of  two  fuch  important  fortreflfei* 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  to  garrifons  of  fo- 
reigners, was  highly  improper;  the  idea  of  cob- 
queft  was  equally  romantic  and  unjufi;  and  the 
addreifes  did  not  prove  the  fentiments  of  the 
people,  even  if  fairly  obtained;  but  the  coa* 
trary  was  ftreuuoufly  affirmed.  Colonel  Bairf 
expofed  to  levere  cenfure  the  whole  conduftrf 
the  campaign;  Fox  obferved,  that  lord  Ctat 
ham,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  nay,  Alexander  th 
Great,  never  gained  more  in  one  year  than  tin 
exifcing  government  liad  loft;  it  had  lofli 
whole  continent.  Although  the  Arnericam 
were  not  jufiiftable  in  tlie  extent  of  theirpro- 
ceedings,  refiftance  was  lefs  culpable  thanf«l>* 
miflion  to  the  tyrannical  a6ls  of  a  DriliA  pw» 
liamcnt    General  Conway,  tliougb  joined  witk 
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tfie  king's  fervants,  detefted  the  principle  of  chap.. 
fupporting  every  meafure  of  government ;  re-  ^^ 
prooated  the  idea  of   conquering  America  ^  ^75* ' 
declared  explicitly  againil  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion ;  and  wiihed  to  fee  the  declaratory  law 
repealed,  fince  it  had  been  converted  to  fuch 
bad  purpofes.  ' 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  objeflions,  the  neceffity  Defence. 

of  regaining  America  by  force  was  ftrenuoufly 

urged :  during  the  late  furamer,  government, 

although  veiled  bv  the  legiflature  with  the 

rijght  of  ufing  the^ord,  had,  through  a  love 

of  lenity, 'preferred  an  attempt  to  govern  by  • 

tlie  civil  power  :  it  was  now  intended  to  fend 

out  kn  ample  force,  fupported  by  a  fufficient 

fleet,   to  infure  fubje6tion.     Congrefs  verbally 

profelTed  not  to  aim  at  independence;    but 

their  claims  amounted  to   a  total  exemption 

from  parliamentary  authority.     They  had  ex- 

prdsly  declared,   that  the  Britiih  legiflature 

nad  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  provi- 

fions  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  or 

the  adminiilration    of  juilice,  each  country 

ihould,  in  thofe  refpeSls,  regulate  itfelf ;  thus 

khey  plainly  claimed  an  exclufive  authority  in 

/each  colonial  aflembly.      Not  only  the  late 

a&s  more   particularly   complained    ot\    but 

^very.  other  affecting  their  internal  polity,  had 

been  treated  as  unjuil  encroachments  of  parlia* 

Toent  on  the  rights  of  a  legiflature  as  indepen* 

/dent  as  itfelf«     In  military  matters,  their  pre- 

^teniions  were  equally  extravagant    They  de* 

nied  to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  keeping  a 

iingle  foidier  in  the   whole  extent  of  tneir 

continent,   without  confent  of  thQ  colonial         , 

legiflature.    With  regard  to  it^venue,  parlia* 

'ment  had  declared,  in  words  intelligible  to  all 

nankind,  that  they  woul4  never  tax  America* 

X  $  unlefa 
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CHAP,  unlefs  impelled  by  a  refufal  to  contribateadiie 
\\2^  proportion  to  the  common  expences  of  the 
1775-  ftate.  They  even  knew,  that  a  reafonable  fm 
would  be  accepted ;  but  would  not,  to  gratify 
this  country,  offer  the  contribution  of  afingk 
fliillinor.  The  only  particular  in  which  tl^ 
feemed  inclined  to  admit  the  authority  of  par- 
liament was,  the  regulation  of  trade:  even 
there  they  expreffed  thcmfelves  with  fufficicat 
caution ;  and  in  every  thing  elife  afferted  to 
abfolute  independence. 

Lord  North  obferved,  that  to  repeal cvcy 
'  aft  paffed  fmce  the  year  1 76S,  muft  tennaate 
the  difpute,  for,  from  that  moftient,  Afficrica 
was  raifed  to  independence.  The  ads  wctciB 
jufl,  and  not  cruel,  and  that  for  refirainingtbeir 
trade  with  other  countries,  againft  which  oppo- 
fition  fo  loudlv  declaimed,  was  not  pafled  till 
the  colonies,  by  a  non-importation  agreenwrt, 
had  refufed  to  trade  with  England,  who  tad 
nurtured  them  to  their  prefent  greatnefs,  aM 
on  the  principles  of  reciprocity,  had  an  ex- 
clufive  right  to  the  benefits  of  their  coa- 
merce.  ; 
Oppofition  The  marquis  of  Rockingham  moved  at 
'"^^boX  ^"^^'^^n^^i^tj  exaAly  (imilar  to  that  of  tonl 
^  ^^'  John  Cavendifh.  The  debate  embraced  mauf 
of  the  fame  topics ;  but  the  earl  of  Dartmofiw 
afferted,  that  tne  late  proceedings  had  been  in- 
fuccefsful  from  caufes  not  to  be  anticipated; 
and  lord  Gower  avowed,  that  adminiftratioii 
had  been  mifled,  and  purfued  a  fyftem  inafc* 
quate  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  fervic& 
The  accounts  received  from  the  foutbenapw- 
vinces  led  to  this  miftake ;  New  York  had  beea 
over-awed  and  forced,  by  a  party  of  infer- 
gents  from  Connefticut,  into  meafures  tk^ 
would  never  have  otherwifc  adopted;  yrt» 
«  the 
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^he  friends  of  government  were  emancipated  chap. 
by  the  aid  of  a  force  from  this  country,  the   ^2^ii>j 
colonies  might  be  brought  to  a  fcnfe  or  their     »775- 
4uty,  without  recourfe  to  fcenes  of  mifery  and 
defolation. 

Lord  Shelburke  feverely  arraigned  the 
condu6i  of  admin iftration,  and  the  raflmefs  of 
the  predidioDS,  tliat  a  little  bloodilied  would 
enfure  fuccefs :  a  great  deal  of  blood  had  been 
unhappily  ihed  to  no  purpofe,  but  to  fever  the 
two  countries,  perhaps  for  ever.    He  advanced, 
as  a  plain  and  mconteftible  faft,  that  the  com- 
merce of  America  was  the  vital  ftream  of  this 
£^reat  empire,    and  the  independence  of  that 
country  mull  be  the  ruin  of  Britain,     The 
inqvitable  confequence  of  perfevcrance  in  the 
prefent  meafures,  muft  be  the  depreciation  of 
property ;  opulence  would  be  reduced  to  com- 
petence, competence  to  indigence  :    in  con- 
templation of  fuch  adverfity,  be  felt  happy  in 
^having  been  bred  a  foldier ;  accuilomed  to  the 
moderation  of  that  liie^    bis*  fall  would  be 

At  an  early  period  in  the  debate,  the  dukp 
of  Grafton  delivered  fentiments  hoftile  to  ad- 
miniilration,    yet  refufed   to    concur  in  the 
amendment.     He  condemned  the  proceedings 
with  refpeS;  to  America  during  the  lail  twelve 
montliSi  and  apologized  for  fupporting  then^ 
by  alleging  that  b^  ^vas  mifled  and  deceived ; 
he   had  concurred  M'hen  he  could  not  ap'- 
prove,  from  a  hope,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
ilrength  of  government,  would  be  the  probabi- 
^lity  of  f^mipable  adjuftment      He  recommend- 
ed the  repeal  of  all  ads  relative  to  America 
pafled  fince  1763:  this  proportion  would  not 
probably  obtain  immediate  approbation,  but 
WGt\(ld  daily  grow  in  efleem^  and  ultimately 

X  4  gain 
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CHAP,  gain  univerfal  aflent    Did  he  entertain  con* 
^^^  trary  fentiments,   he  could  not  aflent  to  an 
1775*     addrefs  which  fan£Honed  meafures  of  unknown 
extent  and  expence,  while  the  king^s  fpeech 
was  not  accompanied  with  the  ilighteil  in- 
formation.    He  mentioned  the  bad  ftate  of  his 
health,  and,  imitating  lord  Chatham,  declared 
his  intention  to  come  in  a  litter  to  expreCs  his 
full  and  hearty  di&pprobation  of  the  meafiir» 
of  adminiilration. 
Amend-        The  amendment  was  negatived,'   and  the 
£fiSd|*"     addrefs  carried,*  by  great  majorities:    nine- 
Kouft^     teen  peers  figned  a  proteft. 
Debate  on       Iv  thefe  oebates,  the  illegality  of  commit* 
^^^^^    ting  the  cuftody  of  pibraltar.and  Minorca  to 
ofSwign  foreign  troops,    was  ftreuuoufly  urged.      On 
^^ «»     the  report  of  the  addrels,  the  oppofition  mem* 
%^oai    hers  infifted  that  the  meafure  was  repugnant 
to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  a  precedent  of  moft 
alarming  and  dangerous  tendency,  recognizing 
a  power  in  the  king  to  introduce  foreigners 
into  the  Britifh  dominions,  and  raife  armies 
without  the  confent  of  parliament     Thuilow 
obferved,  that  the  claufe  in  the  bill  of  rights 
embraced  no  part  of  the  king's  dominions 
bej'ond  the  limits  of  Great  Britain :  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  danger  of  delay,  weit 
alfo  urged,  and  the  introdudion  of  fix  thou* 
fand  Dutch  troops  in  1745,  without  previous 
confent,    was    cited  as  a  precedent.      Lord 
North   magnanimoufly   avowed   himfelf   the 
advifer  of  tne  paragraph  in  the  king's  ^ech, 
and  declared,  he  fhould  not  confider  the  houfe 
precluded,   by  voting  for  the  addrefs^    from 
reviewing  the  propofition  on  any  futa^  4ay. 

f  69  to  ap  f  76  to  iZi 
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The  friends  of  adminiftration  did  not  nni-  chap: 
formly  concur  in  lord  North's  opinion,  and   ^^^ 
Mr.  Marlham  eave  notice  of  his  intention  to    .«775-  . 
brin^  in  a   biU  of  indemnity ;    the  minifter  JjJin^I"' 
treated  the   intimation  with  his  accuftomed  sxftc^ 
gaiety  ;  declaring,  that  although  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  with  the  legality  of  the  meafure,  he  had 
no  objeftion  to  concur  in  any  propofition  tend- 
ing to  keep  the  heads  of  minifters  more  fe* 
curely  on  their  ihoulders  :  yet  conceiving  that 
acts  of  indemnity  were  never  pafled  but  as  a 
defence  againft  actions  at  law,  and  not  againft. 
impeachments,  he  propofed  a  refolution,  ap- 
proving the  employment  of  foreign  troops. 
This  expedient  was  not,  however,  confldered  iftNon 
adequate  to  the  purpofi,  and  the  minifter  him- 
felf,  yielding  his  own  judgment  to  the  argu- 
ments of  his  friends,  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  of  indemnity. 

The  duke  of  Mancheftcr^  on  the  fame  day,  iftNor. 
made  a  motion,  to  declare  the  employment  of  ^2JJJ3^* 
ele^oral  troops  in  the  dominions  of  Great  of  lords« 
Britain,  dangerous  and  unconftitutional,  and 
fupported  it  by  a  laborious  fpeech.  The  earl 
of  Rochford,  as  one  of  the  miniilers  who 
advifed  the  meafure,  declared  his  unihaken 
opinion  that  it  was  perfeftly  juftifiable,  and 
liis  readinefs  to  abide  the  coniequences :  yet 
as  he  had  learned  that  lord  North  intended  to 
apply  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  he  moved  the 
previous  queftion.  The  duke  of  Grafton  was 
the  only  cabinet  minifter  in  the  honfe,  who 
did  not  avow  his  having  concurred  in  giving 
thtfi  advice ;  he  condemned  the  mealure  in  the 
ilrongeft  terms,  as  inconftftent  with  the  fpirit 
of  Magna  Charta.  The  motion  of  cenfure  was 
fupported  by  the  dulte  of  Bichmond,  the  earls 

of 
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^^  AY*  of  Effiaghafii,  Camden,  and  Sbelbome,  tad 
^5^21;   ^^  Lyttleton.    The  previous  queftkm  was^ 

9775*  however,  negatived.^ 
yiiiM.  A  MOTION  finular  to  that  of  the  duke  rf 
Maachefter  was  made  by  Sir  Jaaaes  Low^o^ 
and  difpoied  of  in  Uie  iame  manner  :^  in  a  kmg 
and  animated  debate,  the  miniiier  was  oen« 
fared,  even  by  his  coadjutors,  for  acceding 
to  the  fuggellion  of  a  bill  of  iademnity. 
Ix>rd  Barrington,  the  fecretary  at  war^  in  par- 
ticular, declared,  that  although  he  was  a  pria- 
cipal  advifer  of  the  meafure,  he  wanted  no 
fuch  bill,  and  ihould  pity  and  contemn  tbe 
minifter  by  whom  it  was  required. 
j^>iiM>  SuOH  being  the  opinions  profeffed  by  men- 

^^^       bers  of  adminiftration  in  both  honfes,  the  fate 
of  the  bill  of  indemnity  might  be  anticipated: 
t4tliKov.  it  paffed  the  boufe  of  commons^  after  the  re- 
jeaion  of  a  motion  for  amending  the  preamble, 
wd  making  minifiry  confefs  their    condnS 
illegal,  amd  re'pugnantto  the  fpirit  of  the  coa- 
sot&lSov.   fiitution.     In  the  upper  hoiue  it  was  unam- 
moufly  reieded  on   the  third  reading ;   the 
marquis  of  Rockingham  averting  it  w^ould  be 
a  diij^race.to  the  flatute  books,  to  afibrd  in- 
demnity to  thoie  who  acknowledged  no  of- 
fence,   and    the   minifterial    kirds    declariag 
themfelves  perfe^lly  indiflerent  refpe&ing  tte 
event. 
30^  ca.       Lord  North  brought  in  a  bill  for  enabiing 
SbS^  *^  king  to  affemble  the  nulitia  ia  cafts  of  . 
tfaemllifia.  rebellion;  which  pafled  with  a  rider  propofed 
AsdNov.    by  Sir  George  Savile,  limiting  its  duration  to 
Uiaatts.  feven  years.    The  number  of  feamen  was  fiscd 
at  fls,ooo;  the  land  forces  at  55,000^  of  whom 

*  75  *o  3»- 
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€15,000  were  defined  for  America.      In  thie  char. 
debates  on  the  militia  bill,   peifonal  alterca-  ^^ 
tions  M'cre  maintained  with  great  violence,  and     177$. 
Ae  manner  of  procuring  addrefies  was  feverely  ^^^^^* 
arraigned  and  vigoronily  defended:   the  dif- 
cuffion  of  navy  eflimates  gave  occafion  to  im- 
pute many  malverfations  to  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty ;  and  while  the  army  eftrmates  were  stiu 
under  confideration,  a  review  was  taken  of  the 
cauib  and  progrefs  of  the  American  difpute,  the 
means  of  conciliation,  and  the  probabilities  of 
conquefi. 

Iir  the  houfe  of  lords  fimilar  eiForts  were  Mothahf 
made;  the  duke  of  Grafton,  who  badreiigned  ^f^^,^^^ 
his  office  of  lord  privy  feal  fmcethe  commence^*  4th  Nov* 
ment  of  the  feffion,  and  now  became  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  moved  for  an  istfa. 
account  of  the  number  of  forces  fcrving  in 
America  previous  to   the  commencemient  of 
hoililities  ;  the  force  aSiu&Hy  employed  thbre; 
the  plans  for  winter  quarters,  and  the  numbers 
of  the  provincial  army ;    aa  eftimate  of  the 
troops  in  Great  Britain  and  Irelatrel;  and  an 
eftimate  of  the  military  force  necefl'ary  to  be 
fent  to  America,  with  an  account  of  the  aih 
tillery  and  (lores.     In  fupport  of  this  notion, 
he  ftated  the  unfuccefsful  operations. of  the  late 
campaign,  the  condition  of  the  army,  odoped 
up  in  ^fton,  mouldering  away  by  ficknefs  and 
famine,  and  almofl  daily  waiting  for  its  tate, 
that  of  being  deftroyed  or  made  prifoners^  &t  a 
force  infinitely  fuperior.  '  The  lords  who  diJ- 
re^ed  his  majefly's  councils  had  ingenuoufly 
avowed  their  having  been  deceived;  apolo* 
gized  on  account  of  ill-founded  information) 
lalfe  reafohings  and  miilaken  conclufions;  ^nd 
dire6ied  oblique  cenfures  againft  the  comman- 
ders both  by  iea  and  Imd.    In  fuch  a  ilate  of 

darknefr 
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CHAP,  darknefs  and  uncertainty,  fuch  chaiges,  bioi* 
2^^   der«,  miflakes,  imputed  negligence  or  incapt- 
i775»     city,  it  was  necetiary  to  warn  the  houfe  of  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered,  and  the  mean 
of  obviating  or  furmounting  them:  by  fuch 
means  they  would  be  enabled  to  adopt  meafuro 
of  coercion  or  conciliation,  which  hell  iuitd 
the  dignity,  juftice^  and  permanent  inteiefo  of 
the  country. 
Mjeacd        THEpropofition  was  refifted,  on  thegroood 
^  that  the  information  would  be  comnmnicated 

to  the  enemy,  and  expofe  the  plan  of  militaiy 
o|)erations.    Earl  Gower  aflerted,  on  the  ciedii 
of  an  officer  of  eminence  in  America,  that  all 
meafures   determined   on  in   England   weit 
known  in  the  provincial  camp  much  earlier 
than  in   the   king^s  army.      The  AmericaBS 
would   confequently  rife  in  their  demands  if 
conciliation  were  propofed,  or  take  meafures  of 
lefiiiance  be  ft  calculated  to  defeat  the  inten- 
tions  of  Great  Britain. 
IKrpute         A  DIGRESSION  was  made  into  the  geoen) 
^^^mt^'  grounds  of  the  difpute :  the  Americans  wcit 
fitrtd.        vindicated  by  lord  Camden,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, and  lord  Shelbume,  who  declared  Great 
Britain  in  every  inftancetheaggreflbr,  andflig* 
mati«d  the  proceedings  againft  the  colonies 
by  the  name  of  robbery ;  they  were  cruel,  op- 
preflive,  unjuft,  and  unreleutinff,  and  ought  to 
oe  refifted  as  the  moft  open  and  dangerous  at- 
tacks upon  liberty,  property,  and  ev^ery  thing 
dear  to  free  men.    The  afiertion  that  America 
afpired  at  independence,  was  treated  a&  an  ud* 
bounded  calumny,  calculated  only  for  puipaTei 
ofdelufion.    . 
Defended       Besi d £$  the  earis  of  Gower  sum!  Dartfioutl^ 
MaiufieM.  '7^^  ^  minifters  vindicated  their  Qwn  proceed- 
'  ing^  the  caufe  of  government  was  ably  de* 

feaded 
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fended  by  the  lords  Lyttleton,  Dudley,  and  char. 
Tpwnihend ;  but  lord  Mansfield,  with  his  ufaal  ^^J^ 
I^rfpicutty,  eloquence,  and  profound  informa-^  ,,71, 
tion,  traced  to  their  real  fource  the  preten-* 
fions  which  convulfed  America,  and  agitated 
Great  Britain.  He  faid,  "  The  bad  con«^ 
•'  fequences  of  planting  northern  colonies  were 
"  early  predicted.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  foretold, 
**  before  the  revolution,  that  they  would,  finals 
'*  ly,  prove  our  rivals  in  power,  commerce^  and 
*^  manufadures.  Davenant,  adopting  the  fame 
^'  ideas,  forefaw  that  whenever  America  found 
**  herfelf  fufficiently  ftrong  to  contend  with 
**  the  mother-countiy,  fhe  would  endeavour 
'^  to  become  a  fejiarate  and  independent  fiatc 
'^  This  has  been  tlie  confiant  olyed);  of  the  peo^ 
^^  pie  of  New  England,  almoft  n^om  lier  earlieft 
''  infancy^  Their  ilruggles  compelled  lung 
^  William  to  revoke  his  former  charter,  and 
^*  give  them  a  new  one ;  and  towards  the  con^^ 
*'  clufion  of  his  reign,  to  procure  an  aft,  that 
*'  no  law  originating  in  the  colonies  ihould  be 
^'  valid,  if  contrary  to  the  law  of  England. 
*^  Thofe  difputes  had  fcarcely  ever  fubfidedt 
'^  in  the  year  173S,  Mr.  Talbot,  afterwards 
*'  chancellor,  propofed  a  feries  of  refolution^ 
*^  in  the  houfe  of  cominons,  indicating  the  pre«> 
"  cife  nature  of  the  difputes,  and  fully  aflert** 
*^  ing  doctrines  fimilar  to  thofe  now  maintain^ 
'^  ed  by  the  Britilh  parliament  A  new  ad^ 
"  minillration  formed  in  1756  were  extremely 
*'  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war  on  account  of 
^^  America;  and  would  ha\'e  avoided  it,  had 
*^  not  circumftances  given  another  turn  to  the 
''  fubfifting  difputes.  I  do  not  aflert  that 
"  America  was  not  the  true  caufe  of  the  war  j 
''  I  am  certain  it  was.  A  vulgar  opinion  pre** 
^  vailed,  the  reverfe  of  truth,  that  we  armed 

"  in 
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CHAP,  ^  in  defence  of  Hanover;  but  whatever  fontt 
XXVII.    «  the  war  might  afterwards  affume,  it  was  ori- 
"  j^nally  undertaken  for  the  prefervation  of 
"  America.     At  the  peace,  the  inconveniences 
^  which  have  fince  arifen  were  partly  forefieen; 
•*  but  they  were,  M'ith  fuitable  wifdom,  balanced 
"  againft  thofe  which  might  refult  from  the 
"  other  part  of  the  alternative.     The  reftora- 
**  tion  of  Canada  to  France,  would  have  been 
•*  the  fource  of  cndlefs  contention.      At  the 
**  time  of  impoiing  the  itamp  duties,  an  idea 
•*  prevailed,  tnat  America,  from  her  increafed 
*^  power    and    ability,    Ihould    contribute  to 
**  alleviate  the  burdens  with  which  ihe  had 
•*  been  inftrumental  in  loading  this  country. 
'*  I  ihall  not  difcufs  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
•*  fure;  from  fucceeding  events,  I  regret  its 
^*  adoption,  but  at  the  time  it  encountered  no 
*'  -oppofition.    The  next  year  the  declaratoiy 
**  law  was  paffed  with  equal  unanimity.     In  a 
**  year  after,  lord  Camden  being  then  at  the 
**  head  of  his  majefty's  councils,  and  prefiding 
**  on  the  woolfack^  was  prefent  when  the  port 
•*  duties  >verc  impofed,    but  offered  not  the 
•*  flighteft  refinance.     When  the  refolutiom 
^  for  extending  the  ftatute  of  Henry  vili,  it- 
**  lative  to  tlie  trial  of  perfons  for  offences*  com- 
**  mitted  out  of  the  realm,   were  voted,  the 
**  fame  learned  lord  retained  his  fituation,  and 
"  the  noble  duke,  who  made  the  motion  this 
**  day,  then  prefuled  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
**  fury,  both  Here  in  the  cabinet^  and  yet  not 
**  a  word  was  faid  againft  the  meafure.     I  look 
**  back  with  forrow  to  all  thefe  tranfa^ons. 
•^  Laftly,  the  bill  for  fhutting  the  port  of  Bol- 
**  ton,  on  which  the  learned  lord  hath  this  day 
**  beflowed  fo  many  hard  names,  was  paifed 
^*  without  oppofition.    If  thefe  ads  were  jufh- 

"  fiable. 
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♦*  fiablf,  thefe  which  focceeded  wjsrt  equally  cif  ap« 
**  fo.  America  does  not  complain  of  particu-  2?^'*" 
^  lar  injuries,  fo  much  as  the  violation  of  her  "^7$%  * 
^*  rights;  in  one  place  congrefs  fum  up  the 
•*  whdie  of  their  grievances  in  the  paffagc  of 
**  the  declartory  aft,  which  afferts  the  fupre* 
•'  macy  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  power  of  rnak- 
^  ing  laM'8  for  America  in  all  cafes.  Hence 
^  ariies  the  difpute;  they  pofitively  deny  the 
•*  exiftence,  not  the  mode  of  exercifing  the 
^  right :  they  would  allow  the  king  of  Great 
•*  Britain  a  nominal  fovereignty,  but  no  more? 
**  they  would  renounce  dependency  on  the 
**  crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  on  the  pcr- 
**  fon  of  the  king,  whom  they  would  reduce  to 
"  a  cypher.  In  fine,  they  would  ftand  in  rela^ 
^  tion  to  Great  Britain,  as  Hanover  now  fiands; 
**  or,  rather  as  Scotland  Hood  towards  Eng« 
'*  land,  before  the  union/'  His  lordihtp  thea 
proved  that  the  views  of  America  were  di- 
re^rted  to  independence ;  that  Great  Britain 
could  not  concede  any  claim  without  relin^ 
quifhing  all;  fuch  a  facrifice  he  fvppofed  w«» 
not  intended ;  and  confequently,  any  meaiiire 
*  of  conciliation,  would  only  furnilh  grounds  for 
new  claims,  or  produce  tenns  of  pretended 
Qbedience  and  fubmiffion. 

The  duke  of  Grafton's  motions  were  nega* 
tived  without  a  divifion. 

Among  other  means  of  railing  fupplies,  the  ijtii  Nor* 
ininiiler  propofed  a  land  tax  of  four  fhillings  ^=*"<* «« 
in  the  pound.    This  meafure,  fo  unpalatable  te  ^^^4 
the  country   gentlemen,    afforded  oppofition 
the  means  of  arraigning  the  condu6t  of  miniftry, 
*  and  alarming  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  who  would 
jbe  moft  affeded.     Mr.  Hartley  faid,  little  fore- 
sight was  neceflary  to  prophecy  iaft  year,  that 
the  land  tax  mull  be  raifed  to  four  fhillings,  and 

he 
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c  H  A  F.  he  faw  no  probability  of  its  ever  beiBg  reduceiL 
vi^/^*  ^^  made  numerous  ftatements  and  calculatio&s 
y77$*  to  prove  that,  inftead  of  deriving  the  jHtimiM 
revenue  from  America,  fingland  would  be  in- 
cumbered with  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  tfae 
land,  to  pay  for  meslfgres  equally  unjufland  iH 
executed. 

These  arguments  produced  the  defired  ef- 
fe&;  Mr.  Baldwin  obfecved,  be  always  undff- 
flood  the  difpute  with  America  to  be  for  a  re- 
venue in  relief  of  the  country  gentlemen;  bat 
having  iince  learnt  that  the  idea  of  taxation 
was  abandoned,  he  confidered  it  imprc^r  to 
embark  in  furtlier  expences. 

After  replying  to  feveral  of  Mr.  Hartley's 
ftatements,  lord  North  denied  that  taxatioa 
was  renounced.  A  mode  he  faid  would  be 
adopted,  for  obtaining  a  contribution  from 
America;  when  minillers  declared  the  idea  of 
taxation  wvls  abandoned,  they  meant  only  that 
]t  was  abandoned  for  the  prelent;  taxation  be- 
ing but  a  matter  of  fecondary  importance,  when 
the  fuprcmacy  and  legiflati.ve  authority  of  the 
country  were  at  ftake.  Taxation  ihould  be  en- 
forced ;  becaufe,  to  enfure  legiflative  autliority 
and  commercial  advantages,  it  would  be  ne- 
c^ffary  to  combine  them  with  a  tax,  even  though 
attended  with  no  direft  profit. 

This  explanation  was  deemed  fatisfadorj) 
and  the  meafure  encountered  little  further  op- 
pofition.^ 
a6tb  oa.  On  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion  a  petition  was 
w—  c.^  prefented  to  each  houfe  from  the  general  afleni* 
bly  of  Nova  Scotia,  replete  with  exprellions  of 
loyalty,  and  deploring  the  profped  which  the 

\^'A  divifion  took  place  en  an  amendment  moved  hy  Sir  Gem 
Yeange,  for  continuing  the  land  tax  at  three  (hillings  in  the  pooM^ 
Inat  U  was  negatived,  i8at0  47.  < 

prefcot 


Nova  Sco- 
iki  petition, 


6  E  O  R  G  E    HL  SSI 

prefent  ftate  of  affairs  opened   to  America,  chap. 
They  propofed,  as  the  means  of  terminating  52^^ 
amicably  all  differences,   and  preventing  the  ^75* 
poflibility  of  their  being  renewed,   a  tax  ad 
valorem   on  all  commodities    imported    into 
the  province,  not  being  the  produce  of  the 
Britifh  dominions^  except  bay  fait.     This  tax 
would  include  almofl  all  luxuries,  atid  would 
increafe  in  an  equal  ratio  with  the  affluence  of 
the  inhabitants.     The  offer  was  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  conciliatory  propofitions,  and 
the  petitioners  hoped  it  would  ferve  as  a  model 
and  precedent. 

Lord  NoRtn  moved,  in  a  committee  of  the  ajdNwii 
houfe  of  commons,,  that  this  propofal  fliould  be 
accepted,  the  tax  not  to  exceed  eight  per  cent, 
and  when  the  legiflature  of  Nova  Scotia  fliould 
have  paffed  an  aft  for  effeftuating  it,  their  trade 
iliould  be  reftored,  and  they  at  liberty  to  import 
wines,  and  certain  other  articles,  direftly  from 
any  other  country.  It  does  not  feem  to  have 
occurred,  until  fuggefted  by  Sir  George  Yonge, 
that  this  petition  contained  thfe  fame  doftrines, 
breathed  the  fame  langua^,  and  claimed  the 
fame  rights  as  the  declaration  of  congrefs.  Sir 
George  moved  an  amendment,  which  was  over- 
ruled, but  the  petition  was  not  afterwards  cor- 
dially efpoufed.  It  was  reported,  and  a  long  s^ck. 
debate  maintained  on  fome  propofed  amend- 
ments, and  an  ironical  refolution  moved  by 
Burke,  but  the  fubjeft  was  gradually  relin- 
quifhed. 

The  petition  of  congrefs  being  alluded  to  «thN#r. 
m  the  king's  fpeech,  was  fubmitted  to  the  in-  J^**^\7tion 
fpeftion  of  parliament.     Before  this  paper  was  of  cong^efo 
regularly  difcuflieil  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  Mr.  ?i  **^ 
Luttrell  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  lower  ^Jh^Nor* 
houfe  to  the  preteuliona  and  charafter  of  con- 

▼OL.  II,  y  grefe. 
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grefs,  by  moving  an  addrefs  for  empomTf*' 
ing  coniniiffioners  to  receive  conciliatory  pnn 
pofals  from  any  general  convention,  congrefs, 
or  other  collective  body,  conveying  the  lenti- 
uients  of  one  or  more  colonies,  fulpending  all 
inquiry  into  the  legal  or  illefi^l  forms  under 
M'liich  fuch  colony  might.be  difi>ofcd  to  treat 
This  motion  was  introduced  by  a  long  fpeech, 
tending  to  prove,  that  in  Great  Britain,  more 
than  any  other  country,  government  had  been 
brought  back  to  its  firil  principles,  by  extra- 
formal  aflemblies  of  the  people,  m  a  convention 
or  congrefs.  By  fuch  a  convention,  he  argued, 
monarchy  had  been  reftored  in  the  perfon  of 
Charles  il.  and  fuch  a  convention  in  1688  per- 
feded  the  glorious  Revolution.  Noanfwerwa 
made  to  this  harangue,  but  by  obferving,  that 
to  treat  with  the  American  congrefs  would  bt 
to  admit  it  a  legal  alVembly,  and  confequently 
that  the  condud;  of  Great  Britain  was  intirely 
founded  in  injuftice.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

When  the  lords,  in  purfuance  of  the  order 
of  the  day,  were  proceeding  to  take  into  cou- 
fideration  the  petition  of  congrefs,*  the  duke  of 
Richmond  faw  Mr.  Penn  ftanding  below  the 
bar,  and  anticipating  that  fome  doubts  would 
arife  refpe6ting  the  authenticity  of  the  pa- 
per, urged  the  propriety  of  examining  him  as 
a  witnefs.  After  a  ftrenuous  debate  ou  order, 
and  precedent,  mixed  with  much  perfonal  in- 
ventive, the  miniftry  conceded  that  his  evi- 
dence fliould  be  received, 

TiiK  examination  was  conducted  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  who  had  previoufly  communicat- 
ed the  qucftions  he  intended  to  afk.  Mr.  Penn 
had  been  conftantly  refident  in  America  four 
years,  two  of  whicli  be  had  been  governor  of 

Penfvlvania; 
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Pcnfylvania;  he  defcribed  the  congrefs  as  men   chap. 
of  charafter  and  intelligence,  capable  of  con-    ^j^^^ 
vey  ing  the  fehfe  of  their  conftituents,  and  with-     i77^ 
out  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  but  through 
the  confidence  reppfed  in  them:    that  confi- 
dence, however,  was  fo  unlimited,  that  no  fuf- 
ficient  protection  could  be  found  for  perfons 
who  lliould  advance  fentiments  differing  from 
tliofe  which  they  had  promulgated;     The  peo- 
ple generally  confidered  themfelves  fully  able 
to  relift  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  employed  to 
enforce  taxation,  and  the  late  obnoxious  afts. 
The  war  was  commenced  and  profecuted  by  the 
inclination  and  zeal  of  the  people,  in  defence  of  • 
their  liberties,  though  not,  asth^  witnefs  believ- 
ed, for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing  independency ; 
but  UBlefs  conciliatory  meafures  were  fpeedily 
purfued,  he  feared  the  Americans  would  form 
connexions  with  foreign  powers,  which  they 
•would  not  eafily  be  indueed  to  renounce.   They 
were  diffatisfied  with  the  reception  of  their  pe- 
titions, and  had  formed  great  hopes  of  tnat 
delivered  by   the  witnefs,    which  was  flyled 
the  Olive  Branch ;  and  the  commiiTion  to  prefent 
it  was  confidered  a  fubjeft  of  congratulation 
by  his  friends.    He  defcribed  the  diflktisfadion 
occafioned  by  the  ftamp  aft,  and  the  exultation 
at  the  repeal,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  the  de^ 
claratory  aft  would  liave  occafioned  no  difcon- 
tent  had  America  been  lefl  in  the  flate  fhe  then 
was:  he  believed  the  colonies  inclined  to  ac- 
knowledge the  imperial  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  every  particular,  except  taxation,  and 
to  acquiefce  in  the  words  of  the  declaratory 
aft. 

U?ON  this  evidence,  manifeftly  paitial ;  and  The  duke 
'  necelTarily  impcrfci%  from  the  fituation  of  the  ^^^^' 
'  t»ritndi»  vbofe  knowledge  was  avowedly  limited  moiio*. 

Y  2  to 
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CHAP,  to  Pen!}  Ivania;  tlie  duke  of  Richmond  foand- 
^^iw  ^^  ^  niotion,  "  That  the  petitM)ii  was  a  gix)UBd 
17JS*  "  for  conciliation  of  tlie  unhappy  differences 
"  between  Great  Britain  and  America."  He 
extolled  its  language  as  that  of  dutiful  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  mother-counUy, 
fo  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  rights  fecured 
to  freemen  by  the  conftitution  of  the  empire; 
and  traced  all  the  diliiculties^  dangers,  and  in- 
conveniences attendant  on  a  projeiS;  of  forcible 
conqueft. 

Lord  Shelburne  coincided  in  thefe  fen- 
timents,  and  expatiated  on  the  toptcs  urged 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  in  teims  ftill  moie 
forcible.  He  predi6led  national  riiin  from  the 
profecution  of  the  conteft,  and  faid,  if  mini- 
fters  perlifted  in  meafures  neither  juilifiable  ou 
principles  of  policy  or  of  liberty,  he  fliould  ap- 
ply to  them  the  adage, "  Quos  deus  vult  perdert 
*^  prius  dementaf 

The  earl  of  Dartmouth  defended  the  refufil 
to  anfwer  the  petition,  by  ohferving,  that  un- 
lefs  prefented  to  the  king  on  the  throne,  no  an- 
fwer could  be  expefied  as  of  right ;  and  it  would 
have  been  indecent  in  the  fecretary  of  ftatete 
give  an  anfwer  unauthorized.  If  filencewas 
conflrued  into  difapprobatkm,  the  conllruSioB 
was  juftifiable.  The  petitioii,  in  terms,  was  un- 
exceptionable, but  there  was  every  reafonto 
believe  the  foftnefs  of  the  language  purpofely 
adopted  to.  conceal  the  nioft  traitorous  defigns. 
Dicl  it  become  the  offending  party  to  difiate 
the  terms  on  which  peace  would  be  accepted? 

Lord  Lyttleton,  with  great  warmth,  def- 
canted  on  the  paitiality  of  the  witnefs,  and  de* 
clared  he  could  have  confronted  him  with  a 
perfou  of  unexceptionable  charafter,  poffeflcd 
of  ten  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  New  £nglai4 

but 
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%vLt  that  inrli vidua!  was  afraid  to  appear,  from  chap, 

a.  certainty  that  Ws  property  would  be  totally    xxvn. 

^eftroyed,  and  his  perfon  profcribe<l.     "  Sup-^     17^5. 

**  poftng,.  however,  Mr.  Penn's  evidence  impar- 

**  tial,  what  was  the  purport  of  the  motion,  but 

*^  that  the  afts  of  the  Britifli  parliament,  its 

**  repeated  addrefles  to  the  throne,  his  majefty^s 

^*  OM'n  moft  folemu  declarations,   were  to  be 

"**  fuperfeded  by  the  commands,  not  addi-effes, 

^*  of  the  rebellious  Americans?  Thofe  audacious 

^  rebels,  who  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  his  ma- 

^'  j^fty  infidious,  traiterous,  falfe  expreffions  of 

"**  loyalty  and   obedience,   while  in  the  fame 

•*  breath  they  appealed  to  tl>e  people  of  Great 

**  Britain  and  Ireland,  abufed  the  parliamenti 

"^^  denied  their  power,  invited  their  fellow-fub* 

^*  je6ls  to  make  a  common-caufe,  and  thus,  at 

**  once,  endeavoured  to  involve  every  part  of 

*'  this  great  empire  in  one  general  fcene  of 

"  rebellion  and  bloodflied.     Are  thefe  the  meu 

"  you  would  treat  with?  Is  this  the  caufe  the 

^*  pretended  friends  of  the  country  would  en- 

^*  deavour  to  defend  ?  Or  would  you,  by  agree- 

"  ing  with  this  motion,   relinquifh  your  do- 

"  minion  over  thofe  worft  of  rebels,  and  tamely 

"  fubmit  to  transfer  the  feat  of  empire  from 

^*  Great  Britain  to  America?'* 

Lord  Sandwich,  whofe  temper  and  mild- 
nefs  in  debate,  iiirnifhed  at  once  a  contraft  and 
reproof  to  the  vehemence  of  lord  Lyttleton, 
defended  that  nobl^nan  againll  the  animadver- 
fions  he  incurred  by  his  irritability,  and  un- 
folded many  errors  and  exaggerations  in  the 
ftatements  of  American  force  and  Britifh  al- 
liances. He  expofed  with  perfpicuity  the 
geographical  and  political  millakes  made  by 
the  opponents  of  miniftry,  cenfured  their  alf- 
fumptions  of  mere  fuppbfitions  for  fafts,  and 
X  3  re£Ufie4 
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redified  their  iniilatements  of  the  ftrength  zd 
Eeal  of  the  country. 

The  duke  of  Richmond's  motion  was  nega^ 
tived,' 

Bu  HKE  again  judged  it  expedient  to  propofe 
to  the  houfe  a  projeS  of  conciliation,  whichk 
introduced  at  the  moment  of  prefenting  a  pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants  of  certain  towns  in 
Wiltfliire,  againft  the  profecution  of  the  var. 
His  motion  was  "  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
*'  for  compofing  the  prefent  troubles,  and  quietr 
"  ing  the  minds  of  his  majefty 's  fubjeds  in  Ame- 
"  rica,"  founded  on  the  ftatute  of  Edward  I.  & 
tallagio  non  concedendo.  In  conformitj'  to  ihis 
j)recedent,  he  propofed  a  renunciation  of  tax- 
ing; a  repeal  of  ftatutes  made  on  a  contrary 
principle  lince  the  year  1766;  and  a  general 
pardon ;  he  alfo  propofed  a  congrefs  to  be  held 
by  royal  authority,  for  the  adjuilment  of  dif- 
ferences." 

In  his  f|3eech,  Burke  obferved,  three  plans 
were  afloat  with  regard  to  America;  firft,  fim- 
ple  war,  in  order  to  a  perfeft  conqueft;  fecond, 
a  mixture  of  war  and  treaty;  and  third, 
peace  grounded  on  conceffion.  The  firft  plan 
was  to  be  effefted  in  two  ways;  the  one  dircd, 
by  conqueft,  the  other  indirect,  by  diftrefs.  The 
forces. to  be  employed  in  America  amounting 
on  paper  to  no  more  than  26,000,  were,  he  con* 
tended,  infufficient  for  conqueft;  and  without 
anticipating  the  fuccefs  or  fruftration  of  the 
plan  of  diftrefej  he  objeSed  to  it  ag  not  leading 
to  a  fpeedy  decifion.  The  longer  our  diftrac- 
tions  continued,  the  greater  the  cliance  of  in- 
terference by  the  Bourbon  powers,  which  in  a 


i  86  to  31. 

»  See  the  bill  in  the  parliamentary  Regifter,  vol*  iii.  p.  iS^- 

protrafled 
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protrafted  war,  he  confidered  not  only  proba-   crap. 
ble,  but  certain;  and  this  country  was  utterly    ^^' 
incapable  of  coping  with  America  and  thole     x775* 
powers  in  conjunftion. 

The  fecond  proje^)*,   of  force  mixed  with 
treaty,  appeared  molt  favoured  by  minifters,  but 
met  with  his  decided  dilapnrobation.    Minifters 
did  not  propofe  to  negotiate  with  the  prefent, 
or  9,ny  other  general  congrefs  or  meeting,  but 
with  the  feveral  aflemblies  diftinftly.     In  tliis 
fcheine  they  knew  they  could  not  fucceed,  be^ 
caule  the  chartered  alfembly  of  one  principal 
province,  that  of  Maflachuflet's  Bay,  was  de* 
ftroyed  by  aft  of  parliament.      No  alfembly 
would  fit  under  the  new  ^onftitution,  becaufe 
the  inhabitants  muft  then,   as  a  preliminary, 
fiirrender  the  principal  objeft  for  which  they 
had  armed;  and  thus,  before  the  opening  of  the 
negotiation,  decide  the  conteft  againll  them- 
felves :  the  treaty  muft  therefore  ftumble  on  the 
threlhold.     Befides  this  fundamental  objedtion, 
he  urged  the  impoflibility  of  ever  terminating  a 
negotiation  with  fo  many  provinces,  of  fuch 
different  conftitutions,  tempers,  and  opinions, 
while,  in  the  mean  time,  hoftilities,  with  their 
whole  train  of  difadvantages,  accidents,  and 
ruinous  expences,  would  be  continued.     The 
objefts  of  treaty  muft  be  either  the  recognition 
of  abftraft  rights,  on  as  large  &,  fcale  as  parlia- 
ment claimed  them,  to  which  the  Americans 
would    never  fubmit;    or  upon  a  leffer,    to 
which  they  had  already  fubmitted.     Another 
objeft  of  treaty  might  be  a  praftical  recogni- 
tion of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  for  ^ 
a  revenue,    either  nominal  or  beneficial  ;   if 
nominal    it  amounted  only  to  a  fpeculative 
acknowledgment  of  right,  which  they  would 
for  evef  refufe ;  if  beneficial,  they  would  grant 
J  4  it; 
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CHAP,  bf  difficult;  and  he  was  confident,  bothfiom 
XXVII.  the  nature  of  the  queftion,  and  from  rafonna- 
iT7$.  tion  which  did  not  ufe  to  fail  him,  that  this 
WIl  would  reftore  immediate  peace ;  and  as 
much  obedience  as  could  be  expededafterfa 
rude  a  fliock  had  been  given  to  government, 
and  after  fo  long  a  continuance  of  public  dif- 
turbanccs. 
Ably  op.  This  propofition  occafioned  a  long  debate, 
VpM  by  in  which  the  principal  fpeakers  on  both  fides 
lwoa?L  engaged,  with  their  utmoft  fpirit  and  abifty. 
The  chief  opponent  to  Burke,,  whole  argwB^ti 
are  preferved,  was  governor  Pownall.  FoHow?Bg 
the  mover  in  his  divifion  of  the  fubjeft,  heex- 
pofed  many  fallacies  in  his  reafoning,  and 
many  errors  in  his  ftateraents.  He  gave,  as  an 
analyfis  of  Burke's  theory,  that  Great  Britai 
muft  either  change  the  fentiments  of  the  Ame- 
ricins  by  negotiation,  or  fubdue  the  riflng 
Tpirit;  the  rifing  fpirit  was  not  to  befubdueii 
and  while  war  lafted,  it  was  not  to  be  changed 
by  negotiation:  parKament  muft,  therefore, 
previoudy  make  conceffions,  difavow  their  de- 
clarations, repeal  their  afts,  f«e  for  peac?,  ^rad 
the  Americans  might  grant  it.  By  this  plan 
the  unfufpefting  conficlence  of  the  colonics 
muft  be  regained  by  removing  the  grounded 
the  difference.  Even  fuch  a  proje6i;  was  not 
Tocommended  by  experience  :  "  when,  the 
'"  ftamp  aft  was  repealed,  the  mover  fays,  tBc 
'*  Americans  refigned  themfelves  to  their  for- 
*'  mer  unfufpeAing  confidence  ;"  the  declara- 
tion  of  congrefs  exprefsly  contradi^s  the  af- 
fertion !  ^' Afler  the  re[)eal  of  the  ftamp  aft" 
tiiey  fay,  "having  again  refigned  ourfeiv^to 
^*  our  ancient  unfufpicious  affeftions  for  tte 
"  parent  ftate,  and  anxious  to  avoid  any  coin 
M  troverfy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favourable 
:  "  alteraW 
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^'  alteration  in  fentiments  and  meafii res  towards  chap, 
'*  us,  we  did  not  preft  oor  obje6lions  again  ft  ,22^XiIr 
•*  the  above-mentioned  ftatutes  made  fubfe-^     *775* 
^*  quent  to  the  repeal."    Among  thele  were  the 
ieclaratory  si&^  and  the  a6l  for  impofing  other 
luties  in  lieu  of  that  which  was  retracted. 

Governor  Pownall  then  entered  into  a 
letail  of  the  various  at^s,  which,  from  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  Charles  IL  had  laid 
luties  on  the  colonies  for  the  purpofe  of 
raifing  a  revenue  for  England  ;  he  fhewed  that 
;bc  Americans  required  a  repeal  of  thefe,  as 
u^ell  as  of  the  fubfequent  afts,  and  that  they 
neither  were,  nor  could  be  content  with  what 
leas  done  in  3  766.  Burke's  propofition  there- 
fore did  not  go  back  fofar  as  congrefs  de- 
manded, not  even  fo  far  as  the  year  1763; 
the  deckiratory  aft  and  the  revenue  a6l  were 
eft  unrepealed,  while  congrefs  ftated  their 
ibhorrence  of  the  former  law,  demanding 
w^hat  was  to  defend  them  againft  fo  enormous, 
Co  unlimited  a  power.  This  fault  in  the  plan 
irofe  from  the  propofcr's.  paitiality  to  his  own 
Friends,  under  whofe  aufpices  the  obnoxious 
ifts  were  paffccL  The  Americans  would  not 
be  fo  fatisfied  j  for  when  they  limited  their 
prefent  demands  to  the  infringements  of  their 
rights  fince  the  year  1763,  they  carefully  re- 
ferved  the  further  confideration  of  the  general 
date  of  American  claims  to  a  future  day.  The 
governor  was  adverfe  to  all  partial  conceffions  » 
ind  repeals,  whicli  could  produce  nothing  but 
m  endleis  fucceffion  of  quarrels  and  tempo- 
rary reconciliations.  The  bill  itfelf,  although 
grounded  ou  the  complaints  of  American 
grievances,  did  not  afford  the  redrefs  and  re- 
medy: it  went  only  to  the  year  1766,  but  to 
be  real  and  efficient^  it  milft  be  extended  to 

.  167«. 


«3ft  HISTQIlY   OF  ENGLAND. 

<2HAP.  167^.  **  They  complain,'/  he  faid,  "of  thead- 
xxvu.  <*  miralty  jurifdiction:  now  that  is  as  old  as 
"^7$^  "  the  acl  of  navigation.  By  that  ad;  fhips  navi- 
"  gated  contrary  to  law  were  to  be  ieizcd,  and 
**  might  be  brought  to  the  court  of  admiralty 
"  in  England,  on  the  exprefs  principle,  thtf 
*^  there  fliould  be  no  party  juries.  For  the 
''  eafe,  and  not  the  aggrieving  of  the  fubjeS, 
*'  courts  of  admiralty  vei-e  afterwards  efcablift- 
*'  ed  in  the  colonies,  and  all  this  lyftem  flood 
**  eftabliflied  before  1764.  To  my  argument 
"  it  is  nothing  how  far  this  is  right  or  iiTong^ 
**  grievous  or  ofherwife;  but  the  Aaiericais 
*'  complain  of  it ;  and  if  the  bill  which  is  to 
^  aiFord  redrefs,  ;and  concede  to  their  cobh 
"  plaints,  muft  he  effeftual,:  in  order  to  gain 
*'  their  confidence,  this  bill  does  not  go  6r 
^*  enough :  there  are  others  willing  to  go  fur- 
"  ther/' 

H  jt  then  mbved  the  pre\'ious  qtieftion,  which 
was  decided  in  the  negative." 

Ml. 

n  ftio  to  lOjf.  Ih  the  courfe  of  thk  dd^tte.  Sir  Gcosrge  SiA 
with  tonfiderable.  pl^afantr^y  fup|>o(cd  the  hoik  of  OKDmaiit  ffei 
American  eongrefs,  and  ailigned  to  the  principal  peiibiis  tbe  da* 
racers  of  the  leading  Americans.  *^  Toe  leanied  gexitteman,  Mt. 
«  Wcdderbume,  for  hit  quiet  Jind  temperale  charadcr»  Ipirk  d 
**  moderation,,  deep  philofoph^,  love  of  liberty  and  his  cogmij^ 
<*  I  vt^iil  fuppufc  is  Dr.  Frdnklm.  I  have  fixed  upon  htsni  faeidoy 
«<  as  hid  |iarticular  friend.  His  neighbour,  lord  George  Gennsii^ 
^  is  general  Putnam.  His  next  neighbour,  lord  Norlby  Ml 
'<  Adams.  And  there  is  a  gentleman,  X  can  foppoTe  t*  be  Bit. 
«<  Hancock — I  beg  your  pardon  Mr.  Speaker,  (bowiag  to  At 
*'  fpcaker)  you  are  Mr.  Hancock.  Now  I  wiU  fuppolc  aS  tMA 
*'  great  men  got  together ;  and  our  Dr.  Fraaklin  to  take  vp  Ae 
**  defence  of  /the  colonies  with  &11  that  wit  and  doqaeoce  of  nM 
*S  be  b  mafter.  .1  will  oniy  fuggcft  the  topics  apon  which  be  wooH 
<*  talk/^  He  then  put  ail  (he  llrongeft  words  and  arguaeaii  ja 
dei^ence  of  America,  into  the  mouth  of  this  fuppofed  Dr.Praakliii 
and  went  on  in  the  fame  mdnner  wi^h  the  otncr  imagtnarf  per- 
Tons.  Fox,  with  grea^  ^i'  and  readinels,  g^ave  a  deferaMi  if 
the  treafury-bencliv  beginning  with  Mr.  EIus,  aod  esdiog  wA 
Mr.  Cornwall,  by  ^  Angle  epitliet,  happily  mailing  the  cta» 
racters  of  oach  with  fine  i'Attrc,and  wirhout  breacbof  daoonci* 


And  Wedderburne^  in  anfwer  to  au  obieivation  of  Burke,  on  tbc 
3  coodttfi 
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Mr. Hartley  renewed  his  conciliatory ef-  chap, 
forts,  apologizing  for  his  perfeverance  by  ad-   ^^^^; 
verting  to  uie  magnitude  of  the  object,  upon      1775'- 
which  not  only  the  fate  of  our  own  times,  but  ^^3\ 
of  all  future  ages,  both  in  this  country  and  propoC- 
America,  would  flepend.      He  took  the  ground  ^"*"** 
of  his  propofition  for  pacification  from  the  pe- 
tition of  congrefe,  which  he  characterized  as. 
moft  dutiful  and  affeftionate,   humbly  fuppli- 
cating  the  king  to  become  the  mediator  of 
peace  between  them  and  their  parent  ftate. 
Lord  North,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion, 
having  exprefled  an  ardent  wiih  that  afFair«ii 
vere  in  the  fame  ftate  as  in  the  year  1 763 ;  Mr.' 
Hartley  would  unite  with  him  on  thofe  terms.;' 
for  although  he  confidered  the  miniftry  at  all 
times  aggreffors,  he  thought  it  not  unreafon- 
able  to  expeft  from  America  fome  conceffion  to 
the  national  honour.     The  Americans  had  of- 
fered to  make  any  reafonable   facrifice;   he 
would  embrace  the  fuggeftion,  and  as  a  han- 
kering after  revenue  ftill  lurked  in  the  minif- 
ter's  hearty  he  might  alio  obtain  a  revenue  if  he. 
would  receive  it  in  a  conftitutional  way.   Eveu 
fuppofing  that  a  riglit  to  tax  America  could  be 
proved,  juftice,  which  is  fuperior  to  all  rights, 
would  require  its  dereliftion.     It  is  the  prero- 
gative of  the  commons  of  England  to  give  and 
grant  by  their  own  reprefentatives ;  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  polfefs  the  fame  prerogative; 
which  has  always  been  equally  enjoyed  by  the 
commons  of  America.     Had  the  reverie  been 
|rue;  had  the  right  of  taxing   unreprefented 
America   been  undifputed,    and  the  exercife 

cuftomary 

-  I '  ■  ■■■■«'■■-•>■       i  r 

«wdu&  of  I>cmofthcne8,  defcanteJ  on  the  faiftory  of  that  period, 
*jih  allufion  to  the  prefent  timet.  His  fperch,  thoug^h  it  was  three 
o'dock  in  the  moroine,  awakened  the  attention  of  cyctv  individual 
^thehoufe. 


834  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHA^.  cuftomary  and  notorious ;  yet,  confideringtlic 
^^^i'-  opprcflion  and  grievances  of  unrcprefented  tax- 
1775-  ation,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  paxiia^ 
ment  to  re6^ify  the  conftitution  of  America  by 
the  Britifli  model.  If  adniiniftration  m  ere  fin* 
cere  in  the  defire  for  peace;  he  would  offer 
terms  of  accommodation  by  wliich,  if  the  Ame- 
ricans were  replaced  in  the  fame  poiition  as  in 
1763,  thev  Ihonld  give  full  fatisfadion  ontl^ 
point  of  honour,  and  an  efFeftual,  not  mert 
verbal  recognitioii  of  the  authority  of  the  mo- 
ther-country as  it  then  was.  Tlie  teft  ihoold 
be,  the  regillering,  by  the  affembly  of  each  pro* 
vince,  of  ibme  aft  of  parliament  on  principles 
of  juftice,  and  fuch  as  the  colonies  would  ia 
1763  have  received  with  a  fdent  and  thankfol 
compliance. 

His  motions  were,  firft,  for  a  lufpenfion  of 
arms  during  the  treaty  of  pacification ;  fecond, 
for  a  reftoration  of  the  legiflature  of  Maflachuf- 
iet's  Bay,  according  to  the  charter;  third,  for 
a  bill  to  eftablilh  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in 
criminal  cafes  to  all  flaves  in  North  America, 
and  to  requeft  the  regiftering  of  that  acl  by 
the  afjiniblies  in  each  colony.  This  was  the 
propofed  teft.  Fourth,  for  a  bill  to  reftoc 
the  Americans  to  the  pofition  in  which  they 
were  in  1763  ;  and  fifth,  for  a  free  pardon,  in- 
KejeOed.  dcmnity,  and  oblivion.  They  Mere  all  ne- 
gatived.* 

These  motions  appeal'  to  contain  fome  good 
principles  of  concHialion,  if  conciliation  w» 
indeed  pofliKle:  the  arguments  againft  them 
are  not  preferved.  Lord  North  objecied  to  the 
attempt  as  unfcafonable,  till  experiment  bad 
been  made  of  a  nieafure  of  fuch  vail  extent  as 

•    122   to  »»• 

the 
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the  prohibitoiy  bill,  which  was  then  pafiing  chap. 
iJirough  the  houfe.  3^^ 

This  meafure  \vzs  introduced  by  the  minif-  ^77 s^' 
£T  himfelf,  for  the  purpofe  of  terminating  all  BTii^for^^* 
litercoarfe  with  the  colonies  during  the  rebel-  prohibiting 
ion,  repealing  the  Bofton  port  and  rcftrain-  <^?'j»'[nf- 
ng  acts,  and  enabling  ttie  king  to  appomt  coarfewith 
soimniiTioners,  and  iifue  proclamations  in  cer-  America, 
;ain  cafes*  He  explained  the  neceffity  of  re- 
training the  American  trade  during  the  rebel- 
lion, and  the  juftice  of  immediately  removing 
ht  reftraint  from  any  colony  wherein  it  might 
:eafe ;  the  Bofton  port  a^i,  and  other  a6U  of 
aft  year,  being  framed  on  other  grounds  and 
rbr  other  purpofes,  would  impede  this  opera- 
tion ;  the  reftraining  a^ts  were  civil  coercions 
igainft  civil  crimes;  but  in  a  ftate  of  war,  the 
)rovifions  were  inefFedual,  and  others  became 
leceffary:  thofe  he  now  propofed  would  be 
ifed  in  w^ar  with  any  country ;  but  were  fram- 
;d  under  provifos  facilitating  the  approach  of 
)eace.  The  charter  afts  could  not  be  repealed 
ft'hiie  the  Americans  denied  the  right  of  mak- 
ing them:  the  bill  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  there  was  no  occafion  to  repeal,  becaufe 
the  country  being  in  a6lual  war,  martial  law 
took  place,  and  there  were  no  courts  in  which 
it  could  operate.  He  iliould  alfo  be  ready 
to  repeal  the  tea  duty  on  the  fame  grounds ;  that 
lie  would  fufpend  every  exercife  of  the  right 
3f  taxation,  if  the  colonies  themfelves  would 
point  out  any  mode  by  which  they  would  bear 
iheir  fliare  of  the  burden,  and  give  their  aid  tq 
the  common  defence.  The  claufe  refpefling 
the  coramiffioners  meant,  belides  the  granting 
;)f  pardons,  that  they  fliould  inquire  into  any 
material  change  of  circumftances  in  the  colo- 
nies; remedy  real  grievances  or  opprcflions; 

and 
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CHAP'  and  if  any  part,  or  a  whole  colony,  returned  t9 
^^*    a  proper  Itate  of  obedience,  declare  that  colony 
»775»     or  part  to  be  in  peace,  upon  which  the  reftric- 
tions  in  the  prefent  bill  were  to  ceafe. 

In  vindication  of  his  own  conduA,  lorf 
North  obfcvved,  the  difpute  about  taxation, 
was  begun  and  prepared  before  he  engaged  in  it 
as  a  minifter,  he  embraced  it  when  the  colonies, 
being  already  taxed,  difputed  a  right,  whid> 
the  country  had  determined  not  to  funeDdcr. 
If  the  colonies,  by  appealing  to  arms,  had  made 
war  the  medium,  although  peace  was  the  only 
point  he  ever  retained  in  view,  he  muft  purfac 
it  through  that  medium.  To  thefe  principles 
he  declared  his  ftedfaft  adherence.. 

Fox  decried  the  propofition  as  tending  to 
deftroyall  trade,  with  America,  and  accaiedtbe 
minifter  of  defigning  to  ruin  the  manufaduren 
in  ordqr  to  induce  them  to  inhft  in  the  annr, 
which  could  po  otherwife  be  recruited.  He 
moved  as  an  amendment  to  omit  the  whole  of 
lord  North's  propofition,  except  what  related  to 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  laws. 

During  this  debate  the  nature  of  civil  wars* 
and  the  propriety  of  aftive  exertion  in  military 
commanders,  when  their  opinions  were  n?- 
pugnant  to  the  fervice,  was  brought  into  dif- 
cuflion.  Ivord  Howe  declared  he  did  notcou- 
ceive  any  ftruggle  fo  painful,  as  that  betweea 
duties  as. an  officer,  and  as  a  man.  If  left  to 
his  choice,  he  certainly  fhould  decline  to  fervc, 
but  if  commanded,  it  was  his  duty,  and  k 
ihould  not  refuic  to  obey. 

Generat.  Conway  urged  the  diflfcrcrKt 
between  a  foreign  war,  where  the  whole  cm- 
munity  was  involved,  and  a  domeftic  war  on 
points  of  civil  contention,  wherein  the  com- 
munity was  divided.  In  the  firft  cafe,  no  offi- 
cer 
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cerous^ht  to  call  in  queftion  the  juftice  of  his  chap. 
country :  in  the  latter,  a  military  man,  before   ^^^^ 
he  drew  his  fword  againft  his  fellow-fubjefts,     1775. 
ought  to  examine  his  confcience,  whether  the 
caufe  was  juft 

Thurlow,  with  becoming  indignation,  de- 
cried thefe  fentiments.  Let  the  honourable 
gentleman,  he  faid,  juftify  his  confcience  to 
himfelf,  but  not  hold  it  out  as  a  point  of  doc- 
trine to  be  takeiLUp  in  a  quarter,  and  line  of 
fervice,  where  his  opinions  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  great  influence;  for  if  once  eftabliftied  as 
doftrine,  they  muft  tend  to  a  dilfolution  of  go- 
vernment Lord  North's  propofition,  he  con- 
tended, retained  the  habitual  exercifeof  taxa- 
tion, and  left  an  opening  to  America,  of  a  per- 
miffion  to  raife  her  fliare  of  fupply  towards  the 
common  defence,  by  granting  it  in  her  OM-^n 
affemblit^,  and  giving.it  in  her  own  way.  On 
this  principle  he  was  willing  to  coincide,  in  any 
meaiure  that  might  afford  ground  for  conciHa- 
tion ;  yet  he  thought  the  only  fiwe  and  per^ 
manent  bafis  wpuld  be  a  definition  of  the  rela- 
tion between  the  mother-country  and  her  colo- 
nies. He  added,  that  as  attorney-general,  he 
had  a  right,  by  writ  of fcire  facias^  to  fet  afide 
every  charter  in  America :  hut  in  bur  prefent 
fituation  fuch  a  procefs  would  be  juftly  the  ob- 
jeft  of  ridicule,  for  the  conduft  of  America  was 
not  a  matter,  for  judicial,  but  parli^tmentary 
animadverfion. 

Fox's  amendment  was  rejefied.' 

This  law  was  Vehemently  oppofed  during  its  sft  teitA 
whole  progrefs :  it  was-  decried  as  a  formal  ab-  ^^' 
dication  of  the  government  of  the  colonies,  and 
termed  a  bill  for  more  effectually  carrying  intQ 

y  t^s  to  €4. 

VOL,  II.  z  execution 
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CHAp«  execution  the  refolves  of  congrels,^    Petition 
^^    were  prefented  by  the  Weft  India  merchante, 
1775.      and  counfel  heard ;  an  attempt  was  made  to 
exclude  the  province  of  Georgia  from  its  owa- 
tion,  and  feveral  amendments  were  tenacwd 
in  the  committee.     Oppofition  was  carried  to 
the  extreme  of  political  violence  and  perfooal 
altercation  ;  but  at  length  the  bill  palfed  witt 
out  alteration/ 
thhatcd  in      Is  the  houfe  of  lords  the  conteft  was  notlcfi 
SjonU^    violent  and  acrimonious.     On  the  fecond  read- 
tyhDtc.  ing,  much  of  the  debate  turned  on  the  allega- 
tion in  the  preamble,  that  the  Americans  were 
in  rebellion.    The  peers  in  oppofition  contend* 
ed,  that  they  had  been  fprced  to  take  up  anns 
in  defence  of  their  property,  which  feveral  afls 
of  the  legiflature  iiad  attempted  unjuftly  ta 
wreft  from  their  hands;  they  were  refifting  ads 
pf  violence  and  injuftice,  ads  oppreffive,  crud, 
and  tyrannic,  confcquently  fucn  refiftanccvas 
neither  treafon  nor  rebellion,  but,  in  every  poli- 
tical and  moral  fenfe,  perfeftly  juftifiable. 

This  mapner  of  lj>eaking  was  vehemeBtly 

cenfured  by  lord  Lyttlcton,  who,  in  the  phrali 

of  Cicero,  ftyl(»d  it  immoderata  licentia  cm- 

cionis;  and  the  carl  of  Denbigh  infifted,  that, 

by  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  realm,  any 

other  treaibnablc  txprdVion  might  be  as  veil 

jultified,  under  the  claim  of  excrcifing  the  pri- 

,     vilege  of  fpecch,  as  the  aflertion  that  Aineri* 

ca  was  not  in  rebellion,  or  that  refiftance  to 

the  a6ts  of  a  Britifli  parliament  is  nomorethaq 

.  .  refiftance  to  the  moft  wanton  adt  of  tyranny 

•  -   and  oppreffiun.    Thofe  Mho  defend  rebeJIioB, 

.Ja^  faid,  are  themfelves  little  "better  than  rcbdsi 

1  HiAory  of  lord  North's.  Adminiftratioo.  p.  120. 
"t  Tbfi  fiiuji  diYtfiop  was  %t%  tfi  t^ 
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and  there  is  no  great  difference  between  the  chap, 
traitor  and  him  wiio  openly  or  privately  abets  ^^SSIIrj 
treafon.  *?75» 

A  PHOT  JEST,  figned  by  eight  peers,  was  en-  ftotA 
tered  on  the  journals  againu  committing  the 
bill/ 

During  its  further  progi^efs  feveral  amend'* 
raents  were  made ;  delay  was  attempted,  and 
a  petition  prefented  from  the  merchaats  of 
Ikiftol,  requefting  a  fufjienfion  of  its  opera^ 
tipns  for  two  months ;  Jjut  without  effed. 

On  the  laft  reading,  lord  Mansfield  defend-  «oth  Ofc. 
ed  tlxe  meafure  in  all  its  parts,  and  the  qondud 
of  government  towards  America  in  general. 
'^e  always  was  of  opinion,  that  the  people  of 
America  were  as  much  bound  to  obey  the  afta 
of  the  Britifh  .parliament,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  Ltpndon  and  IMiddlefex ;  and  thought  that 
ever  fince  the  peac^  of  Paris,  the  northern  co^ 
lf*«Mts  were  meditating  independency,    "  They 
*^  have  faid  fo  in  a  pnblicatiou  of  the  conti- 
"  nental  congrefs,  wnerein  they  thank  provi-. 
*'  dence  for  infpifing  their  eqcniies  with  the 
**  refoiution  of  not  attempting  to  carry  their 
**  fchemes  of  dominion  into  execution,  till  they 
"  had  jirrived  alt  a  growth  and  ftrength  fufficient 
**  to  refift  them.     Whatever  might  be  their 
"  wiflies  before  that  time,  tlieir  fituation  render- 
^*  ed  it  impra6licable,  becaufe  Great  Britain 
-*'  alone  could  protect  them  againft  the  jpower 
^*  of  France,  to  which  their  wuole  frontier  lay 
**  fxpofed.     Bat  allowing  all  their  profeffions 
^^  genuine,  th^ir  i^iclinations,  thofe  of  duty  and 
'*  refped towards  this  country,  that  they  entered 
-^  into  the  prefent  rebellion  through  the  in- 
^^  trigues  and  vtA  of  »  f^w  famous  and  ambi<r 

9  Thi»  4if  Iftm  ww  79  to  19* 
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tious  meBy  or  thofe  who  ultimately  direAcd 
them ;  that  the  (lamp  a£t  was  wrong,  that 
the  declaratory  law  might  affert  the  fuprc- 
macy  over^that  country,  but  it  ought  never 
to  be  exerbifed,  nor  amount  to  more  than 
fuch  a  power  as  his  majefty  claims  ova 
France,  ^  mere  nominal  dominion;  that  no 
troops  Ihould  be  fent  even  to  detend  the 
Americans,  without  their  own  permiifion; 
that  the  Admiralty  courts  fhould  never  be 
made  to  extend  there,  though  by  the  trial  by 
jury,  the  parties  themfelves  would  be  judges; 
that  offenders  againil  tlie  laws  and  authority 
of  this  country  fhould  be  tried  for  ofFcnco 
by  perfons  who  themfelves  were  ready  to  d^ 
clare  they  did  not  think  the  charges  crimi- 
nal; that  no  reflraints  iliould  be  laid  upon 
their  trade,  though  that  great  bulwark  of  the 
riches  and  conimerce  of  this  countrv,  thcafi 
of  navigation,  depended  on  fuch  rcmidions; 
that  every  meafurc  hitherto  taken  to  enforc? 
fubmiflion  to  parliamentary  authority,  wis 
cruel  and  unjufl,  that  every  roiniftiy  had 
been  tyrannic  and  oppreflive,  and  tlie  lafi 
M- orft  of  all ;  yet  admitting  all  this  to  be  tn«i 
was  Great  Britain  to  reft  inaftive,  till  America 
thouglit  proper  to  begin  the  attack,  and  gaui- 
ed  flrength  to  do  it  with  efieft  ?  We  are  nof 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  we  niuft  either  fight 
or  be  puifucd.  A  Swedilh  general,  in  the . 
reign  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  pointing  to  thfl 
approaching  enemy,  faid  to  his  troops,  *  Mf^ 
lads,  you  fee  tliofc  men,  if  you  do  not  kil 
ihern,  they  will  kill  you.'  The  fame  leoti- 
ment  is  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe.  If  vc= 
do  not  g;etthe  better  of  America,  Amenci\ 
will  get  the  better  of  ys.     They  have  begun; 

to  raile  a  nuxy  ;  trade  will  beget  opulenc*^ 

«8n4 
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^  dud  they  will  be  eimbled  to  hire  fhips  from  ch  ap« 

'*  foreign  powers.     It  is  faid  the  prefent  war  is    ^^J^ 

"  only  deienfive  on  the  part  of  America.     1$     1775- 

'*  the  attack  on   Canada,  or  the  attempt  at 

**  Hali&x,  a  defenfive  war  ?     Is  tlie  prohibiting 

"**  all  trade  and  commerce  with  every  other  part 

"  of  the  Britifli  dominions,  even  with  Ireland, 

**  for  which  they  exprefs  fuch  friendly  fenti- 

"  ments ;  is  ftarvmg  tne  fu^ar  iflands,  adting  on 

*'  the  defenfive?     No;  tliough  thofe  people 

**  never  offended,  noroppreffed  us,  we  will  dif- 

**  trefs.them,  fay  they,  becaufe  that  will  be 

*'  diftreffing  of  Great  Britain.     Are  we,  in  the 

**  midil  of  all  outrages,  of  hoftility,  of  feizins" 

"  our  fliips,  entering  our  provinces  at  the  head 

^  of  numerous  armies,  and  feizing  our  forts,  to 

^  ftand  idle,  becaufe  we  are  told  this  is  an  un*- 

"  jiaft  war,  and  wait  till  they  have  brought  their 

*'  arms  to  our  very  doors  ?     The  juftice  of  the 

"  caufe  muft  give  way  to  our  prefent  fituation ; 

**  and   the   confequences  which  muft  enfue, 

*'  fhould  we  recede,  would,  nay  muft,  be  infi- 

"  nitely  worfe  than  any  we  have  to  dread  by 

"  purfuing  the  prefent  plan,  or  agreeing  to 

"  afinajfeparation." 

The  bill  paflTed  without  a  diviiion.      Mn  aiftDcc. 
Hartley  vainly  attempted  to  procure  its  re- 
jection, when  returned  in  an  amended  ftate  to 
the  commons:  and  both  houfes  adjourned  for  »«ftA«4<i. 
the  Chriftmas  recefs.*  Rcccfs. 

During  tlie  feffion,  fevexal  changes  took  Changeiin 
place    in   the  adminiftration.     The  duke  of  ^^f^' 
Grafton  appears,  to  have  been  always  difpofed 
to  repeal  tlie  American  tea  duty,"  although  he 

<  In  a  fubfcquent  period  of  the  fefiion,  fome  iiippofed  partialidet 
and  imputed  frauds  id  carrying  this  a£V  into  etFe£l»  gavt  rife  to  comr 
plaints,  which  were  invenigated  in  parliament  j  a  committee  was 
t'ormedy  evidence  beard,  and  animated  debates  maintained  in  both 
houfes. 

*  See  Fox^sipcech  in  the  boufe  of  commonst  10th  Dec. 1 775. 

z  3        .  continued 
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continued  in  adminiftration  when  that  meafutc 
was  rejefted.     On  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion, 
he  feized  the  opportunity  of  cliimins:  popu- 
larity hy  oppofing   the    addrefs;    in    a  fliort 
period  he  refigned  the  privy  feal,  and  became 
an   aflive    member  of  oppofition*       General 
Conway  alfo  abandoned  the  caufe  of  admi- 
niftration, but  was  not  removed  from  the  go- 
7oih  Nov.  vcrnnicnt  of  Jeriey.     The  earl  of  Dartmoath 
^^         received  the  privy  feal,  and  lord  George  Ger- 
GcrMine,  tnainc,  uticlc  to  Uie  Duke  of  Dorfet,  fucceed- 
iccretaiyof  ed  to  the  fecretaryfliip  of  the  American  depart* 
A^r^Sa.    ^^^^'      This  nobleman,  dcfcended  from   the 
Hitcha.     illuftrious  race  of  Sackville,  dukes  of  Dorfet, 
^^^'       Tupported  the  (lamp  aft  under  Mr.  Grenville^s 
adminiftration.      His  pcrfou  tall   and    digni- 
fied, added  force  to  a  manfy  elocution :    his 
harangues    were    rather    argumentative    than 
florid :  without  refortingto  the  artificial  graces 
of  oratory,  lie  addreffed  the  judgment ;  eon* 
ftantly  confining  himfelf  to  the  fubjefl  under 
debate,  he  was  concife ;  and  as  he  never  rofc 
to  fpeak  but  upon  a  weighty  queftion,  he  was 
heard  with  attention,  and  fpoke  with  effeS. 
By  him  the  operations  of  the  war  are  fuppofed 
to  have  been  generally  planned,  and  to  him 
their  fuperin tendency  was  principally  intruft- 
cd.*'      I5ut  the  great  talents  of  this  able  mi- 
nifter  were  counteraded  by  the  unpopularity 
of  his  name,  and  the  ftigma,  whether  juft  or 
.    .         txnjuft,    affixed  to  his  military  chara^ler.     It 
is  almoft  uhneceflary  to   remind  the  reader, 
that  lord  George   Sackville,    who  had  taken 
the  name  of  Germaine,    having  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  after  the  battle  of  Minden,  do- 
Inanded  a  court-martial  to   inquire  into  his 
conduft,  was  declared  incapable  of  any  mili- 

*  Uiftory  of  lord  North's  Adminiftratioih  p-  ai«- 

tary 
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tary  employment.  This  fentence  was  enforced,  ch  ap* 
even  with  afperity ;  and  when  it  was  confirmed  ^^ 
by  his  majefty,  a  fevere  (iigma  was  added,  and  ms* 
commanded  to  be  given  out  in  pnblic  orders ; 
and  the  fame  day  his  majeily  in  council  ordered 
the  name  of  lord  George  Sackville  to  be  ftruck 
out  of  the  lift  of  privy-councillors.  By  the 
Rockingham  adminiilration,  he  was  reftored 
to  his  feat  at  the  council  board,  and  appointed 
joint  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.  Without  en- 
tering into  the  merits  of  the  queftion  refpeft- 
ing  his  difgrace,  his  appointment  to  his  new 
office  was  undoubtedly  very  unpopular.  Lord 
George  ooffeflfed  great  dignity  of  mind,  and 
ftcrling  fenfe ;  his  manners  were  rather  diftajit 
than  attraftive;  he  was  a  fevere  check  on  thofe 
-who  fufFered  a  lavifli  expenditure  through 
negle6l,  or  to  gratify  dependents,  or  with  a 
view  to  power,  popularity,  or  ambition. 

The  earl  of  Rochford  retiring  about  the  lothNor. 
fame  time,  was  fucceeded  by  lord  vifcount  Swuw«. 
Weymouth,  who  thus  refumed  the  office  he 
vacated  at  the  time  of  the  difpute  relative  to 
Falkland's  liland.     Lord  Lyttleton,  who,  on  i7tl>NoT. 
the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  had  oppofed  the 
addrefs,  was  gratified  with  a  feat  at  the  coun* 
cil   board,  and  the  office  of  chief  juftice  in 
Eyre  beyond  Trent.    Adminiftration  gained,  or 
rather,  for  a  time,  fixed  on  their  fide  a  florid, 
ready,  and  eloquent  fpeaker ;  but  the  reproach 
of  veifatility,  often   repeated,    prevented  the 
beneficial  eifefts  of  his  exertions. 

The  efforts  of  oppofition,  though  unfuc-  DcfpoD- 
cefsful  in  parliament,  threw  a  gloom,"  approach-  ^IJJJJ^'^^^ 
in^  to  defpondency,   over  the  miniftry:    the  tion. 
ailairs  of  America  became  daily  more  perplexed 
and^unpromifing,  and  the  probability  that  the 
caufc  of  congrels  would  become  more  gene- 

z  4  rally 
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CHAF.  rally  popular,  indicated  a  neceffity  for  in- 
w^^  creafingener^.  Treaties  were  concluded  wHh 
»77S-  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  fome  other  con* 
tinental  princes,  for  troops ;  but  the  etnpret 
of  Ruflia,  whofe  affiftance  was  expeded,  and  in 
a  certain  degree  promifed,*  refufed  to  pennit 
her  forces  to  be  engaged  in  a  foreign  fcrrice 
as  mere  mercenaries ;  and  though  flie  ftill  con- 
tinued on  the  nioft  amicable  terms  with  Great 
Britain,  and  held  out  a  profpeft  of  future  co- 
operation, no  immediate  affiftance  could  be 
obtained/ 

'  See  Gibbon*9  Kf  ifcellaneous  Works,  t.  i.  p.  495.  497* 
T  From  private  information.    AHb  rce<£uvre8  du  Roi  dc  Pnifrt 
'  lom*  iv.  p.  »9i. 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY- EIGHTH: 

1775  —  1776. 

State  of  Ireland.  —  Effect  of  the  American 

contejl.  *^  Money  bill  rejected.  —  Contract 

refpecting  troops. — Delated  in  the  Brit ijh 

parliament.  —  Debate  oh  the  treaties  with 

German  princes.  —  In  the  houfe  of  lords.  -^ 

Motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond.  —  Debate 

on  the  army  extraordinaries.—'The  duke  of 

Grafton's  conciliatory  propojkion.  —  A/r. 

Hartley's  propojition  to  place  America  on 

the  fame  footing  as  Ireland.-^  Sawbridge's 

motion  for  that  purpofe.  — Fox's  motion  for 

a  committee  of   inquiry.  —  Mifcellaneoufl 

tranf actions.  —  Wilkes's  motion  for  a  reform 

of  parliament. — Trial   of  the  duchejs   tf 

Kingjion.  —  Motion  for    infpecting     the 

porwers   of  commiffioners.  —  Againji  proro- 

gation.  —  King's  fpeech  on  terminating  the 

feffion.  —  View  of  the  conduct  and  politics  of 

foreign  powers,  —  France.  —  Spain.  —  Aitf 

tria. — PruJJia. —  State  oftheprefs  in  Eng^ 

land. — Dr.   Price's  publication. — Its  ef-^ 

fects. — Re-ejiablijhment  of  tranquillity  in 

the  city. 

RELAND  fhared  in  the  fenfatiotis  excited  by  CHAP* 
the  American  difpute,  and  during  the  go-  xxvin. 
vernment  of  lord  Harcourt,  ftrong  parties  were     1775.  ^ 
formed,  and  great  exertions  growing  to  matu-  j^^^ 
ritj^.    The  public  was  frequently  alarmed  by 
accounts  of  the  defe  Aion  of  manufadurers,  the 
migration  of  labourers,  and  the  fuccefsful  oper- 
ations of  rioters,  but  for  feveral  years  ho  im- 
portant tranfadion  occurred* 

As 


I 
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CHAP.       As  the  American  conteft  advanced,  the  par- 
^cxj^JJ*  liament  of  Ireland,  and  the  people  of  Dnblhu 


1775-     began  again  to  embarrafs  government  with  op- 
SeAmoi-  po^^^5<'^  ^^d cabals.    The  dilTenters  were adirc 
cncoatrd.  and  violent  ;*  and  the  guild  of  merchants  of 
the  metropolis,  befides  their  addrefs  of  thanb 
to  lord  Etfingham  on  his  refignatian^  voted  a 
iimilar  compliment  to  thofe  peers,  who,  *•  In 
"  fupport  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  oppofi- 
"  tion  to  'a  weak  and  wicked  adminiflratioD, 
"  protefted  againft  the  American  reftrainins: 
"  nills/'*    The   flieriffs  and  common-council 
were  alfo  defiroiis  of  imitating  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, by  tranfmitting  petitions  againft  the  roo' 
fares  relating  to  America,  but  were  reftraind 
sstb  Ang.  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldennen.     Indignant 
'^^^'        at  this  impediment,  they  declared  their  anxiety 
to  prefer ve  their  names  from  the  odium  which 
nil  pofterity  rauft  attach  to  thofe  who  promoted 
the  acls  carrying  on  in  America,  their  grief  for 
the  injured  inhabitants  of  that  continent,  zdA 
their  o\^ti  brave  countrymen  fent  on  the  unna- 
tural errand  of  flaughtering  their  fellow-fub- 
jcfls ;  and  rcfolved,  that  whoever  refufed  his 
confent  to  a  dutiful  petition  tending  to  unde- 
ceive the  king,  and  by  which  tlie  eifufion  of 
one  drop  of  fubjecl  blood  might  be  prevented, 
was  not  a  friend  to  the  conftitution. 
ToA  oa.       Th  e  lord  lieutenant  met  the  parliament  with 
l^^^^  afpeech  in  which  he  recapitulated  the  bene& 
lately  derived  from  the  liberality  of  Britain, 
reprobated  the  rebellious  fpirit  of  the  Amcri- 
canSy  and  recommended  attention  to  the  dH- 

*  GibboB^s  Pofthumous  Worksf  vol.  i.  p.  496. 

*  Annutl  Regiller,  1776,  p.  43.  The  addrefs  was  fffSeud 
under  the  corporation  feal»  and  |»MbiUhed  with  the  fcTecal  anftrm  or 
eaeh  peer. 
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ehatge. of  arrears  which  had  been  unavoidably  char. 
incurred.      A  money  bill  was  prepared  and  ^^JJJ* 
tranfmitted  to  England,  but  having  been  al-      *775* 
tered  in  council,  was  on  its  return  rejedled  by 
parliament;   which  prevented    an  immediate 
fupply. 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  of  vigorous  opera-  ajd  Nov. 
tion  refolved  on  in. the  Britifli  cabinet,  lord  ^""^jL 
Harcourt  requefted  tlie  houfe  of  commons  to  m)ops. 
concur  in  fending  out  of  the  kingdom  four 
ihoufand  men,  to  be  taken  into  Britilh  pay, 
andoiFering,  if  it  were  thedefire  of  parliament, 
to  replace  them  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
proteftant  troops,  as  foon  as  his  viajejiy  Jhotild 
be  enabled  fo  to  de ;  which   were  alio  to  be 
maintained  without  expence  to  Ireland.    The 
houfe  reluftantly  affented  to  the  required  di- 
minution of  their  national  force,  but  refufed 
the  aid  of  foreigners  in  their  ftead,''  and  the 
opposition  unfuccefsfuUy  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain an  afi;  for  embodying  the  militia.* 

This    was  the   firft  important  tranfaftion  ,^<i,F^ 
which  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Britifli  le-  177^- 
giflature,  after  the  recefs.     Mr.  T.  Townfliend,  ^^^i^ 
after  expatiating  on  the  privileges  of  parlia-  parliament, 
ment,  which  though  the  undoubted  right  of 
all  the  commons  of  England,  were  but  fe- 
condary  to  that  great  privilege  of  keeping  the 
purfe  of  their  conftituents  from  the  hands  of 
violence,  art,  or  fratid ;  read  the  proceedings 
of  the  Irifli  legiflature :  lord  Harcourt'^  mef- 
fage,  he  faid,  contained  two  propolitions,  both 
binding  on  the  Britifli  parliament,  to  pay  the 
troops  to'  be  fent  to  America,  and  to  replace 
them  with  four  thoufand  foreign  proteftants ; 

*  The  tlivinon  on  (his  occafion  was  io6  to  68. 
../  See  themeflages^  &c,  on  this  fubjeft,  Parliamenty  Rcgifter,  vol. 
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€BA1^.  twelve  thoufand  men  were  ftill  to  be  retamed 
'2^^-  in  Ireland,  which  was,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
»77^     relieved  of  an  annual  burthen  of  eighty  tboa- 
land  pounds.     Such  a  propofition  could  only 
.  originate  in  the  worft  defigns,  or  the  moft  cod- 
fammate  folly :  for  the  minifter  not  only  engago 
that  the  cxpence  fliall  be  borne  by  tl^e  BritiA 
parliament;  but,  adding  folly  to  temerity,  pro- 
inifes  that  eight  thoufand  men  ihall  be  taken 
into  i>ay,  although  no  more  than  four  thoufawi 
would  be  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain.    He 
complained  of  lord  Harcourt's  meflage  as  con- 
trary to  the  privileges  of  the  Englifh  houfeof 
commons,  derogatory  to  its  honour  and  autbo- 
fity ;  and  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry. 

The  debate  was  long  and  animated;  fie- 
qnently  degenerating  into  perfmialities:  tbe 
defence  of  lord  Harcourt  was  not  condii&ed 
fm  a  confiftent  principle ;  fome  infifted  that  Ac 
fpeaker  of  the  Irifli  parKament,  had  miflake!! 
,  the  fenfe  of  his  melTag6,  which  purported  only, 
that  his  majefty,  if  defired  by  the  Irifli  aild 
authorized  by  the  Englilh  parliament^  wouU 
pay  the  four  thoufand  foreigners.  Otiien 
«rgued  that  at  the  time  of  increafm^  the  Iiiih 
cftabliiliment,  the  king  had  engaged  that  twel« 
thoufand  troops  ihould  always  be  maintained  is 
•  that  kingdom,  except  in  cafe  of  aAual  invafion 
or  rebellion  in  England;  and  the  prefent  d& 
inand  for  troops  not  being  within  thofe  ex- 
ceptions, it  was  neccflary  the  king  flionld  be 
.  abfolved  from  his  promife  by  thofe  to  whom  it 
was  made.  An  application  to  the  commons ot 
(ireat  Britain  would  have  been  a  diretl  viola- 
tion of  the  promiie  to  Ireland. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  contended,  that  the 

meflage  was  an  experiment,  to  procure  the  re- 

^  caption  of  foreign  troops,  in  order  to  eftabliih 

a  precedent. 
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a  precedent,  which  might  be  afterwards  applied  c  h  A  r. 
to  other  purpofes.     It  was  the  aim  of  adminif-  ^^^j^ 
tration  to  habituate  both  countries  to  certain     177^ 
notions  which  mud  in  the  end  reduce  the  par- 
liament of  each'  to  mere  inftruments,  without 
will  or  independence.     It  was  a  fchenie,  how- 
ever deep,  formed  on  very  fimple  principles, 
and  had  a  diredl  tendency  to  veft  in  the  crowa 
tli«  virtual  power  of  taxing  both  countries.     In 
Ireland  the  miniiler  was  to  afk  fome  favour ; 
then  England  was  to  be  pledged:  in  England 
Ireland  was  to  be  taxed,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britiih  legiflature.    The 
various  modes  of  defence  were  ridiculed  with 
great  fuccefs  :  no  two  of  the  confidential  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  agreed  in  a  fingle  fenti- 
ment.     Some  allowed  the  meffage  to  import 
what  was  ftated  in  the  complaint;  others  ac- 
ceded to  a  part ;  while  a  third  was  fo  modeft  as 
to  contend,  in  defiance  of  every  rule  of  ra- 
tional   and    obvious    conftrudion,    that   the 
inelfage  meant  the  very  reverie  of  its  manilcll 
import. 

In  anfwer  to  an  infinuation  by  Dunning,  that 
altliough  this  famous  mefiage  had  been  dif- 
avowed  by  the  friends  of  adnnnillration  in 
England,  the  lord  lieutenant  would  not  have 
rifqued  fuch'  a  meafure  intirely  on  his  own 
judgment;  lord  North  acknowledged  his  co- 
operation in  giving  general  inrtru6tions;  but 
would  not  charge  his  memory  with  having 
affifted  in  framing  any  fpecific  authority  ou 
which  it  was  founded.  He  thought  it  how- 
ever perfeftly  juftifiable,  and  was  willing  to 
ihare  in  the  confequences. 

Thuhlow  treated  the  motion  as  a  mere  par- 
ty fquib,  denying  that  the  preamble  to  an  Irifti 
law  was  binding  ou  the  parliament  of  Great 

Britain ; 
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CH  AP.  Britain ;  and  lord  G«oi^  Germaine,  vhile 
^o^ji^  he  admitted  that  poffibly  the  lord  lieutraant 
177^-  might  liave  mifundei-ftood  or  exceeded  his  in* 
ibnidions^  and  that  the  bargain  was  not  com- 
mendable on  the  ground  of  economy,  contend* 
ed  that  the  firil  part  of  the  meilage  only  pro- 
pofed  a  matter  to  tlie  confideration  of  the  Iiiih 
parliament,  clearly  and  legally  withia  thecDQ- 
ititutional  exercife  of  regal  "power.  If  the 
king  had  not  promifed  to  retain  twelve  thou- 
fand  men  within  the  kingdom,  he  might,  by 
virtue  of  his  prerogative,  have  orderetT  all  the 
troops  to  any  part  of  the  British  dominions^ 
without  application  to  parliament. 

Both  miniftry  and  oppofition  teftified,  hi 

ample  and    unequivocal    terms,    the  general 

merits  of  lord  Harcourt's  adminidration :  and 

the  motion  for  a  committee  was  negatived,' 

and  all  inquiry  refufed. 

<hiiht  Lo  R  D  N  o  RT H  fubmittcd  to  tlie  houfe  copks 

^b  Gcr.   of  the  treaties  with  the  duke  of  Brunfwick. 

man         the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  the  hereditary 

frinces.      princc  of  Hcflfe  Caffel,  and  fubfequ^ntly  ono 

with  tlie  prince  of  Waldeck/    Thefe  poten- 

tates  ftipulated  to  aiford  an  aid  of  ieventeca 

tfaoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- two  men: 

the  terms  were  fomewhat  different,    but  all 

feemed  extravagantly  high.     Levy  money  u-as 

to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  7 1-  4^.  44L  each: 

all  extraordinary  lofles  in  battle   fi^g^>    by 

contagious  malady,  or  fliipwreck,  were  to  be 

<rompenfated   by  the  king,   who  was  alfo  to 

bear   the   expence    of  recruiting  the   corps. 

Three  difabled  men  wei^  efUmated  as  one  kii- 

•  fta4  to  106. 

^  The  dates  of  thefe  treatiet  were  3d  and  s  5  th  of  Janoazy^  9xd 
5th  of  Februaryi  1776^  That  with  the  priftcc  of  Waldedc,  dk 
«oth  of  ApriJt 

kd; 
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led;  the  troops  were  to  take  oaths  to  the  king  chaf. 
of  Great  Britain,  without  prejudicing  their  ^2!^] 
allegtanceto  their  own  prince;  to  be  employed  ^776* 
on 'no  extraordinary  fervice,  but  receive  pay, 
forage,  ai^d  provifion,  in  common  with  £ng« 
liih  troops,  and  two  months  pay  in  advance. 
Each  ot  the  princes  received,  befides  thefe 
fums,  a  fubfidy  of  difproporbionate  amount. 
Tp  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  fupplied  four 
thoufand  and  eighty *four,  an  annual  (lipend  of 
15,519 /.was  fecured,  fo  long  as  his  troops  re- 
ceived pay,  and  double  that  fum  in  the  two 
years  fubfequent  to  their  difmiffion.  For  twelve 
thoufand  men,  the  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caffel 
obtained  108,281  /.  per  annum,  and  was  to  re- 
ceive twelve  months  notice  of  difcontinuing 
the  payment,  after  the  forces  were  returned  to 
his  dominions.  The  prince  of  Heffe,  who  con^- 
tributed  fix  hundred  and  eighty-eight  men, 
was  recompenfed  with  an  annual  grant  of 
^,017  /. ;  and  for  fix  hundred  and  feventy  men, 
the. prince  of  Waldtfck  received  the  fame  fum. 
Ibe  dominions  of  the  princes  were  alfo  gua- 
ranteed againil  foreign  attack.* 

On  moving  to  refer  thefe  compads  to  the  »9«*»  ^^^ 
committee  ot  fupply,  lord  North  urged  the 
neceffity  by  which  they  were  occafioned.  Only 
three  queftions,  he  faid,  could  arife :  Whether 
the  troops  were  wanted  ?  Whether  the  terms 
were  advantageous?  and,  Whether  the  force 
might  be  deemed  adequate  to  the  intended 
operations  ?  The  reduS^ion  of  America  to  a 
conftitutional  ftate  of  obedience,  being  the 
great  objeft  of  parliament,  adminiftration  adopt* 
ed  the  bell  and  moil  fpeedy  means  of  effeding 

t  See  the  treaties  at  large  lO  the  Parliameatary  Regifter,  v.  iiL 
^  xS;.  and  jo4« 

it; 
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CHAP,   it;  men  were  thus  obtained  more  eaiiljr,  wai 

xxviTL   much  cheaper,  than  by  the  ordinary  mode  of 

i77«,     recruiting ;  and  tlie  force  thus  acquired  would, 

in  all  probability,  compel  fubmiffion,  poffibly 

without  further  eifuiion  of  blood. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  reprobated  the 
meafure  :  Britain  was  difgraced  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe ;  impoveriflied,  and  what  va% 
if  poffible,  worfe,  reduced  to  appl^  to  petty 
German  dates  in  the  moll  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner,  and  fubmit  to"  indigni- 
ties never  before  pr^cribed  to  the  crown  of 
a  powerful  and  opulent  kingdom.  Firfi,  the 
troops  were  to  enter  into  pay  before  they  be- 
gan their  mar6h;  ^a  thing  unprecedented  : 
lecondly,  levy  money  was  to  be  allow^: 
thirdly,  thofe  petty  princes  were  to  be  fub- 
fidized :  fourthly,  they  modeftly  infifted  od  a 
double  fubfidy :  fifthly,  tlie  lubfidy  was  to  be 
conjtinued  two  years  in  one  inftance,  and  ooe 
year  in  the  other,  after  the  return  of  tlie  tro(^ 
to  their  refpeftive  countries :  and  laftfy,  a 
body  of  twelve  thoufaiid  foreigners  was,  under 
XX\G  exprcfs  words  of  the  Uellian  treaty,  to  be 
introduced  into  the  dominions  of  the  Britidi 
crown,  under  no  controui  either  of  king  iff 
parliament. 

M K.  Corn WA tl  corroborated  the  miniiter's 
afiertion,  that  the  pecuniary  terms  of  the 
treaties  were  advantageous,  and  lower  tfaaa 
had  ever  before  been  obtained :  this  afiertion 
was  ftrenuoufly  denied  by  oppofition;  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  lord  George  Germaine,  and  loid 
Barrington,  in  defending  the  meafure,  admits 
ted  that  the  terms  were  fuch  as  the  princes  had 
prefcribed,  and  neceffity  compelled  the  mi- 
niftry  to  accept 
The  general  principle  of  letting  out  fub- 

jccb 
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jefe  to  hire,  to  fight  in  the  caufe  of  foreignersj  ch  ap.> 
did  not  efcape  fevere  ftriftures  ;^  and  the  ex-   P^j^f^ 
pences  of  the  conteft  of  which  thefe  compads     ,776. ' 
•were  a  fpecimen,  were  anticipated  as  enor- 
lnous4 

The  condu6l  of  adminiftration^  in  tlius  eiir 
gaging  the  affiftance  of  foreigners,  was  con- 
trafied  with  that  of  the  AmericansJ  «"  As  a 
"  proof  of  their  defire  for  peace,  they  tell  you 
•^  they  have  not  called  for  aid  on  the  rivals 
**  of  your  grandeur:  in  reward  of  this  for- 
**  bearance,  their  petition  is  rejected  unheard  ; 
*^  parliament  is  told,  the  king  has  with  fatis- 
**  fadion  received  friendly  offers  of  foreign 
"  affiftance ;  and  anfwer,  that  they  will  cheer- 
**  fully  enable  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
*^  offer.  An  American  congrefs  holds  in  abhor- 
"  rence  a  meafure  which  a  Britifli  parliament 
**  adopts  with  chcerfulnefs.  Perhaps  the  exam- 
*'  pie  of  this  very  a6l,  may  render  their  adoption 
"  of  the  lame  fatal  meafure  unavoidable.  A 
^'  fatal  meafure ;  becaufe,  when  foreign  powers 
^'  are  once  introduced  in  this  difpute,  all  pof- 
"  fibility  of  reconciliation  is  precluded." 

Germans  were  peculiarly  improper :  they 
*would  be  employed  in  enflaving  and  irritating 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  of  their  o\vii 
oountrymen,  many  of  whom  fled  from  tyrants 
to  feek  the  protediion  of  Britain.  Many  Ger* 
man  and   Indian  mercenaries    would   defert^ 

^  '<  I  fliall (a7 little,**  lord  Irnham  obferved,  "  tothc  feelings 
«•  of  tHoie  princes  who  can  fell  their  fabje^s  for  fuch  piirpofcs. 
**  We  have  read  of  the  humorift  Sancho^s  wiih ;  that,  if  he  were  a 
«<  princey  all  hia  fubje(ls  fliould  be  black-a^tnoora,  at  he  could^ 
«<  by  the  fale  of  them,  eafily  turn  them  into  ready  money :  but 
«  that  wiih,  however  it  may  appear  ridiculous,  and  unbecoming 
•<  a  fovereign,  h  much  more  innocent  than  a  princess  availing  him- 
««  felf  of  his  vaffals  for  the  purpoie  of  facrificing  them  in  fuch 
**  deftrudive  war,  where  he  has  the  additional  crime  of  makittg 
«<  them  deftroy  much  belter  and  nobler  beings  than  themfelves.** 

VOL.  11/  A  A  accept 
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CHAP,  accept  of  lands,  and  though  hired  by  bs^ 
xxvin.  it-atfue  with  the  enemy. 
«77^.  Tiijfc'.»E  ohjections  were  not  anfwered  in  de> 
tail ;  but  the  neceflity  of  the  meafure  was  re- 
peatedly urged;  the  probability  of  abridging' 
the  duration  of  hoftilities,  by  the  employment 
of  trained  veterans  inftead  of  raw  recruits,  ^t-as 
reprefented  as  fufficient  to  counterbalance 
every  difadvantaiife,  and  as  the  expenec  was  in- 
curred Tor  a  limited  period,  the  plan  was  really 
economical. 
4th  Mar.  In  the  debate  on  receiving  the  report  of  the 
committee,  an  addrefs  was  voted  to  the  kiog, 
on  the  motion  of  colonel  Barre,  for  cloathing 
the  German  troops  in  Britilh  pay  with  tl^ 
manufadures  of  this  country.' 
5th  Mar.  In  the  upper  houfe,  the  duke  of  Richmond 
bwife*of  nioved  for  an  addrefs  to  countermand  the 
Wrdt.  march  of  the  foreign  troops,  and  fuipeud  hoA 
tihties.  He  entered  into  a  hiftory  of  the  trea- 
ties concluded  with  landgraves  of  Hefle  from 
1 70S  to  1 76 1,  thewing  that  they  had  conftantiy 
advanced  in  their  demands,  never  failing  to 
eftablilli  former  extortions  as  precedents  for 
fucceeding  exadions.  He  then  computed  that 
under  different  heads  included  in  the  treaty, 
and  fubfequent  contingencies,  the  charge  for 
feventeen  thoufand  three  hundred  men  would 
not  be  lefs  than  a  million  and  a  half,  an  ex* 
pence  unprecedented  in  hiftory.  Towards  the 
clofe  of  th6  laft  w^ar,  an  ingenious  gentleman, 
Mr.  Mauduit,  calculated  tnat  every  French 
fcalp  cod  the  nation  ten  thoufand  pounds.  It 
would  be  right  to  confider  the  price  of  an 
American  fcalp,   when  the  hire  of  feventeen 

>  The  dirifions  werty  on  the  qiMitoii  for  referring  the  treario  fv  t 
committee,  241  to  St ;  for  ngrcetng  to  the  report,  ito  to  4S. 
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thoufahd  foreigners  amounted  to  a  million  and   chap. 
a  half.  xxvm. 

H  IS  grace  then  ftated  the  redundancy  of  offi-*  177^- ' 
cers  in  proportion  to  rank  and  file ;  the  danger 
of  keeping  fo  many  foreigners  together  under 
the  command  of  their  own  generals;  and  de- 
pided  the  expofed  and  perilous  fituation  of 
England^  ihould  France  or  Spain,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  our  weaknefs,  attempt  an  inva-* 
fion. 

These  obfervations  were  ably  enforced  by 
the  other  peers  in  oppofition.  The  opinion  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the 
World,  was  quoted  againft  the  employment  of 
foreign  mercenaries.  "  They  are  feditious, 
*'  unfaithful,  difobedient,  devourers,  and  de- 
•'  ftroyers  of  all  places  and  countries,  whither 
"  they  are  drawn>  as  being  held  by  no  other 
*'  bond  than  their  own  commodit}^  Yea,  that 
"  which  is  moft  fearful  among  fuch  hirelings 
*'  is,  that  they  have  often,  and  in  time  of 
"  ^eateft  extremity^  not  only  refufed  to  fight 
"  m  defence  of  thofe  who  have  entertained 
"  them,  but  revolted  to  the  contrary  part,  to 
^^  the  .utter  ruin  of  thofe  princes  and  Hates  who 
"  have  trufted  them." 

Vehement  cenfures  were  expreffed  againft 
the  power  refcrved  to  a  foreign  prince  of  ad- 
miniftering  juftice  within  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  better  to  eiFe6l  it,  an 
executioner,  with  fervants,  formed  part  of  the 
Heflian  eftablifliment;^  nor  was  any  limitalion 
or  exception  to  this  illegal  power  provided, 
even  ihould  the  civil  government  of  America 
be  reftpred.    The  iiipulation  to  aflifi  Hefle  was 

k  This  was  really  the  faft.    See  the  treaty.    Parliamentary  Re- 
piler^  ToL  iii.  p.  307. 

A  A  S  equally 


356  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  equally  reprobated:  if  the  landgraviate  was 
^^Ji^  attacked  in  conlequence  of  a  decree  of  the  im- 
1776.  perial  chamber,  we  muft  excufe  our  breach  oi 
the  treaty  by  our  minifter's  ignorance  of  the 
imperial  conftitutions,  or  enter  into  a  war,  like 
that  in  America,  not  to  maintain,  but  fubvert 
the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body. 

In  reply,  the  treaty  was  dated  to  be  dra^Ti 
up  in  the  ufuai  forms ;  tJie  calculations  did  not 
prove  the  comparative  dearnefs  or  cheapnefe  of 
the  terms:  it  was  filled  Math  pompous,  high* 
founding  phrafes  of  alliance^  but  they  were 
mere  phrafes,  the  real  objedl  of  Uie  contraft 
being,  not  to  create  an  alliance,  but  to  liiiva 
body  of  troo]>s  which  the  American  rebellion 
rendered  neceffary. 

On  the  latter  part  of  the  motion,  for  difcon- 
tinuiug  hoftilities,  the  old  topics  urged  againli 
the  war  were  advanced  with  additional  vio- 
lence, aided  by  fuch  new  arguments  as  recent 
events  and  more  modern  Ipeculations  could 
fupply.  Lord  Camden,  in  a  bitter  philippic, 
termed  the  war  wanton,  cruel,  and  diabolical 
The  duke  of  Grafton,  boafting  his  knowledge 
of  finance,  folemnly  averred  tliat  there  was  not 
a  fingle  tax,  in  the  power  of  the  moft  fruitful 
invention  to  devife  or  conceive,  that  would  in- 
creafe  the  receipt  at  the  exchequer.  Every  im- 
poft  tliat  could  be  fuggefted  would  interfere 
with  fome  other  already  exifting:  if  the  war 
iliould  continue,  national  credit  would  be  min- 
ed, and  the  kingdom  undone.  He  propbeficd, 
that  when  the  people  were  bending  under  the 
prelfure  of  taxes,  public  credit  departed ;  pub- 
lic bankruptcy  inevitable;  and  univerfal  ruin 
and  defpair  fpreading  themfelves  throughout 
the  kingdom,  then  no  longer  able  to  endurt 
fuch    calamities,    and    expecting  no    redrefe 

wliere 
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where  only  it  can  be  conftitutionally  fought,  chap, 
the  people  would  feek  relief  in  the  means  whicli  ^^}^ 
God  and  nature  had  pointed  out;  no  longer  »77S.' 
looking  up  to  parliament,  which  had  betrayed 
them,  been  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  and  inat- 
tentive to  their  interefts.  He  treated  with 
contempt  the  fuppofed  popularity  of  minifterial 
proceedings:  the  numerous  addrefles,  fo  much 
relied  on,  furniilied  no  proof.  At  nqtimefince 
the  eftablifhmeht  of  monarchy  did  this  teft  of 
public  opinion  manifeftitfclf  more  than  during 
the  reign  of  James  If.  AddreflTes,  congratula- 
tions, engagements  to  fapport  him  with  life  and 
fortune,  poured  in  from  every  quarter;  yet 
that  infatuated  monarch  fatally  difcovercd,  in 
the  hour  of  trial,  that  they  were  mere  eflFeds  of 
minifterial  art  and  court  adulation. 

The  population  of  America  was  pompoufly 
exhibited:  lord  Effingham  confidered  it  no  ex- 
aggeration, to  ftate  it  confiderably  above  four 
millions:  their  pecuniary  and  military  re- 
fources  were  defcri bed  as  truly  formidable:  the 
probability  of  Spanifh  affiftance  Mas  urged,  and 
an  invafion  of  Ireland  by  the  French  was  treat- 
ed as  eafy,  and,  from  the  difpofition  of  the  na- 
tives, fure  offuccefs.  The  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, in  a  ihort  fpeech,  declared  his  conftant 
oppofition  to  the  oppreflive  proceedings  again-ft 
America,  and  confidered  the  motion  as  full  of 
refpeft  and  duty  to  the  crown ;  and  affording  a 
bafis  for  a  happy  reconciliation  with  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  earl  of  Coventry  predi61cd  the  neceffary 
termination  of  the  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  "  In  the  body  politic," 
he  faid,  "  as  in  the  natural  body,  the  feeds  of 
'^  diffolution  are  contained  in  the  firft  vital 
"  prinqiples.     Sooner  or  later  the  event  muft 

A  A  3  "  happen; 


35S  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  **  happen;  and  human  wifdom  can  only  a- 
xxvoi.  u  ^^jj^  ^j;^^  duration  of  one,  as  the  greateft 
'77^.  "  care  and  attention,  employed  on  the  beft  na- 
**  tive  conilitution,  may  prolong  the  other. 
"  Look  on  the  map  of  the  globe,  view  Great 
^*  Britain  and  North  Amenca,  compare  their 
"  extent;  confider  the  foil,  rivers,  climate, 
*^  and  increafing  population  of  the  latter;  no- 
^'  thing  but  the  moft  obfiinate  bUndnefs  and 
**  partiality  can  engender  a  ferious  opinion 
*'  tliat  fuch  a  country  ^^U  long  continue  under 
'^  fubjedion  to  this.  The  queftion  is  not, 
**  therefore,  how  we  fliall  be  able  to  realize  a 
**  vain,  delufive  fcheme  of  dominion,  but  how 
**  we  Ihall  make  it  the  intereft  of  the  Ameri- 
'^  cans  to  continue  faithful  allies  and  warm 
**  friends.  Surely  that  can  never  be  effe6ied 
**  by  fleets  and  armies:  inilead  of  meditating 
**  conqueft  and  exhaufiing  our  own  ftrenrtli. 
*^  in  an  ineffeftual  ftruggle,  we  fhould,  wifely 
"  abandoning  wild  fchemes  of  coercion,  avail 
♦^  ourfelves  of  the  only  fubfiantial  benefit  we 
**  can  ever  expe^i;,  the  profits  of  an  extenfive 
"  commerce,  and  the  ftrong  fupport  of  a  firm 
"  and  friendly  alliance  and  compa^  for  mu- 
"  tual  defence  and  afliftance." 

The  miniftry  were  fupportcd  by  the  ufual 
arguments  on  the  general  fubjed  of  the  Ame- 
rican difpute;  the  hiftory  of  the  colonifb  was 
traced  to  its  origin,  and  their  conflant  difpo- 
fition  to  fa£lious  refiflance  clearly  demon- 
flrated. 

Lord  Temple,  in  a  pathetic  and  judicious 
fpeech,  reprobated  the  intemperance  of  oppo* 
fition.  '<  The  next  eafterly  wind,"  he  feid, 
**  will  carry  to  America  every  exprefiion  ufcd 
"  in  this  debate.  I  do  not  wifh  that  the  naked- 
**  uefs   and  weaknefs  of  my  country  ihould 

"  ftand 
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^*  itancl  confirmed  by  the  authority  and  fane-  chap. 
^^  tibh  of  tefti monies  given  in  this  honfe.  It  ^^j^' 
'^'  is  a  time  to  aft,  not  talk:  much  Ihould  be  1776. 
'*  done,  little  faid:  the  die  of  Av^ar  is  call,  the 
*^  fword  is  drawn,  and  the  fcabbaid  thrown 
"  away."  Paft  experience  could  not  juftify 
confidence  in  adniiniilration,  but  he  would 
not,  by  declaring  our  utter  inability  to  reduce 
the  Americans,  furnifli  a  golden  bridge  for  an 
ignominious,  ruinous,  and  difgraceful  peace. 
"  I  have  heard,"  he  faid,  "  the  war  called  un* 
**  juft.  1  know  not  who  in  this  houfe  has  a 
^'  right  to  call  itfo;  not  thofe  who  voted  for 
*^  the  declaratory  aft;  thofe  only  who  denied 
**  our  right  of  taxation,  and  how  very  few  were 
^'  they.^  I  cannot  approve  of  recalling  troops, 
"  and  publishing  the  terms  to  which  you  will 
5^  yield,  till  there  is  reafonable  aflUrance  of 
^*  their  not  being  utterly  rejefted.  Uncom- 
^'  mon  fagacity  and  difcretion  are  neceifary  to 
**  the  attainment  of  what  all  muft  eagerly 
*'  wifli:  when  the  happy  and  favourable  mo- 
**  ment  for  conciliation  ihall  arrive,  I  hope 
'^  minifters  will  feize  it;  I  wiih  them  fuccefs: 
^'  atleaft,  atfuch  a  crifis,  I  will  not  hang  on 
*'  the  wheels  of  government,  rendering  that 
^  which  already  is  but  too  difficult,  tlie  more 
''  imprafticable."" 

The  motion  was  negatived"  by  a  great  ma- 
jority: the  propofed  addrefs  was  entered  on 
the  journals,  with  the  names  of  ten  peers  fub- 
fcribed  protefting  againft  its  rejeftion;  but 
aiiigning  no  reafon. 

A  NEW  debate  in  the  houfe  of  common^  was  hA  Mar* 
occafioned  by  a  demand  of  845, 160/,  for  the  ^^a^on 
extraordinaries  of  laft  year.      Colonel  Barr^  \xtTM^ 

^  Only  five.        «  Lord  Temple  did  not  vote.  diiuurics. 

»  100  to  31. 
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CHAP,  drew  a  ludicrous  coTnpanfon  between  the  cam- 
I  ^^JiJ;  paign  of  Blinkers  Hill  and  Lexin&^on,  and  the 
■776.  glorious  exploits  of  the  immortal  Marlborough; 
the  forcing  of  the  lines  thrown  up  by  a  mob  hi 
a  fummer's  night,  was  oppofed  to  the  vit^ories 
of  Blenheim,  Schellen burgh,  the  conqueft  of 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  the  march  of  lord  Pe- 
terborough tlirough  the  vaft  kingdom  of  Spain, 
and  the  impreffions  made  by  tlie  duke  of  Or- 
mond  at  Vigo  and  Port  St  Mary.  Myftic 
river  was  compared  to  the  Danube;  and  the 
0})erations  of  a  war  that  pervaded  half  £urq)e, 
and  in  which  a  Britiih  army  and  foreigners  in 
Britilh  pay,  amounting  to  feventy  thoufand 
men,  rendered  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tilh arms  immortal,  was  balanced  againft  thofc 
carried  on  within  a  circuit  of  little  more  ex- 
tent than  the  fite  of  the  Britiih  metropolis. 
The  expence  of  the  former  did  not  exceed  two 
millions,  while  this,  including  the  expencesof 
the  fleet,  coft  nearly  three. 

Hopes    of  pacification   were  not  yet   re- 
nounced; or  at  leaft,  the  membei*s  of  oppofi- 
tion  thought  proper  to  fortify  their  caufe,  and 
embarrafs  adminiftration,   by   prefenting  new 
projeds. 
14th  Mar.       The  duke  of  Grafton  moved  for  an  addrei^ 
^Graf^    befeeching  the  king  to   ifliie  a  proclamation, 
ton'tcon.    declaring,  that  if  the  colonies,  within  a  reafon- 
^n^^T^     able  time,'  before  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
L^bT  "      troops,  Ihould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  or  to  the  commiffioners  under 
the  late  aft,  fetting  forth  what  they  confidered 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievances;  the  peti- 
tion (liould  be  tranfmitted  to  hismajefty;  who 
M'ould  confent  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms ;  and  to 
alfure  them,  that  .fuch  petition  fliould  be  rcr 
ceived,  confidered,  and  anfwered. 

Cox- 
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CoKTEMPLATiNG  With  horroT,  he  faid,  the  chap. 
confequences  of  the  bloody  conflifl:,  when,  on  ^^^JjU* 
whichever  fide  vidory  might  declare,  all  true     177^* 
friends  of  their  country  would  have  melan* 
choly  caafe  of  grief;  he  appealed  to  the  hu- 
manity of  the  houfe,  imploring  their  inters 
ference  to  avert  fuch  dire  calamities,  and  pre- 
vent the  effufion  of  blood.     Since  the  do6lrine 
of  unconditional  fubmiffion  had  been  efpoufed, 
it  would  be  merely  equitable  to  let  the  Ame- 
ricans know  the  ultimatum  of  tlie   mother-*- 
country,  as  they  might  then  either  agree,  or 
riik  the  confequences  of  refiftance. 

Examining  the  powers  of  conciliation 
granted  to  the  cpmmiffioners,  and  comparing 
them  with  the  king's  fpeech,  the  duke  profeffed 
himfelf  aftonifhed.  "What  does  the  claufe  fay? 
"  Commiffioners  are  to  be  appointed ;  and  that 
"  is  all.  What  are  they  to  do  ?  To  receive 
"  fubmiilions.  Does  it  ftate  what,  or  provide 
"  for,  any  conditions?  Have  the  commiffioners 
"  power  to  make  conceffions  ?  Not  one :  the 
"  alternative  is  refiftance,  or  unconditional  fub- 
"  miffion ;  eternal  hoftility,  unlefs  America  fliall 
"  inftantly  difarm,  furrender,  and  fubmit." 

Declining  to  enter  again  on  the  policy 
of  the  conflift,  the  duke  thought  adminiftra* 
tion  fhould  poflefs  full  and  unequivocal  proofs 
of  the  dilpofition  of  foreign  nations,  before 
they  ruflied  into  a  civil  war.  Little  reliance 
pould  be  placed  on  general  profeffions;  even 
confidential  engagements,  as  experience  had 
frequently  ihewn,  ferved  merely  to  amufe  and 
deceive.  France  and  Spain  w^ere  coUefting 
great  naval  and  military  forces ;  and  in  the 
laft  fummer,  two  French  gentlemen  went  to 
America,  had  a  conference  with  Wailiington 

at 


sea  HISTORY  ar  England. 

CHAP,  at  his  camp,  and  in  coniequence  of  his  it- 

'^j^!^}l^  fereuce,  repaired  to  the  congreis. 
tjTU  In  debating  this  propofition,.great  latitude 
of  difouilion  was  alTumed;  lord  Mansfield  ob- 
fervcd,  he  never  faw  it  carried  to  fo  great  an 
extent;  ahnoft  every  matter,  conneded  widi 
the  affairs  of  America,  was  amply  invefii- 
gated. 

The  pronofed  meafure  was  confidered  as Ae 
only  one  Munich  remained  to  extricate  the  coun- 
try from  the  inevitable  deftru&ion  attendant 
on  the  romantic  fyilem  of  conqueft  and  co- 
ercion, to  prevent  the  dire  conflif);  between 
refentment  and  defpair.  It  pro^ofed  no  terms 
which  might  embarrafs  admmiftration,  not 
even  fuch  as  mud  be  granted  in  temiinatkig 
the  war ;  for  very  few  were  now  fo  fanguine 
as  to  expe6);  that  America,  if  fubdued,  could  be 
held  in  peaceable  fubje^iion,  under  the  exercife 
of  taxation.  The  only  plaufible  objedion  vas 
faid  to  be,  that  by  receding,  Great  Britain 
wpuld  encourage  America  to  advance  more 
extravagant  demands ;  but  even  fliould  Ame- 
rica not  be  fatisfied  without  abfolute  indepen- 
dency, the  real  ground  of  the  quarrel  would 
be  clearly  and  definitively  underftood ;  the 
fentiments  of  all  paities  would  be  united ;  ad- 
^miniilration  would  acquire  ftability,  and  be 
enabled  to  unfold  their  plan  of  operations ;  tic 
only  fubjeft  of  debate  would  then  be,  whether 
•    it  were  beftto  conquer  or  abandon. 

To  urge  that  the  Americans  fhould  not  be 
treated  with  vhile  armed,  was,  in  faft,  to  le- 
fufe  all  treaty  :  for  a  whole  people,  engaged 
in  what  appeared  to  them  the  bell  of  cau&s, 
who  had  already  committed  therafelves  fb  far 
as  to  incur  the  cenfures  of  rebellion,  would 

not, 
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not,   while  they  retained  means  of  defence,   chap^ 
forego  their  only  hope,    and   fubmit  uncon-  S^^22* 
ditionally  to  thofe  whom  they  accufed  of  in-     177^* ' 
juring  and  oppreffing  them.    The.powers  grant- 
ed by  the  late  a6l  of  parliament  were  inade- 
quate to  the  commencement  of  a  treaty ;  the 
man  who,  under  fuch  authority,  ihould  make 
a  iingle  conceffion,  without  receiving  an  un- 
conditional   fubmiilion    or   furrender,   would 
hazard  his  neck.    To  what  purpofe  then  fend 
out    commiflioners,    when  any  treaty  or  in-* 
tercourfe  would  be  treafon  againft  the  king, 
the  itate,  and  the  legiilative  rights  of  parlia- 
ment ?    The  people  of  America  were  declared 
rebels;  and  fo  defcribed  in  the  very  aft:  no 
power  could  accommodate  the  fubfifting  dif- 
putes,  but  that  which  announced  their  crime, 
unleis  they  fubmitted  unconditionally;    and 
this  was  the  real  objeQ;  in  view,  though  con- 
cealed under  the  flimfy  claufe  for  appointing 
commiffioners:  it  was  an  attempt  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  crown,  under  pretext  of 
alTerting  the  rights  of  parliament ;  but  parlia- 
ment was,  at  all  events,  to  be  difgraced. 

The  peers  in  adminiftration  avowed  a  refo- 
lution  not  to  ceafe  hoflilities  till  America 
Ihould  fo  far  fubmit,  as  to  acknowledge  the 
fupreme  legiflative  authority:  fuch  was  the 
fubmiffion  tney  required ;  nor  could  the  country 
with  propriety  concede,  nor,  confidently  with 
her  honour,  dignity,  or  moft  effential  interefts, 
difarm  or  fufpend  operations,  till  the  colonies 
acceded  to  this  principle,  and  by  afts  of  duty 
and  obedience,  entitled  themfelves  to  the  fa- 
vour and  protedion  of  the  parent  ftate.  .When 
the  repeal  of  the  taxes  of  1767  was  in  agitation, 
America  having  queflioned  the  right,  It  was 
judged  expedient  to  retain  a  part  of  the  duties 

till 
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CHAP,  till  that  principle  was  fully  recognized;  con- 
xxviiL  cellions  would  now  be  macle  on  the  ground  of 
1776.  expediency  alone  :  for  if  the  right  of  taxation 
Mere  furrendered,  every  other  beneficial  rigbfe 
of  fovereignty  would  vanifli,  and  a  total  dif- 
folution  of  all  connection  with  America  mufi 
enfue ;  it  could  never  be  entirely  abandoned, 
becaufe  effential  to  the  very  nature  and  exer- 
cife  of  civil  government. 

Ministers  liad  been  willing  to  fuppofe  the 
difordei^s  local,  and  fomented  only  by  the  delu- 
five  arts  of  a  factious  few;  the  people  were  then> 
fore  treated  with  kindnefs;  every  reafonable  in- 
dulgence granted,  and  even  their  prejudices  ac- 
commodated. In  return,  they  regarded  fiivours 
as  indications  of  national  imbecility;  abufed 
lenity  and  liberality ;  and  imputed  humanity 
and  forbearance,  to  timid  backwarduefs,  aiwi 
want  of  ability  to  afl'ert  the  rights  of  the  nation. 
The  humanity,  equity,  and  policy,  profeflfed 
by  the  mover,  would  be  bell  confulted  in 
,  fending  the  firmaments  with  the  utmoit  expe- 
dition. Fear  might  exaft  a  conduft,  which 
duty  or  obedience  failed  to  infpire,  and  thus 
the  effufion  of  blood  would  be  fpared. 

Every  objc6l  propofed  by  parliament  fincc 
the  commencement  of  difputcs,  would  be 
fruftrated  by  adopting  the  motion.  Britain 
would  become! the  jeft  of  Europe,  and  the  ridi- 
cule of  thofe  very  people  for  whom  tlie  benefit 
was  intended.  Without  the  hope  of  favinga 
ihilling  of  tiie  enonnous  expence  attending  the 
armaments,  Great  Britain  would  lofe  a  cam- 
paign, of  which  the  enemy  would  avail  them- 
felves,  and  the  next  fpring  the  fame  courfe  muft 
be  renewed.  Nor  would  the  force  fent  out 
preclude  accommodation ;  it  might  reftore  the 
colonies  to  their  fenfes,  but  would  not  prevent 

^-Orr  the 
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^e  reception  of  terms  confiftent  with  the  dig-   chap. 
nity  of  parliament,  and  rights  of  the  parent   xxviir. 

.  The  powers  granted  to  the  commanders  in 
cbiefi  or  commiffioners,  were  declared  to  be 
clear,  fufficient,  and  perfedly  confiftent  with 
the  king's  prerogative. 

An^  attack  from  our  habitual  enemies  was 
confidered  chimerical.  Lord  WeymoUth  offi- 
cially aflured  the  houfe,  that  at  no  time  within 
his  knowledge  or  recoUedion,  huKl  Great  Bri- 
tain lefs  reafon  to  be  jealous  or  fufpicious  of 
thofe  courts.  Miniftry  had  received  repeated 
alfujrances,  accompanied  by  unequivocal  proofs 
of  their  pacific  intentions ;  and  although  they 
iliould  entertain  fentiments  diametrically  oppo- 
lite,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  involve  this 
country  in  a  war,  or  impede  the  operations 
againft  the  colonies.  The  tvv^o  Fjiench  gentle- 
men who  vifited  Wafliington,  and  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia,  were  travellers  actuated  by  cu- 
riofity,  or  traders  intent  on  mercantile  fpecu- 
lation. 

Lord  Sandwich  ably  vindicated  the  flate 
of  the  navy  from  feveral  objections,  general 
and  particular.  Lord  Hillfborough  explained 
andjuftified  his  letter  to  the  American  gover- 
nors in  1769.  Lord  Shelburne,  though  he 
fpoke  and  voted  in  oppofition,  difclaimed  the 
fentiments  of  his  aflbciates  with  refpeAtothe 
king's  prerogative  of  employing  or  difpofing 
of  his  military  force.*"     Lord  Dartmouth,  after 

obferving  - 

•  Lord  Shelbume's  opinion  on  this  occafion  defcrvcs  particular  no- 
tice :  he  laid,  "  The  difpofition  of  the  army  in  pariicuiar,  1  prediil 
*«  will  be  the  fource  of  great  doubt,  and  no  linall  contrariety  oi  fenti- 
**  ment  both  here  and  in  America.  I  however  put  in  my  claim  to 
••  be  underilood,  as  by  no  means  giving  up  or  being  willing  to  re- 
**  linquifh  the  right  inherent  in  the  lovereign,  of  ordering,  direilin^, 
<*  aad  itationing  the  army  in  whatever  part  of  the  empire  he  may 

«  thiuk 
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obferving  that  as  the  duke  of  Grafton  \sA 
framed  his  motion,  and  fupportcd  it  by  argo* 
mcnts  which  feemed  to  imply  an  alternative  of 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  conqueft  or  unGondi- 
tional  fubniiffion,  moved  the  peviotts  queftka 
ill  preference  to  a  dired  negative.  The  duke'i 
motion  was  loft,'  and  no  proteft  entered  on  the 
journals. 

Mh.  Hartley,  afterwards,  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  the  form  of  an  addrds  for 
empowering  the  commiffioners  to  offer  to  the 
Americans  fomefpecific  line  of  rational  obedi- 
ence, inftead  of  unconditional  fubniiffion ;  to 
give  aflurance  of  redrefs  of  grievances,  with 
full  fecuvity  of  all  conftitutional  and  chartered 
rights,  and  to  ilTue  a  proclamation  aifurinv 
them  of  being  placed  on  the  fame  footing  with 
Ireland,  in  regard  to  pecuniary  grants. 

Sawbridg£,  who  had  fucceeded  Wilkes  in 
the  office  of  lord  mayor,  by  the  in(tru6tion  of 
hisx^onftituents,  moved,  in  conformity  withilr. 
Hartley's  fuggeftion,  to  place  the  American 


'<  thjok  proper;  and  I  confefs  it  it  with  no  fmall  aftonifiMBCOtai 
'<  uneafineft,  I  have  heard  dodrines  of  a  very  different  nature  nnfli- 
'<  tained  within  this  houie  by  Several  lords,  whofe  more  particiibr 
*'  bufiners  it  is  to  watch  and  take  care  that  his  majefty^s  joft  picn>- 
**  gatives  be  maintained  entire  and  undinxiniihed  in  all  their  putt 
**  1  particularly  allude  to  the  tranfaAions  in  Ireland,  and  the  !»• 
*<  guage  held  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom.  When  I  bar  it 
**  aflened  that  the  military  force  of  this  empire  is  to  be  divided  h» 
**  feparate  eftabliflunents,  not  under  the  iraoiediate  contiool  of  tic 
*<  fovereign  ;  when  I  hw  it  maintained  that  it  is  not  competent  6r 
**  his  ma  jelly  to  (end  foreigners,  under  the  fanflion  of  a  Bntiib  ftf- 
**  liament,  into  any  part  of  the  empire,  for  its  particular  deMKf> 
«  or  for  the  fafety  ot  the  whole ;  when  I  hear  that  a  certain  local  ib- 
'<  lirary  eftabliihment  is  fixed,  and,  as  it  were,  locked  up  in  Iiebodi  . 
•*  fo  as  not  to  be  called  forth,  as  the  exigences  of  afiairs  may  it- 
«  quire;  I  cannot  forget  my  duty  fo  much  as  to  be  filent,  andaoi 
«<  expi  efs  my  moft  heaity  difapprobation  of  doAnnes  lb  derogatory 
<<  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  the  controuliog  and  fopao- 
«  tending  power  of  the  Britiih  parliament.** 
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D<^1oBi(b  in  the  fame  fituatiori  jts  the  people  of  CH  af* 
Ireland.  In  the  debate  more  heat  than  judg-  S^^[™* 
!)fient  was  difplayed:  Temple  Luttrell  ftyled  *772r 
the  klttg'a  fpeech  a  fanguinary  parole,  the  mi- 
nifity  ah  interaal  adminiftration,  and  declared 
he  iliould  in  future  confider  acquiefocnce  and 
quietude  unworthy  of  a  Britifli  foul,  and  highly 
criminal.  Thalesof  Miletus,  one  of  the  feven 
(uges  of  Greece,  he  faid,  had  obferved  that  of 
all  wiH  beads  the  worft  was  a  tyrant ;  of  all 
tame  ones,  a  flatterer.  When  he  furveyed  hi» 
majefty's  efficient  minifters,  his  domeftic  uii- 
nions,  he  wiiflied,  like  another  Orpheus,  to  play 
up  a  fecond  dance  in  the  midft  of  this  mena- 
gerie, fo  as  to  fend  them  fcampering  from  the 
rich  paftures  of  a  court,  to  their  native  tramon- 
tane faftnelfes.  This  indecorous  and  pedantic 
ribaldry,  produced  only  fome  fmart  animad- 
Terfions  from  Rigby,  and  the  moUon  was  ne- 
gatived."* 

The  intelligence  received   from  America  F»*tait. 
in  the  courfe  of  the  feflion,  gave  rife  to  feveral  eUUiiStt« 
motions    for  inquiry  and  papers.      The   firft  of  ioquky. 
effort  was  made  by  Fox,  who,  aliuming  for  ar-  *®^  ^** 
gument,  that  the  principles  by  which  minifters 
were  aftuated  were  perfectly  juft,  contended 
that  their  mifmanagement  and  mifcondu6l  were 
indifputable.       He  reviewed    hiftorically  the 
coerci%'e  plan,    and    placed   in  the   ftrongeft 
lights,  what  he  ftyled  folly  in  the  cabinet,  ig- 
norance in  office,  inability  in  framing,  and  mif-  . 
condu6i;  in  executing;  with  fuch  a  Ihaxneful 
and  fervile  acquiefcence  in  parliament,  as  never 
before  difgraced  a  nation.     If  minifters  had 
planned  with  wifdom,   and  proportioned  the 
force  to  the  fervice;  if  the  great .  officers  in 

<i  IIS  to  ^3. 
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CHAP,  ^cient  departments  had  a^ed  ably  and  ^utfa-" 
XXVIII.  fully,  the   mifcarriages  might    be  tlefervedly 
^^^J^    imputed  to  the  naval  and  military  comxnandeis. 
If,  on  the  xither  hand,   the   latter  acquitted 
themfelvea  according  to  their  inftru&ions,  asd 
Ganicd  on  their  operations  in  proportion  to 
their  force,  it  was  no  leis  plain,  that  the  cauib 
of  all  the  difgraces  which  the  Britifh  arms  bad 
fuft'ered,  arofe  from  ignorance   in    thofe  who 
planned,  and  incapacity  and   want  of  integ- 
rity in  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  was,  in  the 
firft  iuftance,  cntrufted.     His  motion  was  for  i,  \ 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  cauies  of  the  iD  I 
fuccefs  of  his  majefty's  arms,  and  the  dLefedioD  j 
of  the  people  of  Quebec. 

The  chief  aim  of  oppofition  feems  to  have 
been  a  juftification  of  tnc  American  invasion  of 
Canada ;  the  previous  queftion  was  moved  ear- 
ly in  the  debate.  The  principal  obje^ions  to 
the  inquiry  M'ere  the  unfitnefs  of  the  time,  the 
unfortunate  fituation  of  minifters,  who  had 
preferred  trying  meafures  of  lenity  to  abfolutt 
force,  and  had  thus  afforded  the  Americans 
many  advantages.  A  powerful  fleet  and  army 
were  now  to  be  employed,  and  would  doubtkb 
crulh  the  rebellious,  or  bring  them  back  to  a 
proper  fenfe  of  duty.  The  minifter  appealed  to 
the  candour  and  recolledion  of  the  houie :  no- 
thing had  been  tranfafied  in  a  corner,  bat 
openly,  and  under  the  fanflion  of  tlieir  re- 
peated approbation.  It  was  not  candid,  in  an 
early  period  of  the  difpute,  to  ftate  objedioos 
againft  tlie  conduft  of  adminiftration,  which 
were  only  applicable  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  asd 
open  rebellion ;  the  ground  was  changed^  and 
the  meafures  would  neceflarily  vary. 
Fox's  propofition  was  rejedted.' 

'   %AO  to    lOV 
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In  this  aftive  and  important  feffion,  oppor-  chap. 
tunities  were  found  of  Urging  other  topics  be-  ^2^i^. 
fides  thofe  which  moft  interefted  the  nation.     «77<. 
Bills  were  introduced  for  the  improvement  of  1^^^'* 
poh'ce  and  focial  regulation,  and  the  relief  of  tranfac* 
mfolvent  debtore.      Some  tranfadions  at  the  *"^*- 
late  general  eleftion,  which  were  difclofec^  in 
confeauence  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Mortimer 
againlt  the  return  for   Shaflefbury,   afforded 
groumls  for  new  fpeculations  on  the  fubjefl;  of 
rejSrefentation.     Sawbridge  made  his  annual  ^AMar. 
motion  refpeding  the  duration  of  parliament,  Apni.^* 
and  Wilkes,  belides  his  accuftomed  attempt  to 
reverfe  the  decifion  on  the  Middlefex  election,  tiftAfiir. 
brought   forward  a  projefl  of  parliamentary 
reform. 

He  explained,  as  his  general  outline,  that  wiiket't 
every  free  agent  in  the  kingdom  fliould  be  re-  ™^fo^£ 
prefented  in  the  fenate ;  t^at  the  metropolis,  parliament^ 
which  contains  a  ninth  part  of  the  population, 
and'  the   counties  of  Middlefex,   York,   and 
©thers,  which  abound  with  inhabitants,  fliould 
receive  an  increafe  in  their  reprefentation ;  that  > 
the  mean  and  infignificant  boroughs,  fo  empha- 
tically ftyled  the  "  rotten  part  of  the  conftitu- 
"  tion,"  fliould  be  lopped  off,  and  the  eleftor^ 
thrown  into  the  counties;  and  the  rich,  popu- 
lous trading  towns,  fuch  as  Binningham,  Man- 
chefter,  Sheffield,  and  Leeds,  be  permitted  to    - 
fend  deputies  to  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion.   The  long  fpeecli  Avhich  recommended 
this  crude  propofal,  was  replete  with  ribaldry 
and  inveftive,  and  the  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  was  negatived  .without  a  djvi- 
iion. 

The  lords  were  occupied  on  the  trial  of  the  f^^V^* 
duchefs  of  Kingfton  for  bigamy ;  flie  was  found  the  duch«r« 
guilty ;  but  bein^  exempted  by  the  privilege  of  of  King. 

VOL.  u.  9  B  peerage  ^^" 
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CHAP,  peerage  from  corporeal  puniflunent,  was  4if- 
^*^^^'   charged  on  paying  the  fees. 

i77«.  Although  the  affairs  of  America  had  been 
M^OTi*L-  ^^  abundantly  difcuffed  during  the  fcflion,  an 
infpeaioii  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  by  general  Con- 
^^t  of  ^^y*  ^^  *'^^  ^'^y  previous  to  the  prorogation, 
coromir.  to  Carry  a  motion  for  fubmitting  to  the  infpec- 
fioticn.  tion  of  the  houfc  the  pacific  authorities  Mi\h 
ssdMay.  which  the  commifTioners  Mere  invefted;  and 
^^*  Vlien  the  king  was  expected  in  the  houfc  of 
tion.  lords,  Mr.  Hartley  proffered  amotion,  which 

was  ncgati\'e(],  for  an  addrcfs  that  parliament 
might  nut  be  prorogued,  but  continue  fitting 
by  adjournments  during  the  fummer,  that  they 
might  be  ready  to  receive  information,  and  pro- 
vide at  tlie  earlieft  moment  for  every  import- 
ant event, 
King's  J\  terminating  the  feffion,  the  king  repre- 

^^^"^  '  fented  the  country  as  engaged  in  a  great  na- 
tional caufe,  tlie  profecution  of  which  muft 
inevitably  be  attended  with  many  diiiicuhies 
and  much  expeuce;  but  confidcring  that  the 
cffential  rights  and  interefts  of  the  whole  em- 
^  pire  w  ere  deeply  concerned  in  the  iifue,  and  no 
fafety  or  fccurity  could  be  found  but  in  the 
conftitutionai  fubordinatiou  contended  for,  no 
price  could  be  too  high  in  the  prefervation  of 
Inch  objefts.  He  ft  ill  entertained  hopes  that 
hk  rebeUious  fubjects  might  be  awakened  to  a 
ienfe  of  their  errors,  and,  by  a  voluntary  return 
to  duty,  juftify  him  in  bringing  about  the  fa- 
vourite wifh  of  his  heart,  the  reftoration  of 
harmony,  and  re-eftablifliment  of  order  and 
happinefs  in  every  part  of  his  dominions. 

His  majefty  alfo  informed  parliament,  that 
no  alteration  had  happened   in  the  ftate  of " 
foreign  affairs  fince  their  meeting,  and  dwelt 
with  pleafure  on  the  affuranccs  he  bad  wccived 

of 
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of  the  difpofitions  of  the  European  powers;  chAp* 
which  promifed  a  continuance  of  the  general  ^^' 
tranquillity.  •  J77^> ' 

To  place  implicit  belief  in  thefe  promifes  or  vrewof 
appearances,  at  a  moment  when  Great  Britain  j^y^"^ 
was  engaging  in  a  formidable  and  extenfive  politics  of 
civil  war,  would  perhaps  have  been  extremely  foreign 
imprudent.     The  aflhrances  of  foreign  nations  ^"^^^ 
toward$  an  envied  and   hated  political  rival 
can  never  inibire  unUmited  confidence,  and         ^    / 
they  were  rendered  fufpicious  by  the  pofitiv^ 
boaft  of  the  Americans  that  it  was  in  their 
power  to  obtain  foreign  aflillance.     The  tri- 
umphant conckilion  at  the  laft  war,  fo  mortify- 
ing to  the  pride  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  ren- 
dered it  probable,  that  the  courts    of  France 
and  Spain,   rejoicing  in   the   prevailing  mif- 
underftanding  between  Great  Britain  and  ber  . 
colonies,  would  by  all  indireft  means  foment 
and  encourage  them;  and  perhaps,  ihould  hof- 
tilities  be  long  protrafted,  take  an  aftiv^  Ihare. 
There  was,  however,  no  immediate  profpe6l  of 
.aruptuve.    ,The  impreflion  made  during  the 
laft  war,  proving  the  inefiiciency  of  the  family 
compact,  was  not  likely  to  be  foon  removed: 
nor  did  the  profpe6t  of  taking  arms  in  favour 
of  the  American  infurgents  tender  any  lure  of 
advantage  to  induce  the  natural  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  willingly  to  engape  in  the  con- 
teft.      No  indemnities   could    be  offered,  no 
hopes  of  aggrandizement  were  prefented ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  flattering  profpe6l  of  hum. 
bling  a  haughty  rival,  the   inclination  woul 
be  rcpreiled  by  confiilering  that  reconciliation    - 
was  not  yet  defperate,  and  in  fuch  an  events 
^the  officious  intermeddler^  would  be  left  xm- 
iupported  to  fuftain  the  combined  refentment 
of  both.      A  fudden  junftion   of  France   or 
BBS  Spain 
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CHAP.  Spain  with  the  Americans  was  not  tobedreai- 
xxvm.  Qf\^  as  whatever  might  be  their  inclination, 
common  prudence  would  diftate  reftraint,  <ff 
atfartheft  limit  them  ton.ere  covert  or  equivo- 
cal aflirtance,  till  the  refources  and  ftrength  of 
each  party  were  fully  tried,  and  the  breach 
become  irreparable. 
Pr«fcce.  ^^OR  did  the  peculiar  ftate  of  either  country 

furnilli  realbns  for  expetting  the  commence- 
ment of  hoirilities.    The  laft  years  of  Louis  XV, 
were  marked  with  the  weaknefs  and  violenceof 
a  poor,  proud,  and  tyrannic  government.    The 
•  acceflion  of  his  grandfon  Louis  XVI,*  was  hail- 
ed as  an  event  promifmg  the  moft  beneficial 
events  to  tlie  nation.     Ills  amiable  youtli,  in- 
tegrity of  character,  and  love  of  virtue,  infpired 
fanguine  hopes  of  a  profperous  reign;  his  mar- 
riage with  Marie  Antoinette  of  Auftria,  daugh- 
ter of  tJic  emprefs  queen  Maria  Therefa,  aad 
filler  to  the  emperor  of  Germany,  was  regarcksd 
as  the  means  of  cxtinguiihing  the  inveterate 
animofity  which  had  fo  long  rent  France  and 
Auftria,  and  both  king  and  qiieen  were  the  ob- 
jeds  of  popular  ad-oi*ation.     Louis  removed  an 
odious  adminiftration,  re-inftated  tlie   parlia- 
ments fupprelicd   by   the  late  king,   exerted 
his  etforts  to  relieve  the  diftrefe  occafioned 
by  a  fcarcity   of  grain,  and  lliewed   a  mer- 
ciful mind  in  the  alterations  of  penal  lawi 
The  friendly  difpofition  of  the  French  govcri- 
anent  towards  Crrcat  Britain  had  been  unequi- 
vocally demonftrated,  and  the  expedation  tiial 
fuccour  would  be  aftbrded  to  tlie  Americans 
was  fuppreffed  by  an  edift  prohibiting  all  in* 
tercourle  with  them.*      Oppoiition,  however, 
^n  the  late  feffion  of  parliament,  reafonicg  as 

•  zath  May  1774.  «  la  April  1771. 

weB 
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well  irotn  general  fyflem  as  from  information  chap. 
which  they  profefl'ed  to  have  received,  often  xxviil 
conficlered  the  interference  of  France  as  certain* 
Tlie  idea  of  foreign  danger,  it  was  obferved, 
might  be  thought  vifionary,  but  France  and 
Spain  were  both  arming,  and  could  not,  in 
(dj£ty  avail  themfelves  of  a  better  opportunity. 
The  French  miniftry  was  changed,  and  the 
queen,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  great  influ- 
ence in  that  event,  was  alleged  to  be  biaffed 
by  Choifeul,  the  lover  of  wai-,  and  the  great 
enemy  of  Britaih/ 

The  armaments  which  excited  fo  much 
jealoufy  were  alleged,  on  the  other  hand,  to' 
be  for  the  purpofe  of  defence,  and  in  the  view 
of  affifting  Spain  againft  the  Algerines,  or 
againil  Portugal,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  family  compaft.  The  influence  of  the 
queen  >yas  not  extenfive,  being  counteracted 
by  that  of  the  king's  aunts,  who  were  decidedly 
inimical  to  Choifeul ;  and  the  firft  appoint- 
ment of  minifters,  both  domeftic  and  toreign, ' 
gave  furprize  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  law 
almoft  every  individual  whom  the  queen  was 
fuppofed  to  favour,  and  whofe  nomination 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  her  mother,  ex- 
cluded from  the  cabinet, 

Spain,  poflefling  immenfeand  valuable  fet-  Spai«. 
tlements  in  South  America,  could  not,  on  any 
princi|>le  of  found  policy,  be  fuppofed  capable 
of  fomenting  and  abetting  tlie  rebellion  of  ad- 
.  jacent  colonies ;  and  the  Britilh  miniftry,  con- 
fidently relying  on  the  elfedls  of  force  in 
Ipeedily  reducing  the  infurgents  to  fubmillion, 
iurveyed  without  alarm  thofe  circumftances  on 

*  See  general  Conway^s  fpeech  in  the  bouie  of  cominons»  ztd 
Way,  177^. 

B  B  ^  which 


S74  HISTOHY  of  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  'which  oppofition  founded  the  moft  ominoti* 

^[^^^*  forebodings. 

Aaftria.  Oth E R  powers,  Avhofe  immediate  intcrfercflcf 
in  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  was  not  expect- 
ed, regarded  the  American  conteft  with  a  d^ 
gree  of  intereft  fuited  to  the  niagnhudc  and 
novelty  of  the  crifis,  and  with  fuch  fentimenti 
as  their  attachment  to,  or  hatred  of,  the  Britiih 
government  fuggefted.  The  people  in  mofi 
countries  appeared  to  participate  in  feutimeDls 
with  the  Americans ;  but  the  fovereicjns  in 
general,  flicwed  no  difpofition  to  fanftion,b;' 
their  approbation,  a  mode  of  conduct  fo  ruinous 
to  the  interefis  of  every  government.  The^m- 
peror,  Jofeph  11.  fhewed  dignified  magnannnity 
m  giving  at  once  a  decided  reproof  to  all  vjw 
expefted  that  he  fliould  favour,  even  by  tacit 
compliances,  the  caufe  of  infnrreftion.  Tkc 
ports  of  the  low  countries  were  lliut  agaipft 
the  veflels  of  America,  and  all  intercourfe  with 
them  ftri6>ly  prohibited.  At  an  audience  ob- 
tained bv  the  Britifli  embaflador,  the  emperor 
expreflecl,  in  the  ftrongtft  manner,  his  opinion 
of  the  juftice  of  the  Englifh  proceedings,  his 
high  fenfe  of  the  perfortal  worth  of  the  king^ 
and  a  conviftion  that  fuccefs  in  reducing  the 
Americans  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
all'the  regular  governments  in  Europe.  "The 
*'  caufe  in  which  the  king  is  engaged/'  ^ 
faid,  "  is,  in  faft,  the  cauVe  of  airfovemgns, 
"  who  have  a  joint  intereft  in  the  niain- 
**  teuance  of  a  juft  fubordination  and  ob^ 
'*  dience  to  law,  in  all  the  monarchies  which 
'^  furround  them.*  He  faAV  with  pleafurc  the 
'*  vigorous    exertions    of    national   fmingth 

«  ConforniaWc  to  this  fentiment  is  the  expreiHon  rehtd  ^^pt 
Moore,  <«  Je  fuis  par  Meiiei-  royaliac,'*-  View  of  Society  ^  *^' 
ners  in  France,  &c.  v.  ii,  letter  96.  .  , 
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"  which  the  king  was  employing,  to  reduce  chap. 
''  his  rebellious  fHbjefts,  and  lincercly  wlihed  J^^XiiJ* 
**  fuccefs  to  thofe  meafures."  The  emprefs 
queen  expreffed,  with  no  Icls  warmth,  her  deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  good  undtiftanding 
between  the  two  crowns,  and  to  prohibit  afl 
tranfaftions  by  which  her  fubjefts  Ihould  feem 
to  afford  affiftance  to  the  colonies,  ,  or  give 
umbrage  to  the  king.  She  had  a  high  efteem, 
flie  faid,  for  the  king's  principles  of  govern-  * 

ment,  afmcere  veneration  for  hi;;  political  clia- 
rafter,  and  hearty  defire  to  fee  obedience  and 
tranquillity  reftoredto  every  quarter  of  his 
dominions.  Her  friendfliip  for  the  king,  and 
hereditary  affe6tion  for  the  royal  family; 
had  never^  abated,  though  a  difference  i|i 
political  opinions,  the  fourcc  of  which  fhe 
could  not  help  attributing  to  the  king  of 
Prufl[ia,,had,  for  a  confiderable  time,  diniinilhed 
the  opporfunities  of  an  interchange  of  good 
offices.^ 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  retaining  his  original  Pruffla. 
j*efentment  for  the  lofs  of  his  fubfidy,  unequi- 
vocally difapproved  the  condu6t  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  though  he  did  not  affeft  to  juftify  the. 
Americans,  or  to  with  the  ultimate  failure  of 
the  mother- country.  "  It  was  a  difficult 
"  thing,"  he  faid,  in  a  conveifation  with  fome 
Englifli  gentlemen,  "  to  govern  men  by  forc6 
"  at  fuch  a  diftance ;  if  the  Americans  fhould 
*'  be  beat,  which  appeared  a  little  problemati- 
'*  cal,  ftill  it  would  be  next  to  impoffible  to 
"  continue  to  draw  from  them  a  revenue  by 
^'  taxation  :  if  you  intend  cttftt^iliation,"  h6 
added,  "  fome  of  your  mgafures  are  too  rough  j 
**  and,  if  fubjeftion,   too  gentle.    Ii)  fhort| 

f  From  private  infonnation*  -^ 
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CHAP.  **  I  do  not  underhand  thefe  matters;  I  hare 
'vi^^*  "  ^^  colonies.  I  hope  you  will  extricate 
*'  yourfelvcs  advautageo.ufly,  but  I  own  the 
**  affair  feems  rather  perplexing."*  Frederick 
could  not  by  a6live  interference  influence  the 
difpute,  and  the  habitual  jealoufy  between 
his  court,  and  that  of  Vienna,  operated  as  a 
conftant  reftraint  ;  but  he  was  engaged  in 
iecret  intrigues  in  every  quarter,  to  counteraA 
tJie  intereils,  and  embarrafs  the  government 
of  Great  Britain/ 

Ik 

s  Moore*f  View,  kc*  t.  ii.  letter  75. 

•  In  thejivorkt  of  the  kin?  of  Piuflia,  the  stairs  of  Engfand  « 
treated  in  a  manner  which  diiulayt  at  once  the  ienwance^  iraice»  wad 
prefumpiion  of  the  writer.  He  wa$  from  the  Drginaing  of  the  pre- 
fent  ragn  intirely  unacquainted  with  the  politics  of  Oreat  Brfiasi, 
and  viewed  the  conduA  of  its  fovereign  and  minifters  only  timaiigb 
the  n)edium  of  rtfentnient  and  prejudice.  It  is  fit  the  fwUt  oataS 
Containing  his  opinions  on  the  orig;;in  and  conduct  of  the  America 
war  Aiould  be  given,  that  the  reader  may  judge  liow  littk  i^liaAce 
can  he  placed  on  the  information  of  this  royal  phUolbpKer»  in  nanos 
not  inlniediately  iubjefl  to  his  own  inf'pe^ion.  After  diCruSajr 
the  ftate  of  France  in  177  5»  he  fays,  that  from  a  contlant  fpsrit  dF 
rivalfliip  with  Eneland,  £he  law  wtth  pleafure  the  riOng  trovhles 
in  the  American  colonies,  epcouraged,  underfaand,  the  fptric  of  re- 
volt, and  animated  the  Ameridaiis  to  maintain  their  r^ght^t  agaioft 
the  defpotifm  which  Geom  111.  was  cndeavoitring  xq  elbfalt&t  hy 
exhibiting  a  rrofpefl  of  (uccours  10  be  expe^^ed  trom  tlie  (nendlh^ 
of  the  moft  Cbriftian  King.  <' The  court  of  London/*  he  pra- 
ceeds,  «  exhibits  a  pi^ure  totally  differenc  irom  that  we  have  been 
<*  (ketching.  Bute,  the  Scotchman,  governs  the  king  afici  rcaJm: 
*^  like  thole  evil  working  fpirits  who 'arc  alyvays  talked  cf,  but  never 
f<  fcen,  lie  ihrouds  himfelf,  as  well  is  his  operations^  in  impeaetrable 
**  oblcurityj  his  eniiifiirics,  his  crraturcs,  sre  the  (jprines  with 
'^  which  he  moves,  at  his  pleafure,  the  political  machine.  His  poli-> 
**  tfcal  fyiVem  is  that  of  the  ancient  tories,  who  maintain  that  it  is 
«  elTential  to  the  we i tare  of  England  that  the  king  ihouki  be  invcAed 
<<  with  defpotic  authorityi  apd  that,  far  from  coMraSmt  mlSiuett 
<<  <witbibe  continfMtat powfrsj  Great  Britain  fiould  Umit  oerje^JMf 
*'  to  tbe  ixtenjfn  0/ ber  commeriial  ad^oHtagti,  Paris*  im  &i  am- 
«  Umplatha,  is  lul^jCartbagji  *uuis  to  Caio  tk€  timfrr.  BuU,  sf 
**  it  fwere  in  bis  pSiuer,  and  be  could  colle&  tbitn^  iitould  dtflrvf  in 
<*  one  dajn  ffU  tbe  Jbips  of  France*  Itiiperio'us  and  harih  in  bisg»- 
<<  vemment,  little ToUcitoUs  in  the  choice  of  means,  his  lukwaidads 
'*  in  the  conduct  of  aft'airs  Is  fuperior  even  10  his  obftinancy*  This 
^  minilter,  to  accomplifh  his  grand  views,  began  by  introducingcer- 
f<  ruption  in  the  houfe  of  coaiiiiODi«    A  milliOB  ficrling,  which  the 
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In  England,  however,  the  Americans  had  chap. 
tlieir  moll  powerful  and  aftive  allies  :  the  prefs  ^^^ 
|;eeraed  witli  publications  favourable  to  their     1776, 
caufe ;    the  diffeuters   generally    declared    in  f^T^ft 
their  favour ;  and  all  the  zeal  and  artifice  of  in  Eng- 
fa£tion  were  employed  in  augmenting  the  num*  Mi. 
ber  of  their  adherents. 

The  mod  confpicuous  publication  in  their  Or. Prices 
intereft  was   from  the    pen  of  Dr.   Richard  ^^^ 
Price,  an  eminent  diffenting  minifter,  called, 
"  Obfervations  on  the  Nature  of  Civil  Li- 
"  berty,   tlie  Principles  of  Government,  and 
'  ^*  the  Jufiice  and   Policy  of  the  War  with 

"  America; 


**  nation  anmiallyjpays  the  king  for  the  maintenanct  of  his  civil  Hft* 
**  was  hardly  fumcient  to  p^tify  the  venality  of  the  members  of 
'<  parliament.  This  fum,  intended  for  the  expences  of  the  royal 
*'  faroilf »  the  coort,  and  erobaflies*  was  annually  employed  in  ftnp-  , 
**  pins  die  nation  of  iu  energy  $  Geor;g£  IIT,  bad  mthing  Uft  fir  bit 
"  fifi^fitfiCi^  tmdth$fiitfort  oftbt  mei  dijgmiy  ai^aiido%  but  ffoi 
"  hmdrtd  tbmUand  cre^wnsp  tvbicb  h  dretv  from  bit  iU3orate  ^ 
<5  Ham^fer*  The  Englifli  nation,  degraded  by  its  fovereign  himfelf» 
<'  appeared  to  have  no  will  but  his ;  bat  as  if  all  thele  provoca* 
•*  tions  were  not  fnfficient,  lord  Bute  attempted  a  more  bold  and 
**  deciiive  blow,  for  the  eftablifliment  of  the  defpotifm  he  had  in 
**  view  I  he  induced  the  king  to  tax,  by  arbitrary  iifipoftf ,  the  Anieri« 
**  can  colonies,  as  well  fOr  the  augmentation  of  his  revenues,  as  to 
**  eftablidi  a  precedent  which  in  a  conrfe  of  time  might  be  imitated 
<<  in  Great  Britain  \  but  we  ikall  fee  that  the  confequences  of  this  a£l 
<<  of  detpottfm  did  not  aniwer  his  expeAations.  The  AmericanSf 
**  whom  England  had  not  oondefcenJed  to  corrupt,  openly  oppofed 
**  this  taxation,  fo  repugnant  to  rheir  riehts,  tneir  cuftoms,  and 
**  above  all,  to  the  libmies  they  had  enjoyed  fince  their  iirft  eftablifh- 
**  ment.  K  pmdent  government  would  have  baftened  to  appeafe 
**  theCe  rifing  troubles,  btit  tlie  Engltih  miniftry  were  guided  by 
<«  other  principlei  §  they  ftirred  up  new  commotions  with  the  colo- 
f '  nies,  on  account  of  the  merchants  who  monopolized  certain  Eaft 
**  Indian  merchandises,  which  they  wanted  to  compel  the  Ameri- 
<'  cans  to  porchafe*  The  harfhnefs  and  violence  of  theie  pro-  1775^ 
f<  ceedrogSy  completely  rouied  the  Americans  $  they  held  a  con- 
«  grefs  at  PhOadelphia,  where,  renouncing  the  yoke  of  England. 
!<  now  become  infupportable,  they  dechred  themfelves  free  and 
"  independent.  From  tiiis  time  we  iee  Great  Britain  engaeed  in 
U  a  war  with  htt  colonies :  but  if  lord  Bute  flicwed  himielf  inex« 
f<  pert  in  the  condoft  of  this  aftir,  he  appeanxi  ftill  morefo  when 
^  the  war  began*  Be  fimply  (bomtmiMtJ  inaginrd  that  feven 
'        '  •«thottiaB4 
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eHAF.  "  Amrrica;  and  a  State  of  the  Naticmal 
gJ[JJJ-  "  Debt,  an  Efrimate  of  the  Money  dmn 
1^76.  **  ft"oin  the  Public  b^'  Taxes,  and  an  Account 
"  of  the  National  Income  and  Expendi- 
"  tiwe  fnice  the  laft  War."  Proceeding  to 
the  full  extent,  or  rather  exceecRng  the  hmits 
niarked  out  in  this  ample  title,  the  author 
ftudioufly  endeavoured  to  depreciate  every  part 
of  the  Engliih  government,  and  extol  tb^ 
foirit  M'hich  engendered  the  American  revolt 
Jlis  means  were  fimple  and  unifonnly  applied. 
In  fpeaking  of  England,  he  never  affumed  a 
^rand  or  expanfive  vieNV'  of  the  conititutioB 
or  government;  but  guided  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  fome  ifolated  part,  feme  foUtaij 
jpropofition,  which  being  taken  feparately  from 
its  intimate  connefcrtons  and  relations,  afforded 
fiibiei6i  of  exaggemted  cenfure,  or  unqualified 
mineprefentalion.  Jn  fpeaking  of  America^ 
on  the  contrary,  he  rarely  defcended  to  par- 
ticulars, but  took  an  extenfive  range  among 


**  thoafand  regular  troops  ^^ere  AiffieieDt  fur  the  fubjngatk^  ti 
*'  America^  aod  as  he  wus  not  qaite  fo  good  a  calculator  %%  Kfv. 
**  tony  he  was  always  deceived.  General  Wafhlngton^  whom  s 
«*  London  they  (liled  the  leader  of  the  rebels,  obtained,  at  the  be- 
«  einning  of  hoftilities,  (bme  advantages  over  the  xoyalifts  a&nh 
*^  Died  near  Bofton.  The  king,  who  txpe^ed  to  hear  of  viciona, 
**  was  furprized  at  the  news  of  this  check,  and  the  goveraam 
<<  was  obliged  to  change  its  me^ifiires,"  See  CKnvrcs  cooipkltts 
lie  Frederick  11.  Roi  de  Prufle,  v.  iv.  Tit  Memoires  dc  puis  la  Paii 
de  Hubertibourg  1763,  jufmi'a  la  fin  du  Partage  de  la  Pologac  q 
1775,  Ch«iv.  ^^^  extraa,  given  virithout  fupprtiltony  addition 
or  fajfiftcation,  will  fufficiently  ihew  bow  little  the  author  underftood 
the  hil^ory,  governincnty  and  politics  of  England.  It  mat(  exciie 
91  (mile  to  imagine  the  iurprize  of  an  EngHfh  reader  wHo  takes  tbdi 
things  for  true»  at  Ending  the  fydem  of  lord  Bute  and  the  tunts  is 
Qonuiient  with  his  own  prejudices,  and  at  hearing  that  the  ifk:^ 
jfipur  of  the  Britilb  court  was  fupported  by  a  revenue  derived  wm 
the  EIc£ldrate  of  Hanover.  It  would  be  a  wfcfte  of  ccioctfft  m 
pipofe  the  hiftorical  and  chronological  errors  ui  this  cxtr  **  ^ 
fscpatiate  on  the  impudence  or  malevokncQ  by  which 
fated. 
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abllra6i  principles,   and  treated  government,   chap 
l?b^rty,  and  colonization,  not  as  praftical  to-   ^2!^!I^ 
pics,'  but  as  fubjefts  of  theoretical  examination,     t7^(^ 
His  work  is  written  with  all  the  art  of  pro- 
found premeditation,  and  all  the  heat  of  un- 
cxtinguifliable  animofity  againft  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.      Many  publications 
appeared  on  the  other  fide  from  the  mod  pens,* 
but  Dr-  Price's  pamphlet,    though  now  de- 
fervedly  reprobated,  was  extolled  by  the  cla- 
mour of  party,  as  it  afforded  topics  till  then 
not  much  relied  on  for  juftifying  the  Ame- 
ricans, not  only  in  their  prefent  proceedings, 
but  as  to  their  further  intentions,  whether  dire6t- 
ed  to  independence  or  foreign  alUance.    The 
author  received  the  utmoft  perfonal  homage  iti  d&gt^ 
which  party  could  beftow ;  to  him  was  attri-^ 
buted  the  praife  of  fliewing  that  the  national 
credit  was  precarious,    and  exciting  diftruft  . 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  of  the  loans 
made  from  the  bank  to  government.     His 
-effav  was  circulated  \i^itlr*profufion   and  in- 
duftry,  and  being  tranflated  into  the   Dutch 
language,  was  fuppofed  to  influence  the  Hol- 
laiiders  in  withholding  their  property  from  the 
Britifli  funds.*'     It  was   often   triumphantly 
quoted  in  parliament :  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
compUmented  the  author  inperfon,*  and  the  ^^*^^ 

^  Among  the  mod  conipicuous  of  thefe  may  be  enumerattt«l| 
Taxation  no  Tyrannv»  by  Dr.  Johnfon :  the  Adminidration  of 
^  Britiih  Cobniesi  by  governor  Pownall  t  feveral  excellent  trafls 
^Dr*  Twicer  &  and  the  Rights  of  Great  Britain  a^ertodj  by  aa 
'•onymotts  writer.  . 

*  See  Hiftory  of  lordNorth^s  adminiftration«  p.  23a* 
^  ^  The  diike  of  Cumberland^  feeing  Dj.  Price  in  an  anti-chamber 
ra  the  houfe  of  lords»  exprefled  his  approbation  of  the  treatife  which 
i^eW  jnft  then  pobliflied,  adding,  tlut  he  had  fat  up  £0  late  the 
tjiefore  to  read  it,  th.  ,  '*  had  almoft  blinded  him.  Dunning 
\  he  was  fony  hft.  royal  highneft  ihould  be  fo  affected  by 
IrWhich  had  openca  the  eyes  of  the  great»ft  pan  of  the 

comHioi^ 
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CHAF.  common  council  in  London  voted  himthaals 
|aviii.  and  prefented   the  freedom  of  the  city  in  z 

S77^.  golden  box. 
Vcib»-  Yet  thefe  effcds  were  not  of  confuk^ 
J}J^J^  able  duration ;  applaufe  often  repeated  grcv 
MiiKtyia  languid,  and  ceaied  to  gratify,  even  tlie 
*«•!•  zeal  of, party ;  and  >vhatever  temporary  alarm 
Slight  have  been  excited,  foon  fuhfided  in  the 
caUii  of  experienced  fecurity.  The  city  of 
London  was  daily  recovering  from  the  difeafe 
of  fadioufnefsy  which  had  fo  long  raged  with- 
out controuU  All  the  efforts  of  two  fucceffive 
lord  mayors,  Wilkes,  and  Sawbridge,  were  in- 
fufficient  to  keep  up,  to  the  defired  height, 
fidb>Me,  the  frenzy  of  faftion.  Wilkes,  twice  foiUA  in 
an  attempt  to  be  eleded  chamberlain,  vented 
his  fpleen  in  a  fe\^re  in vedive  againft  the  whok 
corporation*  "  By  the  late  tranfaAions^"  he 
fiuu,  "  the  moment  feems  at  lengtli  arrived,  lb 
**  ardently  wiilied  by  every  arbitrary  admi- 
•*  niftration,  when  a  majority  of  the  liveiy , 
"  appear  to  have  fold  and  furrendered  tlje, 
**  cs^ital  to  the  miniftry.  By  the  creation  of 
•*  fo  many  unueceffary  lucrative  offices,  the 
•*  diviiiou  and  fubdivifion  of  contracts,  the 
"  threats  of  the  opulent  and  infolent  to  ne- 
•*  ceffitous  and  dependent  tradefmen,  and  all 
*'  the  captious  promifes  of  power,  the  greater 
**  number  of  the  livery  fecni  at.prefent  either 
"  lulled  into  fupinenefs  and  a  fatal  fecurit)', 
**  or  enrolled  among  the  mercenaries  of  cor- 
"  ruption  and  dcfpotifm:  no  longer  worthy 
"  the  name  of  freemen,  they  are  funk  into 
"  tame,  mean  vaflals,  Ignominioufly  courting^ 
"  and  bowing  their  necks  to,  the  minifierial 
"  yoke.  Such,  it  gi\'es  jie  pain  to  think,  is 
*^  the  faithful,  but  melanCi^ply  piAure  of  this 
**  once  free  and  independent  city.    All  public 

*•  fpirit 
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^*  Ipirit  in  the   capital    is  vifibly  decaying^  CHAP. 
**  anil  that  ftern,  manly  virtue  of  our  fathers,  ^^J^IS" 
**  ^ich  drove  from  this  land  of  freedom  the     tfj^ 
'*  lail  Stuart  tyrant,  is  held  in  contempt  by 
,*'  their  abondoned  offspring.     A  dilfolutioa 
•*  of  the  empire,  ruin,  and  flavery,  are,  I  fear, 
**  advancing  ^vith  giant  ftrides  upon  us.     We 
**  are  ripe  for  deftruftion.     If  yrc  arc  faved, 
'  "  it  will  be  almoft  folely  by  the  courage  and 
"  noble  fpirit  of  our  American  brethren,,  whom 
*^  neither  the    luxuries  of  a  court,   nor  Ac 
"  fordid  luft  of  avarice  in  a  rapacious  and 
^'  venal  metiopolis,  have  hitherto  corrupted." 
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CHAPTER   THE   TWENTY- NINTH: 

1775—1776—1777. 

Tran  factions  in  America.  —  Efforts  of  general 
Howe.  — State  of  the  American  armtf.-^ 
Inactivity  of  the  Britijh  army. — JVaJhing* 
ton  takes  poffejjton  of  Dorchejier  Heights. 
-^Evacuation  ofhojton. — Severities  again/i 
loyali/is.  —  Campaign  in  Canada.  —  EJter* 
tions  ofcongrefs  and  of  Arnold. — Carleton 
makes  afalljf, —  Blockade  of  Quebec  rai/edi 
— Attion  at  Trois  Rivieres. — The  Ameri-- 
cans  evacuate  Canada. — Great  exertions  on 
both  Jides  to  prepare  naval  force.  —  The 
American  fleet  defeated  and  deftroyed, — 
Proceedings  in  North  Carolina. — Loyalifts 
defeated. — Expedition  to  Brunfivick. — Un- 
fiiccefsful  attempt  on  Sullivan's  IJland. — 
Proceedings  in  cengrefs.  —  Efforts  to,  attain 
independence.  —  Publications.  —  Common 
Senje.'-^Congrefs  recommend  tofeoeral  colo- 
nies to  new  model  their  governments. — Pro- 
ceedings in  Maryland  —  Philadelphia  — 
Virginia.  —  Declaration  of  rights.  —  Dif 
cujjtonofthequejiion  of  independency  —  it  is 
carried.  —  Declaration  of  independency.  — 
Its  reception  btf  the  people  and  the  army.—' 
Britijh  plan  of  campaign. — Arrival  of  hrd 
Howe. — Attempt  to  negotiate  with  IVafking- 
ton. — Reji/ied  on  a  plea  ofform.—Pur-' 
ther  efforts. — Letter  to  Franklin. —  Battle 
of  Brooklyn. — Retreat  of  the  Americans  to 
JNew  York.--^ Renewed  negotiation. — Com-- 
mittee  of  congrefs  confer  with  the  Britijh 
commijjtoners. — Treaty  terminated. — De- 
claration of  the  commtffioners.^Prepara^ 
,    #  tions 
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iionsfor  the  attack  ofNcv?  YorL^^Capfun     V      . 

of  the  city -^  which  isfet  on  fire  by  A^iericaa^ 

incendiaries.  —  Battle  of  IVhite  P tains,  ^-^         ^/ 

Capture  of  Fort  JVaJkington. — Succefsfu^ 

invafion  of  New  Jerfcy.-r^Difpofition  of  the 

Britijh  troops  in  winter-quarters. — Expc^ 

dition  to  Rhode  I /land. — Capture  of  general, 

Lee. — Exertio7is  of  congrefs.  —  Articles  of 

confederation. — Other  meafures*  *—  They  r€-^ 

tire  to  Baltimore. — Mif^^ahle  Jlate  of  the 

army.  —  The  Heffians  Jiationed  at  Trenton 

furprized  by  IVaJhingtmi.  —  Lord  Cornwallis 

returns  to  the  Britijh  army.  —  JVaJhington 

fur  prizes  Princeton  —  and  recovers  the  Jer^ 

ftys.  —  General  obfervations  on  the  cam^ 

^paign. 

» 
rjENEUAL  Howe,    pn  being  invefted  with.  ohaR* 
the  chief  command  at  Bofton,    exertetl.  ^^^ 
himfelf  in  alleviating  the  diftreffes  felt  hy  his     '^'^ 
troops  from  the  want  of  necelfaries;  buthis  g^^[^     ' 
efforts  were  not  attended  with  proportionate  Howe 
fuccefs;:    the  veffels  (Jifpatched  to  the  Weft 
Indies  returned  with  only  fcantj'  fupplies  ;  the 
horrors  of  an  American  winter  were  augmented 
by  a  want  of  fuel ;  many  of  the  veffels  fent 
from  Eftgl^id  Math  coals  were  loft  or  captured, 
and  the  timber  of  buildings  was  ufed  as  afub* 
ftitute. 

Tjie  Americans,  however,  were  in  ftill  greater  swcrfAa 
dilhcfs :  unufed  to  fubordination,  divided  in  ^^^ 
opinions  rcfpe^ling  the  ultimate  views  of  their 
leaders,  loathing  ina6tivity,  and  regretting  the 
lofs  of  domeftic  enjoyment,  they  looked  for- 
w,ard  with  impatience  to  tlie  period  when  the 
termination  of  their  agreement  to  ferve  ihould 
eoabl^  them  to  revifit  their  own  roofs.  Large 
companies  folicited  leave  of  abfenoe,  which  ' 

tlie 
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CHAP,  the  commanders  dared  not  refuie,  left  a  total 
^^^^  difregard  of  fubordination  fhould  enfue.    Dr. 
>775*     Franklin  and  two  otber    members,    deputed 
by  congrefs  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  ai  a 
committee  to  concert  with  M^afhii^ton  tihe 
means  of  organizing  a  new   force    for  the 
enfuing    year,    found    unexpeded    and    diA 
couraging  difficulties.     The  experience  of  a 
year's  fervice  had  cooled  the  ardour  of  entef- 
prize,  and  abated  the  confident  hope  of  fpeedy 
luccefs;    the  recruiting  was  flowlv  effeded, 
Dtc.i;;5.  and   the  Connecticut  troops,  whoie  term  of 
fervice  firft  expired,  quitted  the  army.*    The 
acceffion  of  recruits  was  ]jrevented  by  fear  of 
the  fmall-pox :  the  whole  torce  under  Waihing- 
ton  did  not  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  amount 
t7diiiHi    to  ten  thoufand,  but  M^as  fhortly  afterwards 
i^jnu    augmented  to  abouf;  feventeen  thoufand,  l^ 
*''  *        drafts  from  the  militia.^ 
Tbcir  Another  caufe  of  alarm  and  diilrefs  to  the 

befiegers  of  Bofton  was  derived  from  the  de- 
ficiency of  military  {lores,  which  no  art  could 
palliate,  and  nO  exertion  wholly  relieve.  The 
coaft  of  Africa  was  deprived  of  its  (lock  of 
powder  by  a  judicioufly  concerted  purchaie, 
and  a  coniiderable  quantity  was  feized  on 
board  a  veffel  near  the  bar  of  St.  Auguftine. 
One  Hopkins  alfo,  by  a  bold  and  fucceisful 
expedition  to  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 
iflands,  procured  fome  valuable  artillery^ ;  but 
all  thefe  acauiiitions  were  only  partial  and 
temj^orary  retources :  extenfive  fupplies  could 
not  be  obtained,  the  manufa6hire  of  gunpow- 
der direded  by  congrefs  proceeded  with  dif- 
couraging  tardfinefs,  and  even  when  individual 

•  Ob  tbcir  ^fnj  borne  federal  wem  antfted  by  ibe  eoontry  ftOfk% 
jttd  compeiled  to  ntuni. 

were 
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uere  deprived  of  their  arms  for  the  public  chap. 
fervice,  two  thouland  of  the  infantry  ftill  re*  J^Jl^ 
inained  unfupplied*  -  i776» 

While  fach  was  the  relative »fituation  of  inaaiviiy 
the  oppofed  armies,  it  afforded  much  reafona-  ^^^^ 
ble  ground  of  furprize,  that  Howe  fliould  re-  army, 
main  pent  up  in  Bofton,  and  make  no  military 
effort  to  relieve  the  miferies  of  his  own  troops, 
and  crufli  the  hopes  of  the  Americans.     He 
was  not  ignorant  of  Wafhington's  alarming 
diftreffes ;  and  this  want  of  cnterprize  enabled 
his  opponent  to  boaft  of  his  own  exertions  and 
lituation^  as  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  hif- 
tory ;  he  had  maintained  his  poft  for  fix  months 
xirithout  powder  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  had  dif- 
tanded  one  army,  and  recruited  another,  within 
inufket  (hot  of  more  than  twenty  Britifh  regi- 
ments.* 

In  this  interval,  the  American  general  often  Prtfienfft 
felt  the  approaches  of  defpondency,  and  in-  ?f  waft- 
ti  mated  apprehenfions  in  refpeft  to  the  neceffity        "' 
of  an  accommodation  with  the  mother-coun- 
try,"* yet  he  was  never  deferted  by  his  courage, 
or  by  that  more  rare  quality  of  perfeverance, 
which    preffes   forward  ^vith  manly  firmnefs 
towards  its  ultimate  objefcl,   not  deterred  by 
dangers,  or  goaded  into  injudicious  exertion 
by  peevifli  clamours  or  petulant  reproaches. 
Many  of  thefe  affaults  Wafliington   endured 
with  undiilurbed  ferenity ;  it  was  alleged  that 
vigorous  efforts  would  fucceed  in  expelling  the 
Snglifli  from  Bofton,  and  he  was  accufed  of 
delaying  effeftual  exertion  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
longing the  period  of  his  command.    When'  Feb. 
his  army  was  fufficiently  reinforced  to  juftify  ^a^^ 
the  rifk  of  a  decifive  meafure,  a  council  of  of  Dor. 

cbefter 
«  Wafliingtpn's  Lctterf)  ▼•  i.  p,  71  •      *  Idem,  p.  U-^i.       "»gn^»- 

VOL.  IX*  c  c  war 
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CHAP,  war  rcfolvcd,  as  the  nioft  efftGtaaA  meam  of 
J™^-    expelling  the  Engllfh   before   the    arrival  ot 
i77fi.     fuccours,    to  obtain   poireflion   of  Dorchefter 
Heights.* 

CiKXKRAL  Clinton  had  frequently  remon- 
ftrated  with  Ciage,  and  his  fucceflbr,  on  the 
importance  of  ttiis  poft ;  but  as  Bolton  wzs 
to  be  evacuated,  and  a  more  central  pofition 
afluined,  no  attention  was  paid  to  tliis  obJe& 
Washington,  for  a  feint,  commeDced  a  •bom* 
bardment  of  the  town  on  other  points,  which, 
from  the  unikilfulnefs  of  his  engineers,  and 
the  deficiency   of  powder,  excited  more  de- 

^ih  March,  fifion  thqn  alarm ;  but  the  gairifon  was  fud- 
denly  fiirprized  by  obferving  the  heights  of 
Dorchefter  fortified  with  lines  of  defence,  rf 
which,  on  the  preceding  evening,  not  tl^ 
fmalleft  indications  had  appeared.     This  maf- 

4t}»  March,  terly  manoeuvre  was  performed  in  one  night, 
by  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men  under  general 
Thomas,  who  carried  on  their  operations  with 
equal  zeal  and  diligence,  and  with  fuch  pro- 
found filence,  as  to  prevent  fufpicion^  and  en- 
fure  fuccefs. 

'  A  VIOLENT  ftorm  and  flood  prevented  as 
intended  attack  on  the  heigbts,  the  afcent  to 
wliich  was  alnioft  perpendicular,  and  the  ene- 
my, as  a  means  of  defence,  had  chained  to- 
gether hoglheads  filled  with  Hones,  intending  to 
roll  them  down  on  the  heads  of  the  alfailants : 
thefe  complicated  difficulties,  and  a  renion- 
ftrance  from  the  admiral  tliat  tlie  lliips  could 
no  longer-remain  fecure  in  the  road  while  the 
•  enemy  retained  the   heights,    occafioned  the 

Eyacua-     ^vacuation    of  Bofton.      Nearly  a  fortnight 

Tion  of       was  fpent  iu  preparing  for  tlie  embarkatioB, 

•      •      .-   .  «  Ramfay,  v.  i.  p«  •6x. 

during 
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aiiring  which  the  enemy  offered  nO  molefta-  chap. 
tion.  The  Britifh  army,  together  with  a  great  J^^. 
number  of  refiif^ccs,   ipeedily  arrived  at  Ha-      X776.  ' 

lifax.  '  '7th  Mar. 

Washington,  on  taking  poffeffion  of  tlie  Severities 
town,  confifcated  the  eftates  andefteAs  of  emi-  °j[^jj*^'* 
giants,   tried  the  royahfts  as  public  enemies  ' 

and  betrayers  of  their  country,  and  fequcftcred 
their  effeds  for  th^  public  fervice.  His  entry 
exhibited  all  the  pomp  of  viftory.  The  pro- 
rincial  legiflature  complimented  him  with  an 
affeftionate  addrefs ;  and  the  general  congrefs 
accompanied  their  vote  of  thanks  Avith  an 
honorary  medal. 

Under  all  circumftances,  the  retreat  frpm  Obfcrta-. 
tlie   capital    of  Maffachuffet's   Bay   was    dif-  '^®"** 
honourable   and  difadvantageous  to  the  Bri- 
tiih  arms.     Although  it  had  been  refoWed  to 
abandon  that  pofition,    yet  the  difgrace  of 
being  compelled  to  retreat  was  unnecclTarily 
incurred.     The  credit  of  entcrprize,  and  fame' 
y£  achievement  accruing  to  the  enemy,  wfte 
of  the  higheft  importance  to  a  people  yet  in 
bhe  rudiments  of  the  military  profeffion,  doubt-    - 
ful  of  their  own  ftreng-th,  rather  daring  than 
confident,  qualified  only  for  fudden  exertion, 
unimproved  by  pradice,  and  unreftrained  by 
iifcipline.     But  acquifitions  more  folid  thau 
thefe  fpeculative  advantages^  arofe  from  the 
precipitate  evacuation  of  Bofton  :  the  barracks 
ii'cre  uninjured,  the  cannon  were  only  in  part 
rendered  unfit  for  immediate  fervice,  immenfe 
[lores  were  left  untouched,^  and  not  a  dwel- 

'  The  ordnance  and  ftores  thus  abandoned  confifted  in  250  pieces 
if  cannon,  half  of  which  were  fervlceabie,  4.  thirteen  and  a  half 
nch  mortarsy  2,500  chaldrons  of  fea  coal,  25,000  buHieis  of  bar- 
ey»  600  buffaels  of  oats,  100  jars  of  oil,  and   150  horfes.    This  ^ 

arge  fupply  was  of  th^  utmo(t  importance  to  the  eneniy^  whQ  were  «      * 

fibouring  undei  the  grcutefl  vyant  both  of  itor^>$  and  proviitonA 

CCS  ling  '  " : 


'  T.  • 


38S  HISTORY   OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  ling  was  damaged,  except  thofe  which  hA 
3^'ib  beea  confumed  for  fuel  Thiia  was  Boftoa, 
i77«.  the  cradle  of  revolution,  and  the  primary  ob- 
jeft  of  parliamentary  vengeance,  lett  to  tlie  pof- 
feffion  of  the  enemy,  rather  improved  than 
injured  by  the  refidence  of  a  roy^l  army,  and 
tluis  the  Americans  received  the  means  as  veB 
as  the  earneft  of  further  fuccefsl 

From  the  circumftances  attending  tlib evenU* 
it  has  been  afl'erted,  tliat  a  compaft  was  en- 
tered   into    between    the    oppofing    generals, 
granting  a  fufpenfiou  of  hoflilities  during  the 
embarkation,  as  the  price  of  forbearing  to  io- 
jure  the  town.     The  exifienceof  fuch  a  coa- 
ventiou,  always  denied  by  the  Britiih  niiniftij, 
is  amply  difproved  by  the  teftimony  of  Waih- 
ington  himfelf,  who  afligns  clear  and  fatisfac- 
tory    reafons    for    not    attacking     the   royal 
army.  ^     Many    veflcls  which   arrived  fubfe- 
quently  to  the  evacuation,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the   enemy ;  thofe  laden  with  ftores,  were 
important  acquifitions  ;   fliips  were   ftationed 
off  Bofton  for  preventing  fuch  accidents,  but 
from   the  peculiar  fituation  of  the   harbour, 
tlie  captains  were  not  always  able  to  effed  tlirir 
orders. 
Campaign       Si  N  c  E  the  death  of  Montgomery,  the  intere& 
in  Canada.  ^£  ^j^^  Americans  had  fuffered  a  rapid  dcclen- 
Exertions    fion  in  Canada.     The  intelligence  of  his  fuc- 
gr<Si."        ^^^^  infpired  congrefs  with  unhounded  hopes; 
and  even  after  his  fall,  fome  meafures  werepro- 
'^*^6?'    fofed,  but  ncj^ligently  accompliihed,  fortov- 
ing  effeft  to  his  meafures.     Specie  M'as  vme4 
and  a  fmall  fum  obtained ;  reinforcements  were 
24th.      decreed,  but  the  levies  were  fparingly  filW; 
an  addrefs  was  framed  by  congrefs  ;  printer! 
and  preachers  were  difpatched  to  propagate  the 

%  Wsi/hingtgn> .Letters,  r.  i.  p«  »o6,  107^  xoS. 

.  AmericaB 
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IVmcrican  fy ftem  in  Canada ;  and  a  deputation,  chap. 
leaded  by  Franklin,  was  appointed  for  the  pur-    xxix. 
3ofe  of  luring  the  people  into  an  affociation,      177^ 
^y  a  promifed  pajticipation  in  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  confederacy,  the  freedom  of  reli- 
yion,  and  peaceable  polfeffion  of  ecclefiaftical 
property.  ^ 

Bkfojie  the  breaking  up  of  the  froft,  Arnold  ^*f!j^?! 
svas  joined  b)^  fix  companies  of  a  new  raifed  ^ 
regiment  under  Arthur  St  Clair;  but  though  nth  April. 
his  {pint  and  aflivity  had  enabled  hijn,  with  the 
rmafl  refidue  of  the  invading  army,  to  keep 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  in  continual  alarm,  his  re- 
fources  were  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  his 
enterprize ;  and  the  mifconduft  and  Brutality 
both  of  officers  and  foldiers,  completed  the 
alienation  of  the  natives.  The  imall  pox 
fpread  among  the  troops  with  fuch  virulence, 
that  when  their  nominal  mufter  aifiounted  to 
three  thoufapd,  njot  ibove  nine  hundred  were 
fit  for  duty.  Arnold,  however,  erefted  batteries 
on  the  fhores  of  St.  Lawrence  to  burn  the 
Shipping,  made  an  irruption  into  the  fuburbs 
and  burned  a  few  houfes ;  but  was  repulfed,  and 
the  fliipping  remained  uninjured. 

Reinforcements    being   daily    expefted  Caricton 
from    England,   and   the    impr$i6ticability   of  JP^*^^*^* 
making  an   effeftual  impreflion  on   the  city  *  ^' 
being  fufficiently  proved,  the  American  gene- 
rals became  anxious  to  retire.      They   were  6thMafv 
taking  meafures  for  this  purpofe,  when  the  Ifis 
man  of  war  and  two  frigates,  the  firft  which 
arrived  from  England,  with  ffreat  labour,  con- 
<luft,  and  refolution,  forced  their  way  through 
the  ice,  not  yet  deemed  paffable,  and  cut  off 
all  communication  between  parties  on  different 
fides  of  the  river.     Carleton,  availing  himfelf 

^  Ramfsy,  v.  i.  p.  165.  et  feq. 
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CHAP,  of  their  confternatiun,  made  a  fally.  Xbc 
*^!^  Americans  were  already  retreating,  the  con- 
1776-  fufion  foon  became  general^  and  they  fled  un- 
refifting  on  all  fides,  leaving  their  artillery, 
ftores,  Ifcaling  ladders,  and  evejy  other  incum- 
brance, and  folicitous  only  for  perfonal  fafetv. 
As  the  king's  troops  could  not  puifuc,  the 
flaughter  was  inconfidcrable ;  a  few  fick  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  vidtors,  and  fome  fmall 
iliips  of  war,  having  worked  their  way  up  the 
liver,  took  and  recaptured  feveral  veflels.  TIk 
Americans,  in  a  few  days,  were  colleSed  at 
3oreL 
Blockade  Til  US  was  the  feige  or  blockade  of  Quebec 
raiftj!^^  raifcd,  after  a  continuance  of  five  montk. 
To  the  excellent  military  conduct  of  Carleton, 
great  applaufc  is  due  for  tlie  prefer^ation  and 
Carlcton's  dcliverancq  of  the  place  :  his  humanity  and 
umamty.  pjuJence  arc  equally  admirable.  Learning 
that  feveral  fugitives  were  concealed  in  the 
woods,  he  iifued  a  proclamation,  alluring  them 
and  his  prifoners  of  relief,  protediion,  and  fafc 
conduft  to  their  places  of  refidence.  This 
condu6l  was  not  imitated  by  the  Americans, 
whofe  treatment  of  the  Britiili  prifoners  wa§ 
harflj,  fevere,  and  w^antonly  cruel.  * 
May.  A  fmall  party  of  Britiih  and  Indian^ 
under  the  command  of  captain  Fofter,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  poft  called  Ofwagatchie,  and 
captured  the  Cedars,  fituate  about  thirty  miles 
from  Montreal:  in  feveral  fubfequent  fkir- 
miflips,  many  prifoners  were  made,  whom  the 
Indians  were  with  difficulty  prevented  from 
butchering  according  to  their  cuftom  ;  but 
when  a  cartel  was  arranged  between  Fofter 
and  Arnold,  congrefs  refufed  to  ratify  it  on 

*  Stedman,  v.  i.  p.  169.    Wafliington^s  Letters,  v.  i*  p.  14^.  ' 
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%  moft' falfe  and  unfounded  pretence  that  their  chap. 
prifoners  had  been  treated  with  inhumanity.  ^      3^^ 
Reinforcements  from  Ireland  and  Eng-     1776. 
.land^  a  detachment  from  general  Howe,  and  Aa^nat 
another  of  foreign  troops,  having  augmented  the  TroU  Ri. 
army  in  Canada  to  thirteen  thoufaiid  men,  Car-  ^*^*^**' 
letonpurfued  the  routcof  the  Americans  to  Trios 
"  Rivieres,  a  village  in  the  midway  between  Mon- 
treal and  Quebec.     The  enemy  in  their  retreat 
had  alfo  met  fome  fuccours  fent  by  congrefs, 
and  attempted  at  this  place  to  furprize  the  royal 
forces.     This  projeft  was  at  once  raih  and  def- 
perate,  but  the  Ihame  of  failure  in  the  invafion 
of  Canada,  the  importance  of  retaining  it,  and 
the  neceflity   of  employing  the  troops  in  fome 
decided  adion,  influenced  Thomfon,    who  was 
now  commander  in  chief,  to  elfay  the  perilous 
enterprize.      The  divided  ftate   of  the  royal 
forces    alone  prefented  a  profpe6l  of  fuccefs. 
A  confiderable  body   was  ftationed   at   Trois 
liivieres,  under  brigadier  general  Frazer  ;  an- 
other portion,  commanded  by.  brigadier  gene- 
ral Neibit,  lay  near  them  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports ;    while    a    far  greater    number,    under 
Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Philips,  and  the  German 
general  Reideiel,  werefcatteredon  the  land  and 
"water  in  the  way  from   Quebec.      Thomfon 
proceeded  with  the  utmoft  caution,  coafting  in  * 

the  night,  and  concealing  his  forces  by  day. 
On  landing,  however,  his  troops  were  difcover-  ^^  J^^* 
ed  by  a  peafant ;  and  .  Frazer  was  enabled  to 
make  preparations  for  repelling  the  attack. 
The  Americans,  notwithltanding  their  hopes 
of  fuccefs  by  furprize  were  frufirated,  behaved 
■with  great  fpirit,  and  fee u  red  a  retreat,  though 
not  without  confiderable  lofs.  Thomfon  himfelf, 

k  Sec  Stedman,  v.  i.  p.  175,  WaOiington*s  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  284, 
985. 
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M'ith  about  tM'o  hundred  of  his  men,  were  takfti 
prifoners.     Colonel  St  Clair,  who  fucceededia 
the  command,  with  equal  judgment  and  intI^ 
pidity  extricated  the  army  from  their  perilous 
iituation,  and  in  a  few  days,  after  experiencing 
many  hardfliips,  they  joined  the  main  bodyal 
Sorel.    Carleton  puifued,  but  not  with  fafficient 
alertnefs,  for  when  his  firft  di  viiion  arrived  atSorel, 
the  enemy  had  already  evacuated  it  two  horn. 
Genekal  Sullivan,  who  conduced  the 
retreat  from  Canada,  led  his  troops  through  a 
difficult  and  dangerous  trad  of  country,  and,  in 
the  face  of  afuperior  force,  effe6ted  their  fafctr, 
preferved   their  cannon,  baggage,  and  ftores, 
and  brought  off  a  numerous  body  of  fick.  The 
Canadians  who  had  been  feduced  into  the  in- 
tereft  of  the   invaders,  purfued  their  retreat 
^ith  reproaches  and  expoilulations,  but  their 
complaints  met  with  little  attention- 

The  American  army  croffed  lake  Champlain, 
and  reached  Crown  Point ;  General  Gates  had 
been  appointed  to  command  them,  but  on  learn- 
ing their  ill  fuccefs  he  remained  within  the 
province  of  New  York.  The  Americans  having 
effefted  their  retreat,  employed  themfelves,  un- 
der Arnold,  with  the  utmoft  diligence  in  equip* 
ping  a  fleet  of  fixteen  veiTels,  carrying  ninety 
guris,  for  the  purpofe  of  commanding  lake 
Champlain.  By  dire6tion  of  the  general  they 
were  confer ufted  to  row  or  fail,  like  tbofe  ufed 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  whole  fleet  was 
under  his  command. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  equally  occupied 
in  the  creation  of  a  fleet,  and  the  conftru^on 
of  batteaux  to  carry  his  army  acrofs  the  laka. 
AfTifted  by  the  able  and  indefatigable  exertionsot 
geuml  Phillips,  who  commanded  the  artiUeij^ 
commodore  Douglas,,  captain  Pringle,  lietf*^ 
1  *  nanti 
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tiants  Schanks,  Dacres,  Pellew,  Longroft,  and  chap. 
Fawkener,  of  the  navy;  he  collefted  atlotillaof  3^^ 
five  aimed  veffels,  and 'twenty-two  gun-boats,      1776. 
carrying  eighty-feven  guns.  The  armed  veffels    ^P^****^* 
were  manned  by  naval  officers  and  feanien  ;  the 
gun-boats   by  the  Britifh  and  Heflian  artil- 
lery, under  their  own  officers,  with  merchant- 
ieamen  to  row  them.     The  command  of  the- 
whole  was  intruded  to  captain  Pringle,  with 
the  rank  of  commodore:  Sir  Guy   Carleton 
went  on  board  his  veflel  as  a  paffenger. 

The  enemy  having  advanced  to  Point  au  fer,  5*  oft- 
the  flotilla,  by-gi-eat  exertions,  wjis  enabled  to 
quit  St.  John's.  The  army,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  followed  as  far  as 
Cumberland  Bay,  having  been  inftrufted  to 
attend  the  fuccefs  of  the  naval  operations. 

The  gun- boats  commenced  eifedive  opera-' "***• 
tions  by  driving  on  fhore,  on  Valcour  Ifland, 
an  American  brig  of  fourteen  guns.  The  in- 
dians,  who  attended  the  Britifh  fleet  in  canoes, 
then  landed,  and  retained  pofleffion  of  the  ifland, 
between  which,  and  the  eaftern  ihore  of  the  lake, 
the  enemy's  fleet  was  anchored.  The  Britifh 
gun-boats,  affifted  by  fuch  veflels  as  could  work 
into  the  bay  a^ainft  the  wind,  aflailed  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  the  firing  continued  till  funfet,  during 
which  time  three  American  veflels  were  defl:roy- 
ed,  with  about  feventy  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed :  the  Britiih  loft  one  gun-boat  and  twenty 
men. 

Arnold,  anticipating  a  certain  defeat  when 
the  armed  veflels  and  gun-boats  could  be  en- 
abled to  aft  conjointly  againfl;  his  crippled  fleet, 
dexteroufly  pafled  between  the  Britifli  armament 
and  thefliore  duringthe  night,  and  at  day -break, 
almoft  the  whole  of  his  force  was  out  of  fight,  liiir.- 
A  purfuit  was  commenced,  and  a  gale  of  wmd, 

which 
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CHAP,  "tt^hich  difperfed  his fquadron,  was fo favouTaUe 
xxix^  to  the  Englilh,that  in  the  two  fucceedingdaiyjj 
three  veiVcls,  with  brigadier  general  Waterbmy, 
were  captured;  fix  more  jjeneral  Arnold  ran  an 
ihore  and  burned,  and  only  three  efcaped,  wi4 
Arnold  himfelF,  to  Ticonderoga. 

In  this  exploit  feveral  fingular  circumfianccs 
deferv«  to  be  particularly  commemorated.  Lake 
Chaniplain  is  ninety  miles  in  lengtli^-andat 
Uie  wideft  part  tvrelve  in  breadth,  fituated  up- 
wards of  feven  hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
veflels  were  conftrufted  in  England,  and  aftff 
eroding  the  Atlantic,  taken  to  pieces,  and  car- 
ried by  land,  lixtcen  miles,  from  Fort  Chanibte 
to  Saint  John's,  tlic  river  being  impaflable,  and 
.  too  Ihallow  for  the  veflels.  The  number  of 
Britilh  naval  officers  who  afterwards  acquiml 
high  renown,  many  of  whom  began  their  adive 
fcrvice  in  this  expedition,  is  alfo  remarkabk. 
The  Americans  laboured  under  almoft  equal 
<lifficulties  with  the  Englilh  in  forming  their 
armament,  and  the  gallantry  of  Arnold  fliould 
not  be  forgotten  :  when  under  the  necefBty  of 
firing  fix  of  his  veflels,  he  remained  on  board 
his  galley  till  ihe  was  completely  enveloped  in 
flame,  and  left  his  flag  flying  ina  fituation  where 
it  could  not  be  ftruck. 
ciofeof  ^^  impediment  now  remaining^  the  Englilh 

thccajn-  advanced  and  took  pofleflion  of  Crown  Point 
Cawda?  ^^  here  they  found  the  works,  and  barracks  for  a 
thoufand  men,  in  altatcofdecay.  Preparations 
.  were  m  adc  for  rt  nderi  ng  them  capable  of  defence, 
ixnd  leaving  a  garriibn,  but  from  the  advanced 
period  of  the  Icafon,  it  was  deemed  imprani- 
cable  to  fecurc  fupplics  of  provifions,  while 
..^  lake  Cliamplain,  neither  entirely  open,  nor 
completelv  frozen,  would  foon  become  iropaf- 

faWc 
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Ikhle  till  iftcr  Chriftmas.      The   garrifon  of  chap. 
Ticonderoga  was  conddered  too  numerous  to    ^^^^ 
afford  hopes  of  a  fuccelsful  allaulton  the  works,      1776. 
and  the  army  evacuated  Crown  Point,  and  re-  >^  Nor. 
turned  to  Canada,  having  deftroyed  a  material 
obftruftion  to  the  operations  of  the  next  fum- 
Tner,  and  ftrengthened  the  Britiih  fleet  fo  as  to 
J3reclude  all  probability  of  the  building  and 
equipment  of  another  fquadj'on  by  the  enemy 
to  difpute  the  command  of  the  lake  in  the  en- 
fuing  fpring."* 

Governor  Martin,  after  liis  expulfion  Proceed- 
from  the  government  of  North  Carolhia,  ufcd  i"S8jn 

xr     *.     *  •       *u  1  1  North  Ca- 

inany  efiprts  to  regain  the  colony,  and  was  roiina. 
itimulated  in  his  exertions  by  information  that 
confiderablp  iuccours  were  expected  under  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  lord  Cornwallis.  By  mean5 
of  trully  emilfaries,  he  embodied,  under  the 
command  of  coloncbj  Macdonald  and  Macleod, 
the  Scotch  emigrants,  fiii  J  a  number  of  refolute 
unruly  men  called  regulators,  who  lived  in  a 
wandering  ftate  of  independence,  chiefly  occu- 
pied in  hunting.  The  enemy  immediately  col- 
lected a  force  under  colonel  James  Moore, 
afterwards  a  major-general.  The  plans  of  the 
loyalifts  were  difcovered  and  counteracted  ;  for 
wantof  unanimity,  they  futfcred  an  important  ' 

period  to  elapfe  in  conferences,  Avhile  Moore 
was  joined  by  five  hundred  men  under  colonel 
Cafwell.      Both   bodies   were    ftationed    near  ft6thFeb. 
Moore's  Creek,  and  an  attack  of  the  loyalifts  ^^Tl^ 
expected,  when  Moore  during  the  night  retreatr  ifts.      " 
ed  acrofs  the  water  to  a  place  of  ambuili,  taking 
the  planks  from  the  bridge,  and  greafmg  the 
fleepers,  fo  that  only  one  man  at  a  time  could 
advance.     Deluded  by  fij-es  left  in  the  camp, 

1  In  ihis  parrative  I  have  been  ailiftjcd  by  f aluabie  private  infor-' 
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CHAP.   Macleod  confiocred  it  evacuated  through  fear, 
^2?j^   and  prefling   unwarily  forward  with  a  finall 
1776.      number  of  men,  was  killed,  together  with  mofi 
ayihFcb.    Qf  j^jg  followers  ;  fonie  fled,  and  the  refidue,  in- 
cluding JVIacdonald,  M'ere  taken  prifoners. 
id  May.         Delavs  in  Ireland,  and  bad  weather,  pre- 
to^B^'iS?"  vented  the  arrival  of  the  forces  embarked  with 
wick.        Sir  Peter  Parker  till  the  feafon  was  confiderably 
advanced."      General   Clinton,   who   quitted 
Bofton  in  December,  took  command  of  thefc 
troops  on  their  arrival  at  Cape  Fear,  and  by 
proclamation  invited  the  colonifts  to  return  to 
their  allegiance,  which  produced  but  mcon- 
fiderable  ettefi.    The  general  next  ordered  a 
fmall  party  to  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  totiy 
the  loyalty  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  afccr- 
tain  whether  they  would  arm  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  latepefs  of  the  arrival  at  Cape 
Fear  did  not  aflbrd  time  for  the  experiment. 
Unfuccffs-      Ai^OTHER  expedition  was  undertaken  by 
onsSir'  general  Clinton,  in  conjunftion  w4th  Sir  Peter 
van's         Parker,  againft  Sullivan's  Ifland,  which  princi- 
iSjIiDe.    P^^'y  proteaed  the  trade  of  CharleftoM^n,  in 
South  Corolina,     After  fomc  delays  the  fleet 
leached  the  place  of  deftination,  and  the  gene- 
ral took  pofleflion  of  Long  Ifland,  on  the  point 
of  which  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were 
raifcd,  and  which  Mas  reprefented  as  commu- 
nicating with  Sullivan's  by  a  ford,  paffableat 
low  water,  and  Mitli  the  main  bj'-  creeks  nan- 
<>;able  with  boats  of  driift.     Clinton,  on  invef- 
tigating  tlie  fitnation  of  the  ford,  found,  to  bis 
great  mortification,  the  channel,  .whiclm*as  re- 

»  Thcfc  confifteil  of  the  Brijlol  of  50  gun»,  Sir  Peter  Parka  j  fiK 
Kxjicriment  of  50  guns  ;  the  Aclive,  Solebay,  Alteon,  andSyna 
frigates  of  a8  guns  each  5  ihe  Sphynx  of  20  guns  j  a-biirdanarf 
(liipof&2;  a  fmall  (loop  of  war,  and  an  armed  fchooner,  and tbe 
Thunder  !>ortib-kcrch.  Tl»^  land  forced  under  k»td  CojpwilfisaM 
bi  igadier -general  Vaughan  conr>|nifed  fix  regiments  and  C:?rt«»' 
pajiies, 

ported 
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J)orted  to  be  only  eighteen  inches,  upwards  of  chap. 
even  feet  in  depth  :  his  operations  from  Long    ^^^. 
Ifland  confequeutly  became  confined,   and  al-      j??^. 
though  his  fituation  occafioued  alarm  to  tl),e 
enemy,  yet  as  he  had  not  boats  for  above  feven 
hundred  men,  he  could  not  attempt  any  im- 
portant operation.  He  informed  the  commo-  isthj^ner 
dore  that  there  was  no  practicable  ford,  and  of 
the  confequent  impoffibility  of  co-operating, 
but  offered,  when  the  attack  fliould  be  begun, 
to  make  a  diverfion  in  the  admiral's  favour,  or 
to  fend  two  battalions  to  a6t  on  his  fide,  in  cafe 
tie  and  the  general  officer  appointed  to  com- 
mand them  fliould  be  of  opinion  they  could  be 
protefled  in  landing,  and  employed  to  advan- 
tage ;  a  propofal  t6  which  no  anfwer  was  re- 
turned. 

The  defence  of  Sullivan's  Ifland  was  con- 
ducted by  colonels   Moultrie  and   Thomfon, 
under  the  ^ireftion  of  general  Lee,  who  had 
travelled  from  the  main  army  to  a  fpot  north  of 
Sullivan's  Ifland,  where  he  lay  encamped,  and 
maintained  a  communication. by  means  of  a 
bridge  of  boats.     The  fl:reets  near  the  water 
were  ftrongly  barricaded;    the  (lores  an   the 
wharfs  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  defence  con- 
tinued to  the  water's  edge.     In  a  few  days,  by 
the  labour  of  the  inhabitants,  in  conjunftion 
with  fome  negroes  from  the  country,  fuch  ob- 
fl:ru6lions  were  raifed  as  would  greatly  have  era- 
Ibaraffed  the  royal  army  in  an  attempt  to  land. 
The  Americans  gained  this  interval  in   con- 
fequence   of  delays  to   which  the  fleet  was 
fubjeSed  by  the  weather.  When  the  aifaultcom-  jgth; 
menced,  three  frigates  (the  A6teon,  Syren,  and 
Sphynx)  proceeding  to  a  point  from  which  they 
,  could  have  aifailed  the  weakeft  part  of  the  fort, 
xan  aground ;  two  were  afterwards  floated,  but 

the 
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CHAP,  the  A6)con  was  burnt  to  prevent  her  falling  itib 
^^]^J^  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy,  Tliis  accident  fnif- 
177*.  t rated  the  intended  co-operation  of  the  troops, 
who  Mere  embarked  for  the  purpofe.  The  fort 
was  built  of  palmetto,  a  ibft  j>orous  vood, 
which  received  tlieJ  cannon  balls  with  little 
damaijje,  and  aUhough  a  tremendous  firing  vas 
maintained  till  night,  refifted  its  effeft.'  The 
Americans  directed  their  artillery  with  fieady 
aim,  and  tremendous  execution ;  the  Ihips  were 
reduced  to  wrecks,  and  the  quarter-deck  of 
the  Briftol  was,  at  one  time,  cleared  of  every 
officer,  except  tlie  commodore.  For  about  an 
hour  and  half  the  fort  was  fUeficed  and  eva- 
cuated, but  re-oCcupied  by  the  x^meri cans,  vhen 
they  found  the  Britifh  ariny  could  not  tab 
pofleflion.  In  the  night  the  fliips  flipped  tlicir 
cables,  and  in  a  few  days  the  troops  re-em- 
T)arked  for  New  York,  leaving  the  damaged 
velfcls  near  the  fccne  of  a6lion  to  refit* 

This  failure  in  an  attack  on  one  of  the 
^veakeft  of  the  colonies  was  extremely  detri- 
mental to  the  Britifh  caufe ;  it  gave  additional 
animation  to  the  hopes  of  the  Americans,  and 
])'crhaps  fanflioned  the  prcfumption  of  fonie 
of  their  meafurcs.  Congrefs  exprefled  M-ann 
approbation  of  the  condud  of  its  officers,  and 
the  fort  fo  ably  and  profperoufly  defended,  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Moultrie.  From  feme 
obfciirities  and  adventitious  miftakes  in  Sir 
Peter  Parker's  letter,  and  the  exti'a6l  of  general 

■  This  circumftance  is  alfo  aunbated  to  the  length  of  the  ma* 
lojis,  and  the  lownels  of  the  fort,  which  diminiihecl  the  cfi«6  a- 
pe£\ed  from  the  weight  of  the  fliot.  The  palmetto  is  a  tree  ^eadai 
to  the  Soutliern  (tatcs  of  America  {  it  grows  from  lo  to  40  ttetin 
height,  without  branches,  and  Terminates  in  a  head  referabling  that 
of  a  cabbage.  The  wood  is  remarkable  Spongy  5  a  bullet  caicnng 
makes  no  extended  fra6liire,  but  buries  iilelf  without  injuring  (^ 
pans  adjacent.  Ramfay's  Hiltory  of  the  Revolution  in  Sooih  Caro- 
lina>  vol.  1.  p.  i±i» 

Clintons 
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<^linton's  difpatch,  which  were  inferted  in  the 
London  Gazette,  attempts  were  made  to  con- 
vey •cenfure  on  the  conduft  of  the  army, 
and  fix  on  the  general  the  charge  of  negli- 
gence, in  having*  omitted  to  apprize  himfelf  of 
the  ftate  of  the  fort  at  a  fufticiently  early 
period.  General  Clinton  however  had  com-* 
tnunicated  that  circumllance  to  the  com- 
modore, ten  days  before  the  attack.  If  hi^ 
offer  of  placing  troops  on  board  the  fl)ip$ 
had  been  accepted,  undoubtedly  the  fort 
might  have  been  fecured  when  evacuated*  by 
the  enemy,  an  event  fuppofed  to  have  been 
occafioned  by  the  want  of  powder,  which  was 
afterwards  brought  to  them  from  the  main 
land.  In  fa6l,  it  appears  that  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
from  an  exceffive  confidence  in  the  powers  of 
the  fleet,  rather  undervalued,  and  therefore 
declined  the  co-operation  of  the  army.** 

However  artfully  the  fa6l  might  be  veiled,  Pioccfd. 
or  however  ftrenuouily  denied;  it  could  not  be  co^ngrcfs. 
reafonably  doubted,  that  from  the  beginning 
of  the  conteft  Avith  America,  a  violent  and  ac-  Effbm  to 
tive  party  had  been  unremittingly  employed  dl^-*"' 
in  effeding  a  total  feparation  between  the  colo-  dcncc 
Bies  and  the  mother-country.     Every  incident 
which  could  favour  this  aim  was  affiduoufly 
cherifhed,  and  every  expreffion  which  could 
exafperate   the  colonifts  ftudioufly  amplified. 
Early  in  the  fummijr  of  1775,  congrefs  palled 
a  vote,  that  the  alfemblies  of  the  feveral  colo- 
nies iho^ild  inftruA  their  deputies  relative  to  the 
independence  of  America.     The  roftraints  and 
increafing  difficulties  under  which  the  advo- 

o  In  this  account,  befides  the  hiftories,  Gazette,  and  periodical  pub- 
lications, I  have  confulted  the  Memoirs  of  Gt:neral  Lee,  RamfayU 
Hiftoi-v  of  the  Revolution  in  South  Caiplina,  and  havt  been  favouictW 
with  iome  unpubtU/hed  documents.  « 

catts 
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CHAP.  Cites  for    reparation,  would   find  themfefres 
J^j^    in  the  event  of  a  protraAed    conteft  cm  the 
*77^-     prefent  terms,  undoubtedly   gave    impidfe  to 
this  premature  vote.     The  fuccefs  which  at- 
tentled  their  malitary  efforts  in  that  campaigiL 
diminillied  the  apparent  prefumption ;  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  enfuing  feffion  of  parliament, 
>vcre  defcanted  on  in  a  manner  calculal^  to 
.fonvard  the  intended  effeft  ;   and   all  the  ^^ 
fources  of  faction  were  tried  to   render  thb 
daring  meafure  acceptable. 
PuWica-         TuE  prefs  was  neceffarily  a  principal  infmi- 
tions,         incut  and  teemed  M'ilh  publications  of  varioos 
Common    degrees  of  merit.     Among  the  moft  confpiai- 
Sente.        ^^jj,  ^yj^j,  2^  pamphlet  written  by  Thomas  Pain, 
called  Common  Senfe.     Tlic  author  had  latd? 
emigrated  from  England  ;  he  had  no  claim  to 
the  advantages  of  education,  but  thought  asd 
reafoned  with  force,  andu^ith  afubtlety  which 
was  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  appeavd  the 
genuine  offspring  of  unpremeditated  candour, 
liis  pamphlet  was  replete  with  rough  iarcafdc 
♦       "wit,  and  lie  took,  with  great  judgment,  a  correft 
aim  at  tlic  feelingsf  awd  prejudices  of    thofe 
n^hom  he  intended  to  influence.     Writing  to 
fanatics,  he  drew  his  arguments  and  illufin- 
tions  from  the  holy   fcriptures  ;    his    reados 
having  no  prediledion  for  hereditary   titles, 
diftindions  to  them  unl^nown,  received  with 
applaufe  his  invectives  aivl  fneers  at  heredi- 
*  tary  monarchy  ;   a  notion  of  increafing  opu- 

lence, and  falVe  calculations  on  their  popula- 
tion and  means  of  profperity,  had  renderal 
them  arrogant  and  felf  iufficient,  and  coB£^ 
quently  diVpofed  them  to  relifh  the  arguments 
he  employed,  to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  fub- 
jugating  a  large  continent  to  a  fmall  iilaiul 
ou  the  other  lide  of  tlie  gl^>be.     To  intlame  the 
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refentment  of  the  Americans,  every  aft  of  the  c  h  A?* 
Bi'itifli  government  towards  them,  was  repre-  ^3Si* 
fcnted  in  the  moft  ungracious  light;  and  tneir     1776. 
confidence     was    augmented    by    arguments 
tending  to  prove  the  neceflity,  advantage^  and 
prafticabiUty  of  independence.     This  publica- 
tion was  fo  well  timed,  and  fo  artfully  wtitten^ 
as  to  produce  ^ffefts  which  a  more  laboured 
eloquence  and  better  arguments  would  have 
emulated  or  oppofed   in  vain,    and  procured 
numerous  partisans  to  the  caufe  of  indepen- 
-dence,  even  among  tlK)fe  who  but  a  few  montlis 
before  regarded  the  proportion  with  abhor- 
rence.    Minor  arts  were  not  neglected :    the  Mobt. 
mob  of  Philadelphia,  the  feat  of  congreis,  in 
particular,  and  the  lower  clais  in  all  parts  of 
the  continent,  were  taught  to  clamour  tor  this 
favourite  ol>jeA,  and  to  treat  individuals  as 
friends  or  eiK?mies  in  proportion  as  they  fa- 
voured or  oppofed  it. 

Yet  many  of  the  fuperior  order  were  re-  luflucncc  ^ 
flrainetl  by  fear,  intcrefl,  habit,  and  confcience,  ^"^  '^^ 
from  acceding  to  a  plan  of  linal  feparation; 
fcut  thofe  whom  fuch  motives  could  reflrain 
were  referved,  mild,  and  patiently  expedant  of 
events,  while  their  opponents  were  fanguine> 
violent,  and  precipitate. 

Pr  Rsu  1  \  G  the  line  of  condiift  adopted  in  the  is^  May. 
preceding  year,  the  congrefs  palfed   a  refolu-  »««»: 
tfon,  recommending  the  affemblics  and  cottven-  S^Jhe*^ 
tions  of  the  united  colonies,  where  no  fuffi*  lonict  to 
cient  government  had  been  hitherto  eftablifhed,  "i^^!^ 
to  adopt  fuch  as  fliould  beft  conduce,  to  the  venmi«nts. 
happinefs    and    fafety    of  their  cpuflituents, 
and  of  America  in  general.     The  reafons  af* 
figned  for  this  vote  in  its  preamble,  were  the 
king's  conduftj  in  having,  jointly  with  the  two 

VOL.  II.  .  p  p  '    houfes 
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CHAP,  hbufes  of  parliament^  excluded  the  A^iieriautf 

J™[^  *^^"*  ^^^  pvoteftion  of  his  croiini,  refuibd  to 
1776.  anfwer  their  petitions^  and  engaged  mace- 
iiarie;>  to  deftroy  the  good  people  of  tlie  colo- 
nies ;  and  it  M'as '  declared  irrecoQcilabk  to 
realbn  and  good  confcience,  to  take  the  oatb 
and  affiimations  neceilary  for  the  fupport  of 
any  government,  under  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.' 

Proceed-         Th  IS  rcfolution,  in  which  the  king*s  perfooal 

*"^**  condu6land  authority  were  firft  formally  at- 
tacked, was  received  with  various  fenfations. 

In  Mary,  jn  the  couvciition  of  Maryland,  the  propo- 
fition  of  independency  was  rejefted  by  fevcn 
counties  againft  four;  and  inftrudions  fent  to 
the  delegates  in  congrefs  to  vote  againfi  it; 

18th May.  \y^i  tJie  fame  coniention  pafled  a  reiblutioii 
for  omitting  the  king's  name  in  the  public 
prayers.''      The  committee  of  infpeSion  for 

phia**^'^^"  tiie'^province  of  Philadelphia,  in  an  addrefs  \» 
tlie  aflembly,  obferved  with  tlie  deepelt  con- 
cern, that  the  ground  of  oppofition  to  the 
meafures  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  was  totally 
changed  ;  inilead  of  forwarding  reconcilia^ 
tion^  a  lyftem  was  adopted  tending  immedi- 
ately to  fubvcrt  the  conftitution.  'Appealing 
to  the  declaration  of  congrefs,  that  they'  meant 
not  to  deftroy,  but  reftore  the  union,  the  com- 
mittee advifed  the  aifembly  religioufly  to  ob- 
ferve  the  inft^*u£l;ions  given  to  the.  delegates  in 
i)ongrefs,  >nd  oppofe  tlie  minutefr  alteration 
of  uat  valuable  conflitutipn,  under  which 
the  people  had  experienced  every  happinefs, 
and  in  fupport  of  which  they  were  willing  to 
engage  in  any  juil  and  reafonable  undertaking. 

■P  See  the  Tote,  Alman's  Reiaembmiccr,  voUliu  p.  1  s^- 
.    4  Idem.  p.  »o6«<  . 
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The  alTembly,  declaring  the   queftion  of  in-  CHAF. 
dependence  too  imjjortant'for  their  decifion,    xxix. 


fent  the  reprefentations  on  each  fide  to  all  the  »776. 
tovns  and  counties  in  the  province,  and  with- 
drew from  their  union  with  congrefs.  The 
committee  bf  Philadelphia,  indignant  at  this 
moderation,  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs, 
declaring  the  alfembly  did  not  poffefs  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  nor  conftitute  a  full  and 
equal  reprefentation,  the  majority  being  com* 
pofqd  of  men  who  held  offices  under  thecro^vn, 
who  Avere  dragged  into  a  compliance  with  moft 
of  the  refolutions  of  congrefs  from  the  fear  of 
a  provincial  convention,  and  who  were  no 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  tliat  power  which  had 
declared  itfelf  poircifed  of  a  right  to  tax  the 
colonies  without  their  confent,  and  to  bind 
them  in  all  poflible  cafes.  On  a  reference  to 
the  people,  the  majority  were  reported  to  fa- 
vour independence;  and  a  convention,  fuper-  ^ 
feding  the  aflembly,  inftrufted  the  delegates 
in  congrefs  to  vote  accordingly/ 

ViRoiNiA,  the  countiy  of  Walhington,  Vii^inlii 
Patrick  Henry,  and  other  confpicuous  revo- 
lutionary charafters,  not  only  adopted,  but 
yather  anticipated  the  views  of  congrefs ;  for 
on  the  v^ry  day  the  refolution  paffed  in  that  15th  MqrJ 
body  recommending  to  the  people  to  fix  a  form 
of  government,  the  convention  of  the  pro- 
vince unanimoufly  refol  ved  that  their  delegates 
fhould  be  inftru6tcd  to  propofe  declaring  the 
united  colonies  free  and  independent  fiates, 
abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown  or 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  concur 
m  the  neceflary  meafures  for  contfafting  fo- 
reign alliances/    A  committee^  appointed  at 

•    '  Almon'i  RemcmVfsnicer,  yoI.  iii.  p.  %^,  »oS.  iix% 
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C  H  AF,  the  fame  time  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  rights. 

32^^   prefented,  at  a  iubfequent  fitting,  the  refiilt 

1776-      of  their  labours,  in  eighteen  articles.* 

^^?*         In  tlie  interval  preceding  the  difcuiTioBof 

rights.        the  important  queftion  of  independence,  in- 

lit  June,     trigue  was  jiever  at  reft:  many  members  of 

toifciiffion    con^reCs  intradably  adhered  to  their  firft  in* 

turn  o?7n'  ftructions,  and  could  not  be  convinced  that  a 

depcndcn-    found  majority  of  the  people  would  ever  faac- 

^y*  tion  the  mealure.     The  inftru6lions  procured 

to  that  effctt  were  not  fo  numerous  or  fo  pofi- 

«  S^me  of  thtCt  merit  notice^  as  well  for  their  own  importaae^ 
as  on  account  of  the  praAical  illuftraekms  tbey  have  fince  recavtd. 

I  •  All  men  are  l>om  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  cenaa 
Inherent  natural  righti,  of  which  they  cannot,  by  any  oonpad,  dN 
privc  or  diveft  tbetr  pofterity  |  among  which  are  the  cnnymeat  of 
life  and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring  and  poflcfiing  fre- 
^erty,  and  purfuing  and  obtaining  happinefs  and  iafety. 

a.  All  pw)wer  is  vefted  In»  ami  confeqoently  derived  Itob,  Ae 
l^cople  I  magiftrates  are  their  truftees  and  ieryants,  aad  at  ail  mbb 
amenable  to  them. 

3.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  benefit,  piotedio% 
and  recurinf  of  the  community.  That  government  is  b^  which  ii 
Capable  ot  producing  the  greateft  degree  of  hs^incfs  and  ^Setj, 
and  is  roofi  eifeAually  fecured  agatnft  the  danger  of  maUadmtniftia- 
tion  s  and  whenever  any  govermnent  ihall  be  found  inadequate  or 
contrary  to  theft^  purposes,  the  niajority  of  the  comnsunity  haih  an 
undtlbrtable,  tinaiienable,  and  indefeafihle  right  to  reform,  alter,  cr 
ibolifli  it,  as  ihall  be  judged  moft  conducive  to  tiiepnblic  weaU 

4.  No  man,  or  fet  of  men,  are  entitled  to  excloiive  or  li|MiHi 
emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in  conGdcraMo. 
c£  pablic  lerviccs  s  which,  not  being  dc-fceodihlt  or  hereditary,  the 
idea  of  a  nian  bom  a  magiftrate,  a  legtflator  or  a  ju^H^ia  wamumd 
and  abfurd. 

x6«  The  people  hare  a  right  to  unifonn  goverament,  and  thoe' 
iott  no  ttovttwnent  feparate  from,  or  independent  of*  the  govecs- 
ment  of^Virginia,  ought  of  right  to  be  erefted  dr  cftahyfted  ca  ikt 
province* 
.    ty.  No  free  govervmeat,  or  the  blefling  of  liberty,  can  be  an- 

Sentd  to  any  people  bat  by  a  Arm  adherence  to  jufiicr,  \ —  ^ 

temperance,-  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  fiequent 
'lisndamtotal  principles. 

.    The  remaining  articles  relate  to  the  deftion  of  l^ , 

^e  impoGtion  of  taxQs>  to  crime,  trial,  and  nuniflunent,  t»  haS, 
fhe  liberty  of  the  prds,  the  militia,  and  xetigioirs  toleratioiu  Set 
the  DeclaradoD  or  Rightf  at  kagtb^  AhwnY  ftcflocnhfaaecr, 
<ti  ill.  jft,  aax«; 
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tivc  asliad  been  expeded,  and  the deLermined  chap.. 
pppofitiou  they  encountered,  almoft  reduced  3?^^ 
the  revokitionary  party  to  defpair."     llie  pe-     j;?^- 
rjod  was,  however,  arrived,  M'heu  the  experi- 
ment muft  be  finally  tried  ;  the  commiffioners 
>vere  on  tjieir  palTage   from   England;    and 
iinlcfs  the  people  of  America  were  precluded  by, 
Ibme  authentic  aft  from  embracing  their  pro^- 
pofals,  the  labour  fo  Jong  emplo^^d  would  be^ 
totally  loft,  and  the  profped,  now  fo  pear  and 
flattering,  for  a  long  time  clofed, 

Pu RSUAXT  to  tlie  inftruftions  received  from  7th  June, 
that  colony,  the  motion  for  declaring  America 
jajdependent,  was  made  by  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  of  Virginia,  The  debates  were  continue4 
lic^rly  a  fortnight:  John  A4^ms  was  the  priur 
cipal  fupporter  of  the  affirmative,  and  John 
pickinfon  his  chief  opponent.*  After  all  the 
efforts  of  intrigue,  on  putting  the  quefripn, 
fix  colonies  voted  on  each  fide,  and  the  dele-, 
gates  for  Penfylvania  were  equally  divided. 
Contrary  to  the  el^abliflied  rule  of  their  owa  it « car. 
proceeding,  the  debate  was  refumed  the  eijr  ^^' 
fuing  day,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  a  man  natu-t 
rally  timid  and  variable,  relinquiilied  the  prin-r 
ciple  he  had  fo  ftrenuoufly  maintained,  and  by 
lais  vote  decided  tl)C  conteft/ 

.   A  DECLAUATioiir  or  aft  of  independence  was  4.th  July, 
foon  afterwards  iM'omulgated,  and  it  may  fafely  P^cUra- 
be  averred,  that  at  no  preceding  period  of  hif-  dc^udco^ 
tory  was  lb  important  a  tranfaftion  vindicated  «y- 
by  fo  ihallow  anjd  feeble  a  compofition.    It  be- 
gins by  recognizing  tlie  propriety  qf  explain- 

u  .0aDov«ay's  ^iftorical  ^nd  Political  BefledHons  on  tb<}  j^lCb  am4 
IVogi-ers  of  the  Ameiioan  'KelH;Uidn>  p.  xoS* 

^  ^  RamlayVHiftory  of  the  Amencan  Rttrohitioiii  y.  t.  p«  3 39. 
Y  GaHowny^s  Hiftodcal  and  Political  Rcfle5lions»  p.  toS.    0^« 
liw^y'3 ^ximio^tioo l^efore  tt^  houfe  ofcQimxij^nSf  p.  5i  note. 

P  J>  3.      '  ing. 
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ing,  with  a  decent  refpeft  to  the  opinions  of 
^^^^  mankind,  the  caufes  which  impelled  the  con- 
"TttIT'  grefs  to  diflblve  their  political  connexion  ^itb 
England,  and  to  affume  among  the  powen»  of 
the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation  to 
which  they  M'ere  entitled  by  the  lav  s  of  na- 
ture, and  of  nature's  God.  The  leading  arti- 
cles of  the  declaration  of  rights  by  the  con- 
vention of  Virginia  are  then  afiirmed ;  aud 
while  it  is  admitted  that  governments  long 
eftabliflied  IhouW  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
tranfient  caufes,  an  affcrtion  is  made,  that  a 
long  train  of  abufes  apd  ufurpations  evinced 
a  defign  to  ieftablifli  abfolute  defpotifm,  and 
that  the  hiftory  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
was  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurpa- 
tions, all  having  in  dired  object  the  eftabliili- 
ment  of  abfolute  tyranny  over  tlie  united 
ftates.  In  fupport  of  this  pofition,  feveral  afts 
of  the  king  were  cited  in  tne  abftrad,  many  of 
i<^hich  were  meniy  confiitutional,  fuch  as  re- 
'  filling  to  fanftioh  laws,  and  diffolving  aflem- 
•  blies:  foine  were  vaguely  alleged,  as  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  the  population  of  the 
ftates,  and  affeBing  to  render  the  military  in- 
.  dependent  of,  and  fuperiorto,  the  civil  power. 
By  affenting  to  the  afts  of  parliament  which 
'  •'  gftve  immerliate  rife  to  the  conteft,  he  was  ac* 
/  '  .  cufed  of  cqmbijiing  niih  others  to  fubjefl  Ame- 
rica  to  a  jurifdiftion  foreign  to  her  confiitution, 
and  unacknowledged  by  her  laws  :  and  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  unqualified  mifreprefenta- 
tion,*  he  was  declared  to  have  abdicated  go^ 
vernment  by  declaring  the  4i^cricans  out  of 
his  proteftion,  ani  ^vagirig'war  againft  tbent 
Some  paflfa^j^i)  are  remarkable  for  low  and  in- 
temperajte  Icurrility ;  and  the  whole  accufation 
of  the  king  is  fummed  up  by  averring^  that  a 

priijcc 
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pince  fo  marked  by  every  aft  which  may  de-   chap; 
ne  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free    xxix. 
eople,   and,  iu  confequence,  the  congrefs,  in      j^^^. 
tie   name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
eople  of  America,  foleinnly  publiflied.and  de- 
lared,   that  the  colonies  were  free  and  inde- 
^endetit  Hates,  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  ' 
.he  Britilh  crown ;  that  all  political  connection 
between  them  and  Great  Britain  w^as  dilfolved, 
ind  they,  as  free  and  independent  ftates,  had 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract allianceii,  and  eftabliih  commerce/' 
.    TtiAT  the  court  of  Great  Britain  Aould  not 
^ondefcend   to   anfwer  this  intemperate  and 
futile  declaration,   could  excite  no  furprize. 
The  Amesfic^^ns  were  not  yet  confidered  by  tlie 
vorld,,  as  congrets  arrogantly  affeded  to  con- 
lider  them,  a  people  dilfolving,  in  the  natural 
courfe  of  events,  thofe  political  bands  which 
fornied  the  connection  with  another  people ; 
tJiey  were  fubjeCls  contending,  whether  rightly 
or  not,  againft  the  authority  of  their  legiti- 
•uiate  foyerejgn.     It  was  their  intent  to  obtain, . 
by  fpecious  reprefentations,  the  negative  counr 
tenance  '^t  leait,  if  not  the  pofitive  affillance  of 
other  powers ;  but  Great  Britain  had  no  appeal 
to  niake,    the  queftjon   between  her  and  her 
colonies  was  ijot  one  of  public  right,  but  of 
domeftic  regulation  ;    to   have  anfwe/sd  the 
4eclaria,tion  of  independence,  would  have  ceen 
to  acknowledge  a  right  in  other  powers  to  iu  • 
terfere,  fpeculatively  at  leaft,  in  her  concerns, 
and  would,  befides,   have  produced  declarra- 
tions  relative  to  principles,  which,  in  the  exift* 
Jng  fiate  of  the  public  i]iind  in  ^urope  an4 

«  See  the  DecUuratioa  in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  1776,  p.  ft6i.; 
Almon's  Remembrancer,  ▼•  iii« .  p..  258, 3  and  Ramiay*s  HUbry  ^   . 
the  American  I^ev9lutiofi,  v.  i.  p.  339. 

p  D  4  America, 
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CHAP.  America,  could  anfwcr  no  beneiicial  purpoiS% 
^°^^^-  but  muft  produce  endlefs  difcuffions,  in  vhtc^ 
the  real  nature  and  ground  of  the  difputc 
would  have  been  more  and  more  obfcured  and 
deferted.  Yet  although  this  paper  was  not 
formally  anfwered,  the  firamers  had  no  rrafon 
to  triumph  in  the  fuccefs  of  unrefuted  caltnn- 
ny,  and  uiidetc6ted  niifrcprefentation.  The 
prefs  in  England  not  beihff  fiibjeft  to  the  fame 
tyranny  as  was  cxercifed  over  it  by  the  revo- 
lutiohiits  of  America,  fent  forth  an  anfver 
comi^lete  in  all  its  parts,  in  which  every  fallacy 
in  argument,  every  falfe  aflumption  in  prin* 
ciple,  ever}"  niis-ftatemcht  in  fa6t,  was  expofed- 
and  refuted  with  fomuch  cleamefs,  perlpicnity, 
and  irrefragable  force,  as  to  render  it  fur- 
prizing,  that  a  public  body  fliould  found  thdr 
defence  of  an  important  meafure  on  pretenas 
fo  fallacious,  and  fo  extremely  open  to  de* 
te61ion.* 

With  rcfped  to  foreign  powers,  this  decla- 

^ubiifljjng  ration  could  not  be  expe6led  to  produce  any 
other  effect  than  tliat  ot  affording  a  pretext,  to 
fuch  as  were  already  fo  difpofed,  to  g^ratify 
their  malice  againft  England  by  a^ivc  hofiili- 
ties,  or  puffue  what  they  coufidered  their  own 
intcreft,  in  forming  commercial  connectionsT 
with  the  revolted  colonifts.  In  America,  where 
the  firft  and  moll  important  effefts  were  to  be 
produced,    the  fuccelV  of  fuch   a  paper  '^va* 

«  The  >proi  k  alladed  to  U  intitled,  "  An  Anfwer  to  die  Dedam* 
'*  tion  ot  the  American  Co^grcfs,**  printed  for  Cadell,  Walter^  sdA 
Sewell,  1776.  It  is  in  the  higheft  degree  worthy  the  peru(al  «f 
thole  who  widi  Id  have  the  means  of  thinking  rightly  on  the  oi%m 
of  the  American  difpute.  Another  anfwcr,  wntten  by  gevemor 
Ilutchinfon,  intitlcd,  '*  Stridiures  on  the  late  Dedaratkm  of  Cob< 
''  grefS)^*  was  for  fome  time  privately  circulated^  and  at  lengtk 
publiflied  )  it  niay  br  found  In  Almonds  Remembnacer*  ▼•  iv.  p.  ts^ 
It  is  aol  fo  detailed  as  the  o^eri  but  containt  mwy  valuable  ob« 
i^rvations. 
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rendered  almoft  certain:  the  prefs  was  com-*  CHAPt 
pletely  enflaved  by  the  popular  par-ty ;  and  no  ^^^ 
printer,  on  peril  of  his  life,    durft  pubHfh  a     >776- 
ientence    in   refutation  of  their    allegations* 
The  multitude  would  not  ftedfaftly  examine, 
or  carefully  feparate  the  allegations  which  were 
falfely  ftated  or  fallacioufly  blended ;  but  taking 
the  whole  as  the  abftraft  of  lon^  meditation, 
fanftioned  by  the  higheft  authority,  receive  it 
trith  implicit  defeience.     The  fcurrility  with 
which  it  abounded  was  gratifying  to  thetafte 
of  the  populace ;  and  the  direft  attack  an  the 
perfon  and  authority  of  the  king,  gave  a  new 
Hnpulfe  to  their  fpirits,  and  fumiihed  a  morp 
confptcuous  topic  of  inveftive* 

The  declaration  of  independence  was  re^  its  mep* 
ceived  with  marks  of  applaufe,  accompanied  ^L^^^ 
with  infults  on  the  king.     At  New  York,  an,**^*' 
equdirian  ftatue  ere6i;ed  in  1770,  was  thrown/ 
down  and  melt|.'d ;  and  in  moil  parts  of  the 
colonies  the  word  royal,  and  the  fign  of  tlie 
crown  were  intirely  fuppreffed  in  the  ftrects.  * 
The  declaration  was  read  to  Waihington's  army,  And  army, 
who  received  it  with  loud  acclamations.  • 

America  being  thus  divided  fromth^  mo-»  Exuitatwii 
ther-country,  ^  no  rcferve  was  maintained  by  ^^^"^^ 
thofe  who  had  fo  long  laboured  to  attain  that  "f*!Jl^ 
end,  in  avowing  the  courfe  and  obje£l  of  their  gw6t 
efforts.     Samuel  Adams,  a  diftinguifhed  leader 
of  the  American  councils,  noted  for  fubtiltv^ 

'  ^  Almon't  Remembrancer,  vol.  iii.  p*  ft86.  5874 

«  Waftiingtoit*8  I^tftten,  vol.  u  p.  185* 

i  "T\St  reparation  of  America  ftiom  tbe  Britifli  eaftpire  took  placf 
284  years  alter  tbe  difcovery  of  that  continent  bv  Columbus  s  x^6 
yeaTB  from  t^e  firft  eftabliih|Ri  Asttlemenc  in  Virginia,  and  156  jreart 
h-om  tho  firft  fettlement  of  Plymouth  in  Maflachuflet's  Bay,  wbicli 
were  the  earlicft  Engliih  fettlement^  in  America.  Morfe's  Aniericai^ 
Qcograyhy,  p.  195,  •         . 

perfeveranpfi 
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CHAP,  pcrfeverance,  and  inflexibility,   boaftedinall 
^i^   companies  that  he  had  toiled  upwards  of  twen- 
j?7^      ty    years  to  accompliih  the  meafurc;  during 
tliat  time  he  had  carried  his  art  and  indufiry 
fo  far,  as  to  fearch  after  every  rifing  geaiusia 
the  New  England  feminaries,   employed  his 
Qtnioft  abilities  to  fix  in  their  minds  \ht  prin- 
ciples of  American  independency,  and  now 
ti'iumphed  in  his  fnccefe.  ■ 
State^ftiK      IwDEPENDENTE   was  not,  howcvcr,  to  be 
American    fecurcd  by  a  vote  of  congrels,  by  an  infulting 
*"*'•        declaration,   or   by  ihout^    of  applaufe.    A 
vigoroDs  campaign  was  expefted ;    its  cm 
xnfincement  was  awaited  with  awf^l  aaxictyi 
and  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  could  not  veil 
the  difadvantages  under  which  the  Aroericaas 
itere  likely    to  labour.     The  wants  of  tbeb 
army,  though  confiderably  relieved,  were  not 
dFe^tually  removed,  even  gunpowder  and  flints 
were  not  fupplied  in  abundance  /  and  theg|eBeral 
dr0w  deplorable  pidures  of  his  M^ant  of  reifl- 
forcements,    which   were    flowly    obtained.* 
Gjoat  alarms  were  entertained  refpedipg  the 
German  mercenaries ;    and  Wafliington  even 
propofed  a  decoying  fcheme  to  lure  them  froia 
the  Britifh,  into  the  American  fervice,  by  tie 
employment   of  a   corps    of  their  emigraDt 
•  ^      countrymen;  a  projeft  which  was  fanSioneJ 
by  congrefs,    and   attended   with    confidera- 
\}\c  effect.**    The  difference  of    political  opi- 
nions in  fo  interefting  a  crifis  could  not  nil 
^o  create  many    apprehenfions '  of   plots  aiw 
conspiracies  ;  and  the  jealoufy  of  a  revolati*- 
-  nai-y  governnient  was  exeite^l  ^X  l>{cw  Yoffi 

^  Galloway^s  Hifiorical  and  Political  RefleAions,  p.  109. 

f  Waihingtcm*$  Letters,  vol.  i.  p,  179.  193. 

^  Idem,  f,  i8ji  M.  ct  paiEm*       ^,  lidcm,  p.  if5, 17^* 

^  Albanyi 
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^  Other  places,  in  thedete6Hon,  pre^  CHAP, 

^^  ^unilhment,    of  attempts  which  \^J^^ 

^  terrifying  though  perhaps  ag»     «77^-  ' 

r^^^^  *ih  plan  of  campaign  embraced  Britim 

•'^sX^'^        cts;  to  recover  Canada,  and  invade  ^mL|^ 
^^         v  fettlements  by  way  of  the  lakes  ;  to  \ 

w  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  the  Southern  pro- 
iflces;  and  to  dire6l  a  grand  expedition 
againfl  the  city  and  province  of  New  York. 
.1  The  partial  fuccefs  of  the  firft,  and  the  failure 
^J  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  projed  have  been 
5  already  detailed.  Thq  expedition  againft  New 
^  York,  was  regarded  by  Wafliin^on  with  alarm, 
[^  uncontaminated  by  fear,  and  with  a  contempla- 
*'■  live  anxiety  which  only  fuggefted  maxims  of 
^'  caution,  commenfurate  to  the  known  extent 
j^      of  the  danger.  ^ 

J  General  Howe  having  fufficiently  re^  tithjuM 

I       frcflied  his  troops  at  Halifax,   proceeded  to  Axr'mi  of 
'"       Sandy  Hook,  but  being  informed  that  the  enemy  ^  ^^'^ 
were  endeavoiiring,  by  ftrong  entrenchments     »9A- 
at  New  York  and  Long  Ifland^  and  bv  chains 
of  funk  veffels  in  different  parts  of  tne  chan- 
nel, to  obftru6l  the  paflTage  of  the  fleet  np  the 
north  and  eaft  Rivers,  he  repaired  to  Staten    jd  July* 
Ifland,  fituate  oppofite  Long  Ifland,  where  he 
landed  his  men    without  oppofition.      Lord    iftjuly. 
Howe,  the  joint  commiifioner  for  treating  on 
peace,  who  had  long  been  expefted,  arrived 
about  the  fame  time  at  Sandy  JHook,  and  pro- 
ceeding immediately  to  Staten  Ifland,  landed 
the  troops  from  England,  which  augmented 
the  Britiih  force  to  near  thirty  thoufand  men, 
lupported  by  a  numerous  and  powerful  fleet 

1  Waihington^s  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  173, 174.  i^i,  Amnul  Ri^pifler 
1776,  p.  169. 

¥  IdtPi  Tol,  L  paffiin  from  174  to  %%%. 
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CHAP.  Lord  Howe  made  the  firft  effort  as  ^ 
30Cix^  pacificator,  by  opening  a  cJireA  communlca-r 
1776.  tion  with  M^alhington.  The  American  general 
14th  July.  Icems  fagacionfly  to  have  forefecn  a  cleficiencY 
Atteroptto  {^  form  iu  adiheflina;  him,  of  Mhich  he  iiiiglit 
S^h^*^^*  take  advantage,  auJ  vaife  a  cavil  which  voulA 
wt<hi»g-  prevent  the  effects  of  a  conference,  fo  critical 
*"•"  in  the  newly  embraced  fiate  of  independency. 

Purfuant  to  the  advice  of  a  council  of  officers, 
he  declined  receiving  a  letter,  fupedcribed 
**  to  George  W'aihington,  Efq.  *'  and  congrefi 
19th,  ^xprefling  high  approbation  of  the  generals 
CQndud,  directed  that  it  fliould  be  his  ruleia 
future,  and  a  model  to  other  commanders^ 

Circukr         '^^^  *^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  HoM  c  fcnt  on  ihore,  by 
kt^*       a  /lag  of  truce,  a  circular  letter  and  declara^ 
tion  to  the  late  governors  of  pronnces,  apprize 
ing  them  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
.  ycfted  by  the  late  a6lof  parliament  iq  his  bro* 
,  iher  andhjmfelf  J  informing  the  public  of  theii 

,  powers  to  grant  pardons  to  any  number  or  dct 
icriptipn  of  peifons,  to  proclaim  the  reitoratiou 
of  any  colony,  diftrift,  or  place  to  the  king's 
peace,  from  which  time  the  king  might  difcon- 
iinue  the  <;^ffe^  of  the  refti-aining  a^,  and  dei 
daring  that  pardons  ihould  be  granted,  dutiful 
repreientations  received,  ^nd  every  fuitable  en- 
couragement given  for  promoting  meafures 
conducive  to  the  eilablifliraent  of  legal  goverut 
pent  and  peace, 
^jth,  .Th£5e  papers  were'forw^arded  by  Wa/hing^ 
|onto  fongrefs,  who  immediately-  publiifad 
them,  with  a  urefatovy  comment  Jn  the  fliapc 
of  a  r^folye,  tnat  the  ggodpc^pU  of  the  United 
States  might  be  infprmed  of  what  nature  were 
thecommiffions;  and  what  the  terms,  with  tic 
cxj>eftation  of  which  the  infidious  court  of 
pveat  Britain  h^d  e^ideavoured  to  aniufe  a^d 
•  ♦  difafin 
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difarm  them,  and  that  the  few  who  fttll  re-   chap. 
maincd  fufpended  by  a  hope  founded  cither  in    ^2S^ 
the  juftice  or  moderation  of  their  late  king,      i77«- 
might  now  at  length  be  convinced  that  the 
valour   alone  of  tlieir  country  was  to  fave  its 
liberties. 

Unwillino  to  abandon  the  hopes  of  a  J?*,^ 
negotiation  on   account  of  a  Imgle   rcpulfe,  t^onsto 
and  yet  unable  perhaps  to  recognize  the  aflum-  negotiate. 
cd  title  of  the  American  commander,  general 
Howe  attempted  to  evade  the  point,  by  direft- 
ing  tb  George  Wafliingtou,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
This  letter  was  alfo  declined,  and  although  a 
conference  was  afterwards  obtained  by  colonel  "***• 
Paterfon,  no  imprelVion  could  be  made  favour- 
able to  the  opening  of  a  treaty  of  pacification, 
nor  could  the  letter,  on  any  terms,  or  under  any 
irxplanations,  be  received. ' 

As  a  laft  effort  to  avoid  hoftilities,  lord  Howe  h^^^!^ 
addrefled  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin,  who  anfwered,  *^  -  '"* 
that  preparatory  to  any  proposition  of  amity 
or  peace.  Great  Britain  would  be  required  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  America, 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  indemnify 
the  colonies  for  burning  their  towns.  This  was 
only  his  own  opinion,  unauthorized  by  thofe  in 
whom  the  An>ericans  had  invefted  the  power  of 
|>eace  or  war. 

Delay  had  now  been  carried  to  itsutmofl  Battle  of 
limits,  and  the  feafon  for  adion  was  already  ad-  B"<**y"^ 
vanced  to  a  late  period.     The  troops  under  ge-  *»<i  Aug. 
neral  Clinton  .having  joined  the  main  army,  a 
^ifembarkation  was  eftedled  between  Utrecht 
^nd  Gravefend,  on  Long  liland,  which  was 
icle£);ed  as  the  firft  obje6k  of  attack  preparatory 


1  Bee  Waflkington*t  Letters,  rol.  i.  195  to  %^^i    Almond  Re* 
'membnnccry  to],  it*  p.  iS.  io6. 

to 
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CHAP,  to  the  reduftion  of  New  York.     The  adraficfil 
M^jx^   party  of  the  enemy  tied  M'ith  percipitatiemon 
177^     tlie  approach  of  the  royal  troqps,  and  hafiened 
to  gam  the  woody  heights  which  comniaBded 
the  line  of  progrefs,  burning  in  their  retreat  the 
houfes  and  granaries.     Fifteen  thoufand  pro- 
vincials were  encamped  near  Mil!  Creek,  ia- 
doled  by  a  line  of  entrenchment,  ftronglT  ft^ 
cured  by  abbatis,  flanked   by   redoubts,  and 
linied  with  pikes.     Another  party  lay  at  Brook- 
lyn, on  the  eaft  river  oppofite  New  "V'ork,  wbcit 
they  had  conftrufted  ftrong  works.     Putnam 
was  detached  from  Mill  Creek  with  ten  tboo- 
fand  men  to  occupy  the  heiglits  which  oblique- 
ly intcifefted  the  liland,  and  to  defend  the  de- 
files which  led  through  the  hills.      In  a  plain, 
oppoiitethc  center  of  Putnam's  line,  ftood  the 
rdlage  of  Flat  Bufh,  to  which  the  Helfians  un- 
der De  Ileifter  were  advanced,  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  and  frequently  ikir- 
mifhing  with  the  patroles. 
t^thAug.      General    Clinton    and    Sir     William 
Erflcine  having  reconnoitred,  general  How^  in 
purfuance  of  their  advice,  formed  dilpofitions 
for  turning  the  left  flank  of  tlie  enemy.    The 
right  wing  of  the  Engliih  army,   commanded 
by  general  Clinton,  fupported  by  brigades  un- 
der lord  Percy,  and  by  the  refer%'e  under  lord 
Cornwallis,  quitted  the  camp   in  the   nigbt, 
crofling  the  country  by  Flat-lands,  to  iecuret 
pafs  over  the  heights  of  Guiana  on  the  road  to 
Bedford.     General  Howe  accompanied  this  ex- 
pedition, and  had  the  pleafure  of  witDefling  ib 
complete  fuccefs.  The  pafs  in  queftion,  thou^ 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  was  difiant,  andw 
enemy  had  neglefted  to  fecure  it,  relying  for 
intelligence  of  an  attack  on  patroles  of  caval- 

*  ry: 
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ty:  one  of  thefe  was  fortunately  intercepted; 
and  alarm  being  thus  prevented,  the  Eritiih 
paired  the  heights  unimpeded^  and  reached  Bed- 
ford at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Witliout  *7tii  A^g. 
Jofs  of  time  they  aliailed  tlie  left  of  the  Ameri* 
cans,  who  were  thrown  back  on  their  ri^lit,  and 
after  a  feeble  refiftance  retired  over  the  Mill 
Creek,  but  in  fuch  irreparable  confufion  that 
feW  only  got  into  the  line. 

The  firing  on  the  left  of  the  enemy  ferved  as 
a  iignal  to  De  Heifter,  who  with  a  column  of 
ileifians  attacked  tlieir  centre  near  Flajt  Bufli> 
and  after  a  warm  engagement  drove  them  inta        V 
the  woods. 

The  left  column,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Grant,  proceeded  at  midnight  from  the 
Narrows,  by  the  edge  of  the  bay,  and  in  order 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the 
other  principal  points  of  attack,  engaged  their 
advanced  guard.  The  Americans  fought  with 
iirmnels,  and  did. not  make  a  retrogade  move- 
ment till  they  received  intelligence  of  the  iutire 
rout  of  the  other  divilions  of  their  army. 
^They  then  attempted  to  fecure  a  retreat,  which 
feme  of  them  effected  in  difficulty  and  diforder 
over  amlli-dam,  and  through  a  morals. 

The  viftory  on  the  fide  of  the  Britiih  troops 
was  complete^  though  not  decifive :  two  tliou*  ' 
faad  of  the  enemy  were  killed  in  the  field  or 
drowned,  and  near  eleven  hundred  taken  pri- 
foners,  among  whom  were  generals  Sullivan, 
Udell,  and  lord  Sterling.  The  Maryland 
regiment  fufFered  moft  feverely,  as  upwards  of 
two  hundred  and  fixty  men  of  the  befi  families 
in  the  province  were  cut  to  pieces. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britifli  was  between  fixty  and 
feventv  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty 
-^vounded.     The  ardour  and    conduft  of  the 

troops 
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CHAP,  ttdops  were  highly  extolled ;  both  Englifli  ifid 
^^Sw  foreigners  pertormcd  their  fer vices  with  a  zeal 
•77<.  iiimulated  by  emulation  to  its  greateft  pitch  of 
exertion.  In  the  impetuofity  of  their  couooe 
they  were  with  difficulty  reitrained  from  attack- 
ing the  American  lines,  and,  conndering  the 
difference  between  perfect  difcipline  and  toti 
inexperience,  the  flufli  of  fuccefs  and  the  lan- 

{juor  of  defeat,  would  in  all  probability  haw 
iicceeded ;  they  were  hoM^ever  reftrained  by 
general  Howe,  w1k>  confidering  it  certain  that 
he  Ihould  obtain  eafy  polfeflion  by  regalar  ap- 
proaches, would  not  rifque  tlie  lols  of  blood 
m  an  ailhult,  but  ordered  his  forces  to  retireort 
of  the  reacli  of  mu(ketry. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  thcBritift 
army  encamped  in  front  of  the  American  Jifics, 
»ttliAug.  and  on  the  enfuing  morning  broke  groui 
about  fix  hundred  yards  from  one  of  the  re- 
doubts on  the  left.     Waihington  exerted  hia- 
felf  with  incredible  affiduity  in  repairing  or  pal- 
liating the  effefts  of  the  latedifafter;  he  affwd- 
ed  every  facilityjn  his  power  for  thofe  whoharf 
been  miffmg  at  the  dole  of  the  engagement  ta 
return,  and   many  found  their  way  from  the 
woods  to  head-quarters.     During  forty-eight 
hours,  in  fultry  weather,  he  was  aimoft  con- 
ftantly  on  horfcback,  and  never  flept. " 
Retreat  of       His  fituatioii  was,  however,  in  every  refprfi 
^8  to^**  untenable;  his  anny  was  the  laft  refource  of 
New  York.  America,  and  the  event  ofafecond  engagement 
or  of  fuccefs  in  an  attempt  to  force  the  h'ne^ 
muft  have  occafioned  its  total  annihilation.  He 
could  not  venture  to  weaken  thegarrifon  of  New 
York  by  fending  for  fupplies,  and  feared,  if  tke 

«  Waihington^s  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  44.2.  See  a}£>  genenJ  Howe^ 
couot,  in  the  papers  pieiented  to  parlisment }  PaniainrotaxyK^pfff 
vol.  xi.  p.  34««  .  J 

Wind 
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tnnd  fhould  change,  that  fliips  of  war  would  fall  c  H  a  P 
up  the  Eaft  river^  and  preclude  every  hope  of  a    xxix/ 
retreat,  which  was  now  his  only  refuge.     Even    ^^^^^ 
this  was  an  enterprize  of  the  utmoft  hazard  and      '^'  " 
difficulty :  it  was  to  be  performed  clofe  to  a  vi-      .  . 
gilant  enemy,  provided  with  every  means  of  *^ 
annoyance,  and  elevated  with  vitlory,  while  hi* 
own  troops  were  difpirited,  and  almoft  defpon-r 
dent     He  condu6led  this  retreat  with  great 
judgment  and  fkill,  and  was  favoured  by  th$ 
extreme  darknefs  of  the  night.     In  thirteen 
hours  nine  thoufand  men,  befides  field  artillery, 
ammunition,    provifions,    cattle,    horfes,    and 
carts,  effetled,   without  lofs  or  interruption,  ^ 
retieat  over  Eaft  River  to  New  York,  being  a 
mile  in  width,  and  requiring  feveral  embarka- 
tions.    At  firft  the  wind  and  tide  were  both  un- 
favourable ;  but  an  hour  before  midnight  the 
lea  became  calm,  and  the  breeze  friendly  ;  Long 
IflandAVas  alfo  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog,  which 
prevented  the  Britilh  troops  from  obferving  the 
motions  of  the  Americans,"  while  on  the  coaft  of 
New  York,  to  which  their  couife  was  direfted, 
the  fky  was  bright  and  ferene.     The  pickets  of 
the  Englifti  army  arrived  only  in  time  to  fire  \ 
on  their  rear  guard,  who  were  already  too  far 
from  fliore  to  fuftain  injury.  * 

One 

•  Tn  theft  tranfaftlons  the  condufl  of  both  parties  has  been  blamed 
with  confiderable  f^verity,  and  perhaps  not  without  juftice.  The 
American  commanders  are  cenfured  tor  having  ruff*ered  themfclvcs 
to  be  complistely  Airrounded  by  t)ie  Britifh  force  at  the  battle  of  Brook** 
fyn,  a  roifcondu 61  which  expofcd  them  to  certain  lofs  and  immineixt 
hazard.  It  is  alleged  on  their  be'half^  that  they  were  not  apprized  of 
the  number  of  troops  landed  on  Longliknd  $  and  an  infinuation  of 
treachery  is  advanced  againft  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  fecure  the 
ptfles.  After  the  battle>  their  conduct  was  a  mafterly  fpecimen  df 
prudence  and  prefence  of  mind. 

The  Britilh  commanders  ai-e  charged  with  many  glaring  inftances 

of  milcondufl.  The  attack  wa§  planned  with  conruniinatejudgment^ 

and  executed  with  equal  promptitude  and  valour  j  but  in  no  refpefk 

were  the  means  of  fuccefs  puflird  to  their  utmoft  polHble  i-elnlts. 

VOL.  II,  '        E  JE  After 
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CUAP.       OxE  of  the  firft  meafures   taken  by  Lord 
^^  ilowe  after  the  victory  of  Brooklyn,  Ti-asto  dif- 
177^-     patch  his  prifoncr,  j^eoeral  Sullivan,  to  the  Con- 
^"otiT*     5?^^^^»  *^**  ^^^^  purpofe  of  inviting  fonie  members 
tion.         of  that  l)ody  to  meet  him,  not  as  deputies  froa 
an  independent  flate,  but  as  private  gentlemen, 
in  order  to  facilitate  pacification ;  and  he  ftated 
OB  an  inducement,  tnat  fo  favourable  an  op- 
portunity Mould  not  again  occur,    as  neitkr 
party  wzs  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  abjdrt  huroiiia- 
.tion,  nor  to  a  fituation,  that  prcfcnted  afientor 
ruin  as  the  fole  alteinative.     If  congrefs  were 
difpoled  to  treat,  he  obferved,    many  thin^ 
which  had  not  yet  been  alked  might  and  ousfht 
to  be  granted ;    and  if  a  conference  aftbrdcd 
probable  ground  of  accommodation,  their  au- 
thority muft  be  afterwards  acknowledged,  to 
jcompiete  the  compact 

TiJE  uncertainty  and  numerous  difadvanta- 
ges  attending  the  adual  fituation  of  affairs,  were 
ftrongly  felt  by  congrefs.  The  people  verc 
clamorous  for  a  knowledge  of  the  terms  upoa 
which,  w  ithoul  too  great  facrifices,  they  might 


After  the  right  had  defeated  th«  left  of  the  Americans  ami  tker 
were  retreating  in  confufion*,  general  Howe  might  have  foUowed  li^ 
advantage,  forced  the  enemy's  works,  and  iecured  a  dccilive  viftorf. 
He  is  feverely  blamed  for  checking  the  ardour  of  his  troops  wbea 
eager  for  ptirl'uit,  and  for  noc  taking  poffcflion  of  BrooklyD  fesy, 
which  would  hiwe  rendered  thecfcapc  of  the  Americans  aincofi  isu 
poiTible,  He  had,  it  is  allege  I,  early  intelligence  of  the  retreat  tk 
the  enemy,  but  ncg]e.bUd  to  dirrv:'^  a  purfuit  till  too  btc  to  be  c6cc- 
tiial.  Thus  the  refults  of  a  vic'ory  which  redounded  to  the  bcacsr 
of  theBriliHi  arn.i;,  were  reduced  to  the  unim]X>rta7it  polTrHioc  <^' 
Long  lHamf.  Yet  for  all  thefe  auparcni  errors  of  conduft,  it  is  IJU 
general  Howe  had  good  rtaions,  '«oth  mjitary  and  political.  He  gaw 
his  own  military  rcafon  for  foi-  iddin^-  the  forcing  of  the  lines,  1^ 
his  political  conduct  was  guided  by  tlie  confideration  of  his  doty  ss  2 
commiHioncr  fent  to  treat  for  peace,  and  whole  cvcrtures  vroM  he 
moft  favourably  viewed  in  the  moment  of  fucceft,  cfpeciaUy  it  w 
prejudice  was  excited  by  the  exertion  of  extreme  violcDce  or  unaeceU 
idi'y  rigour. 

obtaiu 
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obtain  prefent  eafe,  and  avert  the  difmal  fcenes  chAP. 
of  whidh  they  had  a  difheartening  profpeft  f  and  ^J^^ 
the  army,  reduced  by  defeat  arid  defertion  to  lefs  1776. 
than  twenty  thoufand,  was  in  a  ftateof  M'alit  and 
infubordlnation.  Wafliington,  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters, dated  Long  Ifland,  2d  Sept,  1776,  gives  a 
ftriking  and  intel-efting  pi^tnte  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  battle  of  Brooklyn.  **  Our  fitua- ' 
*'  tion,"hefays,  "istralydiftreffing.  The  check 
"  our  detachment  fuftai.ned,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
'*-  has  difpirited  too  great  a  proportion  of  our 
"  troops,  and  filled  their  minds  with  apprehen- 
"  fiou  and  defpair.  The  militia,  indeed  of 
**  calling  forth  their  utmoft  efforts  to  a  brave 
"  and  manly  oppofition  in  order  to  repair  oui* 
**  loffes,  are  difmaycd,  intrfiftable,  and  impa- 
**  tient  to  return.  Great  numbers  of  them 
"  have  gone  oft^  in  fdme  inftances  almoft  by 
**  whole  regiments,  by  half  ones,  aiid  by  com- 
"  panics  at  a  time*.  This  citcumftance  of  itfelf, 
"  independent  of  others,  when  fronted  by  a 
"  well-appointed  enemy,  fuperior  in  numbei* 
"  to  our  whole  coUefted  force,  would  be  fuf- 
"  ficiently  difagreeable :  but  when  their  ex-^ 
"  ample  has  infe6ied  another  part  of  the  army, 
*^  when  their  want  of  difcipHtle,  and  refufal  of 
"  almoft  every  kind  of  reftraint  atid  govefn- 
*•  ment,  have  produced  a  like  Condu6l  but  too 
•*  common  to  the  whole,  and  an  entire  difre- 
"  gard  of  that  order  and  fubordination  necef- 
**  fary  to  the  well-doing  of  an  army,  and  which 
**  had  been  inculcated  before,  as  well  as  the 
**  nature  of  our  military  eftabliflimeht  Mould 
"  admit  of,  our  condition  is  ftill  more  alarm- 
*'  ing ;  and  with  the  deepeft  concern  I  am 
**  obliged  to  confefs  my  want  of  confidence  in 
^  the  generality  of  the  troops." 

^  Exammation  of  Jofeph  Galloway,  p,  <j.  note. 

X  K  U  Tiji: 
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CHAP.       The  leading  members  of  congrefe  werewFt 
XXIX.    however  induced,  by  the  threatening  appear- 
7^^    ances  of  the  moment,  to  relax  in  their  projefts; 
the  independence  of  America,  which  they  had 
laboriouily  and  infidioufly  promoted,  was  not  to 
befo  eafily  refigned;  nor  would  they  forego  the 
proud  fituation  in  which  tliey  ftood  as  diredors 
of  this  important  conteft.     To  preferve  an  ap- 
pearance of  candour,  and  gratify  the  carncll 
wifh  of  the  people,  without  fecming  to  aban- 
5tii  Sept.     don  the  duties  of  their  ilation,  congrefs  retum- 
ofTongreft  ^^  for  anfwer  to  lord  Howe's  meffage,  that  as  re- 
fentiocon-  prefcntativcs  of  tliefree  and  independent  ftates 
^^".'*«.   of  America,  they  could  not  with  proprietv  de- 
commif.     p«te  any  ot  their  members  to  confer  m  tlieu 
fionen.       private  charaders ;  but,  ever  defirous  of  cfe- 
olilhing  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  tbey  would 
authorize  a  committee  to  examine   into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  his  authority,  and  hear 
«th*  his  prppofitions.     This  committee  coniifted  of 

Dr.  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Edward  Rat- 
ledge. 

From  this  refolution,  and  the  charader  of 
tlie  individuals  appointed  to  bear  tbe  inefticicDt 
funftion  committed  by  congreffr,  lord  Hove 
might  have  anticipated  the  failure  of  his  efforts. 
Three  more  ftrenuous  republicans  could  not 
have  been  feleded ;  and  they  were  not  enabled 
to  treat,  but  merely  to  rnveftigate  and  cavil  at 
the  powers  of  the  commiffioners.  His  lord- 
Hth»  fliip,  however,  gave  them  a  meeting  on  StatcB 
Ifland,  and,  according  to  their  own  report 
from  which  alone  the  circumftances  could  be 
learned,  received  and  entertained  them  witi 
the  utmoll  politcnefs. 

In  opening  the  converfation,  he  proteffed 

ngainft  conferring  with  them  as  a  committee 

of  congrefs  ;  but  being  authorized  to  conMt 

7  with 
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-Vith  private  sentlemen  of  influence  on  the  chap. 
means   of  reftoring  peace,   he  vith   pleafure   ^^ 
availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity.     The  dele-     ^^t^- 
;gates  anfwered,   his    lordlhip  might  conlider 
them  in  whatever  light  he  thought  proper  j 
tut  they  could  only  view  themfelves  in  the 
chara6ler    committed   to    them   by   congrefs. 
Lord  Howe  then,  in  a  difcourfe  of  confider- 
able  length,  recommended  a  return  to  allegi- 
ance and  fubmiflion  to  Great  Britain,  accom- 
panying his  argument  with  afllurances  of  the 
good  difpofition  of  the  king  and  his  miuifters 
to  make  government  eafy,  to  revife  the  ottfcn- 
iive   afts   of  parliament,  and  amend  the  iu- 
ftru6lions  given  to  governors. 

Such  were  the  propofitions  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  made  to  congrefs,  were  offered 
by  lord  Howe,  and  if  they  had  been  propofed 
a  few  days  before  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pence,  the  majority  of  congrefs  might  have  felt 
themfelves  bound  to  accede  to  them,  as  a  fe- 
cure  and  honourable  bafis  of  pacification. 
Under  that  extorted  declaration,  however,  the 
commiffioners  iheltered  themfelves,  affigning 
their  independence  as  a  caufe  for  rejeciing, 
what  they  termed,  the  only  explicit  propofition 
of  peace.  They  defcanted  on  the  contempt 
ibewn  to  their  repeated  petitions,  and  their 
mnexampled  patience  under  tyrannical  govern- 
ments ;  the  lalt  ad;  of  parliament,  which  de- 
nounced war,  and  put  them  out  of  the  king's 
protection,  compelled  them  to  comply  with  the 
M'ifh  of  the  people,  by  framing  the  declaration 
of  independence;  every  colony  approved  it; 
all  now  confidercd  themfelves  free  ftates,  all 
were  fettling  their  governments  under  that  opi- 
nion, and  congrefs  could  not  agree  for  a 
Feturn  to  tlieir  former  condition.    They  were 

E  E  3  defirous 
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CHAP,  defirous  of  peace,  and  willing  to  treat  with 
^^iL  Gr^at  Britain  for  the  advantage  of  both  coun- 
»77<»-  tries ;  and  his  lordiliip  might,  if  the  fame  good 
(Ufpofition  exifted  in  Britain,  receive  frfft 
powers,  enabling  him  to  negotiate  on  the  bafe 
of  independency,  much  fooner  than  authoribes 
could  be  ohtained  by  congrefs  from  the  feveral 
colonies  to  confent  to  fubmiflion. 

LoRp  Howe,  with  forrow,  terminated  the 
conference,  declaring,  that  on  fuch  terms  no 
accommodation  could  take  place.  Tlie  dele-  , 
gates,  in  their  report  to  congrefs,  declared  it  | 
did  not  appear  that  his  lordihip/s  commiffioB 
contained  any  other  authority  of  importance 
than  was  expreffed  in  the  act  of  pariiamei^ 
that  of  granting  pardons  with  difcretionan* 
exceptionsi,  and  of  declaring,  on  fubroiifion, 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  continent,  in  the 
king's  peace.  As  to  the  power  of  enquiriisg 
into  the  ftate  of  America,  and  conferring,  con-^ 
fulting,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  to  ibe  mi- 
niftry,  who,  provided  the  colonies  would  fiib- 
ject  themfelves,  might,  or  might  not,  alter  the 
former  inftruCtions  to  governors,  or  propofe  in 
parliament  amendments  of  the  obnoxious  ads; 
any  expeftation  from  the  cfleft  of  fuch  a  power 
would  have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious^ 
even  were  America  ftiU  dependent 

Tv^vs,  terminated  this  famous  effort,  from 
which  the  Britilh  commanders  feeni  to  have 
formed  fuch  expectations,  that  in  the  career 
of  vi(^tory  they  aflbrded  an  interval  for  the 
experiment.  The  delegates,  of  congrefs,  M'ith 
more  policy  than  candour,  diminiflied  the  liC' 
neficial  etfcds  which  might  refult  from  liftea- 
ing  to  the  propofals ;  but,  on  the  whole,  their 
Condu(-l  does  not  fiand  obnoxious  to  cenfure. 
J\uiciica,  by  their  ;nea^s,  Mas  declared  indq- 

nendcnt  ^ 


GEORGE    III.  42fl 

•pendent;   the  attempt  was  new,   vaft  in"  its  chap. 
immediate  objeds,   itnmenfe  in   its    expefted  ^i^ 
refults;  patience  and  perfeveriince  might  more     i??^. 
than  repair  the  prefent  deranged  ftate  of  their 
aiFairs ;  but  in  all  events,  a  return  to  fiibmif-  . 
iion  would  procure  immunities  and  indulgences 
more  than  fufficicnt  to  counterbalance  tem- 
porary difadvantages.     To  have  flirunk  from 
a  projeft  fo  mighty,  upon  the  firft  failure  in 
ami^,*  or  to  have  been  lured  from  it  by  the 
iirft  offer  of  eafe,  would  have  thrown  indelible 
difgrace  on  the  charafter  of  congrefs. 

The  Britilh  commiflioners  afted  in  the  whole 
tiunfaftion  with  dignity  and  prudence;  they 
made    no   captious   objections,    exhibited   no 
contumelious  fuperiority,  and  defccnded  to  no 
low  arts.     They  would  not  publifli  a  counter 
xnanifefto  or  narrative  of  the  conference,   to 
elucidate  paffages  miftaken  or  mifreprefented 
by  the  conmiittee^  but  contented  themfelves 
With  publiihing  a  fliort  declaration,  that,  aU  19th.  Sept. 
thouo-h  the  con2:refs  had  difavowed  every  pur-  P'^^^'*'^- 
pole  or  reconciliation  not  conlouant  with  their  commif* 
extravagant  and  inadmiffible  claim  of  inde-  fioncrt. 
pendency,  the  commiifianeis  were  equally  de- 
li rous  to  confer  with  his  majefty's  well-afteded 
iubjetts  on  the  means  of  rcftoring  public  tran- 
quillity, and  eftabliihing  a  perma,nent  union 
with  every  colony,    as  a  part  of  the  Britifli 
empire.      And  they  pofitively  affirmed,    that 
the  king  had  already  directed  the  completion 
of  thofe  revifions  of  powers,  and  other  mea- 
fures  of  relief,  refpe6ling  which  the  committee 
of  congrefs  had  infuiuated   that  his  promife 
Avas  uat  to  be  believed.^ 


p  See  the  document^  at  length  in  Almon's  Remembrancer,  v.  ly, 
p.  iiz.et  feqc^ 

E  E  4       *      Meanwhile 
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CHAP.       Meanwhile   the    Britiih  army  was  sm- 

(^!ib  ^^^^^    '^y   ^   detachment    convoyed  by  Sir 

1776.      GeorsfC  Collier.     The   treaty    occafioned  bo 

fi^^^l^l     fulpenfion  of  arms ;  and  the  expulfioa  d  the 

tiont  tor  *  ^  ^_         \y,     ,  r  . 

the  attack  enemy  from  New  x  ork  was  preued  with  wi- 
•JNcvir  remitting  affiduity.  The  pofiefii<m  of  Lmif: 
Ifland  rendering  Governor's  Ifland  no  lon^ 
tenable  by  the  Americans,  enabled  tlie  Britiik 
army  to  command  the  city,  and  the  acqin- 
iition  of  three  fmall  iflands,  Barren,  Montrdbr, 
and  Buchanan,  cut  off  all  comniunicatjon  br 
iea, 

Washington  was  anxious  to  anfwer  tbe 
^ilhes  of  congrefs,  by  maintaining  pofleffioi 
of  this  city,  but  found  his  ditKculties  dailj 
increafmg,  Infubordination,  defertion,  difut4 
and  a  total  evaporation  of  the  original  fpiritc^' 
enterprize  whicii  animated  his  troops,  rendered 
his  profped  cheerlefs.  The  militia  were  i-eadyt© 
depart,  and  if  they  left  the  army  without  beiBj 
paid,  the  effect  of  their  report  would  be  no 
lefs  injurious  to  the  fervice  than  the  want  01 
their  numbers.  The  troops  in  general  \i-eR 
importunate  and  urgent  in  their  demands  for 
money  ;^  winter  already  approached,  and  tk 
army  was  only  equipped  for  a  fumnier  cam- 
paign ;  their  clothes,  llioes,  and  blankets  were 
infufficient;  their  tents  worn  out,  and  inade* 
quate  to  more  than  two  thirds  of  tlieir  number; 
and  the  fick  amounted,  according  to  the  returns, 
to  one  fourtiiof  the  army.'  The  general  rea- 
foning  from  hillory,  experience,  the  advice  of 
friends  in  Europe,  the  fears  of  the  Englilh,  and 
the  declarations  of  congrefs,  wifely  refolved 
to  make  the  war  on  his  lide  purely  defenfii^ 
a  war  of  pofts ;  to  avoid  general  a6tion,  and 

^  Wafiilngton's  Letters,  v.  i.  p.s49»         '  Idem,  p.  35s. 

rifque 
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fiique nothing,  except  on  cogent  and  incvita-  chap. 
Wc  neceflSty.  Perfuaded  of  the  prefumption  ^^ 
of  drawing  out  young  troops  into  open  ground,  1776. 
^^ainft  their  fuperiors  bodi  in  number  and 
tlifcipline,  he  never  (to  ufe  his  own  pKrafe) 
ipar&d  tbelpad?  and  pick-axe.  He  was,  however, 
ennbarrafied  in  the  choice  of  difficulties :  if  be 
concentrated  his  whole  force  for  defence  of 
New  Yorki  he  muft  leave  the  country  open  for 
an  approach,  and  render  the  ftite  of  the  army 
and  its  ftores  dependent  on  his  fuccefs  in  fe- 
curingthe  city,  or  gaining  a  pitched  battle. 
On  the  other  hand,  to  abandon  an  important 
poft  which  many  deemed  defenfible,  and  on  the 
•works  of  whichmuch  labour  had  been  befrowcd, 
would  difpirit  the  troops  and  enfeeble  the 
caufe. 

AcouNciL  of  general  officers  unanimoufly  7th  Sept. 
concurred  in  adopting  a  middle  courfe.  The 
army,  confifting  ot  twenty -three  thoufandmen, 
was  arranged  under  three  divifions :  five  thou- 
iand  to  remain  for  prote6lion  of  the  city ;  nine 
thoufand  to  fecure  Kingfbridge,  and  its  depen- 
dencies, as  well  as  other  ftrong  pofts,  and  attack 
the  Britiih  forces,  Ihould  they  attempt  a  landing 
on  that  fide;  the  remainder  to  occupy  the  in- 
termediate fpace,  and  fupport  either. 

Judicious  movements  of  the  Britifli  fliips  of  13th  and 
war  ftraitened  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  »5thScpt. 
prevented  the  completion  of  their  projeft  for  re-  tte^ciiy/ 
moving  the  ftores  by  fea.     Several  vertels  were 
difpatched  up  the  Eaft  river,  and  three  men  of 
war  proceeded  up  the  North  river  to  Blooming- 
dale  ;    thofe  on  the  Eaft  river  fcouring  the 
grounds  by  a  heavy  cannonade.  General  Clin- 
ton commanded  the  firft  divifion  of  four  thou- 
fand  men,  landed  at  Kipp «  Bay,  about  three 
miles  from  the  town,  aflailed  the  heights  where 

the 
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CHAP,  the eneriiy  were  ftrongly  pofted,  and  tookp^sfirP- 
^xix.    fjQn  of  the  high  land  cilled  the  Incledbo^. 
1776*      The   Americans  had   formed  ftrong  intreadi- 
nients,  and  M^ere  in  pofieflion  of  advantagcoss 
fjround:  but  they  were  hired  from  their  heU 
by  a  feint,  and  the  inceflant  fire  of  round  Hk^ 
from  the  ihips   prevented   their   return.    The 
troops,  as  they  landed,  pofted  themfelves  on  the 
high  groundvS,   which  ftretch   in  an  afcending 
direftion  from  the  Ihore,  and  the  enemy  fled 
with  precipitation.  A  party  of  feventy  HetTians 
advancing  to>vards  New  York,  fell   in  nitha 
hody  of  iugitivcs   retreating   by   the    pafs  at 
Bloomingdale,  and  defeated  them  after  a  fliort 
fkirmifh.   Walhington,  finding  all  his  efforts  to 
rally  the  army  inetfectual,  haitened  to  fecurea 
retreat  to  Alorris  s  heights,  where  he  eftablilhed 
himfelf  in  fo  ftrong  a  pofition  as  to  render  an 
immediate  attack  imprudent.    New  York,  with 
the  heavy  cannon  of  the  enemy,  and  great  part 
of  their  ftores,  fell  into  the  polieflion  of  j^^neral 
Howe.    Had  he  followed  the  counfet  of  au  able 
advifer,  and,  inftead  of  dircftinghis  immediate 
attention  to  New  York,  thrown  his  army  rounJ 
lunglbridgc,  the  whole  American  force  would 
have  been  inextricably  hemmed  in.     Nor  was 
this  his  only  error :  after  taking  pofleffion  of 
the  town,  he  unprofitably  loft  time,  while  Put- 
nam, with  three  thoufand   five   hundred  men, 
effeded  his  retreat  to  the  main  body.     Tlieen- 
fuing  day  a  Ikirmilh  took  place  between  Ibme 
Britiih  troops  and  a  party  of  Americans,  wb© 
were  fent  to  take  pofieflion  of  a  wood  ;  from 
the  vicinity  of  their  intrenched  camp,  the  ene- 
my were  enabled  to  ftrengthen  their  party  with 
continued  reinforcements ;  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  action,  a  great  number  became  engaged 
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Dn'both  fides:    at  length  the  Americans  re-  chap, 
tTcated.'  ^i^ 

Before  the  furrender  of  New  York,  Wafli-      f77^- 
ington    had   propounded    to    congrefs,   in    a  fire\y  ^ 
manner  which  (hewed  that  he  entertained    a  American 
predilection  for  the  meafure,  the  propriety  of  *"^^^***" 
Durning  the  city,  rather  than  fufftring  it  to 
remain  as  winter  quarters  for  the  Britiih  army.* 
CJongrefs  gave  a  decided  negative  to  this  pro- 
pofal ;  **  but  whether  in  confequencc  of  private   • 
inltru6lions,    incompatible  with   their    public 
orders  ;  whether  fome  individuals  in  the  army 
or  town  thought  proper  to  a6t  from  their  own 
judgment ;   or  whether  from  the  mere  malice 
of  lurking  incendiaries,  the  city  was  fet  on  »«ftScpt. 
fire  in  feveral  places,  uiul,  notwithftauding  the 
firenuous  exertion  of  the  military,  one  third 
of  the  buildings  deftroyed.     The  conflagration 
-was   tremendoufly  grand ;    tvv^o  churches  were 
tumt,  and  the  American  army  at  Paul  us  Hook, 
teflified  their  joy  at  the  fall  of  bne  of  the 
fteeples,  by  three  cheers.     A  few  incendiaries, 
feized  with  combuftibles,  were  facrificed  to  the 
rage  of  the  foldiers ;   nearly  two  hundred  in- 
dividuals were  arrelled  on  fufpicion ;   but  al- 
though many  cart-loads  of  pine-fticks,  daubed 
at  each  end  with  fulphur,  were  found  concealed 
in  cellars,  no  circumftance  led  to  the  effec- 
tual deteftion  of  the  confpirators.  * 

•  An  account  of  this  tranfu^ion  may  be  fcen  in  Wafirmgton'ft 
L'stters,  vol.  i.  p.  26z.  In  the  account  of  the  taking  of  New  XorJf;» 
I  have  alfo  confuhcd  his  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  258.  et  re<iq.  and  the 
papers  laid  before  parliament. 

I  Wafliington^s  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  246.  «  Idem,  p.  246. 

*.  The  very  flight  mnnner  in  which  Waihingion  mentions  «hc 
aifalr,  (fee  his  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  267.)  leaves  room  for  fjfpicion 
that  there  was  fome  rayrtery  in  the  tranfaflion  to  \vliicl»  he  w,j» 
privy,  h^t  which  was  not  to  be  difclofed  even  to  all  the  mcinbcFs  of 
congiefs. 

The 
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The  Americanarmybeingin  aiituatioiiYycii 
precluded  every  hope  of  luccefs,  irom  an  hn- 
mediate  attack,  the  Britifh  general  threv  up  a 
chain  of  redoubts  on  Macgowan's  hilU  to  ce^cr 
New  York,  and  render  it  capable  of  a  vigorous 
defence,  even  after  tlie  grcarter  part  of  tlie  aniqr 
iliould  be  engaged  in  diftant  operations.  M'^ben 
this  work  was  completed,  three  brigadeB  rf 
Britiih,  and  one  of  Heflians,  Were  left  under 
lord  Percy,  to  guard  the  town,  and  tlie  reft  of 
the  army  proceeded  in  flat  bottom  boats,  and 
batteaux,  through  a  dangerous  paflage  called 
Hell-gate,  to  attack  the  enemy's  rear,  by  tie 
New  England  road.  They  lainied  at  FrogV 
neck,  an  ifland  connefted  with  the  main  by 
a  bridge,  which  was,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
broken  down  by  the  enemy.  A  movement 
might  eafily  have  been  made,  which  would 
•have  reduced  the  Americans  to  the  necdEty 
of  defending  tlie  ifland,  or  forcing  their  wa? 
through  the  Britifli  lines,  to  gain  the  territw 
of  New  England.  Geneiul  Howe,  by  reje«- 
ing  advice  to  this  eiFeft,^  enabled  WafhingloB 
to  profit  by  the  advice  of  general  Lee,  *  and, 
contrary  to  his  original  intention,  abandon  his 
perilous  fituation. 

Without  deriving  any  advanta^re  from 
their  laft  movement,  the  Britifli  forces  re-im- 
barked,  and  proceeded  along  the  coait  to  Pelf* 
Point,  where  they  ought  originally  to  have 
landed.  A  flvirniilli  took  place  near  Ealt 
Cheftcr,  between  a  ilivifion  of  the  American 
colonel  Glover's  brigade,  and  an  advanced  party 


y  It  was  propofcd  to  Sir  William  Howe,  to  pafs  by  City  Orrhad, 

and  thftnce  to  Mill's  Creek  and  Rochellc.     Lord  Howe  objtflt^  to 
MilPs  Creek,  under  the  uotion  of  its  being  onratc  ior  Hiips. 

»  Stedman,  vol .  i.  p«  2  x  i  •    Sec  alfo  Waihington's  Letters,  fcJ.  i. 
p.  ^94. 

of 
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of  tlie*  Brithb,  who  fucceeded   in  expelling  chap. 
them  from  a  ftrong  pofition.  *  ^^^^ 

The  principal  divifion  of  the  Britilh  army,  1776. 
proceeding  to  New  Rochelle,  were  joined  by  g'^.^ *• 
afecond  body  of  foreign  troops,  under  gene-  white^ 
ral  Knyphaujfen,  who  had  landed  fafely  at  Piain«- 
IVIiir^  Creek.  The  Americans  M'crc  ftretched 
parallel  to  the  Britilli  from  Kingfbridge  on 
the  right,  to  White  Plains  on  the  left.  They 
were  feparated  by  a  deeprircr,  called  the  Bcunx, 
oa  the  eaftern  fide  of  which,  their  whole  army 
occupied  a  fortified  camp.  The  royal  forces,  *^***- 
the  left  commanded  by  Howe,  the  right  by  *«di- 
Clinton,  approached  White  Plains,  driving  be- 
fore them  fcveral  detachments  of  the  enemy, 
who- created  confiderable  alarm  in  the  camp. 
Tile  tents  were  ftanding  :  the  hurry  of  ftriking 
and  loading  them  in  waggons,  together  with 
the  movements  of  troops  backwards  and  for- 
wards, in  evident  irrefolution,  prefented  an 
extraordinary  pi^ure  of  confufion.  The  num^ 
ber  of  American  forces  is  calculated  at  about 
eighteen  thoufand,  but  difiieartened,  infubor- 
dinate,  and  undifciplmed  ;  the  Britifli  were 
tlwrteen  thoufand,  in  the  utmoft  vigour,  fpirits, 
and  difcipline.  The  centre  of  the  enemy  was 
eafily  aflailable,  and  fuccefs  in  tliat  quarter 
muft  have  been  fatal  to  them :  but  Wafliington 
having,  for  fome  inexplicable  reafon,  polled 
four  thoufand  men  in  an  advantageous  pofitioa 
on  an  eminence;  general  Howe,  mifcalculating 
the  importance  of  the  fituatioo,  direftcd  his 
principal  eiforts  againft  it :  the  attack  was 
hardly  lefs  fevere  and  hazardous  than  an  aflault 
on  the  lines  ;  but  the  vidory  gained  by  the  in- 

«  Stedraan.    The  Americans  are  faid  to  have  been  viflorious  ia 
Wafliington's  Letters,  vol.] .  p/296, 

trepidity 
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CHAP,  trepiclity  of  the  troops  was  of  no  effieft,  as  the 
^*j^  Americans,  after  the  battle^  remained  tranquil 
1776-     ill  their  intrenchraents.*' 

Skvkhal  dajrs,  fubfequcnt  to  this  engage- 
ment, were  pafled  on  both  (idea  in  ftrengtlwi- 
in^  their  pofitions ;  the  Americans  anxious  to 
render  an  attack  on  their  lines  hopelefs ;  tbe 
Uritilli  j^eneral  defirous  to  make  the  event  cer- 
tain, by  pofl effing  himfelf  of  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  fo  as  to  cut  off  retreat,  waited  for  rcin- 

jothoa.  forceuients.  On  their  arrival,  a  diipofition 
was  made  for  an  attack ;  but  the  weather  oc- 
cafioncd  delay,  and  the  Americans  completed 
their  tbrtilications.  They  did  not,  however, 
feel  confident  in   this  advantage ;  for,  haiing 

tft  Nov*  learned  from  a  deferter  that  Howe  intended  to 
aflail  tlieni  the  next  morning,  they  fuddenlj 
evacuated  their  lines,  and  retired  acrofs  the 
Groton  to  an  impregnable  pofition,  defended 
in  the  front  by  the  river,  and  in  the  rear  by 
woods  and  heights.  In  their  retreat  they 
burned  all  the  houfes  and  forage  on  White 
Plains. 

Capture^f  WyARiED  with  au  Unavailing  purfurt  of  an 
enemy  determined  to  avoid  a  dirc^  encannter, 
the  Britifh  general  engaged  in  the  reduSion  of 
Fort  Walhington,  an  important  poll,  fecuring 
a  communication  with  the  Jerfey  lliore,  and 
effeftually  commanding  the  navigation  of  the 
North  river;  well  fortified,  and  not  to  be  ap- 
proached without  expofmg  the  bdiegers  tx)  a 
iieavy  fire.  The  defence  was  entrufted  to 
colonel  Magaw,  a  native  of  Penfylvania,  who 
had  quitted  the  bar  for  the  military  profeflioB, 


*  It  is  fuggtfted,  that  Wafhington  probably  pofted  this  corps  ofi 
tUc  right  of  the  Brunx  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  army  5  and  if  gtne- 
d\  Howe  cntuta.ncd  ihc  fame  notion,  it  accounts  iorhis  attacJc. 

and 
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and   was  peculiarly    qualified  for    his   truft.   chap. 
The  batteries   being  completed,  the  garrifon    ^^, 
was  fummoned,  but  gallantly  refuled  to  fur-     1776. 
render.     The  fort  was  refolutely  ftormed  by  Jl^^^^*'''' 
the  Britilh   army  in  four  divifions,  and  after 
a  fpirited    conteft,    the   whole   garrifon    fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war.     The  lofs  of  the 
royal  army  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted 
to  eight  hundred  :  that  of  the  enemy  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  to  three  thoufand  three 
hundred.      Wafhington   in   perfon    confulted 
with  Magaw,  in  the  morning  of  the  attack,  oil 
the  means  of  defence;  and,  during, the  action^ 
fent  inftruftions  to  hold  out,  and  he  would  de- 
tach reinforcements,  but  the  melfenger  arrived 
too  late.     The  American  general  highly  valued 
this  fort,-  and  deeply  deplored  the  lofs  of  fo 
many  men,  and  fo  great  a  quantity  of  artil- 
leiy  and  ftorcs,  which  he  defpaired  of  feeing 
replaced/ 

Immediately  after  this  fuccefs,  lord  Corn-^  i«th. 
wallis  landed  on  the  Jerfey  Ihore;  the  garrifon  I'^'^^^'lf 
of  Fort  Lee,  on  his  approach,  retreated  in  con-  Ncwjcrfey. 
fuiion,  leaving  their  tents  ftanding,  with  all 
their  provifions  and  military  (lores :  the  fort 
was  of  no  confequence  after  the  lofs  of  Fort 
Walliington.*^     The  American  leader,  confider* 
ing  his  only  chance  of  fafety  to  confilt  in  pre- 
cipitate retreat,  gained  with  great  expedition 
the  further  ihore  of  the  Hakenfack  river,  leav- 
ing on  the  road  great  quantities  of  ftorcs  and 
artillery.     In  the  fpace  of  about  three  week*, 
lord  Cornwallis  over-ran  the  whole  province 
of  New    Jerfey,  the  American  general   cou- 
ftantly  flying  before  him.* 

Tui: 

«  WafliinglonV  Lettertj  v,  i.  p.  31S.       <*  Idem,  p.  318. 
«  From  fomc  delays  made  in  the  courle  of  .this  pnriuit,  cenf^ire 
has  been  inferred,  as  ii*  lord  Cornwallis  was  reftrained^  by  want  of 

proper 
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CHAP.       The  wiatfer  having  now  commenced,  tfee 

XXIX.  Britilh  troops  were  placed  in  winter  quartan 
'^ijjsf  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Hakenfack,  the 
17th  Dec.  latter  of  which  ruiia  near  New  York-  The 
ff  thc^fiX  enemy  in  the  mean  time  retreated  acrois  ^ 
tifh  troop*   Delaware. 

'"Ix^ntrs!        During  the  progrfefs  of  lord    Cornwall^; 

Expedition  general    Clinton,    in   oppofition   to   his    awn 

wi^^    judgment,  was  engagca  in  an  expedition  to 

Rhode  Uland,    to   which  he    was  diipatched 

after  the  l)attle  of  White  Plains,     He  ftrongly 

urged  the  fuperior  advantage  of  being  landed 

at  Amhoy,    for   the  pm-pofe  of  co-operatiK 

witli  lord  Cornwallis,  or  proceeding  oil  board 

lord  Howe's  fleet  to  the  Delaware,  to  take  pof- 

feflion  of  Philadelphia;  but  his  propofitions  were 

over-ruled,  principally  becaule  lord  Howe  in- 

fiftcd  on  Rhode  Ifland  as  neceffary    for  the 

fleet.     On  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  force; 

the  enemy  abandoned  the  ifland ;  and  the  Ame* 

rican  fquadron  under  Hopkins  retired  up  the 

river  Providence,  where  it  remained  blocked 

up  and  inadive. 

^6thNov.       During  the  career  of  fuccefe,  lord  Hove 

Son*^bTthc  ^*^^  ^'^^  general  iffued  a  proclamation,  recapi- 

Howes.      tulatrng  their  former   offers,    and    promifing 

free  pardons  to  ail  who  fliould,  witlim  fixty 


proper  aflivity,  or  withheld  by  the  commands  of  his  Ibpenotfii 
the  chief  proof  in  favour  of  thefe  fuppofitions  Is,  that  the  piHlnB{ 
army  generally  arrived  at  every  place  from  whith  the  enemy  rettt^* 
ed,  at  the  moment  wlien  they  liad  quitted  the  fpoc  It  »  to  be«^ 
frrvedy  however,  that  the  Americans  had  conftantly  fuch  poM 
intelligence  of  the  preparations  of  the  royal  army,  as  enabled  thds 
tor  guefs  with  certainty  the  intentions  of  the  general,  and  fo  chaage 
th^ir  poiition  at  the  laft  moment.  It  appeal's  too  from  the  teftimoi^ 
otgeneral  Washington  himfelf,  that  the  expeditious  progrefs  of  tfce 
Britrih  army  was»  towards  the  latter  end  of  November,  fufpended  bf 
bad  weather.  See  Scednian,  v.  i.  p.  ftX9«  Walhingloxi'*s  heaoh 
V.  L  p.  311,  313.  et  paflim. 
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tlaj^s,  appear  before  governors  of  provinces,  or  chap. 
military  or  naval  commanders,  and  enter  into  ^}^ 
eusjagements  to  remain  peaceable  and  obedient  1776. 
fulycfts/  The  lenity  of  this  rneafure,  com- 
bined with  the  progrcfs  of  the  army,  induced 
great  numbers  to  accept  the  proffered  benefits, 
and  Avhole  diftrifts  renounced  their  arms. 
"W'alhington,  (furing  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
retreat,  complained,  that  notwithftandibg  his 
efforts  and  notices,  he  was  never  joined  by  the 
militia.  The  governor,  council  and  affembly, 
and  magiftracy  of  New  York,  had  deferted 
the  province;  repeated  attempts  to  embody 
the  militia  of  Philadelphia  had  failed;  and  a 
difpofition  to  meet  general  Howe  with  a 
cheerful  welcome  became, generally  apparent.' 
Had  the  Britifli  army  been  able  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Philadelphia,  it  was  fuppofed 
the  whole  continent  would  have  followed  the 
example  of  that  citv ;  but  they  could  not,  for 
want  of  boats,  crofs  the  Delaware,  and  were 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  ice  Ihould  be  fuffici- 
'-ently  formed  to  permit  a  paflage. 

The  partizans  of  congrefs   were    alfo  dif-  13th  Dee. 
heartened  by  the  capture  of  general  Lee,  whofe  q!^^*^ 
expeiience  and  talents  were  more  relied  on  by  Lee. 
the  Americans,  and  dreaded  by  the  Englifli,  than 
thofe  of  the  commander  in  chief.     His  timely 
difcemnient  had  already  faved  the  provincial 
ariny^  anpl  though  Waihmgton  does  not  appear 
to  .Ibavie entertained  a  fmcere  friendihip  for  him, 
ftiir/ in  the  difailrous  fituation  of  the  American: 
Caufe,  he  was  folicitous  for  his  prefence  and  af-^ 
fiilance.  Lee,  while  advancing  to  join  Wafliing- 
ton,   quitted  his  camp  before  Morriiiown  oa  a 
reconnoitring  expedition,  and  ftopped  almofi  uu« 

^  See  the  prockunatien  and  fonn  of  pardon.  Annual  Regifter, 
for  i777>  p.  a94« 
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CHAP,  attended  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  (be 
y^^  main  body  of  his  troops  for  refrefhment :  in  this 
»77^  fituation  he  was  furprized  by  a  detachmenl  cf 
light  horfe,  under  colonel  Harcourt,  and  coa- 
veyed  with  great  celerity,  through  a  c<mfider- 
able  extent  of  country,  to  New  York.  Ttt» 
gallant  exploit  caufed  no  lefs  exultation  in  ^ 
Britiili  than  regret  in  the  provincial  army.  No 
officer  of  equal  rank  being  in  captivity  among 
the  Americans,  Wafliington  offered  fix  field 
.  officers  in  exchange,  but  received  for  reply,  that 
Lee,  being  a  deferter  from  the  Britifii  fervicc, 
could  not  be  conlidered  as  a  priibner  of  wan 
It  was  ineflfedlually  alleged  on  the  other  fide, 
that  he  had  refigned  his  commiffion  beftm 
the  commencement  of  hofiilities ;  no  argu- 
ments or  offers  could  procure  his  releafe,  be 
was  confined,  and  vigilantly  guarded.  Con- 
grefs,  exafperated,  refcindeil  an  eftabliflieri  re- 
gulation,, in  the  nature  of  a  cartel,  for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners,  deprived  of  their  pi- 
role  feveral  Britiih  officers,  and  declared  that 
the  treatment  experienced  by  general  Lee  ihotiid 
form  the  model  of  their  conau&  towards  pri- 
foners. 

In  no  period  of  this  feries  of  calamities  doei 
it  appear  that  the  firmnefe  of  congrefs  everdc^ 
ferted  them,  or  that  they  loft  fight  of  the  great 
objefl  of  their  principal  leaders,  the  elftabiiilH 
ment  of  independence,  and  total  feparatioa 
from  Great  Britain.  Some  of  their  meafure* 
were  raih,  fome  perliaps  impolitic,  and  otbets 
tyrannical ;  but  ^ey  feem  on  the  whole  to  have 
purfued  a  mode  of  condu&  more  dignified  tbaa 
could  liavebeen  expefted  in  their  circumitancei, 
and  fufficiently  wile  to  ferve  as  the  founda- 
tion of  permanent  fuccefs,  if  they  were  uo«- 
peftedly  favoured  by  fortune. 
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Soo  N  after  the  declaration  of  independence,    chap. 
they  voted  articles  of  confederation  and  union,   ^^ 
in  which  they  aflumed  the  appellation  of  "the      »77«. 
United  States  of  America,"  and  limited  thege-  /^tide^of 
neral  dependence  of  each  ftate  upon  the  deci-  confedora- 
lions  of  the  delegates  in  congrets,  without  de-  ^^"* 
priving  any  of  their  full  freedom  of  adion  in 
the  regulation  of  their  own  internal  govern- 
ment*   Theypaffed  refolutions  for  railing  by  ^doa. 
loan,  at  four  per  cent  eighty  thoufand  dollars,  o^ 
for  which  certificates  were  to  be  given,  and  the  ^    ^** 
faith  of  the  United  States  pledged  to  the  lend- 
ers for  both  principal  and  intereft.  **     Asthefc 
certificates  were  transferrable,  and  liable  to  b^ 
<lepreciated,  congrefs,  by  a  fubfequent  la w,  fub-  *7^l>^ 
jefted  perfons  refufing  to  receive   the  paper 
currency  for  goods  or  debts,  or  withholding 
their  property  from  fale,  or  raifing  the  price,  fo 
as  to  make  a  difference  between  cafli  and  pa- 
.  per,  to  forfeiture  of  their  goods,  lofs  of  their 
debts,  and  a  penalty  proportioned  to  the  amount 
of  their  tranfgreffion.*     Another  proje^  for  ilthNon 
raifing  money  was  a  lottery  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  tickets,  divided  into  claiTes,  and  in 
which  five  millions  of  dollars  were  diftributed 
into  prizes.  ^    To  re-animate  the  declining  Ipirit  «<>*  ^>^' 
of  the  people,  congrefs  publifhed  an  addreis,  in 
their  accuftomed  ftyle,  recapitulating  the  topics 
of  complaint  againft  Great  Britain,  and  fabri- 
cating many  new  charges  arifing  out  of  the  mode 
of  condu6ting  the  war;  vigour  and  unanimity, 
they  faid,  would  enfure  fuccefs.    They  boafted 
of  dSential  fervices  already  rendered  by  foreign 
ilates,  of  pofitive  affurances  of  further  aid,  and 

t  See  Almonds  Remembrancer^  to],  iv.  p.  s^o, 

^  Idem,  pp.  219.  &8). 

^  Lkm^  fol,  ?•  p«  36.       ^  Idem,  jp.  |j« 
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CH  AP«  fpoke  in  contemptuous  terms  of  Britifli  valinir. 
^!^   The  army,  during  the  wliole  campaign, they iaki 
1776.     had  been  checked  in  its  progrcfs,  and  had  vitAy 
till  within  the  hift  two  weeks,  ventured  aborc 
ten  miles  from  the  tlcet:  their  prefetit  advances 
were  not  produced  by  any  capital  fuccefs  biiU 
fudden  diminution  of  the  American  force  from 
the  expiration  of  enUftments.     No  terms  could 
be  pbtained  from  Circat  Britain  butuucondi* 
tional  flibmiflion ;  but   cordial   union  .  would 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  army,  and  re*auimat< 
the  declining  caufe  of  America.     Even  when 
10th  Dec.    cottgrefs  was  compelled  to  abandon  Philadel- 
They retire  phia,  and  take  refuge  in  Baltimore,  "  no  public 
mw!^'     aQ;  teftified  defpair,  or  a  dcfire  to  procure  im- 
munity by  a  facrifice  of  public  fpirit.  Some  in- 
dividuals joined  the  Britilh  army,  and  othecs 
maintained  a  coullant  correfpondence  with  the 

generals  for  terms  of  fafcty ; "  but  the  whole 
ody,  in  all  their  public  afts,  maintained  an  un- 
varied appearance  of  dignity  and  fovereignty. 
iVitfenible        '^^^  army,  the  fole  cft'edtive  bails  of  their 
ftateofthe  hopes,  had  been  formed  in  a  manner  founex- 
anny.        peAed,  and  on  a  plan  fo  radically  bad,  that  it 
could  now  only  be  viewed  with  fentiments  of 
defpair.     The  requiiite  interval  for  eftc6ting  a 
complete  reform  could  not  be  expected;  totally 
to  difband  the  exifting  force   was  impoflible, 
without  abandoning  every  hope  of  final  fuccefe; 
and  yet  every  difafier  produced  fuch  great  de- 
falcations, that  it  was  reduced  to  a  number  not 
exceeding  five  thoufand,  and  even  thofe  were 
impatiently  awaiting  the  day  which  ibould  iet 

1  RemembranccTy  vol.  ir.  p.  970. 

■  For  thif  purpofe  they  adjourned  fr^m    the  X2th  to  tfacso<bof 
December  {  having  in  the  mean  time  appointed  a  iblemn  faff. 

*  From  private  infonottioih 

£  them 


GEORGE    HI.  437 

them  free  from  their  engagement.     In  the  be-   Chap. 
ginning  of  hoftilities  enthufiafm,  and  a  defire  of   ^j^., 
aftifting  in  a  ftruggle   for  a  fuppofcd  limited      »776. 
objeft,    brought  great  numbers   to  the  field, 
i»^ho  exerted  themfclvcs  with  furprizing  aixlour 
in  the  hope  of  abridging  the  contcft.      Yet 
even  they  were  not  infenfible  of  tlie  difadvan- 
tages  of  their  fituation,  they  faw  with  joy  the 
expiratioii  of  their  term  of  fervice,  and  Walh- 
ington,  after  forming  a  few  foldiers,  felt  the 
mortification  of  being  obliged   to  train  a  new 
army.     His  fecond  army  differed  however  in 
many  particulars  from  the  firft ;  the  men  were 
raifed  at  theinftigation  of  others,  rather  than  by 
their  own  impulie,   and    brought   with  them 
many  fordid   views,  and  perfonal  animofities, 
ivhich  threatened  ruin  to  the  caufe.     The  par- 
iiraony  of  congrefs,  animated  in  fome  meafure 
by  a  jealoufy  of  their  own  general,  did  not  af-. 
ford  fufficient  bounty  to  recruits,  or  an  ade- 
quate pay  to  officers :  confequently  men  who 
held  commiflions  were  known  to  praftife  the 
loweft  arts  to  eke  out  their  beggarly  fubfiftence ; 
they  even  pilfer.ed  the  pay  and  blankets  from 
their  own  privates.  The  officers  were  alfo  defi- 
ed by  the  troops,  which  produced  adifgufting 
equality,  no  left  ofFenfive  to  manners  than  fub- 
verfive  of  fubordination  :  fome  corps  would  not 
vote  for  officers,  unlefs  they  confented  to  join 
their  pay  in  a  common  ftock,  from  Avhich  all 
drew  an  equal  proportion.     This  gave  rife  to 
many  Ioav  praftices  on  the  part  of  officers,  and 
even  fubjedled  them  to  the  ncceffity  of  exer- 
cifing  their  trades  for  fubfiftence :  fo  that  in  pre- 
fenceof  feveral  perfons  of  confideration,  one  of 
them  was  fcen  fliaving  his  own  corps.  The  local 
animofities  which  diftinguilli  every    country 
weie  violent  and  yancorous  in  thq  American 
F  F  3  army  ; 
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CHAP,  army;*  and  the  militia  were  backward,  m- 

^}^    difciplined,  and  refrafiory. 
1776.         The  general  conftantly  reprefented  to  con- 
crefs  the  improvidence  of  ratfmg  a  milHay 
Jbrce  for  fo  fliort  a  period  as  a  year,  and  ilievei 
the  ncceffity  of  exercifing  a  greater  d^ree  nf 
vigoiu-  and    generofity,   by   augnienticg   the 
bounties,  enforcing  the  levies,  and  extending 
the  period  of  fervice  to  three  years,  or  the  ter- 
mination of  hoftilities.     In  purfuance  of  thefe 

f  6th  Sept.  fuggeftions,  congrefs  at  length  pafled  a  vole 
for  raifmg  eighty-eight  battalions  to  fervc 
during  the  war,  and  indicated  the  propoition 
to  be  contributed  by  each  ftate;'  a  bounty^ 
twenty  dollars  was  oftered  to  each  private; 
portions  of  land  were  promifed  to  both  otficers 
and  privates,  or  their  widow3  or  reprefentativcs^ 
at  the  clofe  of  hoftilities,^  and  to  preferve  the 
-  intended  benefit  to  the  objefts  of  its  original 
deftiriation,  all  affignments  were  declared  void 
Officers,  except  generals,  weretobe  appointed  by 
the  governments  of  the  feveral  ftatcs ;  the  com- 
milTionsto  beiffued  by  congrefs.  The  charge  of 
cloathing  was  however  to  be  deduced  from  the 
pay  of  the  privates ;  and  thofe  who  had  already 
received  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  were  by  a 

•  Stedman,  vohi.  p.  ao6t 

f  It  was  as  follows :  Virginia  and  Maflach«flift*s  Bay  15  bat- 
talions each  $  Penfylvania  iij  North  Garblina9$  Soath  Garolini 
6  ;  New  Hampihire  3  j  Conneflicut  and  Maryland  S  each  |  Rhode 
Ifland  a ;  Delaware  x  ;  Georgia  i ;  New  York  and  Jcrfey,  bekf 
pai  tly  in  the  pofTellion  of  the  Britiih,  only  4  each* 

9  The  lands  were  promifed  in  the  following  proportioos: 

To  a  colonel   -        -        -        -  500  acres. 

Lieutenant- colonel    •        *        2.  450 

Major     •        -        &        *        fc  400 

Captain  -         -        -         -  300      ,  • 

,      Lieutenant       ^         •        .        ^  sod 

Enfign    ----.-  150 
£ach  non-commi(Iioned  officer  and  1 
i  foldier    -     ..  *     w       «        .    j 
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iubfequent  refolution,  no  lefs  impolitic  than   chap. 
mean,  to  be  deprived  of  that  fum  in  cafe  they   J^^, 
ikould  re-enlift/     Orders  were  alfo  iffued  for      it?^- 
preventing  the  monopoly  of  military  neceflaries,  *****  ^^ 
for  a  more  effeftual  fupply  of  gunpowder,  and  2»d  oa. 
for  affuring  its  quality.     Thefe  meafures  were 
T>ot   adequate   to    the    increafing  exigences: 
IfVafliington  remonftrated  againft  the  paHimony 
of    congrefs  ;    and   advifed,    that  inftead  of 
eighty-eight   battalions,   a  hundred    and  ten 
/hould  be  raifed ;  but  even  the  fmaller  number 
could  not  be  procured ;  the  militia  could  not 
be  ftimulated  into  exertion,  and  the  general 
iaw  that  ten  days  more  would  terminate  the  aoth.Dec. 
exiftence  of  his  army.' 

-  General  Howe,  relying  perhaps  with  too  Heman« 
ianguine  confidence;  on  the  terror  which  his  ftationed 
-fucceffes  would  fpread  among  the  Americans,  **'^'*«'>*»»' 
divided  his  army  into  fmall  detachments,  far 
diftant  from  each  other,  forming  a  chain  of 
communication  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ha- 
kenfack,  no  lefs  than  eighty  miles.  Trenton 
and  Bordenton,  the  barriers  to  the  Jerfeys, 
and  lying  neareft  the  enemy,  were  defended 
by  Heffian  troops,  under  colonel  Rhalle,  and 
count  Donop;  tnefc  foreigners  were  offenfive 
to  the  inhabitants  from  tfteir  inordinate  rapa- 
city in  purfuit  of  plunder ;  they  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  language,  and  incapable  of 
obtaining  proper  intelligence.  By  a  fmgular 
improvidence,  the  pofts  of  Trenton,  Borden- 
ton, White  Horfe,  and  Burlington,  were  weakefl 
in  refpeft  of  troops,  and  left  unfecured  &om 
attack  by  any  works  of  art,  not  a  finglc  re- 
doubt or  intrenchment  being  thiown  up  to 
prevent  furprize ;  the  other  pofts,  in  defiance 

'  Sec  Almonds  Remembrancer. 

9  WaiLiogton*!  Letters,  toI.  i^  p.  349. 
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CHAP,  of  reafon,  were  made  ftrongcr  in  proporticato 
%^!^    the  increafe  of  their  diftance  from  the  enemy, 

«77^.     and  decreafc  of  ihcir  probable  danger. 
Surpnied        Wash  I X GTO N,  ^^  ell  apprized  of  thefc faTow- 
ilft«u^*   able  circumftanccs,  ftrongly  felt  the  necefity 
of  making  fome  brilliant  eflbrt,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year,   but  Avas  at  a  lofs  for  ibe 
means,  vhen  general  Arnold  vifited  the  camp, , 
and  fuggefted  a  manoeuvre  equally  daring  and 
important-  *     Wafliington  readily  acceded  to 
Arnold's  advice,  confidering  the  rifque  of  finall 
importance,  as  ill  fuccefs  would  not  place  the. 
American  caufe  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  inac- 
tion, and  a  few  days  would  terminate  the  exif- 
•«th  Dec.   tence  of  his  army.  By  a  judicious  feint,  he  drev 
Donop  with  his  whole  force  from  Bordenton, 
and  dividing  his  troops  into  three  parties,  com- 
manded them  to  meet  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Dela- 
ware on  the  night  of  Chriftmas,  a  feafon  whem 
cuftomary  feftivitv  would  add  to  the  efFe6b  of 
the  relaxed  dicipline  which  prevailed  among 
the  Ileflians.     Although  the  paffage  was  begun 
as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  yet  from  the  quantity  of 
ice,  the  artillery  did  not  reach  the  oppofite 
iliore  till  three  o'clock,  and  did  not  take  up 
their  line  of  march   till  almoft  four.     Thelc 
difficulties,  hoAvever,  and  this  delay,  did  not 
difljearten  Wafhington.    He  formed  his  detach- 
ment, confiding  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men,  into  two  divifions,  and  each  took  a  dif- 
ferent road.      As  the  difiances    were  nearly 
equal,  hoth  were  direded,  immediately  on  forc- 
ing the  guards,  to  prefs  into  the  town,  that  they 
might   charge  before  the  Germans  had  time 
to  fprm.     They  marched  in  a  violent  ftorni  of 
fnow  and  hail;  the  fnft  divilionairived  exactly 
at  eight  o'clock,  the  other  in  three  mioutes 
after:    the  ou^r  guards  made  little  oppofition, 

being 
<  From  private  mfonnatioiu 
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Jbeing  only  few  \n  number  ;    they  kept  up,   CHAF. 
liowever,  a  conltant  retreating  fire  from  behind    xxrx, 
the  houfes:  the  main  body  formed,  but  eolonel     ,775; 
Hhalle,  and  feven  other  officers  being-  wounded, 
and  the  Americans  furroundin*^  them  on  all 
iides,  twenty-three  officers,  and  eight  hundred 
and    eighty-fix  men,    laid^dowu  their    arms. 
TKe  enemy  achieved  this  exploit  with  no  lofs, 
having  only  two  officers,  and  oae  or  two  pri- 
vates wounded.    The  entire  force  in  Trenton 
confifted  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  forming  the 
regiments  of  Lanfpach,  Knyphaufen,  and  Rhalle^ 
and  a  troop  of  Britilh  light  liorfe  ;  but  on  the 
beginning  of  the  attack  the  remainder  t?ffefted 
their  efcape  by  the  road  towards  Borden  ton* 
Thefe  would  alfo  have  been  captured,  had  the  •    . 

two  other  divifions  of  Wafliingtou's  army  been 
able  to  execute  his  inftruftions :  general  Ewing, 
who.  commanded  one  party,  was  to  have  pafled 
the  Delaware  at  Trenton  ferry,  and  taken  polief-- 
fion  of  the  great  bridge ;  general  Cad  wallader  waa 
inftrufted  to  crofs  with  the  Penfylvania  militia 
from  Briftol ;  Ewin^  found  it  impoflible  to 
difembark  any  part  ot  his  force,  from  the  great 
quantity  6f  ice,  and  Cadwallader,  after  landing 
part  of  his  infantry,  was  obliged  to  re-imbark 
them,  becaufe  he  could  not  tranfport  his  artiU 
lery.  Wafliington,  apprehenfive  of  an  attack 
from  the  poft  below  Trenton,  returned  to  Mor-  •    ^ 

riftown  the  fame  evening,  with  the  priibners 
and  artillery  he  had  taken  :  there  were  very 
few  ftores." 

When  Wafliington  projected  this  exploit, 
his  chief  objed  was  to  encourage  his  partis 
zans,  by.  a  luccefsful  attempt,  but  he  never  fe- 
rioufly  thought  the  military  confecjuences  could 
extend  beyond  the  day,  or  aniwer  any  further 

V  This  account  is  principally  taken  from    Waihington^s  own 
Narrative  s  Lcttersi  vol.  i.  p.  360. 

purpofe 
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CM  AT.  parpofe  than  animating  the  adherents  of  too* 

JS^^  grefs,  by  ihewing  that  the  redoubted  UeflbRSi 
177^     the  veterans  fo  much  dreaded  in  America,  were 
not  invincible.     The  prifoners  were   uieil  hi 
this  purpofe:  they  were  conveyed  to  PbilaM- 
phia,  and  paraded  through  all  the  ftreets,  ferr- 
mg  at  once  as  evic^nce  of  the  reality  of  vic- 
tory, and  an  excitement  to  military  ardour. 
The  general  expefted  that  the  fcenc  of  his  fuc- 
cefs  would  have  been  immediately  re-occupied 
by  the  Britifli  forces ;   but  finding  this  expec- 
tation not  ^ccompliihed,  ventured    again    to 
crofs  the  Delaware,  with  the  fame  divifion  rt 
ibis  army,  not  deterred  by  the  quantity  of  ice 
already  formed,  nor  by  the  fear  of  difiicultj 

^ftja»«  and  fatigue.*  At  Trenton  he  made  amuftCF 
1777-  of  his  force,  and  the  perfuafions  of  officers, 
and  an  advance  of  ten  dollars  to  each,  could 
only  prevail  on  about  half  of  thofe  whole  term 
pf  lerviee  was  expired,  to  engage  fof  fix  wecb 
longer. 

Lord  JVIeanwhile  the  re-appcaranceof  Wafliing- 

^!?m1o'  *^"  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Delaware,  had  alarmal 
Uieamiy?  the  Britifh  general ;  and  lord  Cornwallis,  who 
had  already  reached  New  York,  in  his  way  to 
England,  was  ordered  back  to  head  the  British 
troops  in  the  Jerfeys  :  he  fpeedily  effected  a 
junftion  with  general  Grant,  and  found  Wafli^ 
•d  ja».  ington,  who  had  retired  from  Trenton,  pofted 
on  fome  high  grounds  ;  a  cannonade  was  car- 
ried on  till  nigTit,  and  lord  Cornwallis  expeAed 
to  renew  the  attack  in  the  morning  ;  but  the 
wary  leader  of  the  American  troops,  perceiving 
his  opponent  to  be  much  fuperior  in  numbersi 
and  hoping  to  furprize  Princeton,  where  be 
rightly  conjectured  a  fmall  force  only  was  left, 
Quietly  difpatched  his  baggage  to  Burlingtoq 

*  See  .Walkington''s  Letters,  vol.  i«  p«  }6|, 

fooa 
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Jbon  after  dark^  and  renewing  his  fires  at  mid-   ch  af. 
night,  and  leaving  guards  at  the  bridge  in  v^^^^^ 
Trenton,   marched  off  filently  by  q,  circuitous     i777t 
route.     About  fun-rife  he  reached  Princeton,  jdjan. 
^here  he  found  only  three  regiments  and  three  WaAing- 
troops  of  light  horfe,  under  the  command  of  pHfts^' 
colonel  Mawhood,  wlio  had  juft  begun   his  rrmccuai, 
march  to  join  lord  Comwallis.     The  colonel 
at  firfl  mifiook  the  advanced  guard   of  the 
^nemy  for  Heffians,  but  foon  recognizing  hi^ 
miftake^  charged  with  great  impetuofity :    the 
van   of  the  -Americans  was  difordered ;    the 
feventeenth   regiment,   led  by   captain  Scot^ 
prefled  forward  with  fixed  bayonets,  drove  tliifl 
enemy  into  a  ravine,  and  finding  themfelve9 
unable  effectually  to  contend  againft  numbers 
fo  much  fuperior,  cut  their  way  through,  and 
purfued  their  march  to  Maidenhead,   a  vil- 
lage fituated  between  Princeton  and  Trenton. 
The  other  two  regiments,  unable  to  make  a 
Similar  progrefs,  retreated  to  Brunfwick  with 
a  lofs  of  nearly  half  their  force ;   the  Ame- 
ricans took  poffeffion  of  Princeton,  where  they 
acquired  fome  blankets,  fhoes,  and  a  few  other 
trifling  articles,  burned  the  hay,  and  deftroyed 
Ibme  other  effefts :  they  captured  alfo  two  brafsf 
^eld  pieces,  but,  for  want  of  horfes,  could  not 
carry  them   away ;    the  number  of  prifoners 
was  near  eight  hundred,  among  whom  were 
jTourteen  officers,  all  Britift, 

At  day-light  Comwallis  difcovered  the  re- 
peat of  the  American  army,  and  entertaining 
apprehenfions  fof  the  fafety  of  Brunfwick, 
whieh  was  in  a  defencelefs  fituation,  haftened  to 
jts  relief.  Had  the  American  general  mado 
Ithis  attempt,  he  would  have  deftroyed  all  the 
ftores  and  magazines,   and  taken  the 

military 
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CHAP,  military  cheft,  containing  feventy  thou&iKl 
J™^  pounds ;  his  original  plan  was  to  have  pidked 
»777«  on  to  Brunfwick,  but  he  did  not  know  the 
military  chell  vas  there,  and  the  harraflcd fiatc 
of  his  forces,  (many  of  whom  had  not  flept  for 
two  nights  and  a  day,)  and  ths  danger  of  lof- 
ing  the  advantage  already  gained,  by  aiming 
at  too  much,  induced  him,  by  the  advice  of 
his  officers,  to  relinquilli  the  attempt.  Thi* 
change  of  determination  may  be  principally 
imputed  to  the  gallant  refifta nee  made  by  colo- 
jiel  Mawhood,  which  occafioned  fuch  delay, 
that  before  the  purfuit  Mas  finilhed,  the  rear  of 
the  Englilh  was  in  fight;  Waihington,  how- 
ever, having  had  the  precaution  to  break  down 
the  bridge  over  Stony  brook,  obtained  fufficient 
time  to  retreat  unmolefted  to  Pluckemin. ' 
Andrf.  Lord  Cornw^allis  with  great  difficulty 
jerfe\*^^  purfued.  the  track  of  WailiingtOn,  and  was 
'^^''  obliged  to  halt  at  Brunfwick  to  refreJh,  and 
rcpofe  his  army.  Waihington,  pcrceivhig  that 
the  Hrilifli  had  totally  evacuated  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  took  the  opportunity,  while  lord 
Cornwallis  remained  at  lirunfwick,  to  overrun 
all  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfcy,  fprcading  his  anr.y 
over  the  Rariton,  and  penetrating  into  Eflex 
county,  where  he  made  himfelf  malter  of  the 
coaft  oppofite  to  Staten  Ifland,  by  feizing  New- 
ark, Elizalieth  Town,  and  Woodbridge.  His 
head  quartcis  he  lix.ed  at  RIorriftown,  fituated 
amongtt  hills,  extremely  difficult  of  accefs.  A 
fine  country  was  in  his  rear,  whence  he  could. 
draw  fupfilies,  and  through  which  he  could  at 
any  time  fecure  an  eafy  paffage  over  the  Dela-s 
>rare.  Thefe  judicious  movements  not  only 
faved  Philadelphia  and  Penfylvania,  but  reco-. 

y  Pfiucipally  from  ^afliington's  Letters,  vol,  u,  p.  j, 
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verccl  great  part  of  the  Jcrfcys,  in  defiance  of  an  c  rt  A  Ps 
army  infmitely  iuperior  in  dilciplinc,  relburces,    ^^^ 
and  numbers.     Of  all  their   recent  cxtenlive     1777. 
poHeffions  in  the  Jeifeys,  the  Kn^lifli  now  re- 
tained only  the  pofts  of  Brunfwick  and  Aniboy; 
the  firft  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Raritou  ; 
thefecond  on  a  point  of  land  at  its  month. 

Thus  the  campaign  of  1776  concluded,  obfcrva. 
and  the  review  affords  few  motives  of  fatis-  ^^^^^^ 
Jaftion  :  the  progrefs  of  the  Britilli  arms  was  paign. 
arrelled,  and  the  refult  of  previous  fuccclFes 
raviihed  from  their  grafp  by  an  enemy 
in  ever}'^  refpe6l  inferior.  The  tardy  com^ 
mcncement  of  tlie  campaign  gave  time  for 
congrefs  to  ilfue  their  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, which  frullrated  all  attempts  at  con- 
ciliation ;  but  had  general  Howe,  M'ho  pof- 
lefled  abundant  means,  begun  his  operations 
earlier,  and  with  vigour,  the  violent  party 
would  not  have  carried  their  hardly-con-  " 
teited  point,  nor  have  obtained  the  fandion 
of  the  people  in  rejecting  the  proffered  terms  of 
peace.  The  hnguid  purfuit  of  the  Ameri- 
cans acrofs  the  Jcribys  has  been  perhaps  more 
blamed  tlian  it  dclcrves ;  it  appears  from 
Walhingtoirs  letters,  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
IJritilh  troops  was  impeded  at  the  clofe  of  No- 
vember by  bad  weather,  and  no  delay  took 
place  afterwards  which  could  be  avoided  :  the 
Americans  polfelfcd  the  advantage  of  moving 
a  light  unincumbered  body  of  troops  over  a 
territory  with  which  they  were  perfeflly  ac- 
quainted. The  generals  have  been  frequently 
accufed  of  neglecting  opportunities  to  gai^i 
the  rear  of  the  American  army,  and  thus  com- 
pletely overwhelm  them  ;  but  fuch  allegations 
are  always  to  be  received  with  caution ;  a 
movemeut  of  the  kind  appears  perfectly  eafv 

to      , 
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CHAK  to  men  who  merely  reafon,  and  is  eafily  de* 
JJJ^  monilrable  on  paper>  but,  if  attempted  m  the 
field,  it  might  involve  a  victorious  anny  in 
inevitable  ruin,  or  at  beft  be  fruftrated  by  the 
moil  fimple  didates  of  the  momentary  exi- 
gency. But  no  adequate  vindication  appeus 
for  the  firatige  manner  in  which  the  troops 
were  pofied  in  the  Jerfeys  :  general  Hoire 
adopted  the  meafure  in  contradidion  to  his 
better  judgment,*  but  his  error  is  in  every  point 
of  view  inexcufable.  Equally  culpable  was 
the  ihameful  negled;  of  caution  and  difcipline 
which  facilitated  the  furprize  at  Trenton,  and 
for  which  colonel  Rhalle  paid  with  his  life. 
But  Rhalle  alobe  was  not  blameable ;  general 
Grant,  his  fuperior  in  command,  omitted  the 
important  duty  of  vifiting  his  polls,  giving  his 
orders,  and  perfonally  infpeding  their  execu- 
tion. After  the  event  at  Trenton,  the  Britiih 
army  feems  to  have  been  paralyfed  by  alarm, 
incapable  of  refolute  meafures  for  availing  a 
foe  who  ftill  held  them  in  terror,  or  for  prudent 
defence  of  a  province,  which  no  force  poflefled 
by  the  Americans  could  have  wrefted  from 
them. 

The  pacificatory  powers  were  not  always 
ufed  with  judgment:  the  proclamations  and 
overtures  for  conciliation  were  wife  and  fuf* 
ficiently  dignified ;  but  when  the  mod  con- 
fiderable  peribns  in  NewYork,  Queen's  Coun^, 
Long  liland,  and  feveral  towns,  ports,  and 
inferior  places^  prefented  petitions  to  the 
conimiffioners,  profeffing  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  fupremacy  of  the  king,  and  the  con- 

*  He  was  remonftrated  with  on  the  TubjeBy  and  a  firRr(b|9  le* 

fore  Wa(hingtoD*8  attack  wrote  to  a  general  officer  in  thefe  tcnns  i 
**  I  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  run  a  chain  acrofs  Jeriey  j  the 
u  linkft  are  too  far  aCiinder/'    From  psivate  ioformaiion. 

^.  ftitutional 
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fiitutlonal  authority  of  Great  Britain;  and  chak 
when  they  followed  thefe  declarations  by  ^^2^1^ 
raifing  a  militia,  and  a  confiderable,  body  of 
troops  for  the  royal  fervice,  no  attention  was 
paid  to  their  requeft  for  a  reftoration  of  thofe 
rights  which  the  law  and  the  proclamation  in- 
titled  them  to  claim.  In  fuch  a  period,  when 
the  public  faith  was  to  be  vindicated,  and  a 
good  example  prefented,  verbal  difquifitions 
ihould  not  have  been  afliduoully  fought;  and 
if  declarations,  attended  by  fuch  a6ls,  were 
not  fo  forcibly  worded  as  the  friends  of  parlia- 
mentary authority  might  wifli,  it  was  neverthe- 
lefs  their  intereft,  and  their  duty,  to  prefent 
every  facility  to  an  accommodation,  which 
was  of  more  importance  than  a  long  feries  of 
viftories." 

But  if  this  neglefl  was  prejudicial  to  the 
British  caufe,  how  much  more  fatal  was  the 
deteftable  licentioufnefs  in  which  the  military 
were  permitted  to  indulge  in  the  Jerfeys. 
Plunder  and  wanton  infult  difgufted  and  in- 
cenfed  the  natives,  and  afforded  opportuni- 
ties of  reproach,  which  were  not  neglefted 
by  the  partizans  of  America ;  *  details  of 
each  fpecific  wrong  were  taken  on  oath,  and 
publifhed  in  the  news-papers,  to  irritate  the  . 
people  againft  the  king  and  the  Britiih 
nation.  Thus  the  minds  of  the  loyal  re- 
ceived a  contrary  impulfe,  and  many  in 
defp«ration  joined  the  Americans/  In  vain 
will  it  be  alleged,  in  palliation  of  thefe  un- 
denied  enormities,  that  it  was  impoffible  ta 

*  See  Annual  Regifter,  1777^  p*  13* 

^  See  Galk>way*s  Letters  to  a  Nobleman  on  the  Conduft  of  the 
War  in  the  middle  Colonies,  p«4i*  WalhingtoQ*s  Lettera,  vol. 
ii*  p.  a. 

^  Galioway*t  Letters  to  a  Nobleman,  p.  43. 
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CHAP,  reftrain  tlie  furtive  and  licentious  difpollrion 
,^^^  of  the  forcii2:n  mercenaries :  were  tins  alle^ra- 
tion  true,  it  proves  only  the  impolicy  af 
takiufj  up  M'inter  quarters  with  fuch  troops,  in 
a  |)lace  where  it  was  defirable  to  keep  alive  li5c 
fpirit  of  loyalty :  but,  on  the  contrary,  Rhode 
Illand,  under  the  more  difcrcet  and  correct 
management  of  lord  Percy  and  general  Clin- 
ton, exhibits  not  a  fingle  inftance  of  com- 
plaint. 
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CHAPTER    THE  THIRTIETH: 
1776—1777. 

JUteting  of  parliament.  —  King's  fpetch.  — 
Debates  on  the  addrefs. — Differences  in  opi* 
nion  among  the  members  ofoppojition.  —  Dc 
"  bate  on  the  proclamatio7i  at  New  Vork.-^ 
Partial  fecej/ion  of  oppojition. —  Recefs,--^ 
Attempt  to  burn  the  royal  arfenals,— Bill 
for  fufpending  the  habeas  corpus  —  Amended 
in  the  Committee. — A6tfor  iffuing  ictters  of 
marque.  —  Lord  Chatham's  motion  refpeciing 
America. — Debates  on  taxes  and  f applies.  — 
King's  meffage  refpeQing  the  arrears  of'the 
civil  liji.' — Supply  granted.^ — Debate  and 
proteji  in  the  Lords.-^  Speech  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  on  pre  fen  ting  the  bill  to  thfi  King — 
he  is  thanked  by  the  houje  —  debate  on  the 
fubjeQ — his  condufi  more  decifively  approved. 
— Clofe  of  the  feffion. — King's  Jpeech.-^ 
State  of  the  public  mind. — State  and  views 
of  foreign  powers  with  reJpeB  to  Great 
"Britain. 

'\  f  E  M  p  t  R  A  T  E  fpeech  from  the  throne  opened  chap. 
-^"^  the  feflion   of  parliament.     The   king  de-   ^!^!J 
clared,   nothing  could  have  afforded  him  fo     *^^ 
much  fatisFattion  as  to  ftate,  that  the  troubles  Meeting^ 
by  which  the  American  colonies  had  been  fo  P»fi»*- 
long  diftrafted  were  at  an  end ;  and  that  the  ^Ling'* 
unhappy  peQple,  recovered  from  their  delufion,  fpeech. 
had  (Iclivered  themfelves  from  the  oppreffion  of 
their  leaders,  and  returned  to  their  duty :  but 
fo  daring  and  defpcrate  was  the  fpiritof  thofe 
leaders,  whofe  obje6l.s  had  always  been  domi- 
nion and  power;. thatthey had  opeulyrcnounced 
all   allegiance  to  the  cirown.  and  all  political 
VOL.  II.  Q»  conneclioii 
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CHAP,  conncfiion  with  this  country;  rejefted,  mth 
J^^  circumftanccs  of  indignity  and  infult  the 
177^.  meansof  conciliation,  and  prefumed  to  feiup 
their  rebellious  confederacies  for  indepeiMleiit 
ilates.  If  their  treafon  was  fufFered  to  lake 
root,  much  mifchief  muft  grow  from  it,  to  the 
fafety  of  the  loyal  colonies,  the  commerce  of  the 
kingdom,  ana  indeed  to  the  prejent  Jsificm 
of  all  Europe.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Britifli 
arms  gave  the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  decifive 
good  confequences;  but  notwithftandin^  this 
fair  profpeft,  it  was  neceflary  to  prepare  for  an- 
other campaign  ;  he  recapitulated  the  pacific 
aflurances  of  the  European  powers,  and  obferv- 
ed,  he  could  have  in  this  arduous  contcft  no 
other  objett  but  to  promote  the  true  iutereft  of 
his  fubje<?ts.  No  people  ever  enjoyed  more 
happinefs,  or  lived  under  a  milder  government, 
than  the  revolted  provinces,  a  fa6l  proved  by 
tlipir  progrefs  in  the  arts,  their  numbei^,  their 
wealth,  and  flrength  by  fea  and  land,  Mhich in- 
fpired  an  over- weening  confidence.  He  was 
defirous  to  Teftorc  to  them  the  bleffings  of  law 
and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  eveiy  Britifli 
fubjeft,  which  they  nad  fatally  and  deiperatcly 
exchanged  for  the  calamities  of  war,  and  tlic 
arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 
Amend.  An  amendment  to  the  addrefs  was  moved  by 
S^\'cWref8  ^^^^  •^^^^  Cavendifh,  and  feconded  by  the 
t^vtd.  marquis  of  Granby,  totall}  altering  all  tlie  fen- 
.  timents  of  the  original.  It  began  by  affirming^ 
that  the  difaffecHon  and  revolt  of  a  whole 
people,  could  not  have  taken  place  without 
great  errors  in  conduft  towards  them.  Thefe 
errors  were  imputed  to  a  want  of  fufficient  in- 
formation in  parliament,  and  a  too  implicit 
confidence  in  minifters.  Hence  fchenics  for 
the  reduftion  and  chaliifement  of  a  fuppofed 
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nconfiderable  party  of  fadious  men,  had  driven   chap. 
;hirteeTi  large  provinces  to  defpair  i  a  hearing  ^^^' 
lad  been  retufed  to  the  reiterated  complaints     i776*  ' 
ind  petitions  of  the  colonifts,  and  commillion* 
jrs  nominated  for  the  apparent  purpofe  of  mak- 
ng  peace,  were  furniihed  with  no  legal  poM'er 
^utthat  of  giving  or  withholding  pardons  at 
)leafure.     His  majefty,  inftead  of  fending  out 
."ommiffioners,  according  to  the  promifein  his 
peech  at  the  beginning  of  the  taft  feffion,  as 
peedily  as  poflible,  had  not  difpatched  them  till 
Teven  months  afterwards  ;  conlequently  the  in- 
habitants  of  the   colonies,  apprized  tnat  they 
*'ere  put  out  of  the  protefSlion  of  government, 
iTid  feeing  no  means  provided  for  their  return, 
wrere  furniflied   with  reafons  but  too  plaufible 
ibr    renouncing  dependence    on  the    croAvn. 
^*  We  undcrftand,"  the  amendment  proceeded, 
^  that  amidft  the  many  difafters  and  difgraces 
ittending  his  majefty's  arms  in  America,  an  ad- 
^rantiige  has  been  gained  in  the  province  of  New 
STork,  which,  if  wifely,  moderately,  and  pro- 
iridently  ufed,  may  produce  happy  effefts.   No- 
ching  Ihall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  forward 
reconciliatiort,  by  laying  down  real  permanent 
grounds  of  connexion  between  Great  Britain 
md  her  colonies,  on  principles  of  liberty,  and 
:erms  of  mutual  advantage.     We  fhould  moft 
leartily  congratulate  his  majefty,  on  any  event 
eading  to  the  great  defirable  end,  of  fettling  a 
iurable  peace,  by  the  reiteration  of  the  ancient 
iffection  which  happily  fubfifted  in  formertimes. 
^e  fliould  regard,  with  Ihame  and  horror,  events 
ending  to  break  the  fpirit  of  any  large  part  of 
he  Britilh  nation  ;  to  bow  them  in  abjedt,  un- 
conditional fubmiffion  to  any  power ;  annihi* 
ate  their  liberties,  and  fubdue  them  to  fervile 
Q  Q  9;  principles 
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CHAP,  principles  and  paflive  habits^  by  the  mere  force 
^2^^    of  foreign  mercenary  arms  ;   becaufe,  amidfithc 
17^    excefles  and  abufes  M-hich  have  happened,  ve 
mud  rcfpe6l  the  fpirit  and  principles  openttingin 
thefe  commotions.  Our  wiflj  is  to  regulate,  n* 
todeftroy  them;  for,  though   diffennginfomc 
circumftances,  thofe  very  principles  evidently 
bear  fo  cxaft  an  analogy  witn  thofe  which  fup- 
port  the  mod  valuable  part  of  our  own  confii* 
tution,  that  it  is  impoflible,  with  any  appearance 
of  juftice,  to  think  of  Avholly  extirpating  ihau 
by  the  fword,  in  any  part  of  his  majeftys  do- 
minions, and  efiabliUiing   precedents  the  maft 
dangeious  to  the  hberlies  of  this  kingdom." 

This  intemperate  amendment  was  fupported 

by  arguments  equally  violent  and  unfair.   Tic 

value  of  the  conqucfts  made    by  the  Britiih 

arms  was  ftudioully  depreciated.     The  vidorr 

atLonglfland  was  not  a  matter  of  triumph;  the 

illand  itfclf  was  a  mere  outpoft  to   New  York, 

as  New  York  was  an  outpoil  to  America,  and  it 

would  have  been  the  extreme  of  folly  and  rafli- 

ncls  in  the  provincials  to  attempt  m^aintainiog 

it     The  ufe  of  the  word  treafon,  in  the  kings 

ijpecch,  allbrded  much  ground  for  reprehenfion, 

torftrenuous  vindication  of  the  Americans,  and 

prognofiics  of    final    failure.      '*•  Alas !    Sir,'' 

\ViIkcs  exclaimed,  "  what  we  call  treafon  and 

"  rebellion,  and  they  juft  refiftaiice  and  a  gio- 

"  rious  revolution,  has  taken  root,  a  very  dew 

"  root  indeed,  and  has  fpread  over  almoftall 

"  America.    The  loyal  colonies  are  three,  the 

"  free  provinces  thirteen."     The  declaratiofl, 

he  obferved,  of  independence,  was  not  intirely 

unexceptionable,    but    the    Americans    veit 

/"  .    driven  to  it  by  rigorous  perfecution.     We  had 

hired  foreign  troops  to  fight  againft  thera,  and 

they  had  no   refource  but    tlirowing  off  the 

yoke, 
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^oke,     and  invitiTisr  for?:gn    aid.      Mihlftcrs  chaf. 
rtight  fafely  predift  tl  \  the  Araeritans  would    Z^^-^ 
leclare  themlelves  i^iependent,    when   they   ^J*^ 
cnew  that  the  unjull  and  fanguine  ineafures 
Aiey    intended  to  purfiie  rauft  occafion   the 
5vent.      The  Jefaits   rifqued   nothing  when, 
iti     1610,    they  prophefied  the  death  of  the 
beft  prince  that  ever  reigned  in  Europe,  within 
that  year;  they  verified  it.  by  employing  Ra- 
villac  to  aflTaflinate  their  fovereign.    The  colo- 
nifts  followed  the  example  of  England  againft 
James  II.   When  he  quitted  the  kingdom,  they 
declared  the  throne  abdicated,  and  chofe  an- 
other king.     When  the  late  fevere  laws  were 
palled  againft  the  Americans,  they  were  thrown 
into  anarchy ;  they  declared  we  had  abdicated 
the   government,  and  therefore  they  were  at 
liberty  to  chufe  a  government  for  themfelves. 
The  fpeech  mentions  adifcovery  of  the  original 
defigns  of  the  leaders  of  the  Americans'.     lA 
God's  name,  who  made  the  leaders  ?  How  came 
they  to  be  fo  ?  If  you  force  men  together  by 
opprcflion,  they  will  form  into  bodies  and  chufe 
Itaders.  Mr.  Hancock  was  originally  amerchant 
d£  credit  and  opulence :  fuch  men  are  not  very 
prone  to  a  change  of  goveniment.     A  few  old 
women  have  faid,  that  the  civil  war  of  laft  oen- 
tuiy^  was  contrived  by  Cromwell ;  the  firft  6p- 
pofition  to  Charles  I.  was  begun  in  order  to  ad- 
vance him  to. the  proteftorfliip.   A  fimilar  faga- 
city  and  penetration  has  now  liappily  difcover- 
ed  the  original  views  of  thofe  who  are  leaders 
of  the  Americans.    We  have  been  two  years 
engaged  in  a  favage  and  piratical,  as  well  as 
unjuftwar;  every  demand  of  government  has. 
been  complied  with,  and  not  a  fingle  province 
has  been  liitherto  recovered  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  evil- grows  more  defperate;  laft  year  only 
•  '    *  tt.c  3  twelve 
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CHAP,  twelve  colonies  petitioned  the  throne;  &m 
Jg*^  year,  by  the  acceflion  of  Georgia,  we  haveiieai 
^77ji  a  federal  unioti  of  thirteen  free  and  povnjittl 
provinces  afierting  their  independency  as  bigh 
and  mighty  flates,  and  fetting  our  power  at  ie* 
fiance.  This  was  done  innnediately  after  iht 
iafe  landing  of  your  whole  force,  with  circus 
ftances  of  fpirit  and  courage,  to  %vhich  pofterity 
will  do  juftice.  The  line  of  condu6i  reconnnended 
by  the  amendment,  was  confidered  as  not  h&^ 
ciently  extenfi ve  to fave  the  empire.  To  prefene, 
even  for  a  fliort  period,  Canada,  or  the  Weft 
India  Iflands,  or  to  recover  any  part  of  the  in:- 
menfe  territory  lately  loft,  the  fleets  and  armies 
muft  be  recalled,  all  the  afts  pafled  fin  ce  1 7C3  be 
re{)ealed,  and  the  charters  reftored.  "We  might 
tlicn,  if  they  could  forgive  and  tnift  us,  treat 
>ith  the  Americans  ou  fair  and  equal  teroii, 
w  ithout  the  idea  of  compulsion,  and  a  founda* 
tion  might  be  laid  for  reftoring  peace,  internal 
tranquillity,  jmd  upity  to  this  convylfed  acd 
difmembered  epipire.  If  conqueft  or  abaudoiiT 
anentwere  the  only  alternatives  left,  America 
should  be  abandoned.  The  benefits  hitherto 
icfulting  fropi  the  poflefliop  of  .^Unerica  ha4 
been,  extent  of  trade,  increafe  of  coTn^nercial  a<ir 
vantages,  apd  a  numerous  people  growing  up  in 
.the  liime  principles  and  lentipients  w  ith  our» 
fdvcs,  ^11  thefe  muft  be  Ipft  if  Aniericawas 
conquered ;  poflicffion  mwft  be  fecured  by  a 
large  ftanding  anny  ;  whicji  anny  muft  be  cut 
oh  from  the  iptcrcourfe  of  focial  hberty  in  Great 
Britain,  and  acc\ifto|ncd,  in  every  inftanc^,  to 
bow  down  and  bix^ak  the  fpivits,  trample  on  the 
rights,  and  live  on  fpoils  cruelly  wvung  from  tbc 
fweat  and  labour  of  their  fellow  fubjecls  ;  fucli 
an  army,  io  employed  and  lb  paid  lor  fupportt 
IPg  lUth  priucij)lcs,  would  be  a  proper  wftiuy 

roeut 
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tiient  to  effe6l  puri^ofes  of  a  greater,  or,  atleaft;   char 
more  favourite  importance  •"  points  more  im*    ^^ 
mediately    hoftile    to    the    liberties    of  the     177^. 
country. 

The  interpofition  of  the  Bourbon  family  \ra» 
pronounced  inevitable,  no  lefs  fpeedy  than  ccr-*. 
tain  ;  colonel  Barr6  peremptorily  allerted,  that 
it  war  of  the  mott  ferious  kind  was  impending,  a 
war  from  the  united  powers  of    France  and 
Spain.     Wilkes  ridiculed  the  reliance  on  the 
pacific   declarations  of  our   natural  enemies. 
Has  fate  ordained,  he  faid,  that  we  (hall  neither 
poflefs  capacity  to  profit  by  the  example  of 
others,  nor  even  by  our  own  experience  ?  la 
the  very  firft  year  of  the  prefent  reign,  in  Sep- 
tember 1761,  theGazette  told  us,  "  the  cafholic 
king  hxid,    at  no  time,    been  more  intent  on 
cultivating  a  good   correfpondence  with  Eng* 
lund,  than  in  the  prefent  conjunfture;"  a  de- 
claration  received   ferioufly  here,  held  out  as 
part  of  the  court  creed,  and  lauohed  at  by  all 
the  reft  of  Europe.     In  the  be^mning  of  the 
following  January,  without  the  occurrence  of 
newfadls  of  any  moment,  war  was  declared  by 
England  againft    Spain.      Will  the  plaufible, 
fmooth-tongued  French,  like  wife  be  able  to  lull 
us  into  a  fatal  fecurity  «^gainft  the  evidence  of 
all  hiftory  ?  Fox  denied  the  principle,  that  it 
was  repugnant  to  the  interefts  of  France  and 
Spain  to  permit  the  independence  of  America  ; 
fuch    an  aflfertion    was   contrary  to  common 
fcnfe.     Is  not  the.  di vifion  of  the  enemy's  power 
advantageous  ?  Is  not  a  free  country,  engaged 
in  trade,    lefs  formidable  than  the  ambition  of 
an  old  corrupted  government,  their  only  for- 
midable rival  in  Europe  ? 

Is  the  courfeoftlic  debate,  feveral  animad- 
verfions  were  made  on  ^  large  creation  of  peers 

G  G  4  during 
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CHAP^  durin^;  th€  reoeAs  and  on  the  ifiuin^  of  pR&« 
^j^^^   warrants  to  man  tht  uavy,  which  liad  occa- 

1776.     Coned  forae  difcuilions  between  the  adminhy 
and  the  city.   The  king's,  or,  as  it  was  for  form  9 
&ke  termed,  the  mioifter's  fpeech,  was  repro- 
bated as  an  intire  ^compound  of  hypocrify,  ul 
infamous,  groundlefs  hbel,  fabricated  by  a  ty- 
rannical faction,  againfl  fome  of  the  moft  vain- 
iable   members  of  the  Britilh  community.    An 
infidious,  hypocritical  fpeech,  that  held  out 
law  and  liberty  at  the  ponit  of  the  fword,  and, 
ijke  a  deceptious  mirror,  reflected  a  ialfe  image 
of  tjaith. 

Government  was  defended  by  lori 
North  and  lord  George  Germaine,  but  they  did 
not  traverle  the  cxtenfive  field,  to  which  they 
were  challenged  by  the  declamations  of  c^po- 
fi  tion.  The  minifter  denied  the  charge  of  with- 
holding  information ;  he  had  always  commu- 
nicated as  much  as  he  could  confiftently  with 
fafety.  Lord  George  Geiinaine  faid,  that  even 
the  American  ftatements  of  the  propofitions 
made  by  general  Howe,  proved  lliat  he  i!i*a* 
eager  for  the  means  of  peace  and  conciliation; 
but  Wafliington  was  adverfe.  Tlie  forcible 
and  fatisfa^tory  affurances   of  the   court   of 

^  Trivuce,  afforded  no  reafon  to  doubt  their  pa- 

cific intentions ;  fhould  it  neverthclefs  prove 
otheru  ife  (and  the  minifter,  not  pretending  to 
be  a  prophet,  would  not  anfwer  for  the  events 
of  tiie  next  (ix  months)  Great  Britain  was 
prepared  to  cope  with  any  enemy.  The  no- 
tion, that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  ihould  engage 
in  Mar  to  affift  America,  was  treated  witli  great 
difdain;  "  Would  thofe  countries,"  lord  George 
Ciermaine  afked,  **  blind  to  their  own  intereits, 
*'  with  the  fpirit  of  independence  to  crofs  the 
'*  Atlantic  ?  Could  they  be  exempt  from  ft-ar 
6  ^  **  that 
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••  that  their  own  colonifts  would  catch  fire, 'at  chap. 
**  the  unlimited  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  pre-   ^jj^!^ 
*^  fer  that  language  to  flavery  and  digging     177^* 
^  gold?    And   would  not  great  danger  arife 
^^  from  the  vicinity  of  powerful  independent 
**  ilates,  freed  from  European  controul  ? " 

Lord  North  repelled  the  charge  of  hypo* 
crify,  fo  freely  advanced  againft  timt  part  of 
tlie  fpeech,  which  ftated  the  king's  defire  to 
reftore  to  the  Americans  law  and  liberty.  In- 
ftead  of  being  abfurd  or  hypocritical,  it  was. 
lupported  by  faft  and  found  logic ;  law  and 
liberty  were  fled  from  America,  but  the  debate 
of  the  day  had  fully  proved,  they  had  not 
quitted  tliis  country.  Thofe  who  nad  thrown 
fo  many  reflections  on  adminiflration,  would 
have  found  a  grievous  difference,  had  they 
dared  to  make  lb  free  witlf  the  congrefs.  It 
bad  always  been  the  wilh  of  adniiniltration,  to* 
bring  matters  to  an  early.  ifTue,  and  avoid 
bloodfhed ;  to  ufe  fuccefs  and  viftory  with* 
prudence  and  moderation,  rather  as  means  of 
cementing  lafting  unity  and  amity,  tlian  as 
objecls  of  triumph,  inllruments  for  forging 
tile  chains  of  flavery,  or  ex;cufes  for  tyranny 
and  oppreflion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.*  Rejeaea. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  earl  of  Cai-Kfle  in  Ac 
fnoved  the  addrefs;  and  ah  amendment,  exaftly  \^^l^^ 
fimilar  to  that  of  lord  John  Cavendifli,  was 
propofcd  by  the  marquis  of  Rockingl^am. 
The  debate  was  no  lefs  violent  than  in  the  lower 
houfe,  but  not  diftinguiflied  by  much  novelty 
of  argument  or  affertion*  The  friends  of  ad- 
miniftration  obfervecl,  that  the  daring  and  open 
hoitilities  which  preceded  the  declaration  of 

•  »4a  to  87, 

indc- 
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CHAP»  independency,  would  never  have  happened  rf* 
v^i^    a  diiobedient  traitcrous  fpirit  liad  not  beenfo- 
'7>^*     mented,  nouriihed,  and  ftrengthened  by  a  patty 
in  Great  Britain,  mHo,  defer lin^  its  intmftii 
ibanicfully  facrificed  them  to  perfonal  vms 
of  fadion  and  ambkion.     The  ground  takenm 
the  amendment,  became  danprerous  in  proper-* 
tioo  to  ito  plaufihility  ;    for  it  was,    indeed, 
hardly  conceivable,  tl)at  tlie  people  of  Ame- 
rica, vho  owed  fo  many  obligations  to  ihc 
parent  ftate,  >vho  were  at  once  bound  to  it  by 
every  tie  of  gratitude  and  intereft,  and  every 
bond  of  union  which  nature  and  atTeftion  could 
render  facred,  would  break  and  cancel  tliem  all 
without  real  provocation :  but  the  event  had 
proved  the  contiary ;    and  as  oppofition  was 
formerly  founded  on  the  idea,  that  America 
never    did    aim    at   independency  ;     as     the 
queflion  liad  totally  altered  its  nature,  the  una- 
nimity ought  to  l>e  as  complete,  as  it  m-ouU 
be  decifive  in  reftoring  peace  to  a  dlftrafted 
and  divided  empiiv.     Great  Britain,  deprived 
of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  acquired  from  tlie 
colonies,  would  lofe   her  importance    in    the 
fyftem  of  Europe,  and,  in  the  end,  become  a 
piovince  of  the  firft  ambitious  power  m  ho  might 
think  proper  to  attack  her.     Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  inferior  in  population,  and  divided  by 
feas,  could  not  withftand  the  formidable  power 
of  France,. if  divefted  of  the  fources  of  wealth 
and  ftrength  deriv  (*d  from  the  colonics,  which 
n?uft  be  thereftilt  of  tamely  permitting  America 
to  remaiu  independent 
Diff-crencM      TiiE  lords  ID  oppofitiou,  though  they  agreed 
•f  opinion    in  reprobating  the  king's  fpecch,  and  vilifying 
•PfHTfuion!  the  conduft  of  miniftry,  were  not  in  unifon  in 
other   refpcffs.      Lord    Shclburnc   called   the 
fptteh   a  piece    of  mctaphyficdl   refinement, 

fraiced 
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framed  for  deluiion  ;  tbe  defence  made  to  con-r  chap. 
tinue  the  impofition,  was  nothing  mote  than    ^^ 
a  ftring  of  fophiftns,  no  lefe  wretched  in  their     1776- 
texture,  than  infolcnt  in  their  tenor.     In  an 
analyfis,  he  ihould  prove  this  compofition  a 
mixture   of  the   moft    unqualified  abfurdity, 
♦reachery,  cruelty,  hypocrily,  and  deceit,     lie 
defcanted  on  tlie  different  paragraphs  of  the 
fpeech,    pronouncing  tlK*m  all    utterly  falfe, 
differing  only  in  this,  that  fome  of  tlie  falfe- 
hoods  were   fallacious,   fome  fpecious,    fome 
grofs  and  notorious. 

.  The  duke  of  Richmond  declared  himfelf 
morally  certain,  that  all  attempts  to  recover 
America  would  be  vain  ;  the  moment  was  paft : 
llie  w^as  irretrievably  loft;  and  it  would  be 
much  better  to  have  the  i>eople  friends  than 
eneipies,  even  at  the  price  of  acknowledg- 
ing their  independence.  Lord  Sandwich  con-* 
fidered  fuch  do61rine  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour, difgraceful  to  the  charatter,  and  de- 
ftru6tlve  to  the  intcrcfts  of  England.  He 
would  hazard  every  drop  of  blood,  and  the 
laft  Ihilling  of  the  national  treafure,  rather 
than  Britain  iliould  be  fet  at  defiance,  bullied, 
and  dittated  to  by  her  ungrateful  and  undu- 
tiful  children,  her  difobedicnt  and  rebellious 
fubjefts ;  and  lord  Shelburne  faid,  he  never 
meant  this  country  ihould  rclinquiih  its  right 
of  commercial  controul  over  America;  on 
the  contrary,  the  power  of  regulating  the 
colonial  trade,  wa^  the  very  eHence  of  the 
political  connexion  between  the  countries; 
eveu  were  this  regulatory  po\ver,  in  its  moft 
full  and  extenfive  fenfe,  acknowledged  by 
the  colonics!,  fomething  more  was  to  be  ex- 
pefted ;  for  the  national  debt  was  truly  ancl 
fnuitably  the  debt  pf  every  individual  in  tlie 

whgle 
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CHAP,  whole  empire,  whether  in  Afia,  America,  or 
^j^^  nearer  home. 

1776.  AFTEHalong difcuflioB  TefpcftiDg  thr  pacific 
intentions  of  France  and  Spain,  and  tfc^  ftate 
0f  the  navy,  the  amendment  wa.s  negatived,* 
hut  entered  on  the  journals  as  a  protefi,  zsA 
figned  by  fourteen  peers.  * 

itiiNoT.  Lord  John  Cavkndish  aejain  folicrtedthe 
S^^^wi"-  ^^^^'^t'O"  ^f  t^^  houfc,  by  producing  a  copy 
inationai*"  of  the  declaration  publirtiedVy  lord  Howe  and 
New  York.  hJ^  brother,  on  taking  poffeflion  of  New  York^ 
which  had  been  recently  publifhed  in  the  news- 
papers. The  authenticity  of  the  proclamatiun 
being  avoMcd  by  tlie  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, and  fecretary  of  ftate  for  America,  lord 
John  Cavendifh,  though  aftonilhed  at  the  con- 
tents, and  the  extraordinary  planner  in  which 
they  were  imparted  to  the  public,  congratu- 
hited  the  houfe  on  the  gleam  of  peace  and 
conciliation.  Parliament  had  been  treated 
with  the  moft  mortifying  contempt ;  comroif- 
fioners  were  fent  out  with  [Mowers-  only  to  grant 
pardons,  and  receive  fubniiflions;  yet,  won- 
derful to  relate,  parliament  is  informed,  through 
the  channel  of  a  news-paper,  that  thofe  com- 
miffioners  are  authorized  to  anfwer  directly  for 
the  fovcreign,  and  obliquely  for  the  concur- 
rence of  that  of  the  two  other  brairches  of  the 
le;:;iflature,  in  rcvifing  all  acls,  by  which  the 
Americans  arc  aggrieved.  Parliament  were 
reduced  to  cyphers  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  bufiuefs;  they  we're  calletl  on,  by  way  of 
rcquifition,  to  fan^ion  afls  which  would  render 
thorn  abhorred  by  their  fellow  fuhje<^s  in  every 
][):irt  of  the  empire  ;  but  when  an  uppearante 
9f  lenity  U  flicwiji»  nil  the  merit  was-  altrlhulcd 
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to  the  king  and  his  minifters.     Yet  if  tbe  pro'-   chaf, 
poials  were  fincere,    he  would  not  found  ob-    J^^^ 
jeQions  on  mere  punftilios ;  to  give  the  nego*-^    »77^. 
tiation  more  weight  and  efficacy,  parliament^ 
ought>  as  the  firft  proof  of  a  pacific  difpofition, 
to  co-operate  in  fo  dcfirable  a  work.  He  intended 
therefore  to  move,  that  "the  houfe  fhould  refolve 
** .  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  confider  of  the 
"  revifal  of  all  a6ts  of  parliament,  by  which  his 
•*  majefty's  fubje6ts  in  America  thought  them- 
**  felves  aggrieved."     This  motion,  if  acceded 
to,  would  renK)ve  the  ftrong  impreffion  exifting 
in  the  minds  of  the  Americans,    that,  under    ' 
every  minilterial  promife,  lurked  treachery, ^de- 
ceit, impofition,    or  an  infidious  intention  to 
divide,  in  order  tlie  more  eafily  to  break  their 
ilrengtli,  and  fubdue  them. 

Burke,  who  fecondcd  the  propofition,  fpoke 
With  enthufiafni  of  the  exalted  heroifmofzn 
old  M'^oman,  found  in  a  cellar  at  New  York, 
i>efmearcd  and  fmutted  alt  over,  marked  with 
rage,  dcfpair,  and  rcfolution  ;  who  had  buried 
herfelf  in  combuftibles  to  fire  the  city,  and 
perifli  in  its  aflies.  He  called  the  conflagra- 
tion, created  by  American  incendiaries,  an  in- 
terpofitiou  of  Providence,  to  arr eft  the  progrefs 
of  Britilh  arms  in  the  moment  of  fuccefs. 

Although  two  Gazettes  had  been  publifh- 
cd,  it  was  faid,  the  minifters  had  not  in  either 
allotted  a  place  to  the  moft  important  paper 
which  had  appeared  during  the  conteft.  Par- 
liament was  trifled  with  by  the  concealment  of 
fuch  a  difpatch,  and  the  king  \vi\s  either  made 
to  guide  their  proceedings,  or  give  infincece 
promtfes.  The  proclamation  was,  in  fa6l,  a  mer« 
mockery :  the  departure  of  the  commiflioners 
having  been  purpofely  delayed  till  tlic  declara- 
tion •!  indepeadence  frultrated  their  pacific  pro- 

pofals. 
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CHAP,  polals*  The  only  terms  really  intended  vcrf, 
J^^-  "  Lay  clown  your  arms,  and  then  we  will  do 
i77«.  "  juft  as  we  pleafe  :"  the  moft  cruel  conqoeror, 
Burke  obferved,  could  not  fay  lefs;  and  if  a 
conqueft  had  been  gained  over  the  devil  him- 
fclf  in  hell,  a  fmaller  portion  of  liberality  couW 
Dot  have  been  fliewn. 

TiiKminiftry,  declining  to  inveftigate  criti- 
cally, literally,  or  philologically,  the  paflage  in 
the  declaration  which  gcave  rife  to  the  prefent 
motion,  defended  themfclves  on  each  of  tlic 
points  urged  by  oppofition  with   confiderabfc 
addrefs.     The  proclamation  was  not,    as   had 
been  fuppofed,  received  with  the  difpatch  from 
general  Howe;  but  w<i8  left  at  Falmouth  with 
difpatches  of  inferior  importance,  and    being 
tranfmitted  to  the  metropolis  in  the  ufual  way, 
did  not  arrive  till  the  Extraordinary  Gazette 
was  already  publiflied;  nor  did  the  minifters 
confider  it  of  importance  enough  to  claim  a 
place  in  the  Gazette;  but  it  was  not  concealed, 
many  copies  having  been  affixed  to  the  walb 
of  Kew  York,  and  difperfed  through  America. 
The  kinfif.  in  promifmg  a  revifion  of  tlie  ob- 
noxious afts,  fpoke  only  as  the  head  and  mouth 
of  the  nation  and  the  legiflaturc;  but  the  de- 
claration of  independence,  rendered  the  par- 
liamentiiry  interference,  propofed  by  the  motion, 
utterly  improper.     Was  it  coniiftent  with  com- 
mon fenlc  to  aim  at  obliging  thofe,   whofc 
principal  objeft  was  to  render  thenifelves  free 
from  all  connefirion  with  Great  Britain,  as  their 
fuperiors  ?      The    queflion    of    independency 
mnft  be  fettled  as  a  preliminary  ;  if  the  Ame- 
ricans adhered  to  that,  it  would  be  vain  to 
think  of  tlifcufling  any  other.     The  right  to 
tax   co\il(l  not  be  .igitated  as  the  means  of 
reconciliation;    nor  would  the  reftitution  of 

cliarters 
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cliarters  give  fatisfaftiou  to  the  American  in*  chap. 
fiira^cnts.     They  openly  declared  thenifclves  as   J^^^, 
unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  terms  of  their  char-      i??^* 
ters,   as  to  the  Bolton  afts  :  while  the  fpirit  of 
independency  remained  unfubdued,  refoiutions 
or  revifions  would  not  be  •  efficient  means  of 
conciliation.     To  treat,    while  they  avowed 
their  fovereignty  and  independency,  or  form 
legillative  regulations  for  thofe  who,  both  as 
fubjctts  and  independent  ftates,  had  ever  dif- 
puted  the  power  and  authority  of  parliamentary 
legiflation,  was  impoHible.     Let  them  acknow- 
ledge the   right,  point  out  the  conftitutional 
abulVofit,  and  the  grievances  flowing  from 
that  abufe,  no  objcAion  fliould  be  made  to  the 
propofed    committee,    or  to  the  adoption  of 
efficacious  and  fpeedy  meafures,  not  only  for 
remedy  of  real  gfievances,  but  even,  in  fome 
inftances,  for  accommodating  their  prejudices. 
The  Americans,  it  was  oblerved,  had  no  reafon 
to  wiili  for  a  continuance  of  their  pfefent  go- 
Tcrnmcnt     The  congrefs  tyrannized  over  the 
people;    their  power  and  pradice  of  puniih- 
nient  by  hnprifonmcnt  were  utterly  incompati- 
ble with  every  idea  of  freedom.     The  liberty 
of  tlie  prefs  was  annihilated  ;  a  printer,   who 
dared  topublilh  a  fentiment  or  faCt  contrary  to' 
their  fyltcm  and  intcrcfts,  would  be  inftautly 
ruined ;  nor  was  the  freedom  of  private  letters, 
or  private  converfation,  tolerated.     The  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  royal  army  might,  it  was  rationally  , 
hoped,    dilfolvc    this   horrible    tyranny,    and 
enable  the  opprelFed  Americans  fafcly  to  avow 
their  real  opinions,   and,   without  danger,  re-* 
turn  to  their  duty. 

The  motion  was  complained  of  as  a  furprize, 
a  fuddcn  and  unexpected  mmioeuvre,  no  buli- 

nefs 
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CHAF.  acTs  of  confequencc  being  expcfled  before  the 

^^    recefs ;  and  it  was  rejefted.  * 
*77*'         From  this  time  many  members  of  oppofi- 

FMai(c.  tion,  particularly  the  Rockingham  party,  ^Tth- 

flpn^tko  ^^^^  from  the  hoiife  of  commons  whene\er 
any  queftion  relative  to  America  was  to  be  dif- 
cuiTed :  to  make  their  conduft  more  confpi- 
cuous,  they  generally  attended  the  private  bufi- 
nefs,  and  then,  in  a  formal  manner  bowing  to 
the  chair,  retired.  Such  feceffions  were  not 
new;  nor  have  they  ever  been  known  to  pro- 
duce any  good  effeft;  the  aft  of  retaining  a 
feat  in  the  fenate,  and  yet  oftentatioully  refuf- 
ing  to  fulfil  any  of  its  duties,  is  in  itfelf  of  a 
nature  to  demand  vindication  or  apology  ;  the 
objeftions  are  broad  and  eafy  of  compreheii- 
fion,  the  juftification,  if  valid  as  to  political 
circuniftances,  is  fabjeft  to  many  cavils,  arillng 
from  the  perlbnal  motives  which  may  be  im- 
puted to  individuals.  In  the  prefent  caie,  the 
meafure  wanted  the  refpeftability  which  re- 
fults'  from  unanimity  ;  and  the  reafons  ad- 
vanced in  its  defence  were  not  fufficient.— 
^*  All  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  govem- 
'*  ment,"  it  was' laid,  "  particularly  with  refped 
^  to  American  affairs,  was  not  only  vain  and 
^*  fruitlefs,  but  from  the  overbearing  force 
"  which  fupported  the  niinifters  in  everj^  quef- 
"  tion,  it  became  worfe ;  it  became  frivoloua 
.  "  and  contemptible.  It  was  too  degrading,  to 
**  be  the  continual  inftruments  of  oppofing  the 
**  ineftedive  weapons  of  reafon  and  argument, 
"  to  the  deaf  infolence  of  an  ifrefiftible  power, 
*^  which  had  long  determined  on  its  condiifl^, 
"  without  the  fmalleft  regard  to  either.     It  was 

"  impoiSble 
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**  impoffible  to  fave  a  people  againft  their  will;  CHAp^ 
**  and  the  minority  had  for  a  fucceffion .  of  J22^j 
**  years,  repeatedly  apprized  and  waraed  the  *77«« 
'^^  nation  ot  the  dan^erv  attending,  the  ruinous 
•*  meafures  then  pumied^  and  of  the  fatal  pre- 
**  cipice  that  muft  terminate  that  mad  career, 
*^  in  M'hich  they  were  blindly  and  defperately 
**  driven.  The  people,  deluded  by  Vaiious  arts, 
**  and  inflaenced  by  paffion  and  prejudice,  cof- 
**  dially  acquiefced  m  the  opinions  of  admi- 
*^  niftration,  and  it  was  not  confident  for 
*'  thofe  who  regarded  their  honefl  fame  beyond 
*'  all  other  confiderations,  e:j:cepting  their  prin* 
^*  ciples  and  honour,  to  incur  the  odium  of 
**  their  fellow  citizens,  by  ineffeflual  efforts 
•'  to  ferve  them.  They  would  therefore,  pi-e-* 
•*  ferving  their  principles  ftill  unihaken,  re- 
'*  ferve  their  adivity  for  rational  endeavours,* 
**  when  the  prefent  delirium  might  be  fo  far 
**  allayed,  either  with  the  people  or  with  the 
**  minifters,  as  to  afford  room  for  its  operating 
"  with  advantage."  *  Thefe  pretences,  how- 
ever loftily  founded,  befpeak  only  the  ragfl 
and  mortification  of  a  party  difappointed  in  a 
conteft  for  power;  if  the  mcafures  purfued  by 
adminifhration  were  fuccefsful  and  popular, 
oppofition  was  needlefs,  but  a  formal  feceffion, 
marked  neither  wifdom  nor  magnanimity. 
Removed  from  the  fenate,  the  proper  fphere  of 
a6tion,  and  true  fource  of  honourable  diftinc-* 
tion,  the  moft  eloquent  and  difceming  lofe 
their  pre-eminence,  and  become  confounded 
•with  the  ignorant;  the  public  rarely  feel  the  . 
want  of  individuals  fo  much,  as  to  demand  re* 
lu6);ant  exertions ;  and  no  great  body  can  be 
cxpc6ted  to  bend  to  a  mode  of  condu^  which 

'  Annual  Regifter  fqr  27779  p«  49»  S0«    See  alfo  Buik«*s  Letttt 
to  the  Sheriffs  of  Sciftol. 
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CHAF.  feems  the  ofTspring  of  fuilenneisy  caprice  or 
•viS^    vanity.    In  the  prefent  iuftance,  the  feccdcrs 
177^.     were  extremdy  uufortunate  :  could  they  lave 
forefeen  the  revcrfes  attending  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign,  they  would  not  probably   have  ab- 
fimted  themfelves  fo  early  in  the  feffion  ;  they 
regarded  only  the  prefent  afped  of  afiain ;  haid 
few  adherents  in  England,  and,  from  thecourfe 
of  the  war,   defpaired  of  long   retaining  an 
ofleniible  party  in  America. 
Reccfft.  The  relolutions  on  the  navy  and  army  efu* 

mates  were  voted  without  much  oppoiitioD, 
13th  Dec.  and  on  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  fall 
both  houfes  adjourned  for  the  Chriftmas  recefi 
Attempt  to      While  the  attention  of  parliament  was  en» 
wy^i  ar-    g*g?^  ^  difcuffing  the  conduct  of  incendiaries 
fciwU.       in  America,  the  profperi  ty  of  Ijicjland  was  immi- 
QCiitly  endangered  by  an  individual  of  that 
detefiable  defcriptiou,  inftigated  by  American 
emiffaries.  A  gloomy,  unfocial,  erratic  adven- 
turer, whofe  real  name  was  James  Aitken,  but 
his  common  appellative  John  the  Painter;  after  a 
long  rcfidence  in  America,  went  to  Paris,  and,  it 
ha£  been  iaid,  being  introduced  to  Silas  Dean, 
a  miniiler  from  congrefs  to  the  French  court, 
received  encouragement  from  liim  to  under* 
take  the  deftru6rion,  by  fire,  of  the  dock-yards 
throughout  England. .   This  man  had  been  long 
habituated  to  crime;  but  his  want  of  focialitr, 
prevented  him  from  be'mg  traced  or  betraj-ed, 
and  thus  fecured  him  from  puniihmcnt.     Nei- 
ther fufpicion  nor  ordinary  vigilance  prevented 
tlie  foil  execution  of  his  plan,  but  Iris    igno- 
rance in  the  preparation  of  conibuftibles,  Jonif 
of  which,  after   being   fafely  depofited    and 
7th  Dec,    lighted,*  foiled  in  their  eifeft. '  Tlie  rope-houfe 
at  P  -^tfmouth  was,  however,  deftroyed,  and 
7  go\crn- 
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g^o vemtnent t>emg  at  once  alarmed  and  aftoiiiJli*  chap. 
ed,  puTfued  fuch  meafures  that  he  was  appre-  yJ^JI^ 
hended,  convided,  and  hung  in  chains.     His     »w^- 
confeflion  proved  his  beirtg  employed  by  Silas  '^^^^^^ 
jDean,  and  expofed  the  prevailing  tiegllgfehce, 
t^elative    to   tiiofe    important   arlenals,    upott 
ivhich  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Britifh  empircT 
depends.* 

The   firft  bulinefi   which  occaiioned   atiy  6tHFel*. 
debate  of  importance,  was  a  bill  brought  in  by  ^fpe^^iog 
the  minifter  for  enabling  the  king  "  to  detain  thehabca» 
•*  and  fecure  perfons  charged  with,  or  fu(pe<5led  ^'I^'*?* 
**  of  high  treafon,  comrpitted  in  North  Anie- 
^*  rica,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime  of 
"  piracy."    BythisUw,  magiftfates  wete-etn- 
powered  to  commit  fuch  perfons  to  any  place 
appointed  by  the  king,  under  his  fign  manual, 
and  they  were  to  be  detaiiled,  without  bail  of 
tnain]}rize,  and  not  brought  to  trial  or  admitted' 
to  bail,  without  an  order  from  the  privy  coun- 
cil.    The  progrefs  of  this  bill  was  contefted 
with  a  warmth  and  pertinacity  proportioned  to 
the  magnitude  of  its  objeds,  and  the  impor-* 
tance  of  the  habeas  corpus,  that  ineftimable 
privilege,  which  it  was  intended  to  fufpend^ 
Lord  North,  on  the  motion  for  introtdncing  it, 
obferved,  that  during  the  war  many  prifonerd 
had  been  made,  who  were  in  a£lual  commilfioft  of 
high  treafon  ;  and  many  might  be  tak^  in  thd  - 
lame  predicament,  but  perhaps,  for  wantof  evi-» 
dcnce;  could  not  be  legally  confined.     It  had 
been  cuftomary,  on  fimilaroccafions  of  rebellion^ 
or  danger  of  invafion,  to  enable  the  king  to 

«  Se«  Annual  Regifter  177 ft  |KH)«  A^d  the  trial  at  lai^  of 
Jamet  Anken,  taken  in  (hort>hand  by  Jofcph  Gurney.  A  bill  wav 
in  tht  couiie  of  the  ftflion,  brought  into  partiaiaent  for  proteflion 
•f  private  dgck-yanli  from  (imilar  atlainpia  t  it  pccafioned  a  long 
debate  on  the  aature  of  crime  an4  puni/hmcfit  (13th  May)  but  wa» 
dropped* 
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CHAP,  {eize  ihfpjcious  individuals;  but  miniAen  at 
^^^;^  prefent  did  not  demand  a  confidence  fo  e&ten- 
1777.     five ;  there  was  no  domeftic  rebellion ;  nor  anf 
profpe^  of  invafion ;  but  as  the  law  ftood  it 
was  not  poffible,  officially,  to  apprehend  tls 
moft  fufpeded  perfon  ;    prifoners  made  fmm 
the  rebels,  and  in  the  a^  of  piracj^  on  the  faigk 
feas,  could  only  be  legally  confined  in  the  com- 
mon gaols,  a  mode  which  their  numbers  would 
render  impra^icable.    It   M'as    neceflary  d» 
crown  fiiould  have  a  power  of  confining  them 
like  other  prifoners  of  war* 
tothFeb.        On  the  fecond  reading,  Dunning   endea* 
voured   to  cxite    diftruft  of  the  bill,    by  in- 
finuating,  that  crown  lawyers  might  extaid 
its  operations  to  perfons  who  never  faw  Ame- 
rica, nor  perhaps  the  high  feas.     The  power, 
endeavoured   to  be  vefted  in  the  crown,  was 
didatorial,  or  firikingly  fimilar  to  that  exercifed 
by  the  Roman  didators.     No  man  could  be 
exempt  from  punifbment  becaufc  innocence 
>^oul(l  no  longer  aflFord  proteftion.     The  biB 
w^ould  generate  innumerable  fpies,   informers, 
and  falfe  accufers;     and  furnifii    the  means 
of  gratification,  emolument,  and  fafety,  to  iht 
mon  profligate  of  the  fpecies ;  while  it  would 
let  loofe,  wi^h  impunity,  the  Wackeft  and  moft 
horrid  vices  which  difgraced  the  human  mind. 
Juftice  would  be  bound  as  well  as  blind  ;  and 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  evciy  revengefiil 
minifter,  or  mercenary  villain,  to  fatiate  bis  re- 
venge, or  replenilh  his  purfe,  at  the  expencc 
of  the  bed  and  moft  virtuous  of  men. 

"  Who  knows,"  faidFox,  "  but  the  miniftei^ 
"  in  the  fulnefs  of  their  malice,  may  take 
"  into  their  heads  that  I  have  ferved  on  Long 
"  llland  under  general  Wafliington  r  What 
"  would  rt  avail  me,  in  fuch  an   even^  to 

"  plead 
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plead   an  alibi;    to  aflure  my   old  friends,   chap. 

tliat   I  was,  during  the  whole  of  the  cam-    ^^ 

paign,  in  England;  that  1  was  never  in  Arae-     «777. 

rica,    or  on    any   ether    fea   but    between 

I>over  and  Calais ;  and  that  all  my  afts  of 

piracy  were  committed  on  the  mute  crea* 

tion  ?  All  this  nlay  be  very  tru^,  fays  amini- 

fter,   OP  a  minifter's  underftrapper,  you  arc 

for   the  prefent  fufpcfted,  that  is  fufficient 

I  know  you  are  fond  of  Scotland ;   this  is 

not  the  time  for  proofs ;  you  may  be,  and  very 

probably  are  innocent,  this  bill  cares  not 

whether  you  are  guilty  or  innocent ;  I  will 

fend  you  under  this  fign  manual,  to  ftudy 

the  Erfe  language  in  the  Ifle  of  Bute ;  and 

as  foon  as  the  operation  of  the  bill  is  fpent, 

you  will  be  at  liberty  to  return  or  go  whi-^ 

*  ther  you  pleafe.  You  may  then  eall  on 
'  your  accuiers  to  prove  their  charges  of  trea-» 

^  fon  in  America,  on  the  high  feas,  and  of 
'  piracy  ;   but  they  will  kugh  in  your  face, 

*  and  tell  you  they  never  charged,  they  fuf- 
'  pefted  you;  and  the  aft  of  parVfement  will 

*  ferve  as  a  complete  plea  in  barj  it  will  anfwer 

*  a  double  end  ;  it  will  be  at  once  your  ijcdrefs, 

*  and  our  juftification.  Weaknefe,  crt*elty,  fuf- 
'*  picion,  and  credulity,"  he  obferved;  ^*  are 
'*  almoft  always  infeparable*  Minifiepsk  wer^ 
'*  credulous  in  the  extreme,  becaufe  fearful, 
"  and  they  were  fearful  from  a  confcrouibefs! 
**  of  their  crimes.  The  bill  included  not  only 
**  confinement,  but  the  power  of  temporary 
**  banifhment,  even  to  the  moft  remote,  un- 
^*  healthy,  and  peftiferous  climate,  within  th^. 
"  wide  circuit  of  his  majefty's  dominions.*' 

Thvrlow  infiftcd,  that  the  bill  incant  only 

to  apprehend,   commit,   and   confine,  perfons. 

^ftu^lly  charged  or  fufpcftcd  of  high  treafon 

"    "     '        H  H  3  in 
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CH  AP.  in  America,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  piracy.  It 

^^-     was  highly  abfard  and  prepofterous  to  fuppofe 

i77f«     ^^  ^*^^  framed  intentionally  to  reach  difaffeded 

perfons  within  this  realm ;  though  if  it  ifid 

operate  to  that  extent,  he  ihould  hardly  con- 

fider  it  a  fault.  ^ 

tsth  Feb,       As  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  urged  thepio 

Amended   pricty  of  corre£i;ing  the  different  claufcs  in  % 

"imttit-     committee  ;  feveral  amendments  were propofed 

tee.  in  that  ftage  of  its  progrefs.     One  was  moxd 

by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  fecretary  to  the  treafurr, 

which  rendered  the  place  and  extent  of  the 

crime  fubje£iing  perlons  to  the  operatioos  of 

the  a6t,  more  definite  and  certain. 

,^  A  PETITION  was  prefented  from  the  com* 

mou  council  of  London,  praying   that  tbelnli 

might  not  pafs,  or  at  leaft  might  be  prevented 

from  extending  to  perfons  refident  in  Great 

Britain.     A  claufe  wasjntroduced,  excluding 

all  minoradsof  piracy' from  the  conflxudioa 

ifth,        of  the  aft ;  and,  on  the  third  reading,  Dunnisg 

moved  an  additional  claufe^  which  was  received 

with  an  amendment,  and  added  as  a  riden  rc- 

(Iricting  the  onerations  of  the  aA  to  perfons 

who  were  adually  abfent  from  the  realm,  or(^ 

the  high  feas  at  the  time  of  commuting  their 

offences.    Thefe  alterations  were  not  adopted 

without  violent  debates;  the  members  of  op- 

pofition  were  afixious  to  obtain  every  quaii* 

fying    explanation   of  the  bill,  thougli  they 

ftrenuoufly  refilled  the  whole  principle ;  and  tli 

crown  lawyers  were  not  in  perfect  harmony  in 

their  opinions,  refpefting  the  conftitutionalqucf- 

t  Tb#motion  Cor  ccMUmkting  the  bill  wm  carried,  195  to  41. 

K  Such  a8  r—- '- —  — --*  — — ^ — ■^' —   — -•*•  -• — -^     £-— :a« 
^Jieni  with  ftoi 
«fpa^lla<||fQ^ 


t  Such  a8  trading  and  correfponding   wi^  piratet,    famiftfl^ 
them  with  ftoresn  ^  {everal,  othq:  tras&UonsaSB^dbjfiuuiiy*^^ 

'n&rlianitfnK 
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tion  involved  in  its  principle^  or  the  precife  char. 
value  of  the  claufes  given  up  or  amended.  ^        vj^^^ 
In  the  houfe  of  lords  no  oppofition  was     ^iii- 
made;  a  proteft,  in  four  articles,  figned  by  one  •♦^*^^*'* 
peer  (the  earl  of  Abingdon)  only,  was  entered 
on  the  journals. 

No  other  aft  of  importance  was  pafled  in  Aa  for 
tihisfeilion  relative  to  America,  excepting  one  jf^JJ^f^^* 
for  enabling  tlie  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  grant  marque, 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  againft  vefl'els  pf 
that  country :  i  t  occaftoned  no  remarkable  debate 
in  either  houfe :  an  amendment,  propofed  by  lord- 
Marchmont,  for  fubftituting  the  pnrafe,  letters 
of  permiffion  for  letters  of  marque,  was  readily  nth  Feb. 
adopted,  as  it  removed  the  appearance  of  placing 
the  Americajis  on  the  footing  of  alien  ene- 
mies. 

Towards  theclofeofthe  feflion  lord  Chat*  30th May. 
ham,  who  had  not  before  attended  in  his  place,  Chatham'* 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  advifing  his  majefty  to  motion  n- 
take  fpeedy  and  effeftual  meafures  for  putting  ^^'^g 
a  period  tq  the  unnatural  war  vith  America, 
and  terminating  fucli  hoftili^ies,  09  the  only  jull 
and  folid  fo^ndatiQn ;  ^he  remqval  of  accumu- 
lated grievance^.    The  ho.i^fe^  at  tj^?  requeit  of    • 
lord  Camden,  waa  fii^mmoned  for  \^  exprefs 
purpofe  of  deliberating  oi^  th^  mot^Qf^^ 

Lord  Chatham  p^an  by  oJi>fefv^^Wn^  on 
the  critical  emergency  of  the  times>  and  prpg-i 
nofticated  that,  unlefsan  end  were  puttatli^  W^ir, 
there  was  an  end  to  the  country.  Th^.  A^e-t 
ricans  were  called  rebels ;  be  did  not  nxean^  tq 
make  their  panegyric ;  but  there  was  a  time 
when  they  raifed  four  regiments/on  their  o\y^ 
account,  and  took  Louiibourg  from  the  veteran, 
troops  of  France :  their  excelTes  had  be^n  great;. 

^  The  quc^n  on  tht. third  itading  wascarrkd  bj  t^%  to.  s> 

H  H  4  but 
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CHAP,  but  were  extenuated  by  the  erroneous  and  in- 
J^^2b  f^^tuated  counfels  which  had  clofed  the  door  to 
.  1777.  n>ercy  and  juflice.  He  decried  the  efforts 
ufed  to  conquer  the  provincials  :  "  You  have 
"  ranfacked,"  hefaid,  "  every  comer  of  Lower 
"  Saxony ;  but  forty  thoufand  German  boors 
**  never  can  conquer  ten  times  the  number  of 
"  Britilh  freemen :  they  may  ravage ;  they  can- 
"  not  conquer.  But  what  would  you  conquer? 
**  the  map  of  America  ?  What  will  you  do  out 
"  of  the  proteftion  of  your  fleet?  In  thewin- 
**  ter,  if  together,  the  troops  are  ftarving  ;  and, 
"  if  difperled,  cut  oflf  in  detail.  I  am  expc- 
**  rienced  in  fpring  hopes  and  vernal  promifo; 
"  I  know  the  boailings  of  minifters ;  but  at  lafi 
*^  will  come  your  equinoAial  difappointment 
"  They  tell  you  that  your  army  will  be  as  ftrong 
^*  as  laft  year,  when  it  was  not  ftrong  enough ; 
"  you  have  obtained  nothing  in  America  but 
<*  fiations,  and  have  been  three  years  teaching 
"  your  opponents  the  art  of  war :  they  are  apt 
"  fcholars,  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm^  that  the 
^*  American  gentry  will  furniili  officers,  fit  to 
^*  command  the  troops  of  all  the  European 
"  powers.  You  have  emj>loyed  a  forjcc  too 
**  numerous  for  peace,  too  hmited  for  war. 

"  I  HAVE,  at  different  times,"  he  proceeded^ 
^^  made  different  proportions,  adapted  to  cir- 
<'  cumilances.  The  plan  contained  in  my 
**  fonner  bill,  is  now  impra^icable  ;  but  the 
<*.  motion  I  intend  to  propofe  may  produce  a 
^*  refpeftable  divifion  in  America'  and  unani- 
**  mity  at  home.  It  will  give  America  an  op- 
<*  tion ;  ihehas  yet  IkicI  no  option.  You  have 
^*  faid,  lay  down  your  arms,  and  fte  has  given 
*^  you  the  Spartan  anfwer,  *  come  take.'  Lord 
^'  Chatham  explained  his  plan  to  mean  a  re- 
<'  drefe  of  all  grievances,  and  ^n  acknowledge 

*'  meat 
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mentofthe  rights  of  the  Americans  to dif-  chap, 
pofe  of  their  own  money.  This  would  be  the  3cxx. 
herald  of  peace  ;  this  would  open  the  way  for  ^77. 
treaty;  this  would  fhew  parliament  fin  cerely 
-difpofed.  Yet  much  muft  be  left  to  treaty, 
"  Should  you  conquer  this  people,  you  conquer 
**  under  the  cannon  of  France;  under  a  niaflvcd 
^  battery  then  ready  to  open.  You  are  now  at 
"  the  mercy  of  every  little  German  chancery ; 
"  and  the  pretenfions  of  France  Avill  increafe 
**  daily,  fo  as  to  become  an  avowed  party  in 
"  either  peace  or  war.  We  have  tried  for  un-. 
"  conditional  fubmiffion ;  try  what  can  be  gain^ 
"  ed  by  unconditional  redrefs.  Lefs  di<jnity 
**  will  be  loft  in  the  repeal,  than  in  fubniitting 
**  to  the  demands  of  Germans.  We  are  the 
"  aggreflbrs ;  we  have  invaded  America,  as 
*•*  much  as  the  Spaniih  armada  invaded  En^- 
*'  land.  Mercy  cannot  be  injurious ;  it  will 
**  feat  the  king  where  he  ought  to  be,  throned 
"  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  ;  and  millions  at 
**  home  and  abroad,  now  employed  in  obloquy 
^*  or  revolt,  will  pray  for  him.'*  The  prefent  mo- 
inent  was  the  crifis,  he  obferved,  before  France 
was  party  to  the  treaty ;  before  the  ftte  of  the 
country  was  decided.  The  French  court  was  too 
wife  to  lofe  the  opportunity/  of  efteftually  fepa- 
rating  America  from  the  dominions  of  this  king- 
dom; and  whenever  France  or  Spain  entered  into 
any  treaty  with  America,  Great  Britain  muft 
immediately  declare  war  againft  them.  He 
would  be  among  the  firft  to  advife  it,  even  if 
we  had  but  five  Ihips  of  the  line  in  our  ports : 
and  fuch  a  treaty  muft  and  m'ouUI  fhortly  take 
place,  if  pacification  was  delayed.  War  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  was  not  lefs 
probable,  becaufe  it  had  not  yet  been  de-^ 
clared :  it  would  be  folly  iu  France  to  declare 

it 
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CHAP,  it  now,  Mhile  America  gave  full  employmenf 
XXX.  to  our  arms,  and  Mraa  pouring  into  the  lap  of 
^^  France  her  wealth  and  produce;  the  benefit 
of  which  flie  was  enjoying  in  peace.  Were 
it  prafticable,  by  a  long  continued  courfe  of 
fuccefs,  to  conquer  America,  no  benefit  coukt 
be  derived  but  frqm  the  good -*•  will  and  pure 
aifcdion  of  the  inhabitants,  which  were  not 
to  be  gained  by  force  of  arms,  but  by  conci- 
liation and  juftice. 

In  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  debate,  lord 
Chatham  gave  a  more  fpecific  det^iil  of  his 
views.  *'  I  wifli,"  hefaid,  "for  a  repeal  of  every 
"  opprcflive  aft  pafl'ed  fince  176S.  I  would 
**  put  our  brethren  in  America  precifely  ou 
"  the  fame  footing  they  ftood  at  that  period. 
"  I  would  expeft,  that  being  left  at  liberty 
*'  to  tax  ihenifelves,  and  difpofe  of  their  ovrn 
"  property,  they  would  va  return  contribute 
**  to  the  common  burthens,  according  to  their 
"  mean*  and  abilities.  I  will  move  for  a 
"  bill  of  repeal,  as  the  only  means  left  to  avert 
"  that  deftruclion  which  threatens  to  over- 
"  whelm  us.  1  fhall  no  doubt  hear  it  objefied, 
"  why  ihould  we  concede  ?  Has  America  done 
"  any  thing,  on  her  part,  to  induce  us  to  agree 
"  to  fo  large  a  ground  of  conceflton  ?  I  think 
"  you  fhould  concede,  havmg  been  the  aggref-^ 
"  Ibrs  from  the  beginning.  Itis  the  bufinefs 
•*  of  this  country  to  make  the  firft  overtures, 
"  for  I  fay  again  this  country  has  been  the 
"  aggreffor.  You  have  made  defcents  upon 
*.*  tli^'iv  coafts ;  you  have  buvnt  their  towns, 
"  plundcied  tlieir  country,  made  war  upon  the 
"  inhabitants,  confifcated  their  property,  pro- 
"  fcribed  and  imprifoned  their  pcriuns*.  I  do 
*'  therefore  affirm,  that  inftead  of  exacting  un- 
*'  conditional  fubmiflion  from  the  colonies,  we 

''  Ihould 
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/*  ihouid  grant  them   unconditional  rcilrefs;  chap, 

"  wte  have  injured,   we  have  endeavoured  to   J^.^^ 

'*  enflaveand  opprefs  them.    Upon  this  clear     im* 

"  ground,  inftcad  of  chaftifement,  they  are  en- 

**  titled  to  redrefe,  afirft  ftep  towards  which  will 

**  be  a  repeal  of  thofc  laws  of  which  they  com- 

**  plain.     The  people  of  America  confider  par- 

^'  liament  the  authors  of  their  miferies,  their 

"  aifeftions  are  eftranged  from  their  fovereign  ; 

"  let  then  *  reparation  come  from  the    hands 

'*  which  inflifted  tlie  injuries  ;  let  conciliation 

^*  fucceed  chaftifement ;   and  I  maintain  that 

"  parliament  will  again  recover  its  authority ; 

'V  that  his  majefty  will  he  once  more  enthroned 

*'  in  the  hearts  of  his  American  fubject^;  and 

**  that  your  lordihips,  as  contributing  to   fo 

*•  great,  glorious,  lalutary,  and   benignant  a 

"  work,  will  receive  the  prayers  and  benedic* 

"  tions  of  every  part  of  the  Britifh  empire," 

In  debating  lord  Chatham's  propofition,  the 
accuftomed  ground  was  repeatedly  traverfed 
by  both  parties ;  the  lords  who  fupported  ad- 
miniftration  infifting,  that  the  original  aim. of 
America  was  independence,  which  the  adhe- 
rents of  lord  Chatham  as  ftrongly  denied  ;  and 
the  afleilion  advanced  by  them,  that  Greal^ 
Britain  was  the  original  aggreflbr,  was  no  lefs 
vigoroufly  combated.  Several  collateral  topics 
of  difcuffion  M'^ere  introduced,  which  protracted 
the  debate  to  an  enormous  length,  particularly 
acenfure  on  a  paffage  in  a  recent  fermon  of  the, 
archbiihop  of  York,  M'hicb  was  animadverted, 
on,  and  defended,  with  great  heat. 

Lord  Gower  obferved,  that  the  motion 
held  out  nothing  new,  and  was  a  mere  repetition 
of  lord  Chatham's  former  fentiments.  Similar 
propofitions  had  been  afterwards  made  by  two, 
i^oble  dukes,  and  u^lefs  the  houfe  had  changed 

its 
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CHAP,  its  opinions,  for  which  he  could  fee  no  reafoc, 
^xx.  it  muft  rejeA  the  prefent,  as  well  as  all  the  prc- 
»777-  ceding  motions.  The  idea  refpecting  the  con- 
liuft  of  France,  taken  in  any  of  the  various 
views  in  M'hich  his  lordihip  had  placed  it,  was 
Bioft  extraordinary,  or  rather  moft  extravagant 
*•*  If  we  conquer  America,"  he  fays,  *'  we  fliall 
•'^  conquer  it  for  France ;  if  France  (hould  join 
"  America  again  ft  us,  and  get  the  better,  Ame- 
*'  rica,  though  fuccefsful,  will  neverthelefs  be 
**  conguered,  and  become  a  province  or  dc- 
"  penciency  of  France:  and  though  we  neither 
"  conquer  or  are  conquered,  ftill  America  will 
"  be  loft  to  England,  and  fall  to  our  enemies 
**  and  rivals."  Sucli  a  motion,  by  exliibiting 
to  foreign  nations  a  pi6ture  of  our  pretended 
national  imbecility,  and  the  defperate  fituation 
of  our  affairs,  would  invite  them  to  avail  them- 
felvcs  of  our  weaknefe,  diftrefs,  and  divided 
councils,  when  they  Ihould  fee  the  great  coun- 
cil of  the  nation  alarmed  by  views  of  impend-, 
ing  iiiin,  arifing  from  the  uniiicceisful,  fatal 
hoftilitics  of  an  unnatural  civil  war. 

Lord    Lyttleton    was  fuirprized  at  the 
tii^iid  defpondent  tone  alVumed  by  lord- Chat- 
ham, in  relation  to  the  conduct  and  ultimate 
views  of  foreign  powers ;  he  whofe  fire,  ^irit, 
and  zeal,  for  the  honour  and  dignity  o€  bi:» 
country,  had  carried  terror  and  conqueft  among 
furrounding  nations;    could    fuch  fentiments^ 
be  reconciled  to  his  former  couduft  ?  He  who, 
when  very  young,  infpired  himfelf  and  the  na- 
tion at  large  witii  the  moft  exalted  and  heroic 
ideas  ;    called   on   the  people  to  affert  their 
honour,  and  do  themfelves  juftice,  in  defiance 
of  the  confpiracies  of  every  power  in  Europe, 
And  how  was  the  ftate  of  Ama*ica  calculated 
to  make  Great  Britain  defpair  of  conqueft? 

Anarchy 
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ftinarfchy  prevails;,  horrible  a6ls  of  violence,  chap* 
treachery,  cruelty;  and  injuftice,  are  daily  com-  v^^^ 
Knitted  by  the  rebels  on  their  loyal  and  dutiful     1777- 
brethren,  merely  becaufe  they  M^ould  not  join 
in  the  diabolical  fcheme  of  overthrowing  all 
juft  and  legal  government;  the  laws  trampled 
en,  the   courfe  of  juftice  interrupted  or  anni- 
hilated, government  diffalved,  magiftrates  im- 
prifoned  or  baniihed,  the  faithful  and  obedient 
part  of  the  people  oppreffed,  defpoiled  of  their 
property,  fuifering  in  dungeons,  or  obliged  to 
fly  their  native  land.     To  the  horrors  of  war> 
the  rebels  had  added  the  brutality  of  favages^ 
and  the  treachery  of  cowards.     Thefe  were  the 
perfons,  and  this  was  the  caufe,  fome  of  their 
lordllups  thought  fit  to  efpoufe  and  defend. 
The  opponents  of  adminiftratibn  were  remind- 
ed of  their  predictions  refpefting  the  condu£i 
of  France ;  and  their  repeated  alFertions,  that 
America  had  nevpr  thought  of  independence. 
Experience  had  verified  the  language  of  admi- 
niftration  on  both  points.     Lord  Chatham  had 
derided  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  ideas,  as  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  France,  and  the  con-   . 
grefs  declaring  the  united  colonies  independent 
ftates:     Other  noble  lords,  on  the  fame  fide, 
denied  the  leaft  probability  of  fuch  an  event^ 
and  pledged  themfelves,  if  it  fhould  ever  hap- 
pen, that   they  would  be  the  firft  and  moft 
zealous  in  endeavouring  to  compel  them  to 
return  to  their  duty.     The  event  has  aftually 
taken  place,  and  what  is  their  conduS?     In- 
ftead   of   recommending  vigorous   meafures; 
inftead  of  fupporting  ftrenuous  and  decifive 
exertions  of  our  whole  ftrength,  we  are  told 
that  France  does  not  mean  to  interfere ;  but 
left  die  Ihould,  it  is  now  propofed  to  offer  >a 
treaty  with  declared  and  open  rebels.     Our 
•   '.  rights 
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CHAP,  rijrhts  are  to  be  abandoned  or  conceded,  left 

XXX.     France  Uiould  go  to  war  when  our  ftrength  and 

1777.     rclourccs  are  weakened  and  exhaufted.     This 

bale  and  pufiUanimous  language,  is  not  worthy 

of  attention. 

Rej-acd.        Thk  motion  was  negatived/ 

Debiteson      The  fiipplics   and   taxes  did  not  pafi  the 

mes  ar.i    ]^Q^jf(»  of  commons  without  ftrenuous  and  ani- 

^^  ^**     mated  (k'l)ates :  all  tlie  members  of  oppofitioa 

attended,  and  the  bargaini$  and  condufrt  of  tht5 

mini  Iter    were    vehemently  arraigned.       The 

landgrave  of  HelVe,  taking  advantage  of  the 

neceliitics  of  Great  Britain,  had  revived,  with 

fucccfs,  dormant  and  groundlefs  claims  for  levy 

and  hofpital  monies  during  the  laft  war.     Tht 

hnnifier   was   reproached   with    improvidence 

and  profufion   in    his    contra6te,   particularly 

with  having  paid  for  putrid  pork,  and  damaged 

flour,  a  higher  price  than  the  fame  articles  were 

wortli  in  tluiir  beft  (late ;  and  with  having  been 

fo  egrcwiouUy  duped  in  a  contraftfor  mm,  as 

to  pay  more  than  double  its  value* 

ijfh  April.  •    Lord  North,  while  daily  harafled  by  thefc 

^'Jl?^       obitTtions,  wliich  even  occafioned  a  defertion 

fpcCTin  the  of  fomc  of  his  moft  conftant  fupporters;  when 

aiTcais  ot    ii^Q  nation  was  dcprelfcd  and  alarmed  by  intel* 

iilt.  *'^       ligcnce  of  the  difaftrous  events  attending;  the 

elole  of  tlie  campaign ;  when  he  had  not  yet 

intircly  recovered  from  a  fevere  illneis;  was 

obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  houfe  a  demand  of 

the  greatcft  delicacy,  and   which  he  forefaw 

muft  introduce  the  moft  unpleafant  difcoffions.. 

'J  he  incrcafing  load  of  debt  on  the  civil  lift^ 

great!)'   augmented    by    numerous    American 

refugees,  had  long  em barralfed  the  court;  but 

the  circumftanccs  of  the  times  had  prevented 

^  f  9  to  ll. 

in 
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an  application  to  parliament.    The  poverty  of  chap. 
the  erovm  was  now,  however,  become  fo  dil-    ^^^- 
graceful,  that  the  minifter  could  no  longer  de-      1777, 
cline  prefenting  a  meflige,  informing  the  houfe 
that  the  arrears,   to   the    fifth    ot    January, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  and  appealing  to  their  loyalty  and 
afie6lion  to  difcharge  this  debt,  and,   at  the 
fame  time,  make  further  provifion  for  fupport- 
ing  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 

This  meflage  was  referred  to  a  committee  Dci»aic«ai 
of  fupply,  who  were  furniihed  with  explana^  the  com- 

*i  It  1  niittce. 

tory  papers.  A  long  debate  occurred,  on  a  i4diA^SL 
motion  by  lord  John  Oavendifli  to  difcharge 
the  order  of  reference.  He  objefted  to  tlie 
accounts  as  detective,  and  to  the  expenditure 
as  exccffive.  The  accounts,  he  faid,  came  unac* 
companied  by  any  vouclier,  or  collateral  ou 
explanatory  obfervation,  that  could  give  them 
an  air  of  authenticity.  The  manner  of  fabri- 
cating them,  and  of  ftating  the  excefs,  helped 
to  explain  each  other.  The  accounts  itierely 
announced  the  difturfements,  without  informa* 
lion  to  whom,  or  for  what  particular  fervice  j 
the  excefs  was.  a  neceflary  confequence  of 
fuch  a  ftatemcnt,  and  fhewed  that  it  arofe,  but 
not  why  it  fiiould  be  provided  for.  His  lord* 
fliip  attempted  to  prove,  by  arithmetical  efti- 
mates,  that  comparing  fixteen  years  of  the 
prefent,  with  the  fame  period  of  the  late  reign } 
or  taking  an  average  of  the  expenditure  of 
both  reigns,  making  every  allowance  for  in-» 
crcafc  of  family,  and  advanced  price  of  necef* 
faries,  the  fair  expenditure  of  his  majefty  ought 
to  be  Icfs.by  fopie  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
than  that  of  his  predeceflbr.  The  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  formed  a  common  pretext  ^ 
for  inch  applications  as  the  prefeut;  and  would 

of 
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CHAP,  of  couife  pervade  the  mimfterial  language: 
.JP^  but  if  the  minifter  really  confulted  the  honour 
1777-  and  dignity  of  the  cro^vn,  he  would  have  ap- 
plied to  parliament  earlier,  or  even  annually, 
as  the  debt  was  incurred.  The  houfe  might 
then  have  devifed  fome  mode  of  retrenching 
unneccffary  expences ;  enquired  into  the  Hate 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  revebue ;  and,  on 
dill  ovcriag  abufes^  would  have  re^ified  them, 
or  totally  removed  the  caufe>  Dangerous  coa* 
fequences  muft  atife  from  an  augmentation  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  the  confequent  influence  of 
the  crown,  already  become  much  too  power- 
ful. 

S I M I  LA  R  arguments  and  ftatemcnts  were  ad- 
vanced by  other  members  of  oppofition,  with 
fuch  variations  as  marked  the  tetiiper,  charac- 
ter, or  genius  of  each.  Wilkes  faid,  the  nation 
cheerfully  ijaveeighthundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  trappings  of  royalty]  the  propofed  aug- 
mentation was  a  violation  of  public  faith  ;  and  it 
was  cruel  to  fleece  the  people,  when  involved  in  a 
moft  expentive,  as  well  as  Unnatural  and  ruinous 
civil  Mar,  and  burthcned  with  an  enormous  na- 
tional debt.  lie  reviewed  the  expences  of  all 
the  kings,  fmce  the  revolution,  extolling  their 
magnificence,  compared  with  tlie  M'ant  of  fplen- 
dour  in  the  court  of  George  III.  He  alluded 
to  his  own  fufterings,  by  mentioning  an  article 
in  the  account  of  fecret  fervices,  paid  in  1763 
to  Samuel  Martin,  efq.  and  faid  hewashimfelf 
plundered  in  one  year  of  a  thoufand  pounds  in 
two  lines.  He  dcfcanted  with  afperity  on  the  Ute- 
rary  penfions  bellowed  on  two  Jacobite  doftors, 
Shebbeare  and  Johnfon;  on  Hume  for  attack- 
ing, and  on  Bcatti.e  for  defending  the  Chrifuan 
faith.  Thus  was  the  public  treafure  lavifbed 
He  fpoke   m  ith  acrimonious  harflinefs  of  the 

difagree* 
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difagreements  in  the  royal  family,  contraiting  chap. 
the  kindnefs  of  Louis  XVI.  to  Monfieur  and  Ji^i^* 
the  comte  d'Artois,  with  the  condutt  of  the     »777' 
king  towards  the  dukes    of  Gloucefter  and 
Cumberland  ;  and,  deriding  the  notion  of  con- 
fultingthe  dignity  of  the  diadem  and  greatn^ft 
of  the    foveieign,    faid^  it  reminded  him  of 
the  obfervation  of  Philip  iv,  of  Spain,  when 
Louis  XIV.  was  taking  from  the  emperor  all  the 
toAVTis  in  the   Netherlands,   "  Sa  grandeur  eft 
comme  celle  des  foflfifes,  k  proportion  des  terres, 
qu'on  leur  6te/' 

Burke  aflerted  that  nothing  btit  a  confi- 
dence in  the  fervility  of  the  houfe,  and  a  knoAv- 
ledge  of  their  carelefsnefs,  could  make  the  mi- 
aiftry  defperate  enough  to  affert  that  fufficient 
provifion  had  not  been  made  for  the  fplendor  of 
the  crown*  He  objefted  to  the  argument  drawn 
Prom  the  experience  of  the  whole  reign,  that 
?ight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  not  fuf- 
Scient  for  the  civil  liftexpences ;  becaufe,  if  ad- 
nitted,  the  propriety  of  every  perfon's  pradice 
ft'ould  be  judged  by  the  practice  itfelf ;  a  man's 
extravagance  would  become  tlie  meafure  of  his 
Supply,  and  becaufe  he  had  adlually  diilipated  a 
arge  revenue,  he  ought  to  be  furnifhed  with  a 
arger  revenue  to  diffipate-  This  would  ettablilfh 
L  principle  of  public  profufion ;  would  even  make 
t  the  interell  of  minifters  to  be  prodigal,  (ince 
heir  extravagance,  inftead  of  lelfening,  would 
>e  the  certain  means  of  increafing  their  ellate. 

Fox  decried  the  accounts  as  a  mere  detail  of 
irbitrary  funis,  perhaps  arbitrarily  fqt  down. 
luch  an  account,  even  if  truly  ftated,  was  of 
lo  ufe,  unlefs  to  add  mockery  to  contempt, 
md  blend  infult  with  derifion. 

The  members  of  oppofitioa  did  not  all  agree  * 

VOL.  II.  II  Ui 
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CHAP,  in  lord  John  Cavendilh's  motion :  Wilkes 
XXX.  propofcd,  and  tlie  opinion  was  fanctioncd  by 
tTTh  ^^^^^^'^f  ^^^^^^  ^^^  boiiie  fliould  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, witli  initruftions  to  confider  of  the  caufes 
of  the  debts  due  on  account  of  the  civil  lifc 
and  likewife  what  further  proviiion  nuight  be 
neceflary  to  fupport  the  fplendor  and  dignity 
of  the  crown. 

Ix  propofing  an  aid  to  the  crown,  tlie  mini- 
ftei  declared  himfelf  aware  that  he  would  be 
lels  engaged  in  reaibning,  than  in  diminiihing 
thcforcc  of  arguments  and  aflertions  calculatetk 
to  deprive  him  of  popularity,  M'hich  was  to  be 
proportionately  gained  by  his  opponents.     He 
confeflTed  the  tafk  difagreeable^  taking  it  in  the 
moll  favourable  light ;  and  when  he  laft  canie 
on    a    fimilar   errand,    he   little    thought  it 
would  have  fallen  to  his  lot  again  ;  for  feverai 
of  his  predeceffors,  much  his  fuperiors  in  abili- 
ties, had  continued  but  a  very  Ihort  time  inad- 
miniftration :  but  at  length,  faid  his  lordlliip^ 
fuch  is  the  ftability  of  goveniment,  that  an  ad- 
miniftration    can    even    outlive   eight   years? 
During  the  laft  four  years,  he  faid,  tlie  expen- 
diture had  undergone  a  confiderable  decreale, 
to  the  amount   of  nearly  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  perannum.  In  the  laft  year  it  had  incrcaf- 
ed,  on  account  of  numerous  American  refugees, 
driven  from  their^country  or  property  for  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  crown  and  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  left  deftitute  of  re- 
iburce,  or  even  of  fuftenance :  they  had  aug- 
mchted  the  civil  lift  expences  he  believed  ta 
the  amount  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds. 
The  influence  of  the  crown  was  not  enlai^ed 
fmce  the  king's    acceflion,    but  government 
had  been  ftrengthened   by    the   wifdom  and 

'  FeCtitude 
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rectitude  of  his  majefty's   councils,   and   the  chap. 
efteem  and  confidence  of  his  fubjefts.     The     ^x^- 
obligations   were   mutual,    and  jullly  merit-      1777. 
ed  ;  and  if  fuch  an  influence  really  exifted,  it 
i^ould  not  be  employed  in  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubje^'s,  or  in  a6ts  of  oppreflion ;  but 
in   fecuring   and  augmenting  the  profperity, 
virtues,  and  happinels  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Adam,  in  afpeech  of  confiderable abi- 
lity, fliewed  the  meannefs,  ignominy,  and  dif- 
Sfrace  to  which  Charles  II.  had  been  obliged  to 
defcend,  from  all  which  he  might  have  been 
refcued  if  parliament  would  have  relaxed  their 
too  rigid  fyfteni  of  parfimony.  The  accounts 
were  ftated  to  be  as  perfetl;  as  could  be  furniflx- 
Dd,  and  to  afford  every  light  neceifary  for 
judging  of  the  fubjeft  :  in  former  reigns  fimilar 
requefts  had  been  granted  without  a  requifi- 
tion  of  accounts. 

The  motion  of  lord  John  Cavcndiih  was  Supply 
reje6ted,''  and  the  committee  refolvedto  grant  s^^"^"** 
:he  required  fum  for  difcharging  arrears,  and  to 
idd  to  the  civil  lift  one   hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum. 

On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  committee,  xStbAprii. 
the  debate  was  relumed  with  great  animation  ; 
!>ut  no  novelty  in  argument  occurred,  nor  any 
remarkable  circumftance,  except  that  the  houfe 
«^as  thrown  into  a  temporary  confufion  by  the 
ribaldry  of  Sawbridge,  who  faid  the  deficiency 
might  be  accounted  for,  without  having  re- 
:ourfe  to  the  increafed  price  of  the  necelfaries 
3f  life.  The  civil  lift  had  been  employed  in 
:;orrupting  both  houfes  ;  it  had  been  fpent  in 
rivate  us  well  as  public  penfions ;  in  fingle 
ribes,  and  temporary  gratuities.   The  civil  lift 

^  aSx  to  ir^, 
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CHAP,  had  been  drained  by  as  many  different  means 
^5^^    as  want  fuggefted,  or  corruption  was  capable  of 
1777.      devifing  or  inventing.     Although  called  to  or- 
der, he  refufed  to  retraft  or  qualify  his  cx- 
preflions;  but  added,  tliat  fome  of  the  very  debt 
"which  the  minifter  applied  to  parliament  to 
difcharge,  was  fquandered  in  hiring  fpiesand  in- 
formers, to  ruin  and  diftrefs  innocent  men ;  men 
in  every   light  as  loyal  to  the  king,  and  as 
faithful  to  their  country,  as  their  perfecuton 
would  perfuade  the  world  they  themfelveswere. 
Burke  intcrpofcd,  and  by  a  happy  mixture  of 
argument  and   irony,  brought  the  houfe  to  a 
degree  of  forbearance  which  induced  themto 
hear  thcfe  abfurdities  unmoved.' 
aift  April.      The  houfe  dii^fted  the  amount   of  arrears 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  fmking  fund,   and  a  bill 
was  paffed  comprifing  all  thefe  objedls. 
Debate  The  king's  mcflage  was  difcuffed  with  no 

Shcterds.  lefs  warmth  in  the  houfe  of  lords.     Thema^ 
quis  of  Rockingham  recommended  an  amend- 
ment to '  the  addrefs ;   which,  being  rejected, 
was  entered  on  the  journals  as  a  proteft,  and 
iigned  by  fourteen  peers. 
7th  May.        On  prefenting  the  bill  for  affent,  the  fpeaker 
sS^irtc^  ^^^^^  houfe  of  commons  obfervcd  to  the  king, 
Norton,  on  that  in  a  time  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of  diffi- 
^h"if"*   culty  and  danger,  their  conftituents  labouring 
thejting?    jundcr  burthens  almoft  too  heavy  to  be  bome, 
his  faithful  commons  poftponed  all  other  bu- 
finefs,  and,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  the  na- 
ture of  their  proceedings  would  admit,  had 
not  only  granted  a  large  prefent  fupply,  but 
alfo  a  very  great  additional  revenue;   great 
beyond  example;  great  beyond  his  majefty'i 

>  There  vras  adivifioA  oo.the  fccpnd  rcColutton  \  the  numbers  ssi 
.10  tgf  • 
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higfheft  expence."     "  But  all  this,  Sir,  they  chap. 
**  have  done,  in  a  well  grounded  confidence,    yJ^J^ 
*^  that  you  will  apply  wifely,  what  they  have     1777- 
"  granted  liberally  ;  and  feeling,  what  every 
"  good  fubjefl;  mull  feel,  with   the  greatell 
"  fatisfadion,  that  under  the  direftion  of  your 
**  majefty's  wifdom,  the  affluence  and  grandeur 
*^  of  the  fovereign   wiU  refle6l  dignity  and 
*'  honour  on  his  people." 

For  this  fpeech  the  fpeaker   received  the  He  is 
thanks  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  de-  !ll*u'^^^*'^ 
fired  to  prmt  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  late  debates,  many  al-  Debate  on 
lufions  had  been  made  to  the  ftate  of  the  king's  ^  ^"**^^^* 
brothers,  and  an  amendment  was  fuggefted  by  isth  April. 
Sir  James  Lowther,  by  which  part  ot  the  fum 

f  ranted  in  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift,  would 
e  applied  to  their  ufe :  this  propofal  was  over- 
rulea  as  irregular,  but  after  the  aft  was  paffed, 
he  again  brought  it  forward.  The  debate  was  st^Majr. 
not  ihterefting,  as  the  motion  was  oppofed 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  bejng  indelicate 
to  interfere  in  the  tranfaftions  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily, and  it  was  difpofed  of  by  the  previous 
queftion  ;"*  but  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  Mr. 
ttigby  alluded  with  pointed  indignation  to  the 
obiervations  of  the  fpeaker,  who,  .he  faid,  had 
grofsly  mifreprefented  the  fituatiou  of  the  coun- 
try, in  a  place,  and  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  where 
nothing  but  truth  fliould  be  heard.  The  fenti- 
ments  attributed  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  were 
totally  foreign  from  their  thoughts ;  and,  he 
trufted,  that  before  the  houfe  rofe,  it  would  be 
proved,  whether  they  coincided  with  the  chair  or 

Bi  Several  memben  who  took  notes  of  this  fpeecbj  wrote  ivanii 
inllead  of  ixpiHce, 

»  15a  to  45* 
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CHAP,  with  him,  who  utterly  difclaimed  the  obfcrra- 
y^^  tions  delivered  by  the  fpeaker  in  their  name. 
^777.         Sir  Fletcher  Norton  appealed  to  the 
houfe;   the  fpeech  and  vote  of  thanks  were 
read,  and  Fox  moved,  that  the  fpeaker  did  ex- 
prefs,  witli  juft  and  projK-r  energy,  the  zeal  of 
the  houfe  tor  the  fup'poit  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  in  circumftances  of  great 
public  charge.  .  In  introducing  the  motion  be 
obferved,  that  if  it  were  negatived,  the  fpeaker 
could  not  retain  the  chair  Avith  reputation  to 
himfclf,  or  be  further  ferviceable  in  his  ftation^ 
after  being  publicly  dcferted,  bullied,  and  dif- 
graced.     Sit  Fletcher  Norton  himfelf  adopted 
this  opinion  ;  aifuring  the  houfe  that  he  meant 
to   deliver   nothing   but  their  fentiments,  in 
which  he  thought  himfelf  juftified  by  the  time, 
t)ie  occafion,  and  the  various  concurrent  cir- 
cumftances which  combined  to  itamp  his  ob- 
fervations    with    peculiar    propriety.       Con- 
ceiving, therefore,  that  he  difchargerf  his  duty, 
and  tliat  the  houfe  had  fubfequently  fanftioned 
his  conduft  by  their  approbation,  he  could  not, 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  rejected,  remain  in  a 
iituation  wherq  lie  could  be  no  longer  fervicc- 
•         able. 
Thefpcak-      Ai.THOucH  the  attorney- general  fupported 
cr'scon-     ^f |.  Rjgby's  opinion,  the  profecution    of  the 
decinl^°y^   queftion,  in  the  direction  it  muft  neceffarily 
approved,    take,  was  not  defirable'  to  the  friends  of  ad- 
miniftration ;  a  coufiderable   portion   of   dif- 
cuffion  Avas  employed  on  tlie  fuppofed  aflertion, 
that  the  fupply  exceeded  the  king's  zratits; 
a  phrafe  which  the  fpeaker   difclainied ;  Mr. 
Rigbv,  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  fpoke  in  more 
moderate  terms,  claiming  a  right  to  utter  his 
own  fcntiments  freely,  but  denying  any  inten- 
tion to  make  perfonaf  refleflions  on  the  chair. 
He  attempted  a  compromife  by  means  of  an 
H5^  adjourn- 


GEORGE    III.  487 

djournnient,  but  this  he  afterwards  withdrew :  chap. 
'ox's   motion  was  carried,   and   followed   by     xxx. 
me  from  ferjeant  Adair,  renewing  the  thanks'    1777. 
if  thehoufe  to  their  chief  officer. 

Among  the  other  tranfaftions  of  the  feffion,  *8ih  April, 
rere  a  grant  of  three  thoufand  pounds  to  the  ^^^J^. 
3ritifh  Mufeum,  and  an  acl,  which  will  ever  um. 
edound  to  the  credit,  of  the  fohcitor-general,  Annuity 
or  reftraining,  and  fubjefting  to  feveral  im- 
portant regulations,  all  grants  of  annuities. 

In  prefenting  the  bills  to  the  king,  at  6th  June, 
he  clofe  of  tb^  feffion,  the  fpeaker  ^g^tin  ad- ^^*^°^^^^^ 
Ireffed  his  majefty,  dating  the  hope  of  the  houfe, 
hat  fpeedy  means  would  be  found  to  ftop  the 
•avas?es  of  war,  which  would  otherwife  be  at- 
«nded  with  confequences  ruinous  to  the  prof- 
>erity,  perhaps  dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  the 
country. 

The  king  expreffed  his  approbation  of  the  King's 
condu6l  of  parliament,  and  thanked  them  for  fp^^^ 
the  unqueftionable  proofs  of  the  continued 
ittachment  to  his  perfon  and  government, 
bheir  clear  difcernment  of  the  true  interefts  of 
the  country,  and  ftcady  perfeVerance  in  main- 
taining the  rights  of  the  legiflature.  He  trufted 
in  Divine  Providence,  that,  Ijy  a  well  concerted 
and  vigorous  exertion  of  the  great  force  put 
into  his  hands,  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
would  be  blelfed  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  might 
moft  efFc6lually  tend  to  the  fuppreffion  of  re- 
bellion, and'  re-eftablifliment  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  obedience,  which  all  the  fubjeds  of  a 
free  Hate  owe  to  the  authority  of  law. 

No   effort  to  enaraffe  the  attention  of  the  state  of 
public,  or  procure  an  indication  of  popular  ^n^P"*^*** 
lentiment,  on  the  fubje6ts  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  legislature,  merits  particular 
attention  :  all  eyes  Teemed  fixed  on  the  centre, 
to  which  the  great  exertions  of  government 
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CHAP,  were  direfted :    with  an  anxiety  proportioned 
[J^i/   *^  ^^^  magnitude  of  the  contell,  tne  nation 
•  1777*     furveyed  the    employment  of  thofe   prepara- 
tions which  the  miniftry  had  demanded  with  a 
confidence  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  and  the  par- 
liament had  granted  with  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
well  founded  hope. 
State  and        Jy  fanguincly  prcdidiug  the  interference  of 
foreigii      foreign  powers  in  the  difpute,  tlie  members  of 
powert       oppolition  uttered  fuppofitions  well    founded 
uJeh*-^  in  theory,  and  ftrongly  fupported  by   circum- 
jand,         fiances,  though  premature.     France,  towards 
which    thefe     fuggeftions    moft    particularly 
pointed,  gave  fufficient  indications  of  a  wifli 
.   to  aflift  the  revolted  colonies,  though  her  lan- 
guage was  ftill  pacific,  and  confidential,  and 
her  conduft,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  referred  to 
theteftof  public  afts,  unexceptionable. . 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, congrefs  had  difpatched  Silas  Dean,  and 
fubfequently  Dr.  Franklin,  to  Paris,  for  the 
purpofe  of  negotiating  for  the  ailiitance  of 
France ;  they  were  not  received  in  a  public 
charafter,  but  permitted  to  rcfide  in  the  capi- 
tal ;  and  as  it  was  the  prevailing  French  failiion 
to  patronize  the  American  revolt,  they  were 
introduced  to,  and  courted  by  people  of  the 
lirft  rank.  The  queen  of  France,  at  the  head 
of  an  a6tive  and  numerous  party,  anxioufly 
awaited  the  moment  for  commencing  hoitili* 
ties  ;  but  her  influence  wa:s  not  fufficient  to 
remove  the  miniftcrs,  who  feeling  the  true  inte* 
reft  of  the  country,  were  unwilling,  by  engag- 
ing in  war,  ,to  preclude  the  advantages  which 
might  be  derived  from  neutrality.  Some  mem-s 
bers  of  adminiftration  did  not  adopt  the  fame 
views,  but  through  ambition  of  direding  the 
p|)eratiQRS  qf  a  w»r,  or  defire  of  giving  efteft  to 
>  foni« 
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feme  untried  projeds  of  finance,  countenanced  c  H  ap. 
as  much  as  poflible  the  rifing  fpirit  ofpartia-  ^^^^ 
lity  to  America.  1777* 

The  king  of  Pruflfia,  facrificing  every  con- 
fideration^of  found  policy,  and  fuppreffing  every 
emotion  of  gratitude,  loudly  declared  himfelf 
the  champion  of  America,  He  was  ambitious 
to  become  the  direftor  of  the  French  councils, 
and  give  energy  to  every  hoftile  attempt  again  ft 
£ngland.  Thofe  among  the  French  miniftry 
who  entered  into  thefc  views,  were  anxious  to 
ftrengthen  the  alHance  with  Pruffia,  and  weaken 
the  effeft  of  the  royal  marriage  into  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  as  they  forefaw  the  impoflibility  of 
engaging  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  in  proje6is  hof- 
tile to  England.  The  partiality  for  this  con- 
ne6lion  was  daily  growing  weaker  in  both  coun- 
tries. The  queen  of  France  was  foiled  in  her 
firft  attempt,  that  of  replacing  Choifeul  in  ad- 
miniftration  ;  a  meafure  which  would  have  led 
direftly  to  a  ftrong  union  againft  Pruilia,  and 
formidable  to  England,  Holland,  and  Ruffia. 
The  connexion  with  Pruffia  was  now  therefore 
purfued  with  eagernefs,  and  M'ithout  fear,  from 
the  certainty,  that  during  the  lifeof  theemprefs 
queen,  at  leaft,  no  hoftility  would  be  fought  by 
Auftria  with  France.  Maria  Therefa,  weary  of 
war,  had  an  infurmountable  repugnance  to  all 
meafures  which  could  tend  to  the  infradion  of 
peace ;  and  her  ftrong  maternal  feelings,  ren- 
dered her  peculiarly  averfe  to  hoOilities  with 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  into  which  five  of  her 
children  were  intermarried. 

Thus,  under  an  enforced  neceffity  of  main- 
taining pacific  appearances,  while  the  majority 
gf  the  nation  were  eager  for  hoftile  meafures, 
the  conducl  of  France  was  replete  with  iacon- 
ftftenciei* ;  many  afts,  both  in  that  kingdom 
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aiul  llie  tranfatlantic  colonies,  kfForded  reafoD* 
able  grounds  of  offence,  while  on  every  com- 
plaint, tlie  government  evinced  a  feriousdefnt 
to  allay  the  jealoulies,  and  conciliate  the  good- 
will of  Great  Britain,  llie  American  priva- 
teers found  a  ready  fale  for  their  captures  in 
the  French  ports,  as  well  in  Europe,  as  in  the 
AVeft  Indies.  In  France,  fome  difguife  and 
rellraint  were  requifite,  though  no  effeftual 
impediment  was  inforced,  but  the  people  in  the 
Iflands  permitted  private  fales,  and  litted  oat 
privateers  under  American  colours,  and  with 
American  commiflions,  for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  Britiili  property.  An 
agent  of  congrcft,  openly  eilablifhed  at  Mar- 
tinico,  not  only  facilitated  thefe  illicit  proceed- 
ings, hut  laid  the  grounds  for  quarrels  between 
the  French  aud  Englifli  merchants.  The  Ame- 
rican privateers,  increafing  in  audacity,  infefted 
tlie  channel,  infulted  the  coaft  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  began  to  be  received  and 
fainted  in  the  ports  of  France.** 

OxE  of  the  effeds  of  faihion  in  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  American  conteft,  was  the  rage 
of  adventuring,,  with  which  it  infpired  many 
of  the  young  nobility  of  France.  Among  the 
moft  confpicuous  of  thefe  inftances  w^is,  that 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette:  he  was  nephew 
to  M.  dc  Noailles,  the  French  embaffador  in 
London ;  had  for  fome  time  refided  with  his 
uncle,  and  having  availed  himfelf  of  a  familiar 
intercom  lb  with  fome  of  the  fervants  of  govern- 
ment, to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  intended 
plan  of  operations  t\)r  the  enfuing  campaign, 
fuddciily  withdrew  to  France,  purchafed  a 
yaeht,  and  on  pretence  of  a  voyage  to  Italy, 

•  Sec  Ram%,  vol.  ii.  p,  23.  and  all  the  luflories.  ^ 
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<ailed  to  America,  and  joined  the  army  under  char 
Wailiington.  ^     But  whatever  might  be  the  ar-    ^^^ 
guments  or  temptations  which  induced  French     1777. 
officers  to  engage  in  thefe  fpeculations,  they 
iiiuft  have   been  confiderably  mortified  with 
their  reception  in  the  American  army.     They 
expefted  rank  equivalent  to  that  which  they 
had  held  in  the  fervice  of  the  French  king, 
.and   congrefs  inadvertently  decreed  that  ar- 
rangement ;  but  Wailiington  foon  demon  ftrated, 
that  it  could  not  take  eifed  without  difplacin^ 
and  difgufting  all  native  officers.     The  French 
adventurers  did  not  know  the  language,  and 
were  impatient  at  the  manners  of  their  new  af- 
fociates  ;    the  Americans   viewed    them  with 
jealoufy  and  difafFedion ;  many  returned  difap- 
pointed   to    their  native   land,    and   even   la 
Fayette  was   in  danger  of  experiencing  the 
fame  fate.  ** 

If  thefe  circumftances,  feparately  confidered, 
were  calculated  to  give  uneafmefs  to  the 
Britifli  government,  the  public  conduft  of 
France  was  always  conciliatory,  often  humble. 
The  miniftry  explained  frankly  the  caufe  of 
large  armaments  then  making  in  their  ports; 
and  gave  affiirances  that,  they  were  only  in 
purf nance  of  the  family  compact,  for  the  alTift- 
ance  of  Spain,  who  was  involved  in  difputes 
with  Portugal.  The  whole  correfpondence  on 
this  fubjeft  difplays  a  difpofition  in  France  to 
avoid  all  occafions  of  offence,  and  fomewhatof 
alarm  left  Great  Britain,  by  affifting  Portugal, 
fliould  render  hoftilities  inevitable. 

P  Hiftory  of  lord  North^s  adminiftration,  p,  277.  La  F.iyerte 
was  not  yet  twenty,  when  he  commenced  his  career  with  this  ad  of 
^raichery. 

q  See  Walhlngton's  Letters,  vol.  il.  p.  197.  a 1 6.  and  for  other  ftate- 
mcnts  relative  to  the  Frtnch  officers,  the  fame  vol.p.'ij.  26.  3a.  $1, 
H»  S7*  h*  7o«  75^  H'  and  59. 
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CHAP.  Ox  a  forcible  remonftrance  from  lord  Stor* 
y^^  mont,  the  Britilh  enibairador,  an  order  was  if* 
1777.  fued,  requiring  all  American  veffels  to  quit  the 
ports  of  France.  This  injunfiion,  it  is  tnic, 
vas  frequently  evaded/  nor  was  it  perhaps  ever 
exnedcd  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  but  the  public 
dilavowal  of  the  American  caufe  was  a  (atis- 
faftory  conceffion,  and  tended  to  remove  the 
fears  of  immediate  aggreflion,  though  prudence 
forbad  a  too  confident  fecurity. 

In  like  manner  the  condu6l  of  la  Fayette 
was  in  public  difa vowed,  and  the  court  affefied 
great  difpleafurc  ;*  it  was  not  neceflaiy,  nor  in- 
ileenl  becoming,  toinveftigate  ftriftly  the  fince- 
rity  of  thefe  appearances  :-  the  puniih mentor 
difgracc  of  an  individual  could  not  be  import- 
ant in  a  national  conteft,  and  it  might  be  eafihr 
comprehended,  thatpcrfonal  confiderations  and 
family  connections  would  prefer ve an  individual 
of  his  rank  and  fortune  from  open  difgrace, 
even  if  the  court  really  felt  indignant  at  his 
proceedings. 

On  the  whole,  making  every  allowance  for 
the  intriguing  difpolition  of  France;  for  her 
Tivalfliip  with  Great  Britain,  and  herdeCreto 
humble  fo  profperous  a  rival,  it  might  be  con- 
jeftured  that  Ihe  would  fee  her  own  intereft  in 
avoiding  a  war,  which  Great  Britain  would 
certainly  not  court.  The  govenunent  of  France 
was  far  from  fettled  ;  the  diforders  of  the  late 
reign  required  a  long  interval  to  repair  their 
effects  on  the  finances ;  the  king's  darling  pro- 
jcd  of  forming  a  rcfpectable  naval  force  would 
be  delayed  if  not  fi  nitrated,  and  all  his  benevo- 
lent projects  of  economy  would  be  fuperfeded, 

r  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  24.. 

•  Gibbon's  Pofthutfious  Works,  vo|.  j.  p.  515, 
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Penetrating  politicians  thought  Louis  had,  by  chap, 
the  recal  of  tne  ancient  parliaments,  purchafed    3^^ 
popularity  at  too  high  a  rate  ;  and  it  required     i7?7- 
Itill  lefs  difcernment  to  perceive  that  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the   Moufquetaircs  diminifliednot 
only  the  fplendor,  but  the  real  ftrength  of  the 
throne. 

A  CORDIAL  attachment  to  the  interefts  and 
welfare  of  Great  Britain  could  not  be  expeSed 
from  France  ;  but  the  moll  fagacious  obfervers 
were  of  opinion,  that  France  was  fincere  in  her 
defire  to  avoid  a  general  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain,  though  this  difpofition  was  attributed 
rather  to  a  want  of  union  and  enterprize  among 
the  principal  people,  than  to  any  well  combined 
fyftem  of  pacific  politics.  ^  It  was  alfo  the 
judgment  of  a  profound  obferver,  who  was  at 
this  period  in  Paris,  in  the  centre  of  informa- 
tion, with  the  beft  means  of  acquiring,  and  the 
greateft  facilities  of  communicating  it,  tliat 
there  was  no  room  for  apprehending  a  war  with 
France.  "  It  is  much  more  pleafant,  as  well  as 
"  profitable,"  this  elegant  author  obferves,  "  to 
"  view  in  fafety  the  raging  of  the  tempeft, 
"  occafionally  to  pick  up  fome  pieces  of  the 
''  wreck,  and  to  improve  their  trade,  their  agri- 
"  culture,  and  their  finances,  while  the  two 
•'  countries  are  lento  coliifa  4udlo.  Far  from 
"  taking  any  ftep  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  this 
**  aftonilhing  diipute,  I  fliould  not  be  furprized 
"  if  next  fummer  they  were  to  lend  their 
*^  cordial  affiftance  to  England,  as  to  the  weaker 
«  party.* " 

«  Thi»  was  tbe  obfervation  of  pnnce  Kaunir*,  the  imperial  prime 
minifter,  to  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  the  Britilh  ambaffador  ac 
Vienna ;  the  important  correfpondence  from  which  it  is  taken »  has 
fllfo  fnrnifhed  many  other  fa£ls  and  obfervaticns  ih  the  above  (ketch 
•fioreign  affairs. 

>  Gibbon's  PoAbumous  Worki,  vol.  u  p.  516. 
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CHAPTER   THE    THIRTY-FIRST: 
1776—1777. 

Extenjire  porrers  granted  to  JVaJbington.-- 
American  oath  oj  allegiance.  '-^iVajhinpon's 
proclamation.  —  State  of  his  annr/,--Sup' 
plies  from  France. — Expeditions — to  Peeks 
Kill —  Daubiiry — and  other  places. — Ame- 
rican expedition  to  Sagg^s  Harbour.  — 
Movement  of  Wafhingion. — O/* the  Britijk 
army. — Howe  makes  a  feigned  retreat.— 
Action  near  Quibble  Town. — Houx  evacuates 
the  Jerfeys. --^Capture  of  general  Prefcott. 
'^^Thc  Britijh  army  embarks  for  the  Dela- 
ware —  Lands  at  the  head  of  Elk. — Howes 
proclamation.  -—  Battle  of  Brandyuine.'^ 
Surprize  of  general  JVayne. — Capture  oj 
Philadelphia. — Strong  defence  of  the  Dela- 
ware. —  Billingrport  taken. — Action  at  Ger- 
man  Toun. — Attack  on  Red  Bank. — Lojs 
of  the  Augufta  and  Merlin. — The  enemy s 
forts  at  length  taken. — IVaJliington  encamps 
at  IVhite  MarJh.-^Huts  his  army  atJ^ally 
Forge. — Sir  iFilliavi  Hoxce  fixes  in  rtinter 
quarters. — Campaign  of  the  northern  army, 
— Obfcrvatiojis  on  the  employment  offavages. 
— Burgoyne  arrives  at  Crown  Point. — Jfar 
fcaji. — Speech  and  procla7iiatio7i.  —  Crovin 
Point  and  Ticonderoga  taken. — PurfuitoJ 
the  enemy.  —  Delays  and  difficulties  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army. '^ Proclamation  by  Burgoyne 

.  and  Schuyler.  — ^  Siege  of  Stanwix -^  raifed. 
—  Expedition  to  Bennington. '^  Defeat  of 
colonel  Baum  —  and  Breymann.  —  Gates 
commands  the  Americans.  —  Burgoyne  ad- 
vances to  Saratoga.  —  Battle  of  Sliilu^ater. 

^       -The 
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'-^The  Americans  dejiroy  the  tranfporls.  — 
Tncrcafing  difficulties'  of  Biirgoync.  —  Kis 
lines  attacked'^  he  falls  back  to  Saratoga — 
a}2d  furrcnders   by  conventioti.  —  Proceed- 
ings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  —  Takes  foists 
Clinton  and  Moiitgomery.-^The  Ainericans 
-    burn  their  feet.  —  Burning  of  Efopns.  — 
Examination  of  Sir   Henry  Clinton's  con- 
duct with  refpect  to  a  co-operation  with  Bur- 
■    goyne. 
H  MONO  all  the  difficulties   encountered    by  chap. 
^^    Wafliington,    none  ^feems   to  have   em-   >^J!^ 
barraffed  him  more  than  the  reftri6ted  ftate  of     » Typ- 
his authority :  congrefs,  vigilant  and  jealous,  ^'t^JlS^^ 
as  well  from  the  peculiarities  of  their  fituation,  granted  to 
as  from  the  habits  of  the  members,  wereaverfe  ^^*^""^* 
to  grant  fuch  powers,  as  would  enable  their 
general  to  aft  with  promptitude,  vigour,  and 
effeft.     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1776,  »otiil>cc. 
When  the  affairs  of  the  ftates   were  verging 
towards  their  moft  dangerous  crifis,  he  urgently 
demanded  authority  to  a6t  without  their  im- 
mediate inftruftions,  as  the  only  means  of  avoid- 
ing ruinous  delays.     In  making  this  demand, 
he  found  it  neceflary  to  conciliate  efteem,  and 
ibften  prejudice,  by  a  vindication  of  his  own 
perfonal  cnarafter,  and  explanation  of  his  con- 
du6l  and  views.     ''  I  can  'with  truth  declare/' 
he  obferved,  "  that  I  have  no  luft  after  power, 
"  but  wilh,  with  as  much  fervency  as  any  man 
*^  upon  this  wide  extended  continent,  for  an 
"  opportunity   of   turning  the  fword  into  a 
"  plough- ihare.     But  my  feelings,  as  an  officer 
"  and  a  man,  have  been  fuch  as  to  force  mc  to 
*^  fay,  that  no  peifon  ever  had  a  greater  choice 
'*  of  difficulties  to  contend  with  than  I  have. 
*' It  may  bg' thought,''  he  added,  "that  I  go 

*'  out 
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"  out  of  the  line  of  my  duty  to  advife  thus 
"  freely:  a  cbararter  to  loJe ;  an  e^tatetofo^ 
"  feit:  the  iueitiniahle  bleflin^fs  of  libertvat 
"  ftake ;  and  n  life  devoted  ;  luuft  be  tny  ex- 
"  cuie!"*  Conp-refs,  at  leno;th,  >\hcn  lliey 
had  removed  to  llaltimorc,  invefted  him  ivith 
powers  iiiorc  ample,  than  in  liis  moft  fanguine 
moments  he  had  prefumed  to  wid).^ 

As  loon  as  fucecfs  j^ave  lo  Walhin^-ton  the 
flightcft  hope  of  le-efiabhihingthe  a'moft  ruin- 
ed caufe  of  independence,  heremonfirated  wila 
congrefs  on  the  inattention  by  which  they  had 
loft  a  confiderabie  cement  to  their  own  force, 
and  aiforded  an  opportunity  of  tendering  the 
firft  oath  of  allegiance  on  behalf  of  the  king. 
Many  confcientious  people  were  loft  to  the 
intereft  of  congrefs  for  want  of  this  neceflary 
tie.  They  did  not  confider  the  aflbciation 
equally  obligatory  ;  but  would  have  fubmitted 
to  any  penalty  rather  than  take  the  oath  of 

*  Wafliington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  34.9.  351. 

*  This  refolve  is  in  tbefe  words  r 

*«  That  general  Waihingion  fliall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  rcJhd 
**  with  full,  ample,  amd  compiete  powers,  to  raife  and  coikd 
**  together,  in  the  mo(t  fpcedy  and  efteflual  manner,  from  any  cr 
*«  all  of  thefe  united  ftates,  fixtecn  battalions  of  infantry,  in  ad- 
*«  dition  to  ihofe  already  voted  by  congixfs ;  to  appoint  oficcrs 
•*  for  the  faid  battalions  of  infantry  j  to  raifc,  officer,  and  equip 
*«  3,coo  light  horfe,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  (^ 
<«  engineers,  and  to  cftablirti  their  pay  j  to  apply  to  any  of  the  ttaies 
**  fur  luch  aid  of  the  miliiia  as  he  iliall  judge  ncccJIary  ;  to  form  lech 
*<  magazines  of  provifions,  and  in  fuch  places  as  be  fhall  think 
'<<  proper;  to  difplacc  and  appoint  all  ofHcers  under  the  rank  of 
*'  bi  igadicr-general ;  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  depart* 
**  ment  in  the  American  armies ;  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be, 
**  whatever  he  may  want  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitants 
««  will  not  fell  it,  allowing  a  reafonabJe  price  for  the  fame;  to 
•*  arrc'ft  and  confine  pcribns  who  refufe  to  take  the  continental 
"•  currency,  or  are  otherwife  difaffef^ed  to  the  American  caufe; 
'*  and  return  to  the  ftates  of  whirh  they  are  citizens,  their  names, 
**  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  together  with  the  witnefTes  ta 
*<  prove  them  :  that  the  foregoing  powers  be  vcfted  in  general  Wafh- 
«  ington,  for  and  during  the  term  of  fix  months,  from  the  dale 
*<  ht^i'eof,  unl^rl's  ibone;-  determined  by  congrefs/* 

allegiance 
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allegiance  to  the  king,  had  they  been  previoiifly  CHAP. 
bound  in  the  fame  manner  to  congrefs*     He  ^^^^ 
therefore  ftrongly    recommended  that  every     1777- 
ilate  ihould  ellablifti  fome  oath  or  affirmation 
of  allegiance,   to  be  tendered  to  all  the  inha- 
bitants ;  and  that  thofe  who  refufed  it,  ihould 
be  outlawed.' 

In  conformity  to  thefe  principles,  he  ilTued  a  Hit  pro- 
proclamation,  commanding  and  requiring  thofe  *^*^*°**"* 
who,  intimidated  by  threats,  or  -deluded  by 
promifes,  had  figned  a  declaration  of  fidelity, 
taken  oaths  of  fealty,  and  engaged  not  to  bear 
arms  againft  the  king,  to  deliver  up  their  cer- 
tificates at  head  quarters,  or  at  the  quarters  of 
the  neareft  general,  and  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States  of  America.*  Licence 
was,  however,  given  to  fuch  as  preferred  the 
intereft  and  proteftion  of  Great  Britain,  to 
withdraw  with  their  families  within  the  IJritiih 
lines.  •  The  efFefts  of  this  proclamation  were 
inftantaneous  and  extenfive:  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Jerfeys  renounced  the  royal  caufe  ; 
feveral,  in  revenge,  ioined  Wafhington,  wHilft 
others  rendered  equal  fervice  by  fupplying  pro- 
vifions  and  fuel,  and  conveying  intelligence. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  advantages,  StateofMi 
the  American  levies  proceeded  with  difcourag-  "^^ 
Ing  tardinefs  ;  but  Waihington  achieved  as 
tnuch  as  art  and  aftivity  could  efFcft,  for  the 
Tecurity  and  accommodation  of  a  fmall  force. 
He  did  not  defert  his  tried  maxim,  of  prefer- 
ring thefpade  and  pick-axe  to  military  weapons ; 

«  Waihington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  25. 

^  An  oath  bad  already  been  prefcribed  iift  0£lober  1776,  for  all 
>errons  holding  commimons  or  offices  under  congrefs,  by  which  they  t 

enounced  allegiance  to  the  kii'g,  and  fwore  feaicy  to  the  United 
Itates.     See  Annual  Kegifter,  1777.  p.  Z97» 

•  Ibid. 

•  VOX..  II.  t  K  and, 
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and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  extended  hbi 
^         _  pofition  from  Morriftown  to  Woodbridge,  dif- 
\7fj7'  tant  only  tliree  miles  from  the  Britifli  quar- 
ters at  Amboy,  adding  to  the  ftrength  and  com- 
forts of  his  Situation  by  ere6ling  forts,  mills, 
and  magazines,  and   harafling  and    iufulttng 
the  Britilh  by  fkirmifliing  with  their  out-pofiSf 
and  cutting  oflf  their  fupplies ;  all  which  nr^ 
cfFeded  by  a  feeble  and  iickly  army,  not  ex* 
ceeding  four  thoufand. ' 
Ccrpf  of        Th jE  negligence  of  Sir  William  Howe,  •  who, 
T^nciaU^*   while  he  commanded  fo  fine  and  nnnierous  an 
«ifcd.        ;irmy,   quietly  fubmitted  to  thefe  indignities^ 
has  fubjefled  him  toanimadverfions  and  impu« 
tations  which  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  repd. 
But  if  his  ina&ion  was  difgraceful,  tiie  penod 
was  not  wholly  unprofitable ;  as  during  diat 
time  Mr.  Tryon,  governor  of  New  York,  wis 
afTiiIuoLifly  and   advantageonfly  employed  in 
railing  corps  of  loyal  provincials,  among  whom 
he  received  tlie  rank  of  major-generaL     Tbefc 
troops  were  not,  it  is  true,  experienced  or  wcU 
difciplined;  but  they  were,  even  in  thefe  re- 
fpeffs.  on  a  level  with  thofe  raifed  for  Waft- 
iiigton,  and  the  levies  had  the  additional  cflfeft 
of  creatting  alarm,  ^nd  obliging  congrcfs  to 
have  recourfe  to  fevere  meamres.    The  dread 
felt  by  that  body,  and  the  orders  they  tflfued 
refpe6ting  the  royalifts  in  Someriet,  Worcefter, 
Maryland,  New  England,  and  New  York,  form, 
in  fa6l,  a  fevere  cenfure  on  the  conduct  of 
Howe ;  for  had  he  effected  s^ny  capital  ftroke, 
or  even  continually  harafled  and  alarmed  the 

'  Waihingtoii^ft  Letters^  vol.  ii.  p.  jr.  dalad  «olh  Feb.  tyt?*^ 

r  The  knighthood  of  the  Bath  was  coDferred  on  thii  general  lie 
13th  of  Oftobcr  1776  :  two  other  ribbands  of  the  fiunc  order  were 
merirorioufly  bcftowed  on  general  (Sir  Ouv)€arleton9  6th  Joly  I77^# 
aad  general  (Sir  Henry)  Clinton,  10th  April  1777. 
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enemy  bv  repeated  aflaults,  while  they  were  ^J^f* 
deficient  iii  ammunition  and  recruits,  the  danger  ^-^^j 
and  inconvenience  of  the  fervice  ^vould,  in  all     '^^^* 
probability,  have  prevented  the  acceffion  of 
numbers,  and  caufed  a  general  defeftion  of  the 
American  army  ;  while  the  people  in  the  pro- 
vinces, would  have  exerted  themfelves  in  giving 
preponderance  to  the  Britifli  caufe,  as  the  means 
of  reftoring  tranquillity,  which  they,  above  all 
things,  defired.    Early  in  the  fpring,  the  hopes  ThcAme- 
of  the  Americans  were  re-animated  by  the  re-  JJ^'^^X 
ceiptofmore  than  twenty  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  from 
arms,  and  a  thoufand  barrels  of  gunpowder,  F«ncc* 
from  France. 

The  manor  of  Courland,  the  moil  mounr  «3dMar. 
tainous  and  inacccffible  part  of  the  traft  oc^  E^cpedi- 
cupied  by  Wafliington,  was  converted  into  a  kind  Engiifti. 
of  citadel,  where  large  quantities  of  provifions, 
forage,  and  (lores  were  depofited;    and  about  To  Peek's 
fifty  miles  from  New  York,  up  the  North  river,  ^'"* 
Peek's  Kill  ferved  as  a. port  to  Courland  manor, 
by  which  (lores  and  provifions  were  received 
and  conveyed  to  the  army,  or  to  the  interior. 
A  detachment  of  five  hundred   men,    under 
colonel    Bird,    embarked   in    two   tranfports 
at  New  York,  to  take  poflTefiion  of  this  place. 
On  their  approach  the  Americans,  upwards  of 
feven  hundred,   retreated    with  precipitation, 
•burning  the  barracks  and  ftore-houfes.     This 
lofs  was  incurred  through    a  negligence   of 
Wafliington's   injunftion,   not  tp  accumulate 
(lores  i^  pofitions  near  to,  or  eafily  acceflible 
from  the  water. 

Another  expedition  from  New  York,  con-  ^st^Apr. 
fiding  of  two  thoufand  men,  under  the  com-  ^*^^^'7- 
mand  of  general  Tryon,    aflfjfted  by  general 
Agnew  and  Sir  William  Erfl^ine,  was  difj>atched 
to  feize  or  deflroy  (tores'  collefted  at  Danbury. 
%K^  They 


SOCK  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

(THAP.  They  landed  two  hours  before  midnight,  and 

'XXXL    reached  their  place  of  deftination  at  day-break. 

1777.     The  enemy,  taken  unaM-ares,  and  unprepared  for 

»6du  Apr,  rcfifi»ance,  evacuated  the  town  M^ithout  oppoii- 
tion,  and  the  Britifli  fet  fire  to  the  ftores ;  the 
conflagration  of  which  was  not  completed  till 

arth.  the  enfuing  morning.*'  During  this  interval, 
the  Americans  liad  collefled  a  force  from  various 
quarters,  and,  under  the  command  of  general 
Arnold,  intrenched  themfclves  at  the  town  of 
llidgefield,  to  oppofe  the  Britiili  force  in  their 
retreat.  Thougli  this  refiftance  was  unexpcfted, 
the  entrenchments  were  carried  with  great 
fpirit ;  Arnold's  horfe  was  Ihot  under  him,  and 
while  extricating  himfelf,  he  was  attacked 
with  fixed  bayonet  by  a  foldier,  whom  he  dif- 
patched  with  a  piftol.  The  EngliOi  troq)s 
formed  in  an  oblong  fijuare,  and  relied  on  their 
arms, 

»8th.  TiiK  enemy,  confiderably  reinforced  during 

tlie  nii^ht,  aflailed  them  in  the  morniug  in 
every  (lireftion,  from  houfes  and  walls,  and  took 
poflcilion  of  a  ftone  bridge,  and  the  ground 
commanding  a  pafs  beyond  it,  where,  with  the 
advantage  of  fome  field  artillery,  they  prcfented 
a  formidable  front.  The  Englifii  were,  bow- 
ever,  enabled  to  avoid  this  pals,  by  fording  tic 
river  three  miles  further  up,  but  /kirmilhes  were 
continued  till  they  arrived  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  fliipping.  The  detachment  was  now  nl- 
moft  exhaufted  with  fatigue ;  three  days  and 
nights  had  paflTed  without  repofe,  and  leverriJ, 
unable  to  piofecute  their  march,  had  dropped 

^  The  €fFefts  defh-oyej  were  lioo  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  600 
barrels  of  flour,  upwards  of  aooo  barrels  of  wheat,  rvc,  and  InUiaa 
com,  a  very  confidcrabic  quantity  of  military  doathing,  and  «coo 
tents  J  a  lofs  ^'hich,  from  their  fcarcity,  was  fevcrcly  felt  by  ifct 
Americans.  In  theirretum,  the  troops  deftroyed  about  70  bantls d 
flour,  and  ziz  hcgihcads  of  f urn. 

on 
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on  the  road,  when  the  Americans  were  icen  in   chap. 
two  diftinft  bodies,  poftcd  to  oppofe  their  re-    ^^# 
embarkation.     General  Erfkine,  at  the  bead  of     »777. 
four  hundred  men,  fele<5ted  from  tliis  enfeebled 
troop,  attacked  and  put  to  flight,   m  ith  confi-  ; 

derable  (laughter,  the  oppofing  cohimns,  whofe 
panic  prevented  their  rallying,  and  ufmg  tlieir 
means  of  annoyance  during  the  remaining 
march  and  embarkation. 

This  expedition  refembles,  in  many  parti- 
culars, the  aifair  of  Lexington :  the  fiiccefs  witli 
v'hich  it  was  attended,  did  not  compenfate  for 
two  hundred  men  and  ten  officers,  killed  and 
wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  much 
more  confiderable  ;  and  general  Woofter,  a 
veteran,  wlio,  at  tlie  age  of  feventy,  exerted 
himfcif  M'ith  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  alacrity 
more  confiftent  with  the  meridian  of  youth, 
was  numbered  among  tlie  flain. 

Several  other  flight  enterprizes  took  place,  ^nj  oth«r 
attended  with  different  degrees  of  fuccefs,  but  ^^*^^"* 
of  fo  little  importance,  in  a  general  view,  that  it  ^^^^  ^^^ 
is  only  neceffary  to  mention  the  names  without  19th  April 
entering  into  particulars,  refpefting  Bondwick,  ?J*^  *'*^ 
Woodbridge,  and  Pifcataway.  ^^' 

TuE  Americans  were  in  fome  meafure  re-  24th  May* 
vcnged  for  their  loffes  at  Peek's  Kill  and  Dan-  f '^j]^** 
bury,  by  the  profperous  iffue  of  an  expedition  t^sagg^T 
to  Sagg's  liarbour  in  Long  Ifland,  conduced  harbour- 
by  colonel  Meigs,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred 
and  feventy  men,  who,  notwithflandin^  a  con- 
fiderable reiillance,  burned  twelve  brigs    and 
floops,  deftroyed  a  large  quantity  of  forage  and 
other  neceffaries,  killed  fix  men,  and  with  ninety 
prifoners  returned   without  lofs.      The   cele- 
rity of  this  expedition  was   remarkable ;  for, 
beiidcs  the  labour  accompjifliqdj  the  party  tra- 
K  K  3  verfed 
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CHAP,  verfed  a  fpace  of  ninety  miles  by  land  and  watn> 

i>^s^  and  returned  within  twenty-five  hours. 
Difficuii  Although  congrels  had,  in  compliance 
cf  recruit.  With  thc  fugfTcftion  of  Walhington,  voted  a 
liSii****'^  permanent  army,  they  did  not  find  thc  expedcd 
"""  racility  in  raifing  troops.  Thofe  employed  in 
recruiting,  through  vanity  or  ignorance,  made 
falfe  reports  of  their  fucccfs ;  the  new  levies 
could  not,  by  the  moft  urgent  remonftrances, 
be  prevailed  onto  quit,  in  the  inclement  feafon 
of  winter,  their  domeftic  comforts,  for  the  fake 
of  performing  an  uncertain  fervice  in  the 
camp.  The  luxuries  enjoyed  lu  the  Britiih 
lines,  joined  to  the  temptations  of  a  large 
bounty  offered  by  the  general,  occafioned 
many  defertions,  and  infpircd  fears  of  more. 
Walliington,  though  animated  with  hopes  of 
ultimate  fuccefs,  thought  it  neceffary  to  caution 
the  congrefs,  a  body  to  whom  fuch  an  injunc- 
tion w^ould  appear  intirely  fuperfluous,  to  con- 
ceal the  numbers  of  their  army  from  the  public  : 
"  Nothing  but  a  good  face,"  he  faid,  **  and 
"  falfe  appearances,  have  enabled  us  hither- 
"  to  to  deceive  the  enemv  refpefting  our 
"  ftrength.'" 

The  American  general  founded  his  flatter- 
ing expe6lations  on  the  increafing  attach- 
ment of  the  troops ;  their  progrefs  in  militaiv 
difcipline ;  the  favour  reiulting  to  the  caule 
from  a  protraded  ftruggle,  in  which  not  to  be 
defeated  was  to  conquer  ;  the  hopes  of  etFec^ual 
afliftance  from  France  ;  and  the  certainty  that 
congrefs,  confidering  the  arni}^  their  fole  re- 
fource,  would  no  longer  be  refirained  by  a 
mean  and  rigid  policy,  from  aftbrding  encou- 

^  This  letter  it  dated  sift  May  1777.  See  WaAiiogfbn*s  Let- 
tert,  vol.  ii.  p.  77.  And  tor  the  other  fa6ls  is  the  above  paragnpk, 
tlierameToi.  p..  46.  55.  67. 87. 

ragement. 
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agcincnt,  and  imparting  all  requiiite  powers,  chap. 
Dongreft  had  now  learned  to  excite  emiila-  J^^ 
;ion,  and  recompenfe  fervice  by  rewards  and     *777« 
lonorary   notices.      Funeral    obfequies,    and 
)oilhumous  memorials,  were  decreed  to  Warren, 
Mercer,  and  Woofter:  the  exertions  of  Arnold 
It  Danbury  procured  him  fome  promotion,  and 
the  public  donation  of  a  caparifoned  charger  ; 
ind  the  exploit  of  Meigs  \ras  acknowledged 
by  the  gift  of  an  elegant  Iword. 

The  advance  of  fpring  enabled* con grefs  to  9thjune.. 
iugment  Wafhington's  army  to  feven  thoufand  ^}^^^^^ 
two  hundred  and  feventy-two  men ;  a  fmall  in^on.  ' 
number  compared  to  the  Britifli  force,  but  fuf- 
ficiently  cheering  to  the  enterprizing  fupporter 
of  American  independence,  who,  with  lefs  than 
half  that  number,  had  baffled  and  checked  the^ 
very  army  which  now  oppofed  him,  and  raifed 
the  fortunes  of  his  country  from  their  loweft 
ebb.     He  removed  from  his  encampment  at 
Morriftown   to   !Middlebrook,    extending  his 
camp  along  feveral  hills,    which  he  ftrongly 
fortified  with  entrenchments  and  artilleiy.     lie 
had  the  additional  advantages  of  perceiving, 
from  his  pofition,  every  movement  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  on  the  Brunfwick  Hills,  of  drawing  fup- 
plies  from  a  plentiful  country  in  his  rear,  and 
of  efFeftirig,  if  neceffary,  a  fecure  retreat  over 
the  Huclfon  or  Delaware  rivers. 

Sir  William  Howe,    who  had  hitherto  nth  June, 
neglected   the  obvious  policy   of  attempting  ^3*Jl?,ifl[ 
fome  enterprize  again  ft  the  foe,  under  pretence  anny. 
"  that  the  green  forage  was  not  on  the  ground,"^ 
at  length  led  forth  his  troops  as  far  as  Somerfet 
court  houfe,  but  without  a  decided  plan  of 
operation.     He  might,   if  Wafliington's  pofi*. 

k  Gaihftsft  Letters  to  a  Nobleman,  p.  €9. 

K  K  4  tion 
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CHAP,  tion  was  deemed  unafiailable,  have  feircd  one 
y^J^^j^  of  the  comnninications  from  which  the  Ame- 
1777.     rican  drew  his  fupplies,  and  afterwards  riiked 
a  further  atten»pt,  or  retired ;  but  he  made  no 
eff'cdual  exertion,  his  troops  carried  with  them 
vifiuals  for  only  a  few  days,  and  fpeedily  rc- 
f9th}une.  turned  to  Brunfwick,  burning  fevcral  dwellings 
houfes  in  their  retreat,  and    continually  ha- 
raffed  and   infulted    by   the  American  light 
troops. 
Howe  Deeming  it  impoflible  to  force  Wafliing- 

makcsii      ton's  ftronff  pofition,  and  failine:  in  every  at- 

feigned  rt-  ^  ^  ^       '^         i      i  •       ..  -.  -^  ^t »  '  j 

treat.         tempt  to  provoke  him  to  quit  it,  Howe  endea- 
voured to  lure  him  by  a  (Iratagem  equally  well 
conceived  and  executed,  though  iinfuccefsfiil 
aid.         in  its  refult.     He  firft  reliuquilhed  Brunfwick, 
and  returned  to  Amboy,  a  manoeuvre  which  de- 
ceived the  Americans,  and  induced  them  to 
difpatch  large  l)o<lies,  under  the  command  of 
generals  Maxwell  and  Conway,  and  lord  Ster- 
ling, to  puifue  him  in  his  fuppofed    retreat. 
The  Englifli  general  furthered  the  deception,by 
throwing  a  bridge  acrofs  the  channel  to  Statcn 
Ifland,  over  which  he  pafled  his  heavy  cannon, 
Aaion       and  a  fmall  number  of  men.     The  purfuit  was 
We  r^n'  f^lJ^^^ved  with  great  eagernefs ;  and  Waibing- 
ton,  deluded  by  appearances,  removed  to  Quib- 
ble Town,  to  co-operate  with  his  other  detach- 
ments. The  Biitifh  commander,  con fidering this 
the  momeiit  of  fuccefs,  marched  back  his  army 
by  different  routes, hoping  to  bring  Waihington 
to  an  engagenunt,  to  cut  oif  his  advanced 
parties,  or,  at  leaft,  to  fecure  fome  pailes  in  the 
Bfiountains.     For  the  laft  purpole,  lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  difpatched  with  a  confiderable  body: 
ySOi.        ^^  ^^^^  ^"  ^^'^^^  ^  detachment  of  three  tbouiand 
.    men,  under  Maxwell  and  lord  Sterling,  ftrongly 
fituated,  and  well  provided  with  artiliery,  put 

them 


GEORGE    III.  505 

them  to  the  rout,  and  purfued  them  to  Weft-  chap. 
field  ;  but  Wafhington   fVuftrated  his  fcheme,   J^^ 
by  regaining  his  ftation  on  the  hills,  and  fe-      »777- 
curing  the  pafles. 

Ox  this  difappointment.  Sir  William  Howe  *«A  Jane.- 
returned  to  Amboy,    and  croflTmg  over  with  fjjj^^' 
his  whole  force  to  Staten  Ifland,  evacuated  Jcricfu 
the  Jcrfeys. 

DuiUNG  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  which  *9tk- 
enfued  from   this  event,    a  gallant   and  well-  g^^ 
concerted  enterprize  procured  the  Americans  F«ico«L  . 
the  means  of  exchanging,  for  general  Lee,  an 
olHccr  of  equal   tank.     The  head  (|uarters  of 
general  Preicott,  governor  of  Rhode  Ifland,. 
-^vere  on  the  Weft,    near  Narraganfct  Bay,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from   the  fcai  where  he  lay 
in   culpable  negligence,   a   mile  diftant  from 
any  body   of  troops,    without  patroles  on  the 
ihore,  and  depending  only  on  a  guard-ftiip  in 
the  bay  for  fecurity.     Lieutenant-colonel  Bar-  loAJoij. 
ton,  apprized   of  theft  cireumftances,  fet  out 
from  Providence,   with  fome  officers  and  men, 
in  two  boats,  proceeded   acrofs  the  bay  unper- 
ceived,  landed  about  midnight,  furprized  the 
centinel,  feized  the  general  in  bed,  and,  with- 
out giving  him  time  to  put  on  his  clothes, 
hurried  him  and  his  aid-de-camp  on  board, 
and  effeftcd  his  retreat  unmolefted,  and,  till 
out  of  reach,  undifcovered. 

All  the  operations  of  general  Howe  had  not 
hitherto  tended  to  removeor  qualify  the  difad-  ^^i^^ 
vantageous  impreffions  occafioned  by  his  tardy  fonheDe- 
commencement  of  the  campaign  ;  nor  did  his  ""^ 
next  exertion  appear  calculated  to  retrieve  the 
difgrace  fuftained  by  the  Britilh  arms  in  the  eva- 
cuation of  a  province,  once  intirely  fubjcfcled  to 
their  force.  This  retreat  exhibited  the  prepufter- 
ouslightof  an  unwieldy  mafii,  moving  with  heavy 

folemuity. 
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CHAF.  foleurnity,  and  fubmitting  to  injimes  and  in- 
^^^    dignities  from  a  fmaller  force,  rather  than  ufe 
1777-      the  exertioTi*^  requifite  to  annihilate  that  foicc, 
or  counteraft  the  ciTccls  of  its  promptitude  and 
5*JttJy-     af^ivity.     Contrary  to  the  judgment  of  almoft 
the  whole  army,  the  Britifh  troops,  confiftieg 
of  thirty-fix  battalions,  and  a  regiment  of  light* 
horfe,  were,  in  the  hottcft  period  of  the  year, 
embarked  ip  tranfports,  and  remained  thus  pent 
up  five  and  twenty  days  before  they  reachea  the 
t^         Capes  of  Delaware.     The  fchemc  of  operatioo, 
which  reafon  ftrongly  pointed  out,  and  which 
Wafliington  himfflf  moft  apprehended,  ^ra^a 
junftion  with  general  Burgoyne  in  the  North;' 
this    was    not  however    intended :    fevenleen 
battalions,   the  new  provincial  cor|w,    and  a 
regiment  of  light-horfe,  under  the  command  of 
general  Clinton,  were  left  at  New  York,  and 
leveral  battalions  ftationed  at  Rhode  I  (land. 
Howe  originally  intended  to  proceed  up  the 
Delaware ;    but,   receiving    information  that 
the  navigation  was  impeded  by  the  precautions 
of  the  enemy,  he  failed  to  Chefapeak  Bay.   The 
periodical  prevalence  of  foutherly  w^inds  ren- 
dered this  tranfit  no  lefs  difficult  than  fubjeet 
tf^tbAiig.  to  delays;  nor  did  the  fleet,  till  after  a  tedious 
5h«'bcaa*of  P^ff^gc?    enter  the  Chefapeak,    and  gain  the 
Elk,          head  of  Elk,  where  the  troops  were  difembark- 
sSth.        ^^i  ^^^  ^^^^^^  quarters  fixea  at  a  village  iu  tte 

neighbourhood: 
«9th.  On  landinuc,  general  Howe  publiihed  a  Jc* 

Mowejsdc-  eiaration,  defigned  to  remove  the  ill  impref- 
fions  made  by  reports  of  the  conduft  of  his 
troops  in  the  Jerieys^  promifing  pro^iHon  to 
all  who  lliould  return  to  their  homei  ;  the  ob- 
fervance  of  rigid  difcipline  ;   and  the  fevereft 

1  See  V^»&'mgton*a  Letters,  To].ii.  p.  1x5.  e|  pafibn. 
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punifliments  on  thofe  who  plundered  or  xnoleft    chap, 
(lis  majefty*s  well  difpofed  iubjcfts.  xxxl 

As  the  intention  of  the  Britifli  general  to     1777. 
:urn  his  arms  againft  Philadelphia  was  no  longer 
loubtful,  Waihington,  whofc  force  was   aug- 
tXiented  to  fourteen  thoufand,  ull*d  every  effort, 
md  refolved  even  to  hazard  an  engagement  in 
j>rote6lion  of  the  centre  of  the  American  em- 
pire. From  the  head  of  Elk,  Howe  proceeded  3d  Sept. 
:o  Iron-hill,  difperfmg  the  advanced  guards  of 
:he  enemy,  and  being  joined  by  Grant  and 
Knyphauten,  the  united  force  moved  forward  grh. 
n  two  columns. 

The  Americans  retired  before  the  Britifli  "*• 
rbrce,  till  they  gained  a  ftrong  pofition  under  prandy. 
:he  cover  of  woods,  with  intervals  of  open  wine. 
jround  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Brandy  wine, 
I  creek  which  runs  into  the  Delaware  at  Wil- 
mington, and  which  the  Britifl)  army  muftpafs 
:n^  their  route  to  Philadelphia.  At  Chad's 
Ford,  where  the  paffage  M'as  likely  to  be  at- 
tempted, batteries  were  erefted  and  intrcnch- 
nents  formed.  To  this  place  general  Knyp- 
baufen  advanced  with  the  fecond  divifion, 
Forced  a  detached  body  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
^rolfed  the  river,  to  repafs  it  under  cover  of 
their  batteries,  and  commenced  abrifk  cannon- 
ade. This  manoeuvre  was  only  a  feint,  to  with- 
draw the  attention  of  the  Americans  from  a 
more  important  and  effedive  operation :  lord 
Cornwallis,  with  one  column  of  the  army,  by  a 
circuitous  route,  crolfed  the  forks  of  the  Brandy- 
^virie,  and  took  the  road  to  Delworth,  leading 
OTi  the  right  of  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  hfS  lordfliip's  attempt  became  obvious, 
from  the  cannonade  in  that  quarter,  and  the 
evident  confufion    in  the  provincial    troops, 

Knyphaulen, 


508  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAP.    Knynliaufen,  with  his  divifion,  gallantly  paJtrf 
J^^^     the  torcl^  and  carried  the  batteries. 
1777-  General  Sullivan,   with  ten    tboufsnd 

men,  was  difpatched  by  Wafliington  to  oppofc 
lord  Cornwallis :  he  took  pofleflion  of  the 
hcio'hts  above  Rimiingham  church  ;  his  left 
reaching  tOM-ards  the  Brandy  wine ;  bis  artillery 
judicioufly  polled,  and  his  flanks  covered  by 
Aroods.  At  tour  o'clock  the  Britifh  army  be- 
gan the  attack,  and  with  refiftlefs  irapetuofity 
drove  the  enemy  to  their  forefts  for  refuge : 
here  they  were  reinforced,  and  alTumed  a  new 
poft,  but  were  again,  after  a  defperate  refiitance, 
compelled  to  yield  to  the  efforts  of  Britiih  va- 
lour. The  rout  was  complete;  the  American 
army  fled  witli  precipitation,  and  in  various  di- 
rections, while  the  commander  in  chief,  at  the 
head  of  the  corps  he  was  enabled  to  keep  together, 
efcapcd  with  his  cannon  and  baggage  to  Chefter, 
and  paffing  by  Derby  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
puq)ofc  of  recruiting  his  magazines  and  ftores, 
croflcd  the  Schuylkill,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Lancafter  road.  The  lofs  of  the  provincials 
amounted  to  three  hundred  killed,  fix  hundred 
wounded,  and  near  four  hundred  prifoners; 
that  of  the  Britilh  was  a  hundred  flain^  and  four 
hundred  \roundcd.  In  the  evening,  a  part3'of 
Britifh  fent  to  ^ViImington,  took  INfackenlie, 
governor  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  out  of  his  bed, 
and  feized  a  fliallop  lying  in  the  creek,  loaded 
Avith  the  rich  cffMsofthe  inhabitants,  together 
with  the  public  records  of  the  county  ;  a  large 
quantity  of  public  and  private  money  ;  and  all 
the  pa]>crs  and  certificates  belonging  to  the  loan 
and  trcafury  offices. 

The  complete  fucccfs  of  this  day,  was  owing 
principally  to  the  judicious  manoeuvres  of  Sir 
William  Howe,  who  kept  the  enemv  in  a  ftate 

of 
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of  fuch  uncertainty,  with  refpeft  to  his  ultimate  c  H  A  K 
jntentions,  that  no  confiftcnt  plan  of  oppofition   J^i^' 
could  be  formed.  *  Lord  Corn  wallis  alio  cxecut-     ^7;7. 
ed  his  orders  with  promptitude  and  happy  cftecf, 
To  that  no  adequate  dilpofition  could  be  made 
for  refitting  his  progrcfs,  and  the  troops  lie  lirlt 
encountered  were  defeated  before  they  could  be 
reinforced.     In  this  battle  the  foreign  vohui- 
teers  wele  confpicuoufly  engaged  ;  la  Fayette 
•made  his  firft  military  exertion  in  the  American 
caufe,  and  was  wounded  in  the  leg. " 

The  works  for  defence  of  Philadelphia  were  Effort* of 
carried  on  with  unremitting  diligence,  and,  as  thcAmm* 
a  further  protection,  Walhington  directed  mea-  fcnaphu' 
dows  on  Providence  Ifland  to  be  overflowed.  *  laneiphu. 
^o^ve  advanced  with  caution,  endeavouring,  by 
frequent  manoeuvres,  to  diftraft  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  who  conftantly  hovered  before  him, 
.as  if  refolvcd  to  rifk  anotiier  engagement  to 
fave  the  city.     Near   Warren  Tavern,  on  the  iJthSepe, 
Lancafier  road,  both  parties  drew  up  in  order 
of  battle;  but  a  violent  ftorm  of  rain,  which 
lafteda  whole  day  and  nigiit,  prevented  the  en- 
counter, and  the  Americans,  finding  their  am- 
munition fpoilt  by  the  weather,  withdrew  to 
a  place  of  fafety.     Sir  William  Howe,  thusdif- 

a  See  WafKingtoa's  LettersjVol.  ii.  p.  167. 

o  Ueni)  p.  168.  Sir  William  Howe  has  been  reproached,  per- 
Itaps  fumewhat  captiou^y,  with  having  negicded  to  make  the  utmolt 
poifible  advantage  of  the  relulis  of  this  day.  Walhington  himillf 
does  not  appear  to  hav&bcen  of  this  opinion,  and  thofe  writers  who 
cenfur^  the  Bmifb  general  with  the  gre^^teft  alpcnty,  allow,  rh-it  aU 
though  his  troops  were  in  general  in  good  health  and  ipirits,  the 
horfes  were  in  a  moft  milcrablc  contlitioii :  but  even  the  men,  lb  long 
confined  in  tranfportsin  a  hot  feafon,cou{d  noi  imnieliatelj-undsitakc 
iiich  great  exertions,  us  >  a  i-apid  purfuit  of  the  dilcom^ied  eneniy 
would  have  required,  dee  Galloway's  Letters  to  a  NobleiTKm,o:j  the 
condu6l  of  tl]e  war,  p.  74.  j  copied  by  Stedman,  vol.  i.  p.  293.  See 
Waihiugton's  Letters,  on  the  days  cnliiing  the  cngagcnienu 

•  VVafliingtoB's  Lttfers,  vol.  ii.  p.  168. 

appointed, 
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CHAP,  appointed,   marched  tOM'ards  the  Swedes  fotd ; 
^^^    the  Americans  again  made  a  delufive  ibew  of 
1777-     oppofition,  which  he  difregarding,  moved  to- 
wards Reading.  Wafliington,  alarmed  for  the 
ftores,  took  a  new  pofition,  and  left  the  Britiili 
general  in  undifturbed  poffeflion  of  the  roads 
leading  to  Philadelphia. 
«cthScpt.       When  Howe  was  preparing  to  proceed  for 
^"^""  ®^  tliis  city,  he  received  information  that  a  party 
Wayne,     of  fiftten  hundred  men,  under  general  Wayn^ 
was  concealed  in  the  woods,  for  the  purpofeof 
haraiVmg  his  rear ;  and  difpatched  Major-gene- 
ral Grey  to  furprizc  them,  which  he  eife&edia 
a   moll  officer-like  manner.    To  prevent  un- 
tiir.^Iy  alarm,  and  <ronfine  his  men  to  the  ufe  of 
the  bayonet,  the  flints  were  taken  from  their 
pieces :  the  oiit-pofts  were  carried  without  noife, 
three  hinulrcd  were  killed,  and  a  hundred  c^ 
tured  ;  the  remainder  efcaping  with  the  lois  of 
all  their  baggage. 
c«pti>re  of      Th  e  receipt  of  information  by  general  Hove, 
F^iiuad-    at  a  time  when  Waflm\^ton  could  not  obtain 
'^*         the  Icaft  intelligence  ot  the  movements  of  the 
Englifli,  proves  decifively  the  unpopularity  of 
the  American  caufe  even  in  the  immediate  feat 
ajd  Sept,  of  tlieir  government.     ^General  Howe,  paflin^ 
s6tb.        the  Schuylkill  with  his  whole  army,  proceeded 
i7tb.         to  German  Town,  and,   on  the  eniuing  dayi 
lord  Cornwallis  took  undifputed  poffeflion  of 
Philadelphia.  Congrefs,  who  had  refumed  their 
fittings  in  the  city,  w^re  again  obliged  to  fly, 
fir  ft  to  Lancafter,  and    afterwards    to   York 
Town. 

The  non-refiftance  of  the  Americans  on  this 
occafion,  muft  be  imputed  to  their  total  want 
of  information  with  refpeft  to  the  movementi 
of  general  Howe  j  to  the  fagacity  of  bis  ma- 
noeuvre^ 


OEORGE    tIL  511 

noBUvres,  which  enabled  him  to  gain  fo  much   CHAf* 
ground  in  advance  of  the  enemy,  that  it  was    ^^Ji^ 
in  vain  for  Waftiington  to  attempt  overtaking     iff 7^ 
his  rear  ;  to  the  judicious  employment  of  his 
time  fince  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  which 
kept  the  Americans  harafled  with   perpetual 
marching ;  and  to  the  inability  of  that  army  to 
attempt  any  energetic  enterprize  from  their 
mifcrable  condition,  which  extended  even  to  a 
want  of  flioes,  upwaitls  of  a  thoufand  having 
performed  feveral  day's    duty  intireJy   bare- 
foot ^  .        /     ^ 

Although  tlie  capture  of  Philadelphia  was 
objcfted  to  as  ameafure  more  fuited  to  the  clofc, 
than- the  commencement  of  a  campaign,  as  the 
defendc  of  it  would  require  an  army  ;**  yet  the 
polieilion  of  that  city  and  of  German  Town  was 
of  great  importance,  as  it  facilitated  a  commu- 
nication between  tlic  northern  and  fouthern 
provinces,  and  if  the  Delaware  were  opened, 
oetween  the  army  and  navy. 

Bv  the  advice  of  Franklin,  the  Americans  f^**^^ 
had  ufcd  extraordinary  means  to  render  the  DcUw»r«. 
Delaware  unnavigable,  and  the  poflTeflion  of 
Philadelphia  of  no  advantage,  'riiirtecn  gal- 
lies,  two  floating  batteries,  two  zebeqiios,  one 
brig,  one  (liip,  befules  a  number  of  armed  boats, 
fiie-fliips,  and  rafts,  were  confirucccd  or  employ- 
ed for  this  purpofc.  The  Americans  had  alfo 
built  a  fort,  called  Mifflin,  and  raifed  a  con- 
fiderable  battery  on  Mud  Ifland,  which  is  ad- 
mirably fituated  for  the  ereclion  of  works  to 
annoy  Ihipping  in  afccnding  the  Delaware.  It 
li«s  near  the  uiiuUle  of  the  river,  about  Icven  nnlt^ 

P  SceWaihington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  173. 

«  Thi«  faft  jiirtified  Fi^anklin's  obfervation,  that  Sir  Wiltiam  Howe 
had  not  t:ikcn  Philadelphia  ^  but  Philadelphia  had  taken  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe.     Kamiay,  vol.  ii.p.   14.. 

,  billow 
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CHAP,  below  PhiltKulphia :  no  veflel  of  burtheu 
XXYI.  con.e  up  but  bv  the  main  iJiip  cbanuel,  whicii 
1^77.  l>^^^^<-'^  clofe  lO  Aluil  liiaud,  aud  is  very  narro*- 
for  more  tlian  a  milo  below.  Oppolile  fort 
Mitllin  is  a  hcijAbt  called  Red  Bank,  overlook- 
ing tbe  river  and  the  neig:hbouring  country, 
on  uhich  a  rcfpcciable  battery  was  erected. 
Between  thefe  tMO  fortrefl'cs,  which  are  half  x 
mile  afuncier,  tlie  American  naval  annamect 
made  their  harbour  of  retreat.  Two  rangesof 
chcvauK  de  fi  ile  were  alfo  funk  in  the  channe!, 
confilting  of  large  pieces  of  timber,  ftrongly 
framed  together,  in  the  manner  ufual  for  the 
foundation  of  w  harts  in  deep  water.  Several 
*  large  points  of  barbed  iron,  project  ing  down  the 
river,  were  annexed  to  the  upper  parts  of  tbefe 
chevaux  de  frife,  aud  the  whole  was  funk  with 
ftoncs,  fo  as  to  be  about  four  feet  under  the  wa- 
ter at  low  tide.  Their  prodigious  weight  snd 
lirength,  could  not  fail  to  effed  the  deilnic- 
tion  of  any  velVcl  which  came  upon  them. 
Thirty  of  thefe  machines  were  funk  three 
hundred  yards  below  fort  Mifflin,  ftretch- 
ing  in  a  diagonal  line  acrofs  the  channel.  The 
only  open  palfagc  betM  een  two  piers,  lying  clofe 
to  the  fort,  was  fecured  by  a  ftrong  boom,  and 
could  not  be  approached  but  in  a  direS 
line  to  the  battery.  Another  fortification  was 
erected  on  a  high  bank  on  the  Jcrfey  Ihore, 
called  Billingl'port,  and  oppofite  to  tliis  another 
range  of  chevaux  de  frile  was  depofited,  leaving 
only  a  narrow  and  Uiallow  channel  on  the  one 
lide.  There  was  alfo  a  temporary  battery  of 
two  heavy  cannon  at  the  mouth  of  Mantua 
Creek,  about  the  midway  from  Red  Bank  to 
Billingfport. 
iftoa.  •  A  DETACHMENT  uudcr  colonel  Sterling, 
^'"'"1^^  crotfed  the  Delaware,  and  taking  poffeffion  of 
^  .  Billingfport 
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Billingfport  without  oppofition,  enabled  captain  chap/ 
Hammond,  of  the  Koebuck,  partially  to  remove  J^S 
;he  lower  line  of  chevaux  de  frile ;  but  the  two     i777* 
ipper  lines  ftill  remained,  with  the  forts  which 
lefended  them,  in  poflTeffion  of  the  Americans, 
inch  was  the  pofition  of  affairs    M'hen   lord 
Frowe,  after  a  boifterous  palHige,  arrived 'with 
lis  fleet  from  the  Elk  river,  and  anchored  on 
:he  Weftern  fljore  from  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
lowh  to  Reedy  Ifland. 

At  this  period,  Waihington  having  gained  AaioA  at 
ntelligence,  through  two  intercepted  letters,  of  Xow" 
ihe  expedition  againft  Billingfport,  and  re- 
ceived reinforcements  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
Tom  the  forts  in  the  iflands,  by  way  of  Peek's 
Ftill,  and  one  thoufandfrom  Virginia,  decamp- 
ed at  feven  in  the  evening  from  Skippack  3d.0£t 
Creek,  diitant  about  feventeen  miles,  and  at  4tb* 
lawn  of  day  attacked  the  fortieth  regiment, 
>ofted  at  the  head  of  German  Town,  and 
obliged  them  to  retreat.  The  commanding 
>fficer,  lieutenant-colonel  Mufgrave,  placed  five 
companies  in  a  large  (tone  houfe  in  the  village 
'ronting  the  enemy,  thus  arrefting  their  career, 
kvhile  the  Britifli  troops  got  under  arms,  Wafli- 
ngton  furrounded  this  houfe  with  a  brigade, 
tnd  four  pieces  of  cannon,  but  Mufgrave 
•efufed  to  furrender,  and  from  the  windows 
lid  confiderable  execution  till  affiftance  ar- 
ived.  The  Americans  were  foon  defeated,  and 
compelled  to  retreat ;  which  by  favour  of  a 
thick  fog  they  effefted  with  all  their  artilleiy  : 
their  lofs  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners ;  that'of  the  BHtifli  to 
[ix  hundred,  including  general  Agnew  and  co- 
lonel Bird.  Walhington  was  guilty  of  au 
cgregions  error  in  delaying  his  proCTcfg  to  be- 
fiege  the  ftone  houfe :  if  he  had  left  a  corps  tb 
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obferveit,  and  proceeded  with  his  maiii  fcrrc 
the  total  defeat  of  the  EngUlli  army  was  ex- 
tremely probable. 

The  grand  objeft  of  freeing  the  navigati' n 
of  the  Delaware  w  as  eagerly  purfiied  by  tl.r 
Englilh,  and  no  Ids  vigorouUy  opposed  by  the 
enemy.  M'alhington,  clcrj)airing  of  nuikir:^ 
another  ettectual  attack  on  the  Britiih  Ibrcr. 
detached  large  reinforcements  to  thcgarrifons. 
and  enconraged  exertion  by  liberal  promifes  of 
reward.  Since  the  capture  of  Billingfport  the 
Americans  had  negligently  been  permitted  to 
fortify  Red  Hank,  which  was  now  attacked  I»t 
a  detachment  under  count  Donop,  a  brave  aiJ 
high  fpirited  Crernian  olVicer.  lie  advanceti 
to  the  alfault  through  a  moft  tremendous  tire, 
not  only  from  the  works  but  from  the  galileN 
and  floating  batteries  on  the  river  ;  drove  th« 
enemy  from  an  extenfivc  outwork,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  take  flieltef  in  the  redoubt,  xvhich 
for  want  of  fcaling  ladders  could  not  be  forced; 
and  it  was  owing  to  this  unpardonable  neglect 
that  this  ref(»lute  band  had  the  mortification 
of  feeing  the  fruits  of  their  gallantry  elude  their 
grafp.  The  brave  Donop,  extended  on  tl^e  earth, 
his  thigh  frafturcd  by  a  mulket  ihot,  could  no; 
accompany  his  troo[)S  in  their  retreat,  which 
was  no  lefs  perilous  than  their  onfet :  he  fe!l 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  expired  in  a 
few  days. 

The  lofs  of  land  forces  in  killed  and  M'ound- 
ed  was  about  four  hundred ;  but  this  was  not 
the  whole  amount  of  the  difafter.  Several 
floops  of  war  were  ordered  to  move  up  the 
river  to  affift  in  the  atUick ;  two  of  them,  the 
Augufla  and  Merlin,  ran  aground ;  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  during  au  attack  from  the 
.enemy,  the  Augufta  took  .fire  and  blew  up  with 
,    .        '  a  few 
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a  few  of  the  crew  ;  and  all  efforts  to  float  the  chap. 
Merlin  failing  in  their  eflFe^  flie  was  abandoned    xxxi. 
and  burnt.  1777. 

Preparations  for  reducing  Mud  Ifland  Thcene- 
proceeded  flowly,  on  account  of  the  natural  "^^L^* 
impediments;  and  when  they  were  finiflied,  fome  takSf^ 
clays  elapfed  before  the  fleet  could  co-operate  in 
the  attack.     At  length,  a  vigorous  cannonade,  ,5th  to 
in  every  direftion,  compelled  the  enemy  to  re-  ij^Hor^ 
tire ;  tlie  redoubt  at  Red  Bank  was  abandoned 
on  the  approach  of  lord  Comwallis ;  the  greater 
part  of  the  American  veflels  were  burnt ;  the 
chevaux  de  frife  were  with  difficulty  weighed, 
and  the  Delaware  atlaft  opened. 

Washington   being    reinforced    by    four  Washing, 
thoufand  men  from   the  northern  army,  en-  *®"  ^^' 
camped  at  White  Marfh,  an  advantageous  fta-  whftc* 
tion,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  Marih. 
General  Howe,  in  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  an  4th  to  9th 
engagement,  quitted  Philadelphia,  and  hovered  ^^ 
for  leveral  days   about  the  American  camp, 
forcing  their  outpofts,  and  endeavouring   by 
^very  manoeuvre  to  urge  them  to  action,  but 
finding  at  length  all  his  efforts  unavailing, 
he    returned  to   the   city,    and   Wafhington 
unwilling  to  relinquifli  his  ftrong  pofition,  dif- 
fered the  rear  of  the  EngUfli  to  retire  unmp- 
lefted. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year,  •  Waihingtdn  rer  ^"ts  hit 
moved  from  White  Marfli  to  Valley JPorge^  ^^^ 
where  he  took  up  his  winter  quarters.      He  Forge, 
preferred  this  fituation  to  a  more  comfortable 
and  convenient  refidence  in  Lancafter,  York, 
or    Carlifle,    becaufe   it    afforded  him:  better 
means  of  reprefling  the    difpofition    of  th^ 
countty  to  defert  the  caufe  gf  congrefs,  and 
narrowed  the  influence  of  the  Britifli   com- 
Kianders  to  the  very  fpot  of  their  refidence. 

I.  L  4  Hl« 
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CHAP.    His  troops  were  in  a  ftate  of  iuph  deplorable 
^^^^    mifery,  that  tlicir  march  from  one  place  of  tn- 

1777.  campment  to  I  lie  other,  might  be  traced  bv  ihe 
blood  Avhich  their  bare  feet  left  in  the  fno^, 
and  hundreds  were  without  blankets.  It  con- 
veys a  ihong;  inftimce  of  Walliington'<i  intlu- 
enceover  thefe  men,  that  he  not  only  induced 
them  to  brave  with  him  the  inclemency  of  a 
whole  'winter,  but  to  undertake  the  diiiicult 
ami  unufual  tafk  of  building  huts  for  their  re* 
ficlence,  as  a  fubftitute  for  tents  :  nor  is  it  ]cs 
honourable  to  the  character  of  this  generd 
that  once  only  on  an  urgent  neceility,  lie  ven- 
tured to  fupply  the  wants  of  his  troops,  Ijy  1 
comj)ulfory  rcquifition  :  he  took  tliis  ircp  viili 
.  infinite  regret,  and  teftificd,  without  dc]:iy,  Lis 

repugnance  ever  again  to    i^ractice  a  timikr 
expedient/ 
SirWii-         On   the  part   of   the   Britiih    general,   the 
ham  Howe  tranfaftions  of  the  campaign  might  he  confi- 
winter'      dcrcd  glorious.     He  began  late,  and  is  accufed 
quaiicrs.     of  not  cxtrac^ing  the  utmoft  advantage  from 
Ills  fuccelfcs  ;  but  he  gained  two  brilliant  vic- 
tories in  the  fields  drove  the  enemy  before  hire, 
took  the  city'M'hich  ^\as  the  I'eat  of   govern- 
ment-,   and-  repeatedly   braved    the  American 
•army  to  a  new- conflict  ;  yet   the  I^ritilJi  caiife 
was  not  advanced  ;  the  rival  army   nuiintainrd 
•  -a  pofition  within  eighteen  miles  of  the  city, 
•  ,  V  and  all  Howe's- advantages  were  reduced  to 
-.  -  the  acqiiifition  -of  comfortable  winter  quarters 
in  Philadelphia..  \ 

ofTc'cr.      GfeVERAL  BiTRGOYJSE  conduttcd  the  cain- 
nidiaa       paigti  in  tJic  Noitli :  his  appointment  was  in- 
army-        ^iiifpicioii8>  as  it  oecafioned  a  meritorious  and 
Adeemed  oflicerj^  Sir  Gwy  Carleton,  to  refign 

A.   :.ir:f  ScQ  Wa/hipgton'5Lctt^s,vol.  ii.  p,  ^2z« 
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his    government  in  difguft.     From  this  expe-  chaPv 
dition,  and  the  profperous  fituation  of  affairs  ^^ 
^t  the  end  of  the  laft  feafon,  the  higheft  expeda-     «777. 
ttons  were  formed  :  a  body  of  feven  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventy-threc  veteran  troops, 
exclufive  of  a  corps   of  artillery,  abundantly 
fupplied)  and  led  by  fele6l  and  experienced  ot- 
ficera,  was  fent  from  England ;  and  vaft  quan^ 
tities  of  military  (lores  were  furnillicd  for  tli^ 
ufe  of  Canadians  who  fliould  enter  the  Britiih 
fervice. 

Sev ERA  L  nations  of  favages,  on  the  backfct-  obferva- 
tlements  and  borders  of  the  Wcttern  lakes,  join-  g^°"*^**"^^* 
ed  this  anny,  a  tranfaftion  which  was  feverely  mem  of 
cenfured  in  print,  and  in  the  Britifti  fenate.     lu  <*^'S«s. 
the  declaration  of  independence  the  American 
congrefs  made  fimilar  complaints,  but  without 
fufficient  reafon.     The  employment  of  fubft- 
diary  forces  in  any  war,  foreign  or  civil,  is  a  prac- 
tice in  which  all  nations  concur,  and  againft 
which,  in  general,  no  arguments  are  advanced, 
except  fucTKas  arife  from  prejudice  and  party 
heat.     The  Indians  had  been  engaged  in  former 
wars  by  the  Americans,  the  French  and  the  Eng- 
lifli,  without  exception  or  reproach.     But  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  it  M'as  faid  that  the  Americans  being 
our  brethren,  and  the  Indians  untutored  and  re-r 
morfelefs  favages,  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
retained  as  the  allies  of  Britai n.  From  reiterated 
wrongs,  from  cruelties  and  injuries,  which  de- 
grade thofe  who  praftife  them  far  more  tlian 
merely  following  the  impulfes  of  uncultivated 
nature,  thefe  favages  M^ere  become  the  inveterate 
and  implacable  foes  of  the  American  colonifts. 
The  earliefl  accounts  from  the  American  fettlers 
were  replete  with  narratives  of  wars  between 
them  and  the  natives,  with  accounts  of  efforts  to 
cajole  them  into  fubjeftion,  and  of  maffacres 
X  L  3  which 
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CHAP,  which  enfued  from  their  endeavours  to  maintain 
r  ^^^"  undifturbcd  poireflion  of  their  own  territories 
^  '  The  force  and  purfe  of  Great  Britain  bad 
often  been  exerted  in  defending  the  colonim 
againft  thefe  favages ;  and  the  Americans,  with 
wicked  policy,  called  in,  for  their  fubJHgatioB, 
an  ally  more  eft'e6tive  and  dreadful  than  the 
muflcetorthefword — the  fmall-pox^;  with  which 
contagion  they  contrived  periodically  to  in- 
feft  tncfe  ignorant  people. "  A  ftate  of  hol- 
tility  was  therefore  natural  between  the  Ame- 
ricans and  the  favages,  and  no  more  was  necef- 
fary  than  for  Great  Britain  to  withdraw  her 
forces  from  protefting  the  colonies,  to  incline 
them  to  take  up  arms.  Their  ferocity  in  vic- 
tory was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  their 
\infkilfulnefsinconfli6l;  and  perhaps  was  grofely 
exaggerated,  in  order  to  furnifh  popular  topics 
of  declamation,  and  give  foundation  for  the 
accufation  urged  againft  the  king  in  the  de- 
claration of  congreis. 

ly  this  mode  of  confidering  the  fubject, 
perhaps  the  ufe  of  fuch  auxiliaries  might  be 
juftified  in  the  abftra6t;  but  in  fad  the  Ameri- 
cans had  no  right  to  complain,  for  they  firii 
aflbciated  the  favages  with  them  in  attacking 
the  Englijfli.  None  of  thefe  people  were  en- 
gaged in  the  king's  fervice,  till  the  action  attiie 
Cedars  in  1776;  whereas  in  the  campaign  of 
the  preceding  year,  a  body  of  Indians  was 
brought  down  againft  his  majefty's  troops  in 
New  England,  and  the  Northern  provinces. 
The  committee  of  Carolina,  early  in  the  fame 
yean  fent  a  deputation  to  the  Cherokees,  not 
merely  to  engage  them  to  take  up  arms,  but 
alfo  to  invite  the  afl'aflination  of  an   oftenfive 

•  Tucker's  l^T^i  ▼.  PcdicaU9D,  p.  ¥1, 
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individual.     Early  in  1776,  an  attack ^'as  alfo  chap. 
made  on  the  Ifle  of  Tybee  by  Indians,   and  v^^^ 
Americans  difguifed  like  them,  who  with  their     »777- 
liabit  adopted  their  manners,  and  fcalped  leve- 
ral  mariners  and  a  fliip's  carpenter.  *     In  fa6l, 
it  appears  from  incontrovertible  evidence,  that 
from  the  firft  moment  of  refolving  on  hofti- 
lities,  the  Americans  were  anxious  to  employ  the 
Indians  on  their  fide ;  that  they  maintamed  an 
active  intercourfe  with  them,  by  means  of  mif- 
fionaries,  and  when  they  found  at  laft,  that  the 
Englifl],  having  more  refources,  and  a  greater 
facility  in  making  prefents,  could  more  effec- 
tually attach  the  Indians  to  their  caufe,  they 
reluftantly  gave  up  the  attempt,  and  contented 
themfelves   with  requiring  only  their  friend- 
fliip  and  neutrality. ' 

As  it  was  Burgoyne's  intereft  to  keep  his  S"*'- ^ 
regular  troops  as  much  as  poflible  together,  the  p^^^^, 
inhabitants  of  Canada  were  obliged  to  furnifli  tions. 
men  fufficient  to  occupy  the  woods  on  the  fron» 
tiers,  prevent  defertion,  procure  intelligence, 
and  intercept  all  communication  between  the 
enemy  and  the  malccontents  in  the  province. 
They  were  alfo  required  to  provide  men  for  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications  at  Sorel,  St. 
John's,  and  Ifle  aux  Noix,  and  horfcj;  for  the 
carriage   of  provifions,    artillery,   and  {lores, 
and  were  employed  in  repairing  the  roads  which 
were  deftroyed  by  thefe  preparations. 

Having  completed  thefe  arrangements,  i6th  June. 
Burgoyno  departed  from  St.  John's,  preceded  He  arrives. 
by  a  naval  force,  under  commodore  Lutwych,  Point?^" 

t  Anfwer  to  the  declaration  of  the  American  congreft,  p.  ip8. 

»  WaHiingrton^s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  48. 174.  Sec  alfo  a  very  can- 
did account  of  all  the  tranfa£tions  between  the  infurgents,  the  Britifh, 
and  the  C^WL^Sy  in  Ramfay's  Hiltory  of  the  American  KevolutioDj 
irol.  lit  c.  xnU'u 

L  L  4  which 


520  HISTORY   OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  which  the  enemy  could  notoppofe;    and  the 
J^^    troops  beini;  landed  Avithout  refiftance,  vere 

1777-      encamj)ed  at  and  near  Croun  Point. 
Warfcaft.       Jy    this  pofition,   the  general  gave  a  irai 
fealt  to  the  Indians,  accompanied  with  an  ex- 
«9thjunc.  hortatlon   to  abiraiii   from  cruelty,  and  iffued 
ProcUma-   ^  proclamation,  Ibmewliat  pompous  and  florid, 
but  in  its  general  tenor  fufficiently  moderate. 
It  difpla\'ed  the  motives  by  which  Great  Britain 
-was  impelled  to  take  up  arms,  defcribed  in  ani- 
mated terms  the  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  h}-po- 
crify  with  which,  under  pretence  of  fecuring 
liberty,  and  promotino-  the  caufe  of  religion, 
the  congrefs  oppreflea  the  people  of  America. 
Itpromiled  encouragement  and  employment  to 
thofe  who  would  arm  in  the  Britilh  caufe,  pro- 
teflion  to  the  domeftic,    induflrious,    infirm, 
and  even  to  the  timid,  provided  they  would 
remain  at  home,  and  offer  no  impediment  to 
the  progrefs  or  fupplies  of  the  army  ;  and  en- 
gaged that  payment  in  folid  coin,  at  an  equi- 
table rate,   lliould  be  made  for  all  provifions 
brought  to  the  camp.     The  health,  difciphne, 
and  valour  of  the  troops  M'ere  defcanted  on  in 
boaftful  phrafe;    the  celerity  and  certainty  ot 
deftruftion  by  the  Indian  forces,  were  exhi- 
bited in  a  figurative  ftyle,  analogous  to  their 
mode  of  oratory  ;  and  the  vengeance  of  the 
ftate  was  denounced  againft  thofe  who,   not- 
withftanding  the  conciliatory  endeavours  of 
the  general,  ihould  ftill  continue  infeSed  with 
the  frenzy  of  hoftiUty.      "  The  meflengers  of 
"  juftice,  and  of  Avrath, ''    he  faid,    "  await 
"  them  in  the  field ;  and  devaftation,  famine, 
*'  and  every  concomitant  horror,  that  a  re- 
'^  luctant,  but   indifpenfable    profecution    of 
"  military  duty  muft  occafion,  will  bar  the 
"  way  to  their  return."    As  Burgoyne's  force 

con- 
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confifted   of  Britifli  and  iGerman   regiments,  chap, 
with  light  troops,  compofed  of  Indians  and    xxxi. 
Canadians,  the  obje6l  of  tliis  vcrbofe  proclama-    \j)^ 
tion  was,  at  once  to  ftimulate  general  exertion 
in  a  canfe  felt  only  by  the  liritifh  corps  as  a 
matter  of  national  intereft,  and  to  alarm  the 
enemy,    on  account  oF  the   probable   confe- 
qences  of  an  Indian  attack,  however  reftrained 
by  the  general's  regulations,  and  the  promifes  of 
their  chiefs. 

The  Americans,   fince  they  had  obtained  Forti^a- 
poffeffion  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  ^^o^ 
had  increafed  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications,  Point  and 
and  extended  the  means  of  defence  by  Xvorks  ^^^^ 
on   Mount  Independence,    which    they    had      ** 
united  to  Ticonderoga  by  a  ftrong  bridge  of 
twenty-two  funk  piers,     llad  thefe  fortifica- 
tions been  fufficiently  manned,  they  could  long 
have  withftood  all  the  elforts  of  the  Britilli 
army  ;    but  general  St.  Clair  had  only  three 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-fix  Americans, 
including  nine  hundred  militia,  badly  equipped 
and  worie  armed,  for  the  defence  of  pofitions 
which  required  three  times  that  number. 

On  his  arrival  at  Crown  Point,  Burgoync  30th  Joi«; 
iffued  orders  to  his  army,  in  which  he  told  them  7*^*J[4d! 
that  the  fervices  required  were  critical  and  con- 
fpicuous ;  occafions  might  occur,  in  which  nor 
difficulty,  nor  labour,  nor  life,  were  to  be  re- 
garded ;  but  the  army  muft  not  retreat.  His 
firft  objed;  being  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga, 
in  a  few  days  he  had  nearly  fuarounded  the 
works  of  tliat  fortrefs,  by  the  German  regi- 
jnents  under  general  Reidefel,  and  of  Mount 
Independence  with  the  Britilh  ;  while  general 
Philips  ereded  a  battery  on  Sugar  Loaf  Hill, 
which  in  a  great  degree  commanded  both, 
though  not  nearer  thw  li&teen  hundred  yards. 

The 
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CHAP.  The  Americans,  for  want  of  numbers,  had  not 
^xxxL     been  able  to  occupy  this  height     Thus  cir- 
1777'      ciimftancecl,  St  Clair  called  a  council  of  War; 
and    his   officers   unanimoufly   agreeing  that 
their  whole  force  could  not,  even  if  on  con- 
ftant  duty,  prevent  the  capture  of  the  place,  a 
5th.  July,    retreat  was  efFefled  by  night  towards  Skenes- 
Sccflcmy,  horough,  the  baggage,   provifions,    and  fiores 
.         '  being  difpatched  in  batteaux.     When  the  da^Ti 
enabled  the  Britifli  forces  to  difcern  this  un- 
expected  event,    a   purfuit  M'as   commenced; 
commodore   Lutwych  removed  fome  ponder- 
ous, but   iinperfett   obftrudions   funk   in    the 
w'ater;    and   major  Carter  of  the  Britilh   ar- 
tillery,   with    gun-boats   manned    as    in    the 
preceding  year,  overtook  part  of  the  enemy's 
veffels  at  Skenelborough,   captured   five,   and 
obliged  them  to  dellroy  all  their  preparations 
at  that  place.     Burgoyne   advanced   with   the 
main  body  to  South    Bay,  which  the  enemy 
evacuated,  fetting  fire  to  their  mills,  works, 
and  llorc-houfcs. 
Aaionbc-       BniGADiER-GEXERAL  Frazer,  being  de- 
twfcn  gc-    tached  to  purfue  the  fugitives   by  land  from 
pcraJFia-  ^Jouut  Independence,  overtook  their  rear,  cod- 
co^onci       filling  of  fifteen  hundred  chofen  troops,  under 
Francis,     the   Command  of  colonel  Francis,  and  com- 
menced an  engagement  near  Huberton,  though 
greatly  inferior  in   numbei^ :    the  arrival   of 
foiiie  Germans  under  general  Reidefcl,  who, 
by  a  feint,  made  his  force  feem  greater  than  it 
really  was,   decided  tlie  day ;  the  Americans 
precipitately  fled ;  their  commander,  with  feve- 
ral  other  officers,  and  two  hundred  men,  were 
killed ;    a  fimilar  number    captured,    and  fix 
iiundred  are  fuppofed  to  have  died  of  their 
wounds  undifcovered  in  the  woods.     Another 
divifir^n  of  the  garrifon  was  puifued  by  colonel 

liill, 
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Hill,  who*  routed  them  with  great  (laughter,  chap. 
compelling  them  toi  retreat  to  the  heights  of  J^^^, 
Fort  Edward,  after  fetting  fire  to  Fort  Anne.      *77y- 
On  the  defeat  of  colonel   Francis,    St.  Clair,  12th  J«ly. 
after  a  fatiguing  inarch,  joined  general  Schuyler 
atFort  Ed  ward,  where  the  whole  American  force, 
including  militia,  did  not  exceed  four  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  men  ;*  ami   if  the  country, 
within  a  reafonable  diftance,  could  have  been 
reckoned  upon  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  army, 
Burgoyne  might  have  followed  his  fuccefles, 
and  efteftually  prevented  the  formation  of  any 
American  corps,  to   check  the  progrefs  of  his 
troops  to  New  York,  unlcfs  Walhington  moved 
againft  him.    But  as  the  obtaining  of  neceflaries 
could  not  be  rendered  certain,  his  fole  depen- 
dence was  on  fupplies  of  fait  provifions  from 
England,  brought  through  Canada,  and  over 
the  lakes  Champlain  and  George,  with  infinite 
labour. 

PuRSU  iNO  his  route  to  Albany,  by  the  road  Jj^^l^* 
leading  from  Skenefborough  to  Hudfon\s  river,  of  Bur. 
Burgoyne  experienced  inconceivable  diflScul-  goyne's 
ties  and  delays.     The  dillance  was  only  a  few  ^^^^^^ 
miles ;  but  nature  and  the  eiForts  of  the  enemy 
had  clogged  it  with   accumulated    obftacles. 
The  Americans,  under  the  direftion  of  general 
Schuyler,  felled  large  trees  from  a  continued 
foreft  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  and  into  Wood 
Creek,  fo  as  to  fall  acrofs  with  their  branches 
interwoven.     The  face  of  the   country  being 
broken  with  creeks  and  marflies,  they  had  no 
lefs  than  forty   bridges  to  conftru6t,    one  of 
Avhich  was  over  a  morafs,  two  miles  in  extent. 
This  difficult  march  could  not  be  avoided  in 

'  St.  Clair  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  cowardice,  incapa-  ' 
ci^y,  and  tieac^cr     in  evacuating  ^Ticonderoga^  but  honourably 
^cauitted. 

pafling 
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CHAP.  pafTing  from  Skencfborougli    to  Ticondero^. 
,^^^    It  was  not  poffible  to  proceed  by  tlie  fide  of 
1777.      lake  Georj^e,   (there  being  no  road  for  thirty- 
fix  miles)  and  boats  mult  have  been  drawn  tor 
the   army  over  land  by  men,  from  Saw-mill 
Creek  on  lake  Champlain,  into  lake  George,  a 
diftance  of  nearly  two  miles.     This  decided 
Burgoyne   to  proceed   in*  two   columns^    tlic 
troops  in  general  pafling   by  Skeneiborough, 
while  the  fmall  coq)S,  for  which  boats  could 
14th  to      be  got  into  lake  George,  took  that  route,  co- 
»9thjuly.  vered  by  fome  artillery  in  gun-boats.     The 
Americans  had  a  force  of  that  kind  on  \bt 
lake,  but  finding  it  infufficient  for  refiltance, 
deftroyed  it  as  the  Britilh  advanced. 
ThcAmc-      This  flow  progrefs  afforded  the  Americans 
ricans  re-    time  to  rccruit  tlieir  forces,  and  revive  enthuti- 
fwcw!^*'    afm.     The  difcomfited  and  retreating  army  was 
reduced  to  two  thoufand  fevca  hundred  men; 
but,  placed    between  the  inhabitants  and  the 
Britilh   general,  they  formed   a  point  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  abated  the  panic  of  the  people; 
their  exertions  verified  the  obfervation  of  St, 
Clair  on   abandoning  Ticonderoga,    that  be 
loth  July.  ^^^^  l^ft  ^  P^^^  ^^^*^  faved  a  ftate/     Burgoyne 
Prociama-   having   iiUicd  a  proclamation,    requiring  de- 
Burffoync  •  P^^atious  of  ten  perfons  from  each  to wn^iip  to 
attend  him  ;it  Skenelborough,  Schuyler  pub- 
and^s  bu     ^^^^^^  ^    counter-proclamalion,  reciting  with 
1^.  ^  "^.  exaggerations  the  violences  committed  by  the 
Britilh  army  in   New  Jerfey,    exhorting  the 
people  not  to  attend  to  the  promifes  of  the 
general,  on  pain  of  being  confidered  traitors, 
and  commanding  the  militia  to  join  him  with- 
out delay.      Thefe  demands  were  more  than 
complied  with;  an  univerfal  alacrity  prevailed,' 
the  formalities  of  convening,  draughting,  and 

J  y  Sec  his  letter  to  congrcfs.  Remembrancer,  voL  r.  p.  357. 

appomting 
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appointinp:  officers  were  difpenfed  with;  and  chap. 
numbers  flocked  in  with  their  arms,  on   the    ^^ 
mere  perfuafion  of  general  danger.     The  em-      1777- 
ployment  of  fo  large  an  Indian  force,  with- 
out letting  them  ufe  their  naturally  cruel  mode 
of  M-arfare,  and  the  confequent  appearance  of 
exaggeration  in  difplaying  .its  terrors,  contri- 
buted to  this  elfeft  in  the  minds  oflhe  Ameri- 
cans, while  the  Indians,  deprived  of  plunder 
and  fcalps  by  Burgoyne  3  injiunctions,  gradually 
ileferted  when  no  more  prefcnts  were  expefted ; 
and,   as  fome  were  fifteen  hundred  miles  dif- 
tant  from  home,  an  early  retreat  was  neceflary 
to  reach  their  refidence  before  the  upper  lakes 
Avere  frozen. 

The  New  England  ftates  being  very  po- 
pulous, an  army  poured  iu  from  the  woods 
and  mountains  as  weli  as  the  towns,  which,  by  , 
reinforcements  from  other  provinces,  foon 
amounted  to  thirteen  thoufand  men  :  inflamed 
by  daily  declamations  againft  Britifli  and  In- 
dian  cruelty,"   and  animated  with  the  Irope 

»  The  principsl  inftance  of  Indian  cniclty,  and  which  was  co- 
niouily  defcanteii  on  bo(h  in  America  and  England,  was  tbeilor^r  of 
Mifs  Macrea.  This  unfortunate  event,  divcltcd  of  all  rhetorical 
and  party  appendant,  is  thus  related  by  Ramfay:  (HVftoi7ofihe 
American  Revolution,  v.  ii.  p.  37.)  "  This  young  lady,  in  the  inno- 
"  cence  of  youth,  and  bloom  ot  beauty  j  the  daughter  of  a  ileady 
*«  loyalift,  and  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  Britifti  ofHcer,  was,  on 
•«  the  very  day  of  her  intended  nuptials,  maiTacred  by  the  favage 
"  auxiliaries  attached  to  the  Britifh  army.  'Mv,  Jones,  her  lover, 
*<  from  an  anxiety  for  her  fafciy,  engaged  fome  Indians  to  remove 
**  her  from  amgng  the  Americans,  and  promifed  to  reward  the 
*'  perfon  who  (hpuid  bring  her  fafe  to  him,  with  a  barrel  of  rum. 
•*  Two  of  the  Indians  who  had  conveyed  her  fome  diftance,  on 
**  the  way  to  her  intended  hu(band,  difputed  whic)i  of  them  (honld 
<<  prefent  her  to  Mr*  Jones.  Both  were  anxious  for  the  rerfard* 
<«  One  of  them  killed  her  with  his  tomahawk,  to  prevent  the  other 
^  from  receiving  it.  Burgbyne  obliged  the  Indians  to  deJiver  up 
**  the  murderer,  suid  threaten^  to  pnc  him  to  death.  His  ii^  was 
**  only  fpared  upon  the  Indians  ageing  to  terms,  which  the.  general 
^^  thought  would  be  more  crficacious  than  an  execution,  in  precent- 
•«  idg.6milar  mifchtefs,** 

that 
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CHAP,  that  the  royal  army,  hy  puflnng  forwarf 
^^^  through  a  country  deftltute  of  provifions. 
1777.  would,  in  the  end,  be  incapable  of  advancing 
or  retreating,  for  want  of  fupplics. 
siegt  of  When  Burgoyne  quitted  Canada,  brigadier- 
suiiwia.  g^n^^ai  Si  Lcger  was  detached  M'ith  two  hun- 
dred Britilh,  two  hundred  American  lovalifts, 
and  a  number  of  German  chaficurs,  to  meet 
four  hundred  Indians,  making  up  a  force  of 
about  a  thoufand  men.  He  proceeded  by  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  croflihg  lake  Ontario, 
between  Niagara  and  Ofwcgo,  invefted  Fort 
Stanwix  with  this  force,  and  eight  light  field 
pieces,  not  being  able  to  carry  a  befieging  ar- 
tillery, and  hoping  to  fuccced  by  an  aflault 
ith  Aug.  Qj.  the  terror  of  the  Indians.  A  party  of 
militia  fent  to  raife  the  fiege,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Harkimer,  were  defeated  by 
the  Indians  in  a  very  gallant  action,  but  they 
loft  a  great  many  of  their  warriore,  and  tlie 
garrifon,  unaM'cd  by  the  failure  of  this  at- 
tempt, and.  undaunted  by  infmuations  of  the 
ungoveraable  ferocity  of  the  Indians,  refufed 
to  furrender.  Two  enterprizing  officers,  lieii- 
tenant-coloncl  Willctt,  and  lieutenant  Stock- 
well,  paffing  by  niglit,  undifcovered,  through 
the  works  of  the  befiegcrs,  imparted  to  Schuy- 
ler the  fituatiou  of  the  fort.  A  body  for  its 
relief  had  already  been  difpatched  under  gene- 
ral Arnold ;  but  before  their  arrival  St.  Lcger 
had  relinquillied  the  attempt.  A  peribn  de- 
puted fro ni  the  garrifon  alarmed  the  Indians  by 
accounts  of  the  vaft  force  which  wascomingta 
atta<!*k  them;  and  made  fuch  a  deep imprcflion 
on  this  part  of  St.  Leger's  army,  that  part  o( 
theni  decamped,  and  the  reft  threatened  to 
follow,  unlefs  the  Britifh  commander  vouJd 
1*  Aug.  j.^jj.g^j  S|.  i^ger,  thus  defertcd  by  great  part 
•     .  of 
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of  his  force,  M^as  obliged  ta  abandon  his  opera-  chap. 
tions  Avith  fuch  precipitancy,  that  the  tents  and  xxxi. 
confiderable  quantities  of  itores  fell  into  the  1777. 
bands  of  the  garrifon.  The  Indians,  whofe 
barbarities,  unreftrained  by  the  fevereft  injunc- 
tions, and  reported  with  mahgni|.nt  exaggera- 
tions, had  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Ijritiih 
caufe,  difappoiiited  ot  other  plunder,  began 
pillaging  the  baggage  and  provifions  of  the 
liriti/h  troops.  Such  was  the  termination  of 
an  enterprize  from  which  Burgoyne  expefcted  a 
cliverfion  in  the  firll  inftance  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  finally  an  addition  to  his.  own  by  a 
jundion  with  general  St  Leger,  at  the  point 
where  the  Mohawk  river  falls  into  the  liud- 
fon's,  between  Saratoga  and  Albany. 

l)u KING  this  attempt  upon  Fort  Stanwix,  Expedition 
Burgoywe  concei ve<l  that  a  rapid  move  forward  *?  ^"•" 
would  be  productive  of  general  advantages;  *"^"* 
but  the  difficulty  of  enfuringprovifions,  and  the 
want  of  ox -teams,  carriages,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  making  that  a  moll  hazardous  under- 
taking, he  was  induced  to  fend  a  party  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  fupply  from  the 
<?nemy's  ftores  near  Bennington.  Deluded  by 
erroneous  ftatements  of  the  amicable  dilpo(itior.*3 
of  the  country,  he  detached  a  force  confifting 
only  of  fix  hundred  men.  The  Germans  were 
feleded  for  this  purpofe,  as  the  country  -was 
equally  favourable  for  their  employment  in  tliis 
as  ia.ny  other  detached  operation  from  the  main 
force,  and  general  Reidefers  owndifmounted  re- 
giment of  dragoons  formed  a  part  of  the  force 
in  order  to  procure  horfes,  as  Burgoyne  had  no 
other  cavalry.  Tlie  whole  was  commanded  by 
colonel  Bauo).  On  the  fecond  day  of  his 
march,  after  obtaining  fome.  flight  fucccfle&, 
he  was  informed  tlwtthe  eneniy  wereaffeijiblinof 

in 
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CHAP    in  ffreat  force  from  New  Hampflure  ancjthe 
xxxi."   borders  of  C^onneaicut,  for  the  dttence  of  Ben- 
"l^yT"  nincrton.  He  therefore  halted  at  Walloon  Creek, 
and  after  takint;  the  bcft  pofition  in  his  power  al 
St.Creik's  Mills  near  Bennington,  difpatcheda 
ir.effen^er  to  apprize  Burojoyneof  hisfituation. 
D.r«t  of    A  bodv  of  five  hundred  G  erman  irrenadiers  aiid 
Colonel      |i„]^^  infantry  was  fcnt  to  his  iuccour,   undt-r 
^"'" '      li'eutcnant  colonel  Breynian ;  but  awinsr  to  bad 
roads,  and  other  impediments,  this  corps  dio  not 
advance  twenty-five  miles  in  thirty  hours :  and 
before  their  arrival,  Starke,  an  Amencan  giiie- 
ral,  who  was  proceedinp:  M'ith  troops  trom  New 
Hampfliire  and  MaflachulVet's  Bay,  to  reinlorcc 
Schuyler,  deviating  from  his  route,  joined  co- 
lonel" Warner  at-  Bennington.     Ba urn,  attackal 
bv  their  united  forces,  made  a  vigorous  defence, 
•       .  emlurcd  a  gaUinir  fire  of  mufivCtry  for  near  an 
hour,  and  three  times  drove  the  enemy  trom 
■    commanding  ground  ;  but  their  numbers  con- 
tinually augmenting,   and  the  colonel  s  torce 
being  decreafcd  by  the  defertion  of  the  Indians 
and  other  irrejvular  corps,  the  Germans  were  at 
len<vth  broke  and  driven  into  the  woods,  leav- 
in  Aheir  commander  mortally  wounded  on  tDc 
andBrey.  fic^Td.     The  virtors  immediately    a<';'^"^;f  .^^ 
the  attack  of  Breynian,  who  expended  all  iii> 
ammunition  in  a  oallant  refiftance,  and  ^a^ 
then  compelled  to  leek  fafety  by  retreat.n.?  to 
the  main  army,  which  advanced  to  receive  dim 
at  Batten  Hill.     The  lofs  in  thefe  two  adiom 
Avas  fix  hundred  men.    The  misfortune  va> 
principally  owing  to  the  accidental  palling  oi 
Lneril  Starke's    corps,    and    the  dithcuH.« 
fvhich    prevented     Breyman    from    reachrn? 
Baum  before  he  was  attacked,  by  which  tho 
were  defeated  feparately.    It  has  been  ob)ed^ 
to  Burgoyne  that  he  fent  German  regnnentson 
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this  bufinefs.  The  truths  of  their  clofe  forma-  chap. 
tion  unfitting  them  for  wood  fighting,  and  their  ^^^^^ 
being  heavily  armed,  are  unquellionable  ;  but  1777. 
the  Germans  formed  half  the  army,  and  were 
growing  jealous  at  not  being  confided  in  for 
detached  duties.  Their  dragoons  were  fent 
from  England  to  mount  thcmfelves  for  fervice, 
from  which  it  appears  that  they  were,  originally 
fclefted  to  aft  in  the  mo  ft.  woody  part  of  the 
country  ;  though  their  fervices  were  on  tliis 
occafion  unfortunately  niifupplied  by  the  ge- 
neral. Neceflity  probably  occafioned  the 
whole  difafter.  Minifters  could  dilpatch  no 
other  troops  but  Germans,  and  Burgoyne  was 
compelled  to  employ  them ;  but  an  army, 
compofed  of  different  nations  and  interefts, 
could  not  be  relied  on  for  exertions  in  propor- 
tion to  its  numbers. 

This  misfortune,  and  the  failure  of  St.  Le-  Effca«of 
ger's  operations,  formed  the  leading  features  in  ^^^^^  ^*^" 
the  ruin  of  Burgoyne's  expedition,  and  he  heard 
of  both  nearly  at  the  fame  time.  The  expedi- 
tion again  ft  Bennington  proved  that  the 
Brunfwickers  could  not  well  be  employed  fe- 
parately,  and  tlie  Americans  felt  lefs  appreheu- 
fion  at  that  fuperiority  of  difcipline  which  in  aH 
open  country  would  have  given  the  Germans 
a  decided  advantage.  A  party  of  American 
loyalifts,  on  their  way  to  join  Burgoyne,  attach- 
ed themfelves  to  Baum's  corps,  and  were  de- 
ftroyed  with  it,  which  prevented,  in  a  great 
meafure,  fimilar  attempts  to  join  the  royal  army. 
The  Canadians  and  Indians  who  effedled  their 
retreat  from  Baum  and  Breyman  &  corps,  de- 
tailed with  exaggeration  the  valour  of  the 
Americans  who  had  driven  them  back,  and 
difpirited  their  countrymen  who  hajd  not  been 
in  aftion,   fo  that  a  yery  extepliye  defe.ftion 

yoL.  I  J.  1^1  M  took 
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CHAP,  took  place 4tmong  the  Indians,  and  tbe  Caiia^ 

J2^  dian  boatmen  and  drivers  employed  with  thi 

J777.     army  took  eveiy  opportunity  to  return  home, 

although  it  was  known  that  many  were  killed 

by  the   Indian  deferters,  Avho  thus  obtained  4 

fcalp  to  exhibit  as  a  trophy.* 

Gatet  Th£  Americans  on  the  other  hand,  unufe4 

ll^limt*  to  fuccefsfor  a  long  period,  felt  iU  fuU   force, 

ricani.       and  flockcd  to  the  ilandard  of  general  Gatea^ 

M'hom  congrcfs  had  appointed  to  arreft  the  pro- 

grefs  of  the  3ritiih  and  German  forces. 

Burfoyiw       BuRGOYNji,  wlio  had  croffed  the  Hudfon> 

Hudfon'i    river  by  a  bridge  formed  of  felled  tr^es,  cutip 

)MTcr.       lengths  and  fattened  together,  fell  back  upon 

Duer's  Houfeto  cover  the  convoy  of  provifions 

from  Canada,  and  having  no  other  rtlburce  in 

contemplation,  except  the  co-operation  ofge? 

neral  Howe's  army,  font  an  officer  to  AibaD^ 

for  intelligence. 

ijth  Sept.      Having    by   immenfe    labour    cojleded  4 

pdvtnces    month's  fait provifions,  Burgoy ne,  under  all  thefe 

^     ^  difcouragements,  determined  to  advance,  acT 

cording  to  inftru^^tions  which  he  conceived  to  be 

fo  peremptory,  and  copneftpd  with  the  general 

*  operations  of  the  king's  forces  in  America,  that 

he  did  not  even  attempt  to  flielter  himfelf  under 

the  opinion  of  a  council  of  war,  but    again 

croflTed'  the  Hudfon's,  and  took  pod   on  the 

heights  of  Saratoga  giving  up  all  commupicar 

tion  with  his  magazines  in  Canada. 

3  The  manntrof  obt«iningthe(cbtibaroi)$  trophites  is  no  chjeBt 
of  CA>nriderat ion  among  the  fndians,  cunning  bcring  as  mucii  refped* 
ti\  as  valour  by  a  people  whofc  fubliftence  depends  priocipallj  oq 
bunting.  For  this  reafoii  the  rewards  which  Burgoyoe  gave  to  the 
Indians  for  living  pnfoners,  bore  no  cdimation  in  comparifon  widi 
^heir  fcalps,  and  great  difguil  was  occafioned  bv  reftrifliog  thesn  a 
this  point  -,  at  lead  it  was  made  a  ftrong  gcound  tat  quitting  hin  i  h 
t'nat  while  he  was  abufed  by  the  Americans  for  cruelty,  the  ladoM 
drier  ted  him  tor  the  want  of  it,  and  thus  be  fuffendthcufualiiicoovc- 
nicr^e  which  attpod^  half  meafurcf • 

3  ^rTEij 
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At  t  »E  paffing  fome  days  in  repairing  tdicli,    c  it  a  f. 
hr    approaching  the    American   forces,    Bur-   J^^*^ 
goyne's    army    again    advanced    in    feveral      »777-  . 
tolumns,  the  grenadiers,  light  Infantry,  ninth,  ^^^{^^^ 
twentieth,  twenty-firft,  twenty-fourth,  and  fix-  stuiwater. 
ty-fecoild  Britifli  regiments  on  the  right,  with 
their  artillery,  taking  two  roads  on  the  heights, 
and  through  the  woods,  to  Freeman's  Farm^ 
The  German  regiments  of  Rhetz,  Specht^  Reide- 
fel,  and  Hefle  Hanau,  infantry,  with  Breymau's 

f grenadiers  and  chaffeurs,  and  part  of  the 
orty-feventh  Britifli  regiment,  followed  the 
^reat  route  to  Albany  by  the  river  fide,  for  the 
fccurity  of  the  baggage  and  provifions  floated 
down  in  boats,  or  dtawn  in  carriages  on  this> 
the  only  good  foad. 

Of  the  five  hundred  Indians  originally  with 
the  army,  not  ,more  than  fifty  now  remained 
Vho  M'efe  attached  to  the  Britiih  column  onth< 
right,  with  two  hundred  American  loyalifts,  and 
eighty  Canadian  light  infantry. 

About  noon  the  Americans  under  Arnold, 
tvho,  the  pteceditig  day,-  had  fired  tipon  fome 
ftragglers,  attacked  tlie  Britifli  corps  with 
great  fpirit,  and  afevefe  conflid  continued  un- 
til duik,  when  Phillips,  who  commanded  the 
left  column,  brought  up  the  Germans  to  join  in 
a  general  charge,  which  was  completely  fuccefs-^ 
ful,  the  Americans  being  driven  within  their 
lines.  This  advantage  was,  however,  dearly 
purchafed,  moft  of  the  artillefy-men  were  killed 
at  their  guns,  and  the  fixty-fecond  regiment 
ioft  more  than  two  thirds  of  its  effeftive  foldiers ; 
the  other  Britiih  cotps  alfo  fuifered  in  a  great 
proportion,  and  in  the  coutfe  of  this  day  Bur- 
goyne's  folce  fu flamed  a  lofs  of  fnore  than  fix 
hundred  men. 

The  Americans  certainly  loft  an  equal  num- 
ber, but  they  had  now  tried  their  ftrength  with 
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every  nation  oppofed  to  them,  and  BurgoW 
being  obliged  to  halt,  tor  the  colIeAion  and  cai« 
of  his  wounded,  produced  the  effect  of  a  defeat, 
and  encouraged  a  fpirit  of  enthuliafm  through^ 
out  the  w  holt*  of  the  N  ew  England  itates,  which 
Gates  foon  I'elt  by  reinforcements  of  every  de- 
foription,  many  peiionaf  even  bringing  tlieir 
own  provifions,  as  well  as  ammunition,  to  liis 
army. 

A  FURTHF.R  misfortune  had  befallen  Bur- 
goyne,  on  the  day  preceding  this  action,  the 
Americans  having  fccretly  detached  a  corps  to 
his  rear,  furprif^d  three  companies  of  the  fifty- 
;lhird  regiment,  and  deftroyed  the  boats  oh 
lake  George,  which  had  been  employed  in  tlw 
conveyance  of  provifions  ;  and  though  unequal 
in  numbers,  and  wantmg  artillery  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Ticonderoga,  an  attempt  was  made  upon 
it,  as  well  as  Diamond  Ifland,  in  the  middle  of 
the  lake,  n\  here  there  was  a  dep6t  of  ftores  for 
the  Britilh  army. 

Thus,  in  fad,  was  the  reti'eat  of  Burgoyiie 
effechmlly  prevented;  and  with  a  fuperiorarmy 
in  his  iVout,  he  judged  it  prudent  te  wait  events 
and  intelligence  from  the  fouthward,  ftrength- 
ening  the  poiition  which  he  had  taken  after 
the  action  of  the  19th  of  September,  between 
freeman's  larm  and  Still  Water. 

Finding  his  difficulties  daily  augmenting, 
his  numbers  diminiihed  to  lefs  than  fix  thou- 
fand,  and  reduced  to  half  the  ufual  allowance 
of  provilions,  the  forage  exhaufted,  hories 
perilliing  for  want,  and  no  apparent  prolpeSof 
relief,  Burgoync  refolvcd  on  a  defperate  attempt 
to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  their  poft  on  the 
left  In  order  to  cannonade  them  out  of  theiV 
pofition,  he  advanced  with  fifteen  hundred  men; 
but  this  detachment  had  fcarcely  formed  with- 
in 
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in  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  mtrenchmentJ,   CHAP^ 
when  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  fupe-    ^j^^i 
rior  force  under  Arnold,  and  obliged  to  retreat     »77?» 
to  their  camp  with  the  lofs  of  fix  pieced  of  can- 
non.    They  had  hardly  gained  the  lines,  when  ^*''jj]2 
a  furious  allault  was  made  on  them  by  the  Ame-  *^^^     ' 
ricans,  which  was  repulfed  in  the  Englifli  quar- 
ter, and  Arnold  wounded  ;  but  the  German  in- 
trenchments  were    carried,   Colonel  Breyman 
killed,  about  two  hundred  prifoners  taken,  and 
general  Frazer  mortally  wounded. 

Thus  critically  fituatcd,  Burgoyne  changed  Chaiigft . 
iiis  pofition,  with  great  ability  and  celerity,  in  J^**^^ 
thenightafterthea6tion;  theenemy  confequent- 
ly  made  a  new  difpofition,  but  although  greatly 
fuperior  in  numbers,  and  elated  with  fuccefs, 
prudently  declined  an  engagement,  in  the  hopes 
of  furrounding  the  Britifli  army.  Burgoyne,  jth  Oft. 
perceiving  this  intention,  fell  back  in  two  days  Falls  back 
march  by  Dovegot  Ho\ife  to  Saratoga,  unoppofed  |^g^*" 
by  the  enemy,  breaking  the  roads  and  bridges  in 
his  retreat.  Being  unable  to  remove  the  wounded, 
who  were  very  numerous,  for  want  of  carriages, 
he  left  them  in  tents,  under  the  care  of  Dr4 
Hayes,  as  head  of  the  medical  department,  with 
afliltants  equally  well  chofen,  and  orders  to 
fend  out  a  flag  of  truce,  conveying  a  recom- 
mendation of  them  to  the  humanity  of  general 
Gates  and  his  army,  in  all  of  which  general 
Burgoyne's  expectations  weremoft  perfeftly  rea- 
lifed.  Thus  difcmbarrafled,  he  halted  at  Sara- 
toga, precluded  from  a  retreat  to  lake  George,* 
or  Skeneiborough,  by  a  corps  of  Americans, 
collefted  in  force  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  Hud- 
fon's  river ;  which  equally  prevented  an  endea- 
vour once  thought  of  to  retire  in  the  niglit 
to  Fort  Edward,  and  wait  events.  This  march 
was  in  fome'  mieafure  arranged,  each  fold  it  r 

being 
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CHAF.  being  direded  to  cany  a  few  days  provifiotif 
522Jj  on  his  back,  but  it  was  afterwards  given  uf 
»777.     when  ft  was  difco^ered  that  the  heights  df 
Fort  Edward,  and  every  other  cdtmnunicatioii 
with  Canada,  was  occupied  by  the  Americans, 
and  that,  even  Iti  the  event  of  fuccefsfully  reach-* 
ing  Fort  Georp:e;  the  army  muft  furrender  for 
waiit  of  prCFvifions  or  boats  fo  crtrfs  the  lake, 
which  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Americans,  in 
their  expedition  on  the  1 8lh  of  September,  to 
prevent  nis  retreat  to  Ticonderoga- 
iitbdft.        Enfeebled  by  daily  loffes,  his  j^tovifions 
^^*  J      reduced  to  eight  day's  fubfiftence,   and  num- 
5^r        ^^  of  his.  German  foldiers  being   enticed  to 
delert  and  become  fettlers,   Burgoyne  called 
a  council  of  war,  at  which,  not  only  field  of- 
ficers, but  captains  affified  ;  and  it  was  unani* 
moufly  refolved  to  enter  into  a  convention 
AmmgetA  with  Gatcs,  for  furrender  of  the  army.     The 
tonfta-     convention,  after  fomedifcuflions,  was  adjufted, 
**°*         and  confidering  the  increafing  force  and  advan- 
tageous fituation  of  the  Americans,  the  terms 
t^fihoa.  ^^^'^  unexceptionable.      The  troops  were  to 
march  out  of  tlieir  intrehchments   with  the 
honours  of  war  to  a  certain  diftance,  where 
they  were  to  leave  their  arms  and  artillery : 
they  were  to  have  a  free  paflage  to  Great  Bri- 
tain in  tranfports  from  Bofton,  on  condition 
of  not  ferving  in  America  again  during  the 
war,  unlefs  exchanged.     The  remaining  arti*' 
cles  related  only  to  the  march  of  tlie  troop* 
to  New  England,  the  return  of  the  Canadians 
to  their  homes,  and  the  treatment  of  the  other 
dficers  and   foldiers,  until  embarked  for  Eu- 
rope. ^ 

Gatw 

^^  Burgoyne  tnfifted  on  the  word  tonventioiiy  ioted  of  cafucab- 
tr^n.  being  ufcd,  in  order  to  aiTimihte  it  to  the  treaty  of  Clo&rftirfrtr 
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Gates  having  eveiy  thing  to  hope  from  chaf. 
liis  prefent  facceis,  and  from  ipeedily  reinforc-    ^^i 
ing    Wafliington's  army,  fuffered  his  original  j^^]^* 
^raft  of  articles  to  be  modified,  fo  as  to  pre*  tiono?" 
vent  a  further  efFufion  of  blood,  and  fpare  as  Gate*, 
much  as  poffible  the  feelings  of  Burgoyne's 
troops.     Atthemomentof  theirfarrender,every  Surrender 
circumftance  was  avoided  which  could  be  con-  ofthcBfi- 
firued  into  an  appfsarance  of  triumph.     The       *"°^* 
Americans    remained   in   their  lines  tijl  the 
Britifli  and  German  regiments  had  piled  their 
arms  ;  the  captive  generals  were  received  with 
refpeft  and  kindnefs ;  a  number  of  the  priuci* 
pal  officers  of  both  armies  met  at  general  Gates* 
quarters,  and  feemed  to  forget,  in  focial  and  con- 
vivial pleafurcs,  that  they  had  been  enemies. 
The  foldiery  received  rations  of  fre(h  provi- 
fions  from  the  American  commiffaries,  and  pro- 
ceeded  inftantly   on  their  march  to  Bofton, 
having  no  communication  with  the  American 
troops,  for  fear  of  difpdtes.  * 

NuMEftous  complaints,  and  contradi6lory  T^^ 
allegations  and  inferences,  neceflarily  arole  cimtoa, 
frofii  the  condu6l  and  ilTue  of  this  affair.     A 


in  the  frven  years  war,  (1756  to  1763)  entered  into  by  the  Duke 
pf  Cumberland  with  a  view  to  faving  the  difgrace  of  a  common  fur- 
render,  ayd  by  preventing  all  idea  of  the  troops  being  prifoners  to  any 
power  which  might  afterwards  join  the  Aniericsns,  ne  hoped  to  get 
them  emp  oyed,  fo  as  to  enable  Great  Britain  to  fend  an  equal  number 
pf  men  to  America  in  the  fpi'ing. 

c  The  number  of  men  farrendered  was  575s,  of  whom  iioo»  be* 
ing  Canadian  voluDteers,  were  by  the  articles  permitted  to  return  ; 
(2S  were  left  in  the  hofpital  when  Burgoyne  began  his  retreat  to 
Saratoga  $  and  it  is  computed  that  in  the  other  a£tions>  fram  the  6th 
of  July  to  the  time  of  capitulation,  the  lofs  in  killed,  wounded, 
prifoners,  and  defcrters,  was  29)3.  The  artillery  and  ftores  captured, 
confifted  of  35  brafs  cannons  and  mortars,  and  7000  ftand  ot  arms^ 
jMrides  the,  military  cheft,  large  quantities  of  ordnance  (lores,  cloath- 
ing  for  7000  provincials,  tents,  and  other  articles.  The  papers  laid 
before  parliament  itluftrative  of  this  cf mpaign,  in  all  its  pansy  are 
^ubUlhed  i>^  the  parliampnt^ry  regiAer, 
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co-operation  was  cxpefted  from  Sir  WiUiain 
Howe,  which  he  was  unable  to  effed  in  coo- 
fequencc  of  his  march  to  Philadelphia,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  aftenvards  folicited  toaffifi, 
but  no  blame  attaches  to  him.  This  general 
was  ftationed  at  New  York  with  a  fmall  force, 
limited,  in  confcquence  of  a  niifunderftanding 
between  him  and  Howe,  to  a  bare  fufficiencyfor 
defence,  and  under  an  exprefe  prohibition  to 
undertake  any  operation  which  could  endanger 
the  city.  He  received,  ata  late  feafon,  a  rem- 
forcemcnt  of  feventeen  hundred  recruits  from 
Europe,  which  enabled  him  to  commence  an 
expedition  up  the  North  river,  for  the  purpofc 
of  conquering  fome  forts  which  prevented  the 
paffage  of  Britifh  velfels  to  Albany,  and  of  open- 
ing a  communication  M'ith  Burgoyne,  when  he 
ihouldhavefucceeded  in  his  enterprize, of  which 
at  that  period  he  had  not  intimated  a  doubt 

Three  thoufand  men  were  convoyed  by 
commodore  Hotham  to  Verplanks  Point^  which 
lord  Rawdon,  aid-de-camp  to  Clinton,  had  been 
difpatched  to  reconnoitre  int  a  frigate,  but  had 
not  been  able  to  approach  fiifficiently  near  to 
afcertain  the  praflicability  of  landing.  The 
difembarkation  was  eflcfted  without  reliftance; 
and  Putnam,  deceived  by  the  feint,  haftened  to 
occupy  the  paflcs  on  the  caftern  fliore,  mith  two 
thoufand  men,  drawn  principally  from  the 
forts,  convinced  that  Clinton  intended  pufliing 
thix)ugh  the  eafteru  highlands  to  join  Burgoyne, 
The  Britilh  general,  at  day-break,  palfed  over 
to  Stoney  Point,  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  river, 
with  two  thoufand  one  hundred  men,  leaving 
the  remainder  to  defend  Verplank's.  They 
marched  acrofs  the  Donerberg,  a  fteep  moiin- 
taiu,  which  overhangs  the  river,  and  where,  as 
the  path  only  admitted  three  men  abreaft,  a 
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Tmall  guard  could  have  impeded  their  ptogrefs.   chap. 
rhe  Americans  had  negleded  this  precaution  J^^ 
From  a  confidence  that  no  attempt  would  be     X777» ' 
made;   the  troops  pafled,  and  affailed  at  the 
fame   moment   Fort    Montgomery  and   Fort 
Clinton,  divided  from  each  other  only  by  a 
Creek  called  Poplop's  Kill.    Colonel  Campbell 
commanded  the  attack  on  Fort  Montgomery, 
cvhich,  not  being  ftrongly  fortified,  was  foou 
taken  without  any  lofs  worthy  of  notice,  except 
that  of  the  brave  leader  of  the  divifion. 

Fort  Clinton  was  built  on, a  rocky  ele- 
vation, and  could  be.  approached  only  over  a 
pafs,  between  a  lake  and  a  precipice,  covered 
with  felled  trees,  and  commanded  by  fen  pieces 
r)f  artillery.'  It  was  neceflTary  to  attack  both 
the  forts  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  to  delay 
the  attack  on  Fort  Clinton  till  the  engagement 
at  Fott  Montgomery  fhould  be  judged  to  have 
become  ferious.  Night  rendered  the  movements 
of  the  troops  lefs  expofed,  and  th^  proceeded 
in  total  filence,  under  a  tremendous  fire;  to  tb0 
foot  of  the  work,  where  they  puflied  each  othet 
up  into  the  embrafures.  After  a  ihort  conflid 
the  rampart  was  cleared  ;  the  Attiericans,  re- 
tiring benind  the  efplanade,  fired  a  laft  volley, 
and  laid  down  their  arms.  Notwithftandingl 
this  provocation,  the.  aflailants  ihewed  a  digni- 
fied moderation  in  vi&ory :  not  a  man  was  flaia 
but  thofe  who  fell  in  the  ftruggte  on  the  ram- 
parts. One  hundred  and  forty  Britiih  troopi 
were  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  formef 
were  captain  Stewart,  major  Skil^  and  counts 
Grabowiky,  a  Polifli  volunteer,  who  in  his  laft 
moments  fent  his  fword  to  lord  Rawdon^  as  ft 
feftimony  that  he  died  in  a  manner  not  un^ 
worthy  tne  partner  of  his  dangers. 

roi.  II.  N«f  Th« 
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The  Americans  had  in  the  river  an  anned 
force,  confifting  of  two  (hips,  two  gallies,  and  an 
armed  floop,  for  the  protcftion  of  which  a  maf- 
fy  boom,  confifting  of  huge  rafts  of  timber 
ponneded  by  cables,  and  an  iron  chain  weigh- 
ing upwards  of  fifty  tons,  were  ftretched  acrois 
the  river  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  a  mount 
called  St.  Anthony's  Nofe.  This  bulwark  cf- 
fcftually  fecured  the  fliips  from  attack  by  wa- 
ter ;  but  when  the  foits  were  taken,  their  lafety 
was  at  an  end.  The  Captains  filently  flipped 
their  cables  in  the  dark  ;  but  the  wind  fruf- 
trating  their  attempt  to  efcape,  they  fired  the 
veflels  with  all  their  fails  fet. 

Fort  Constitution  was,  immediately  an 
the  capture  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton, 
deftroyed  by  its  commandant ;  and  major  ge- 
neral Tryon  demoliihed  a  new  fettlement  called 
Continental  Village,  containing  barracks  for 
fifteen  hundred  men.  A  flying  fquadron,  under 
Sir  James  Wallace,  afcending  the  river,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  burning  a  great  number  of  Americaa 
veflels.  A  military  detachment,  under  general 
Vaughan,  landed  at  Efopus  Creek,  and  ailer  a 
flight  refiftance  deftroyed  two  batteries  and  an 
armed  galley ;  the  general  then  continued  his 
march  to  the  town,  which  he  wantonly  burned 
to  aflies,  with  a  great  colleflion  of  ftores  and 

{>rovifions.      This    expedition   did    important 
hjury  to  the  American  intereft :  the  troops  re- 
turned in   fafety  to  New  York. 

When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  commencing 
this  fpiritcd  undertaking,  he  wrote  to  general 
Howe,  imparting  his  intentions,  with  his  notions 
of  their  importance,  but  without  difguifing  his 
bpiniou  that  the  attempt  on  the  forts  was.  def- 
perate,  though  it  might  be  tried  without  en- 
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^iangenng  New  York.     Howe,  alarmed  at  the  chap, 
vigour  displayed  by  Waihington,  in  the  attack    i^^^ 
on  German  Town,  difcouraged  Clinton's  pro-      »777» 
Jeft,  and  ordered  him,  unlefs  fpeedy  fuccefs 
was  certain,  to  defift,  and  difpatch  the  troops 
intended  to  be  fo  employed,  to  his  affiftance  at 
Philadelphia.   This  letter,  had  it  been  received 
in  time,  would  have  prevented  the  execution  . 
of  Clinton's  plan.     When  he  had  taken  the  ciiaton't 


two  forts,  he  was  a  hundred  and  thirty-fix  miles  ^"^"*V^ 
diftant  from  Burgoyne :  he  had,  foon  after  his  Bi»-goyn«. 
departure  from  New  York,  received  a  letter, 


requefting  him  to  make  a  diverfion,  which  the 
operation  he  was  then  engaged  in  was  well 
calculated  to  eiFe6l;  but  Burgoyne  having  yet 
met  with  no  check,  didnotlblicit  aid.  The  day 
after  tlie  capture  of  the  forts,  an  oflicer  in  difj^uife  ^th  Oflw 
arrived ;  but  he  only  reprefented,  that  if  Bur- 
goyne did  not  hear  of  co-operation  by  the  tenth 
of  Oftober,  he  ihould  be  obliged,  by  the  fear 
of  wanting  provifions,  to  retire  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward. General  Clinton  would  then  have  ad* 
vanced  to  his  relief,  but  found  it  imprafticable 
to  remove  the  impediments  in  the  river,  and 
fecure  the  requifite  (lore  of  provifions  within 
the  time.  He  had  already  commifiioned  gene- 
ral Vaughan  to  proceed  with  feventeen  hundred 
men  as  high  as  his  pilots  could  carry  him,  to 
co-operate  with  Burgoyne,  and  evfen  join  him 
if  neceflary.  General  Vaughan  had  advanced 
a  hundred  miles ;  he  was  fl:ill  forty  diftant  from , 
Albany,  and  muft  have  traverfed  fixty  more  to 
reach  Burgoyne;  but  foon  after  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  Efopus,  he  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  »9** 
that  he  could  obtain  no  certain  intelligence, 
tljG^u^  wJiat  he  did  learn,  filled  him  with  appre- 
Jicnfion.  Burgoyne's  furrender  had  then  already 
N  N  3  taken 
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CHAF.  taken  place.  Had  Clinton  endeavoured  to 
^2Sj  move  forward,  Putnam  vaa  in  fufficient  force 
«777.  to  fruftrate  the  attempt,  and  Gates'a  army, 
fluihed  with  fucceft,  bad  no  inunediate  opera* 
tion  to  occupy  them  after  Burgoync's  furren- 
der.  He  therefore  executed  all  that  waspoffibl^ 
according  to  the  iUte  of  his  information,  and 
the  extent  of  his  force,  in  making  the  divcrfion, 
M^hich  he  expcSed  would  have  covered  the  ge^ 
pcral'?  retreat  to  Ticonderoga;  but  he  could 
not  take  the  forts,  penetrate  to  Albany,  and 
afterwards  maintain  the  communication  ;  and 
Burgoyne's  wantof  provifions  muft  have  obliged 
him  to  furrender  without  a  force  fufficient  to 
open  the  country  for  fupplies*. 

<  In  tbis  chapter,  befides  the  pipcn  publiilicd  fa^  anthonrjr  9fpr- 

liameat,  tlui  biItorie«»  Aod  the  periodical  vorka,  I  have  confwicii 

the  pamphlets  of  hir  William  Howe^  geneni  BurgoyncMr.  Gallo* 

'    vfzjt  and  manj  anonymous  writers,  and  b»ve  bcqi  afilficd    bf 

bi^y  yaliiable  private  iBforiQatioo. 
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APPENDIX. 

PRECIS  of  Letters  relative  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  France  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte- 


LQ^d  Stomumt,  emhojfaior  at  Paris,  to  tlic  Secretary 
of  State. 

March/1773. 

XJis  long converfation  with  due  d'AnguillononTueP- 
•*^  day  30th  March.  The  duke  read  to  him  p^rt 
of  adifpatch  from  M.  Durandj.  dated  3d  S^ch,  dwelt 
long  OQ  the  ambitious  views  of  Ruffia^  her  demands  on 
the  Porte^  and  her  aiming  to  reign  defpotically  in  the- 
North  by  regulating  the  government  of  Sweden^  and 
by  attacicing  that  kingdom  in  concert  with  Denmark 
v^hot  France  could  not  tamely  look  on,  and  fee  her 
moft  ancient  ally  treated  in  that  manner.  Muft  fup* 
port  Sweden^  if  attacked^  being  bound  thereto  by  every 
tie  of  intereft  and  honour.  Lord  Stormont  anfwered^ 
that  much  depended  on  the  mode  of  fupporting 
Sweden,  and  that  there  was  one  particular  mode 
Great  Britain  could  not  receive  with  indiflFerence— 
that  the  king  wifhed  to  avoid  whatever  could  difturb 
the  good  harmony,  and  his  lordfliip  hoped  France 
would  avoid  the  only  picrre  d'achoppement  in  the 
way.  The  duke  faid  we  always  backed  our  friendly 
profeffions  with  a  declaration  which  infifted  on  France 
giving  up  her  honqur,  by  abandoning  her  ofd  ally 
threatened  with  deftrui^ion,  and  that  France  could 
not  do  that.  On  lord  Stormont's  perceiving  that  the 
duke  /eemed  to  hope  we  would  not  carry  things  to  ex- 
tremity, his  lordihip  explained  fully  and  clearly,  that 
»  Frendi  fleet  in  tke  Saltic^  muft  diaw  a  Britiih  one 

thither 
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thither  too ^propofed  that  France  might  ^ve  ofiicr 

fnccour&— timt  if  the  two  fleets  went  to  theBahk!«  the 
French  fleet  would  be,  in  effect,  no  fuccour  to  Sweden. 
That  neutrality  on  both  fides  would  anfwer  the  fame 
purpole.     No,  fays  the  duke,  it  will  not  aulwer  one 

freat  purpolc,  (viz.)  the  favinp;  the  honour  ot  France. 
ord  Stormont  fully  exjilained  that  he  had  never  faid, 
that  the  Briiifli  fleet  that  would  follow  the  French  fleet 
would  attack  it,  but  could  not  fay  what  accideuU 
would  happen  from  two  fleets  in  the  lame  feas— 
thou<;ht  he  left  the  duke  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  our 
being  refolvcd  on  what  we  had  often  dechured,  but  he 
feared  France  was  gone  too  far  to  recede.  If  tbey  fee 
us  upon  our  guard,  and  cither  ke^p  pace  or  get  be- 
fore them,  will  operate  more  Itrongly  than  any  dccb^ 
ration. 

(Private.)  Paris,  4th  April. 

A  roiTNriL had  beeii  held  at  Verfailles  liSth  March, 
in  which  tiie  duke  declared  that  Sweden  demanded 
and  prelled  for  the  promiled  fuccours ;  he  was  anfwered 
that  he  might  arrange  matters  with  the  comptrollers 
general;  he  replied  that  Sweden  would  not  accept  a 
iubfidy,  but  infifted  on  a  fecoun  dc  force.  This  was 
ftrougly  objeaed  to  by  fome  members,  who  vere  of 
opinion  that  other  great  powers  would  not  look  on 
fuch  a  ftcp  with  indiflerence,  and  it  might  lead  to  a 
general  war.  The  duke  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  faid 
that  a  fleet  of  fourteen  foil  might  be  equipped  m  a 
month  ;  that  England  would  not  oppofe  that  ftep,  and 
Holland  wouU  aflift.  The  French  king  was  out  of 
humour,  and  the  members,  after  declaring  their  fenti- 
ments,  faid  no  more.— Duke's  opinion  prevailed,  and 
orders  were  fent  immediately  to  Breft, for  armmc  twelve 
fliips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  on  board  which 
were  to  be  feven  thoufand  failors.  This  was  fo  mnch 
above  the  ufual  complement,  that  it  was  fup[>oled  to 
include  officers  and  foldiers  under  the  name  ot  iailors. 
He  was  informed  early  that  morning,  the  4th  of  April, 
that  the  armament  at  Breft  would  not  Uke  place,  but 
that  an  armament  was  ordered  immediatelv  at  Toulon, 
for  twelve  or  thirteen  (hips,  capable  of  being  ready 
very  foon,  under  pretence  of  exercifing  the  feilors. 


Hiflnnfbrmer  expre&ly^ded,  that  the  feven  thoufuad 
luilorB  at  Bieil  were  uot  couutermanded. 

(Private.) 

Paris,  7  th  April,  1772. 

Duke,  in  the  conference  of  the  fixth  inftant,  faid 
that  lord  Stormont  might  confider  the  armament  at 
TouloQ  as  certain,  and  mention  it  as  fuch  to  his  court, 
that  orders  were  adlually  fent;  and  tlien  added,  cc 
/era  une  Jlotte  devolution,  come  nous  en  avons  oh 
Fannee  pajfee.  Long  reafonin^s  on  both  fides — lord 
Stormont  with  a  proper  firmnefs  declared,  that  though 
he  had  not  in  the  former  cfifcourfe  mentioned  tlie 
Mediterranean,  vet  the  argument  he  had  before  made 
ufe  of,  applied  full  as  ftrongly  to  the  Mediterranean 
as  to  the  Baltic,  and  on  afking  the  duke  if  he  feriouily 
meant,  that  he  fhould  fay  the  fleet  was  only  meant 
for  evolutions,  he  replied  th.it  he  meant  it,  but  that  it 
was  indeed  poflible,  qu'clle  pafjeroit  au  ftcours  dc  la 
Suede. 

(Private.) 

Paris,  21ft  April,  1773- 

Lord  Stormont  had  heard  that  in  a  council  held 
the  I2th  of  April,  the  duke  had  given  a  candid  and  fair 
report  of  their  converfations,  and  that  the  refolutionof 
the  council  was  unanimous,  by  which  he  hoped  it  was  a 
moderate  one.  That  towards  the  end  of  the  week,  which 
iDiift  be  about  the  l^th  or  l6th,  it  was  reported  about 
Paris,  that  the  armament  at  Toulon  was  fufpended  or  con- 
fiderably  reduced— this  was  confirmed  on  the  Sunday 
evening  the  eighteenth.  On  the  aOth  he  faw  the  duke, 
who  faid,  in  a  carelefs  manner,  aujjl  avons  nous  donnc 
ordre  defufpendre  Carmement  de  Toulon;  he  then  faid, 
that  two  frigates  only  would  be  fent  to  the  Archipe- 
lago, and  three  ftiips  of  the  line  to  Breft,  to  which  de- 
partment they  belonged.  The  other  nine  fliips  and 
the  frigates  deftined  for  the  Jlotte  d'evolution  would 
be  fufpended  till  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer,  when 
he  hoped  the  fitting  of  it  out  would  caufe  no  feni'ation, 
that  M.deGuines  had  orders  to  give  this  intelligjnce. 
He  added^  that  tlie  failors  that  were  to  have  been 

raifed 
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raifed  and  fent  toTonlan^  were  conntertoanded:  Thai 
tbofe  aAuallv  arrived  there,  belonging  to  Protence 
and  Languedoc,  were  ordered  hack;  thofe  from  Boor* 
deaux  would  be  employed  to  navigate  the  three  ihips 
from  Bred.  On  the  lame  day  he  told  fome  of  ^e 
foreign  minifters,  that  the  armament  vas  fafpeoded 
till  July. 

«7th  April,  1773- 
Lord  Stormokt  had  a  conference  with  the  duke 
on  the  (26th  April ;  begun  by  faying,  ro,my  lord,  von  are 
I  find  making  aconfiderable  armament.  His  tordihip 
anfwered  that  that  armament  had  been  ordered  in 
confcqucnce  of  the  armament  at  Touk>n>  ri  que  leun 
demarches  re^kroient  les  notres ;  this  was  thn>wn  oat 
in  order  to  give  him  areafonable  expectation,  that  the 
late  change  in  their  refolutions  might  produce  a  fimi* 
lar  one  in  ours.  Lord  Storroont  fubmits  whether  it 
may  not  be  advifeable,  as  they  feem  difpofed  genUy 
to  drop  the  defign,  to  let  them  do  it  in  thar  own 
way. 

Paris,  30th  April  and  ift  May,  1773, 
Had  a  conference  with  the  duke,  dOth  April,  to 
elear  np  the  mal  entendu.  llie  refult  was,  the  dake 
ftill  declared  that  the  armament  was  fufpended;  that 
what  he  had  fHid,and  what  count  de  Gmnes  had  writ- 
ten, was  in  effed  the  fame*  Tliat  as  they  never  armed 
any  (hip  in  the  harbour,  the  faj-in^  that  their  fhips 
would  remain  in  the  harbour,  was  laying  that  they 
would  not  be  armed.-— He  added  that  he  had  feen  the 
orders  given  by  M.  de  Boyne,  w^hich  were  explicit,not 
to  SLvmjufqu'  i  nouvel  ordre ;  repeated  what  he  had  faid 
on  the  20th  April,  about  the  deftination  of  the  faibrs, 
and  added,  that  that  very  day  (30th  April)  M.  de  Boy- 
nes  had  obferved  to  him,  that  it  might  be  better  to 
couQtermand  the  baking  of  the  bifcuit,  and  meant  to 
give  orders  accordingly. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND    VOLUME. 
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